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PART  THE  SECOIJD, 

CONTINUE^}. 
1781. 

JANUARY.  — After  having  surveyed  the 
^  members  of  the  Cabinet,  and  the  principal 
parliamentary  characters  on  the  ministerial 
side  of  the  House  of  Commons,  it  is  natu- 
ral to  proceed  to  the  great  individuals  who 
composed  the  Opposition  in  that  assembly. 
Mr.  Fox,  from  the  union  of  birth,  connexions, 
talents,  and  eloquence,  which  met  in  his  per* 
son,  had  become,  in  the  beginning  of  178 1, 
confessedly,  without  any  competitor,  their 
leaden  Having  attained  his  thirty-second  year, 
he  consequently  united  all  the  ardour  of  youth, 
to  the  experience  acquired  in  maturer  Jife.  It 
was  impossible  to  contemplate  the  lineaments 
of  his  countenance,   without  instantly  per- 

VOL.  II.  B 
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cciviog  the  indelible  marks  of  genius.     His 
features,  in  fhemselves  dark,  hjarsh,  and  sa- 
turnine, Kfcetfrose  of  Charles  the  Second,  from 
whom  he  descended  in  the  maternal  line ; 
derived  nevertheless  a  sort  of  majesty,  from 
the  addition  of  two  black  and  shaggy  eye- 
brows, which  sometimes  concealed,  but  oftener 
developed,  the  working?^  of  his  mind.    Even 
these  features,  however  seemingly  repulsive, 
yet  did  not  readily  assume  the  expression  of 
anger,  or  of  enmity ;  whereas  they  frequently, 
and  as  it  were  naturally  relaxed  into  a  smile, 
the  effect  of  which  became  irresistible,  because 
it  appeared  to  be  the  Index  of  a  benevolent 
and  complacent  disposition.    His  figure,  broad, 
heavy,  and  inclined  to  corpulency,  appeared 
destitute  of  ^1  elegance  or  grace,,  except  what 
was   conferred  on  it  by  the   emanations   oi' 
intellect,  whidi  at  times  diffiised  over  his  whole 
person  when  spieakbg;^  the  most  impassioned 
ammation.     in  fafis.  dress,  which  had  consti^^ 
l^tedan  c^ct  of  his  attention  eaidier  in  life, 
he  had  then  become  negligent,   even  to  a 
degree)  not  altogetdier  eat<^sable^  in  s,  man, 
whose  very  en^ovs^  or   defects  prodttee<i  ^adv 
mirers  and  imitators^     Ha  constantly,  or  ^ 
least  Qsoally'  w^re  in  the*  House  o^  C(ffiK 
mons,  a  bine  {rock  coat^  and  a  h&S  waist- 


coat,  riSither  of  whieh  seemed  in  general 
new,  and  sometimes  appeared  to  be  thread- 
bare. Nor  ought  it  to  be  forgotten,  that 
these  colours,  Hfce  the  White  Rose  formerly 
worn  by  the  adherents  of  the  family  of  Stuart; 
then  constituted  the  distinguishing  badge  or 
uniform  of  Washington  and  the  American  In- 
surgents. In  this  dress  he  always  took  his- 
seat,  not  upon  the  front  Opposition  bench^  but 
on  the  third  row  behind,  close  to  that  piltar 
supporting  the  gallery,  which  is  ne»est  to  the 
Speaker's  chair.  It  was  not  till  1782,  or  rathet 
till  the  beginning  of  1783,  that,  with  Lo(rd 
North  by  his  side,  he  first  began  to  sit  on  the- 
Opposition  bench,  technically  so  denominated 
in  ordinary  language.  I  am  sensible  that  these 
minute  particulars  are  in  themselves  unimpor- 
tant, but  they  nevertheless  approximate  and 
identify  the  objett.  And  that  object  is  Mr.  Fox. 

His  paternal  descent  was  by  no  means  illus- 
trious, nor  was  the  elevation  of  his  family  suf- 
ficiently antient,  to  shed  over  it  that  species 
of  genealogical  Aspect,  only  to  be  derived 
frorti  the  lapse  of  time.  Collins^  indeed,  says, 
in  his  '^  Peerage,"  when  titeatingof  the  Barony 
of  Holland,  that  "  there  were  Foj^es  iri  Eng- 
land before  tlie  Norman  Conquest.^'  But, 
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I  have  always  understood  that  his  grandfather, 
who  rose  to  considerable  eminence,  and  was 
created  a  Baronet  by  the  name  of  Sir  Stephen 
Fox,  had  been  a  chorister  boy  in  the  Cathe- 
dral of  Salisbury,  when  in  1652  he  accompa- 
nied Lord  Wilmot  to  France,  after  the  defeat 
of  Charles  the  Second,  at  the  battle  of  Wor- 
cester. It  has  been  maintained,  and  I  have 
hej»rd  it  asserted,  that  their  names  were  ori- 
ginally Palafox ;  that  they  formed  a  branch 
of  that  noble  Arragonese  family,  so  distin- 
guished in  the  present  age,  by  the.  glorious 
defence  of  Sarragossa;  and  that  they  first 
came  into  this  country  in  1588,  when  one  of 
thft  Spanish  Armada  being  stranded  on  our 
coast,  the  survivors,  ampng  whom  was  a  Pa. 
lafox,  settled  in  England.  I  have,  however, 
always  regarded  this  story  as  a  mere  fable. 
Sir  Stephen  Fox,  towards  the  end  of  a  long 
life,  during  which  he  made  great  advances 
to  honours  and  dignities,  having  married,  be- 
came at  seventy  years  of  age,  the  father  of 
two  sons  bom  at  the  same  birth.  These  twins 
were  both  in  process  of  time  elevated  to  the 
l^eerage  ;  a  fact  which  had  antecedently  been 
realized  to  a  certain  degree  in  the  Cecil,  as 
well  as  in  the  Herbert  family,  under  James 
the  First#^  Charles  the  First  again  exhibited  it 
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in  the  house  of  Rkkj  and  we  have  since  seen 
it  exemplified  in  the  familie&of  Walpole^  and 
oi  Hood. 

..  While  the  elder  son  of  Sir  Stephen  Fox, 
was  created  Earl  of  Ilchester,  by  George 
the  Second;  the  youngest,  Henry,  acquired  a 
Barony  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  reign, 
by  the  title  of  Lord  Holland.  He  was  un- 
questionably a  man  of  very  eminent  attain- 
ments, possessing  a  classic  mind,  cultivated 
by  study,  adorned  by  travel,  and  illuminated 
by  a  taste  for  the  elegant  arts.  But  he  is 
better  known  in  the  political  history  of  the 
late  reign,  where  he  performed  a  principal 
part  in  the  ministerial,  as  well  as  parliamen- 
tary annals,  till  he  sunk  under  the  superior 
ascendant,  sustained  by  the  irresistible  elo- 
quence, of  the  first  Earl  of  Chatham.  Of  im- 
measurable ambition,  and  equally  insatiable 
of  wealth,  Lord .  Holland  was  enabled,  by 
possessing  the  lucrative  post  of  paymaster  of 
the  forces,  which  he  held  during  several  years 
in  time  of  war,  to  accumulate  an  immense 
fortune.  It  was  not  however  attained  without 
great  unpopularity  and  obloquy,  which  accom- 
panied him  to  the  grave,  and  exposed  him  to 
much,  perhaps  to  unmerited,  abuse  or  accu- 
»  3 
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utioB.  Hifi  moral  character  did  not  ind)eed 
stand  as  high  in  the  national  estimation,  either 
in  a  public,  or  in  a  private  point  of  view*  as 
did  his  abilities.  But  he  cemented  the  great- 
ness of  his  fiunily,  by  allying  himself  with  the 
ducal  HcHise  of  Lenox. 

Of  his  three  sons,  Lord  HoUand  early  per- 
ceived the  extraordinary  talents  which  nature 
had  conferred  on  the  second ;  and  in  the  fond 
anticipation  of  that  son's  future  political  ele«> 
vation,  exhausted  on  his  education,  every  efibrt 
which  might  expand  or  mature  his  opening 
capacity^  But,  he  adopted  a  vicious  and  dan* 
gerous  principle,  in  ordering  that  the  boy 
!!>hould  neither  be  contradicted,  nor  punished, 
for  abnost  any  acts  in  his  power  to  commit,  of 
puerile  misccHiduct  or  indiscretion.  "  I.jBt 
**  nothing  be  done  to  break  his  spirit,"  said 
Lord  Holland  J  "  the  world  will  effect  that 
**  business  soon  enough."  When  Im  made  th/e 
tour  of  France  and  Italy,  he  was  accompanied 
by  a  gentleman  of  eminent  parts,  Mr.  Mac- 
artney; who  afterwards,  towards  the  close  of 
a  life  passed  in  the  public  service,  attained^ 
himself,  to  the  Peerage.  We  may  see  in  the 
letters  of  Madame  du  Defl&^nd  to  Horace  Wal- 
pole;  what  species  of  imptessioi^i,    Mr.  Fox^s 
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endowments,  and  the  sialiies  of  his  juvenile 
impetuosity,  made  on  the  tninds  of  the  Pari- 
fiiaas.  They  seem  to  have  considered  him  as 
a  sort  of  Phssmxcnenon,  which  dazzled  and 
astonished,  more  than  it  pleased  or  delighted 
them.  Before  he  attained  fully  to  the  age  at 
which  he  could  constitotionally  vote,  tho*  he 
might  speak,  in  Parliament,  his  father  pro- 
cared  Mm  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons ; 
and  his  talents,  aided  by  hid  cannexioois,  placed 
him  towards  the  close  of  1772,  on  the  minis- 
terial bench,  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Treasury.  He  occupied  the  situation  abotrt 
two  years.  This  early  association  to  Lord 
Ncwth's  administration,  might  nevertheless  be 
considered  as  an  unfortunate  circumstance, 
since  it  involved  him  in  the  unpopularity  at- 
tached  to  various  measures  then  adc^ed  by 
the  government,  which  subsequently  led  to  a 
rupture  with  America.  That  even  previous  to 
his  attainment  or  acceptance  of  office,  he  was 
c<Nisidered  by  the  enemies  of  administration^ 
as  a  devoted  partizan  of  ministry,  in  training 
for  future  desperate  service,  is  evident  from 
the  manner  in  which  "  Junius'*  speaks  of  him. 
Writing  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  in  June, 
1771,  he  says,-^"  In  vain  would  he  (the  King) 
**  have  looked  round  him  for  another  cha- 
B  4 
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"  racter  so  consummate  as  yours.  Lord 
"  Mansfield  shrinks  from  his  principles.  His 
*•  ideas  of  government  perhaps  go  fstfther 
"  than  youi'  own,  but  his  heart  disgraces  the 
"  theory  of  his  understanding. — Ckarks  Fooc 
**  is  yet  in  blossom  ;  and  as  for  Mr.  Wedder- 
"  burn,  there  is  something  about  him  which 
"  even  Treasury  cannot  trust."  These  minis- 
terial fetters  did  not  however  long  detain  him. 
The  sarcastic  mode  of  expression  chosen  by 
Lord  North,  to  communicate  Mr.  Fox's  dismis- 
sion from  the  Treasury  Board,  is  well  known. 
«^  His  Majesty,'*  observed  the  First  Minister  to 
some  persons  near  him,  "  has  named  new 
"  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  among 
"  whom  I  do  not  see  the  name  of  the  Hon. 
"  Charles  James  Fox."  From  that  period, 
having  enlisted  under  the  banners  of  Opposi- 
tion,  and  being  aided  by  the  misfortunes  of 
the  American  war,  he  attained  in  the  course 
of  about  six  years,  to  the  highest  eminence 
among  the  formidable  body  of  men  who  then 
opposed  the  measures  of  the  Crown. 

Pleasures  of  every  description  to  which 
his  constitution  or  inclinations  impelled  him, 
divided  however  with  political  pursuits,  the 
early  portion  of  life ;  and  some  of  which,  if  fame 
reported  truly,  might  have  furnished  matter  for 
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a  new  "  Atalantis.'*  It  may  be  curious  never- 
theless^ for  those  persons  who  only  remember 
himeither  as  a  leading  member  of  the  Mino- 
rity, or  in  office  as  minister,  to  contemplate 
Mr.  Fox  when  at  the  head  of  the  Ton^  who 
were  then  denominated  "  Macaronis/'  Ma^ 
son  describes,  or  produces  him  under  that 
character,  in  the  "  Heroic  Epistle  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam  Chambers,''  published,  I  believe,  early  in 
1774.  After  enumerating  with  vast  felicity 
of  humour  and  Satire,  the  Asiatic  diversions 
supposed  to  be  exhibited  for  the  amusement 
of  the  British  sovereign,  he  thus  concludes ;  I 
cite  by  memory : 

"  But  hark !  The  shouts  of  battle  sound  from  far  ! 
The  Jews  and  Macaronis  are  at  war. 
The  Jews  prevail,  and  thundering  from  the  Stocks, 
They  sieze,  they  bind,  they  circumcise  Charles  Fox- 
Fair  Schwellenbergen  smiles  the  sport  to  see, 
And  all  the  maids  of  honour  cry  Te  he." 

Neither  the  pleasures  of  refined,  nor  of  licen- 
tious love,  nor  the  social  conviviality  of  the 
table,  although  he  might  occasionally  indulge 
in  each  of  those  gratifications,  constituted 
however  his  predominant  passion.  All  his  in- 
clinations, from  a  very  early  age,  seemed  to 
be  concentrated  in  a  more  fatal  attachment  to 
play.  In  the  prosecution  of  that  propensity, 
he  had  squandered  prodigious  sums  before  his 
father's  decease,  with  which  Lord  Holland's 


paternal  ioodnestt  fuxnished  him*  To  the 
same  pureuit,  or  rather  rage,  he  subsequently 
sacrificed  a  suieeura  ^bce  of  two  thousand 
Pounds  a  year  for  life,  the  deri^ship  of  the 
Pells  in  Irelankd;  of  which  he  came  into  pos- 
sesjsion  by  the  demise  of  his  dder  brother, 
Stephen,  in  December,  i774*  After  hdiding 
it  scarcely  tea  months,  he  sold  it  to  Mr. 
Charles  Jenkinson;  and  he  diq[>osed  in  a 
smiilar  manner,  of  a  fine  estate  situated  at 
Kiu^^te  in  the  i^le  of  Thanet.  The  office 
had  bew  procured  fin:  him,  as  the  estate  bad 
been  bequeathed  to  him,  by  his  father.  We 
must  confess  that  these  scandalous  irr^ulari- 
ties  of  conduct,  or  rather  vices  of  character, 
remind  us  more  of  Timon  and  of  Alcibiades, 
than  of  Pericles,  or  Demosthenes. 

Fox  played  admirably  both  at  Whist,  and  at 
Picquet ;  with  such  skill  indeed,  that  by  the 
general  admission  of  Brookes's  Club,  he  might 
have  made  four  thousand  Pounds  a  year,  as 
they  calculated,  at  those  games,  if  he  would 
have  confined  Imnself  to  them.  !3ut,  his  mis- 
fortune arose  from  playing  at  games  of  chance, 
particularly  at  Faro.  After  eating  and  drink- 
ing plentifully,  he  sat  down  to  the  Fairo  table^ 
and  inevitably  rose  a  loser.    Once  indeed,  and 


9i^y  oQoe»  be  >;9^oa  ilMWit  e^M  thousaad 
9Wndi»  in  tii«  Goiii!9e  pf  n  single  ^v^ni^g. 
Pftrt  ^f  tb4^  jupoey  1t^  p wi  away  to  his  credi- 
tof^  and  tibe  iwmaiQdb:  fa^  lost  i^d  jaJmost 
immediately#  in  tb^  saojc  wanner.  The  late 
Mr.  Boothby,  so  well  known  during  many 
ynrs  in  the  fir^t  walks  ^fashion  and  dis^a* 
tion ;  bimadf  a  gamest^,  and  an  intimate 
ftiend  of  Fox;  yet  a|»preeiated  him  with  much 
severity,  tho'  with  equal  truth*  «  Charles/* 
c4)6erved  he^  ^^  h  wiquesttonably  a  xam  of  first* 
<<  rate  talents,  but  30  deficient  in  judgatnent^ 
"  as  ni^er  to  have  succeeded  in  any  object 
*♦  during  his  wh(de  life.  He  loved  only  three 
^*  things,  women,  play,  and  politics.  Yet,  at 
"  no  period  did  he  ever  form  a  creditable  con- 
^  nexion  with  a  woman.  He  lost  his  whole 
««  fortune  at  the  gaming-table ;  and  with  the 
«  exception  of  about  elev^  months,  he  has 
"  remained  always  in  Oppo^tion.**  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  dispute  the  justice  of  this  portrait* 
Perhaps  we  might  add,  that  towards  the  close 
of  his  career,  he  emulated  the  distinction  of 
an  Historian;  in  the  pursuit  of  which  object, 
he  made  great  efforts,  and  with  a  view  to 
facilitate  it,  he  appears  principally  to  have 
imdertaken  his  journey  to  Paris  in  1802. 
Whether  he  succeeded  better  than  in  the 
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former  attempts,  posterity  will  determine: 
but  he  would  certainly  have  attained  a  more 
elevated  place  in  the  temple  of  historic  Fame, 
by  imitating  the  line  of  Xenophon  or  of  Sal- 
lust,  than  by  taking  Livy  for  a  model. 

Before  he  attained  his  thirtieth  year,  he  had 
completely  dissipated  every  thing  that  he 
could  either  command,  or  could  procure  by 
the  most  ruinous  expedients.  He  had  even 
undergone  at  times,  many  of  the  severest  pri- 
vations annexed  to  the  vicissitudes  that  mark 
a  gamester's  progress ;  *  frequently  wanting 
money  to  defray  his  common  diurnal  wants  of 
the  most  pressing  natiu'e.  Topham  Beau- 
clerk,  himself  a  man  of  pleasure  and  of  let- 
ters, who  lived  much  in  Fox*s  society  at  that 
period  of  his  life;  used  to  aflSrm,  that  no  man 
€Ould  form  an  idea  of  the  extremities  to  which 
he  had  been  driven  in  order  to  raise  money, 
after  losing  his  last  guinea  at  the  Faro  table. 
He  has  been  reduced  for  successive  days  to 
such  distress,  as  to  be  under  a  necessity  of 
having  recourse  to  the  waiters  of  Brookes's 
club,  to  lend  him  assistance.  The  very  chair- 
men whom  he  was  unable  to  pay,  used  to  dun 
him  for  their  arrears.  All  dignity  of  character, 
and  independence  of  mind,  must  have  been 
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lost  amidst  these  scenes  of  ruinous  dissipation. 
In  1 781,  he  might  however  be  considered  as 
an  extinct  Vulcano;  for  the  pecuniary  aliment 
that  had  fed  the  flame,  was  long  consumed; 
Yet  he  then  occupied  a  house  or  lodgings 
in  St.  James's  Street,  close  to  the  Club  at 
Brookes's,  where  he  passed  almost  every  hour 
which  was  not  devoted  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  and  during  Lord  North's  administra- 
tion, Parliament  usually  remained  sitting,  with 
short  adjournments,  from  November  tiU  July. 
That  Club  might  then  be  considered  as  the 
rallying  point  and  rendezvous  of  the  .Opposi- 
tion }  where,  while  Faro,  Whist,  and  suppers 
prolonged  the  night,  the  principal  members  of 
the  Minority  in  both  houses,  met,  in  order  to 
compare  their  information,  or  to  concert  and 
mature  their  parliamentaiy  measures. 

Nature,  besides  the  extraordinary  endow- 
ments of  mind  which  she  conferred  on  him, 
had  given  him  likewise  a  constitution  ori- 
ginally capable  of  prodigious  exertion.  But 
he  had  early  impaired  his  bodily  powers,  by 
every  excess,  added  to  the  most  vicd^t  men- 
tal agitations.  These  acts  of  imprudence 
had  produced  their  inevitable  consequences, 
though  for  some  time  counteracted  by  youth, 
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or  <>bvi*feed  by  medicaJ  aid.  As  early  as 
1 78 1,  Mr.  Fax:  wa&  ^readj'  attacked  with 
frequent  Complaints  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  attended  by  acirte  pain;  to  mode- 
rate the  symptoftig  of  which,  he  usually  had 
recourse  td  Laudanum.  The  strongest  frame 
must  indeed  have  sunk  under  such  physical 
am}  mora)  exhausturC)  if  he  had  allowed  him- 
self no  interval  of  relaxation  or  repose.  But 
happUy^  his  piission  for  some  of  the  amuse- 
ments and  sports  of  the  country,  almost 
rivalled  his  attachment  ta  the  gaming-table. 
No  Sooner  had  the  shooting  season  com- 
menced,  th^n  he  constantly  repaired  to  Nor- 
folk. Lord  Robert  Spenser  generally  accom- 
panied him  ;c  and  after  vising  various  friends, 
they  soiKietimes  hired  a  smalS  house  in  the 
town  ofTlim^t^  fose  at  an  early  luiur,  and 
passed  the  whole  day  with  a  fowling-piece  in 
thfAt  hands^  sM<mg  Covciys  of  paEftridges  and 
ph^asaiftsr  fct  succe^Ve  weeks,  during  the 
autumn.  Ibtse  saltrtary  c^cupations  never 
Med  df  r^s«^i%  the  health  diat  he  had  lost 
in^  SK*Mme^*'^  Streiet,  and  in  the  House  of 

'  if  .  • 

Nor  (fid  the  rage  of  play  ever  en^oss  his 
whole  rtmdf  or  wholly  absorb  his  faculties. 

lO 
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Nature  b^d  hnidiant^  in  his  bosom  many 
elevated  iaclinatians^  vrhich,  though  over- 
powered and  oppressed,  yet,  m  he  advanced 
in  <  Ufe,  continyally  acquired  strength.  If 
ambitioii  formed  the  firsts  the  love  of  letters 
constituted  the  second  of  these  passions.  When 
he  contemplated  the  extent  of  his  own  talents, 
and  comi^ored  them  with  those  of  Lord  North, 
or  o^  every  other  individual  in  either  House 
of  Parliament ;  it  was  impossible  for  him  not 
to  perceive  the  moral  certainty  of  his  attaining 
by  perseverance,,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years> 
almost  any  public  situation  to  which  he  might 
aspire,  in  the  possession  and  en^oyinirilt  et 
power,  he  necessarily  anticipated  the  reco^ety 
of  that  indepextdance  which  he  had  sacrsfieedt 
at  the  gaming-table ;.  as  well  as  the  means  of 
recompensing  the  zealous  friendship  or  devo^ 
tion  of  his  nuiue^ous  adherents. 

No  man  in  puUic  life  ever  possessed  more 
determined  fiieads^  ofi  exercised  ovef  them  a 
more  unbounded  inflaenee,  tbou^^  he  was  by 
no  means  as  tractable'  and  amenable  to  r'easoii 
or  to  entreaty  on  many  occasions^  as  the  ap- 
parent^ suMity  of  hk  dicq^ition  seemed  to 
indics^e.  Eveur  interest  could  noi^  always 
bend  him  to  a  eom^pliance  with  its  dictates. 
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nor  expostulation  induce  him  to  pay  the  niost 
ordinary  attention  to  persons  who  had  mate* 
rially  served  him.  In  1784,  at  the  election 
of  a  Member  for  Westminster,  which  was  very 
obstinately  contested,  Horace  Walpole,  after- 
wards Earl  of  Orford,  whose  age  and  delicate 
health  prevented  him  from  almost  ever  leaving 
his  own  house,  yet  submitted  to  be  carried  in  a 
Sedan  chairto  the  Hustings  in  CoventGarden,  to 
vote  for  him.  But,  no  remonstrances  could  pre- 
vail on  Eox  to  leave  his  name  at  Mr.  Walpole's 
door,  though  he  passed  it  continually^  in  his 
morning  walks.  Hare  himself,  who  was  one  of 
his  most  favoured  associates,  vainly  exerted 
every  effort  to  make  him  say  a  few  civil  words 
to  a  lady  of  quality,  by  whom  he  was  seated  at 
supper  in  a  great  pubUc  company,  met  ex* 
pressly  to  celebrate  the  success  of  his  Elec- 
tion :  a  success  to  which,  that  lady,  as  he 
knew,  had  contributed  by  every  means  in  her 
power;  and  who,  as  her  reward,  only  aspired 
to  attract  his  notice  or  attention  for  a. few 
minutes.  He  turned  his  back  on  her,  and 
would  not  utter  a  syllable. 

If  ever  an  individual  existed  in  this  country^ 
who  from  his  natural  bias,  would  have  in- 
clined to  maintain  in  their  fuUest  extent,  all 
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the  jttst  prerogatives  of  the  crown ;  and  who 
would  have  restmned  widiin  due  limits^ 
every  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  people,  to 
dkninish  its  influence;  we  may  assert  that 
Fox  was  the  man.  The  principles  of  his  esurly 
Mutation ;  the  example  and  exhortations  of 
his  &ther»  for  whom  he  always  preserved  an 
afiectionate  reverence,  which  constituted  a 
most  pleasing  feature  of  his  character;  his 
first  political  connections ;  all  led  him  to  the 
loot  of  tl^  tiirone.  He  had  tasted  the  com^* 
forts  of  office  under  Lord  North,  and  his*  very 
wants  rendered  indispensable  a  return  to 
power.  Nor^  whatever  moral  disappidbation 
his  private  irregularities^  rniqaeistionaUy  ex- 
cited in  the  iireast  of  a  Sovereign,  whose 
whole  life  was*  exempt  from  any  breach  of 
decency  or  decorum;  could  lliose  defects  of 
conduct  have'  formed  any  insurmountable 
impediment  to^^is  attainment  i»f  the  highest 
enq>ky:mentS4^  ^  In  point  of  €ictf  ^  neidieri  Jthe 
Zhdceoff  Grailonr  whom  <'  Jmmis"  stigmaiizeg 
ks  ♦«  a  libertine  Jby  profession  >**  nor  tM^Ear Is 
of  Rbdiford  and  Sandwidi,  nor  'Loed  iWey- 
mouth,  nor  L(»?d  Barrington,  nor  Lonl  Thur« 
lowv  had  been  distinguished  by  sapctity  of 
mannerism  though  they  had  ail  occupied  the 
first  situations  Jn^  the  sta(;e«^  Sir  fVancis  Dashf- 
wood,  who  afterwards  became  premier  fiason 

VOL*  Up  c         ' 
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of  £nglsnd»  under  the  title  of  J^ord  Le  Ded<i 
penser,  and  whom  Lord  Bute  made  Chancisllor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  1762,  far  exceeded  in 
Uei^ndousiiess  of  conduct,  any  thing  exhibited 
since  Charles,  the  iSecond.     He  had  founded 
a  soeiety  denominated  from  hi&  own  name, 
<^  the  Frandscans,"  who,  to  the  niunber  of 
twelve,  .met.  at  Medmenham  1  Abbey,  near 
M&rlpw  in  Biioks,i!>n.the  banki^  of  the  Thatnesi 
Wilkes :  was  ia  niemjber  of  this  unholy  irater4 
nity^.  of'  wihidi  he  jriiakeB  mention  ia  his  letter 
to  EarL  Temf^e,  .£;6di  iBagshot,.  in  Sq^tember, 
1761^:    Bites,  jof  a  nature  330  subversive  of  all 
decentg^afidcialcialated,.  by  an  imitation  of 
the  cMemcaiiea:  and  mystedes .  of  the  Ca« 
thoUc  chmrc^  to  render  re^ito  itself  an  ob^ 
Jectiof  contumely,..  wer0  there,  celebrated^  as 
eannot  be  r^Bb^eted  on  witlMut  astonishmei^ti 
Sit  Francis  hinxself  ofilciated  as  High  JPriest^ 
habited  m  ihe  dresft  of  a  Fifaiicisjcan  Monk^ 
pouring  a  Ubaliion  ftowra  Coimnuxiion^Qiip^ 
to  tlffi  siysttoidus  object:  of  their  homagt^ 
Ghnirc^ytU,  in  h^^cpiMia  of^^^TheGaddidate/^ 
has  drawn  him  w)dm  Ihb  cha^acter^  at  Med-* 
Hlenham.:  but  I  caniiot. prevail  An  mys^  to 
dte  tiie' passage..   Imiiioralify;Qr  ^vbn:|>i:oflii^ 
gaiey,.  abstractedly :  oonsidered^  fiMnned  tiiere>» 
fiate'^na  bar  t^  emploijmiCBi  uttdttr^  George  Ibjl 
Tiara..-  •    ^^    r  ..;-./ 


Fox*s  error  arose,  if  net  whoBy,  yet  priiu 
cipaHy,  from  a  different  source.  Iti  the  iardof 
of  pfbliticat  opposilaon,  stimulated  perhaps  by 
domestic  waiits  of  many  kinds,  finding  himself 
so  hmg  excluded  from  office,  and  tonecious 
that  he  was  become  personally  obnoicious  to 
the  Sovereign,  by  embradilg  Ui€f  cause  andth^ 
defence  of  his  revolted  subjects  beyond  th6 
Atlantic ;  F»x  <Ud  ndt  al#&y«  cMifilie  Mtt»e)f 
wlthfn  a  constitutiond  and  temp^mtie  ¥e8iSfr^ 
wfkct  to  ihe  measul^es  of  tiie  CtcH^.  'Mirigfin]^ 
the  spifit  of  faction  wi*  the  pi%ad?^6s  6f 
^iidyl  while  h*  ttj»|ie^tfe4  otify  to  akick  tHfe 
Kfinisier,  he  leveHei  niafty  of  Wii  ieve^est 
itt^ihuaEtidtis  W  aceasati6iiy  ift'lihe  Kth^:'  H6 
«c«i$equenti[y  obstxntted  th^  attainmetlt  ^the 
object  M^ieh  lay  witkift  his  grasp.  Aii  the 
Ameritean  \^rar  drew  ^^owards  its  termfiiatioft, 
Ije  ^obAfenredf  scarcely  ^ny  meaStine  in  the 
eoAdenkhfttioti  'whreh  he^  expreitei^ff  fof  ttie 
iirtlthaWof  the  contest-  bfj:  hi- - 

'Whenthii^nfeW  parliamehtmet-ori^Jie  first 
^y^f  November,  lySd,  and  ftiras  j^ropbseA 
In  the  ^^res^'to  the'Tbr^e,  t^att tfe  flou^ 
ifhOcmiticm^  ifMAd  'acKnlo^ed^e, ^»tefe ^4 
'^  ohjtWts  <tf  iftie'Rfeg'sT^jraftrf^r^  an4<i6n6<*rf, 
^mtk  M*prMot^'%e  haj^iiiess  WVt^eH^ 

C   2 
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pie;''  words  merely  complimentary;  Fox  rising 
in  his  place,  exclaimed,  —  <<  We  are  called  ou 
<<  to  recognize  the  blessings  of  His  Majesty's 
f<  reign.  I  cannot  concur  in  such  a  vote,  for 
^<  I  am  not  acquainted  with  those  blessings. 
<*  The  present  reign  offers  one  uninterrupted 
*<  series  of  disgrace,  misfortune,  and  ca- 
"  lamity  I**  Only  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  in 
January,  1781,  when  the  debate  on  the  Dutch 
war  took  place,  —  "  The  reign  of  Charles  the 
<*  Second,*'  observed  Mr.  Fox,  "  who  twice 
<<  engaged  in  hostilities  with  Holland,  has 
<<  been  denominated  an  infamous  reign :  but, 
<*  the  evils  inflicted  on  this  country  by  the 
<«  Stuarts,  were  happily  retrieved  by  a  Revo- 
.*<  lution }  while  the  ills  of  the  present  reign 
**  admit  of  no  redress."  He  even  proceeded 
to  draw  a  sort  of  panUlel,  or  rather  contrast, 
between  Catherine  the  Second,  and  George  the 
Third  I  who  having  ascended  the  thrones  of' 
Russia  and  of  Great  Britain,  nearly  about  the 
same  time,  had  exhibited  an  opposite  line  of 
CQnduct}  the  fonner  empire  rising  under 
Catherine  into  eminence }  whil^  England 
governed  by  George,  sunk  into  contempt.  In 
l^f^yember,  1779,  he  far  excQedjed  even  the 
^Diegoing  remarks,  when  h^  did  i)Ot  hesitate 
J^  Qo^p«re  Henry  the  Sixth  with  His  present 
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Majesty ;  and  to  assimilate  their  characters^ 
qualities,  and  the  disgraces  of  their  respective 
reigns,  as  affording  the  most  complete  resem- 
blance.    "  Both,**  he  observed,  "  owed  the 
•*  crown  to    revolutions :    both    were   pious 
*^  princes,  and  both  lost  the  acquisitions  of 
^  their  predecessor.*'     The  speeches  of  Fox, 
it  must  be  owned,   breathed  a  very  revolu- 
tionary spirit,  throughout  the  whole  progress 
of    the    American    war.      Smarting    under 
such  reflections,  the  King  began  to  consider 
the  principles  and  the  doctrines  of  Fox,   as 
inseparably  implicated  with  rebellion.    From 
that  instant,  the  splendor  of  his  talents  only 
enhanced  the  magnitude  of  his  offence.     His 
uncle  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  who  seemed  to 
emulate  the  same   distinction,   and  who  in* 
dulged  himself  in  remarks  equally  severe  on 
the  supposed  interference  of  the  Crown  in. 
perpetuating  the  struggle,  might  find  pardon 
in  the  mediocrity  of  his  abilities.     But,  FoxV 
&ult  necessarily  inspired  deeper  feelings  Otf 
resentment,  and  may  be  said  to  have  emi^^ 
nently  contributed  to  the  misfi>rtunes  of  his 
political  life. 

. .  •  ■     .  ^. 

Amidst  the  wildest  excesses  <^you^,  eveni 

whfle  the  perpetusd  victim  df  his  passion  ia«^ 
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for  play,  tM  elegant  miiid  eagerly  cultivateiji 
at  intervals,  a  taste  for  letters.  His  education 
had  made  him  early  acquaiuted  with  the 
writers  t£  Greece  aad  Rome,  historical,  a$ 
well  as  philosophical  and  poetical.  The  beau^. 
ties  of  Horace,  Tadtus,  Juvenal,  and  Cicero„ 
ivhich  were  &£ailiar  to  him,  seaned  alws^ys 
to  present  themselves  to  his  memory,  without 
an  effort*  When  speaking  in  Parliament,  he 
knew  how  to  avail  himself  of  their  assistance, 
with  a  promptitude  and  facility  that  it  is  di^- 
cult  to  imagine.  Burke  himself  was  not  his 
superior  ^a  this  point.  So  weU  had  he  been 
grounded  in  classic  knowledge,  that  he  could 
read  the  Greek,  no  less  than  the  Roman 
hittorians^  as  well  as  poets,  in  the  original  ^ 
BXkd  however  extraordinary  the  fact  may 
appear,  he  found  resources  in  the  perusal  of 
thieir  works,  under  the  most  severe  depres- 
sMMkfl  occastoned  by  ill  success  at  the  g^^ning, 
tfOde^  .  Topham  Be^^uclerk,  whom  I  have 
already  had  occasioi^L  to  mention,  and  who 
always  maintpitted  habits  of  great  intimacy 
wiHh  Fox;  qjujttfd  him  pm^  morning  at  six 
o'clock,  after  having  passed  the  whole  pi'e* 
ceding  night  together  at  Faro.  Fortune  had 
beenj  ^lOflt  ilpifa.i^aurable  t^qn.  Fox,  whqm  his 
friend  hfk,  m  ^  fk^am  of  jam^  ^^os^clpng  ^ 


d^0]?&«loii^  B^^MK^lerk^R  anxiety  ft)r  the 
tond^u6|)ces  which  might  ensue  from  «ich 
a  state  of  a^tati<>n,  impelled  hiai  tobeeariy 
skt  F^^'s  lodgings;  attdi'on  arriving,  he  eiih 
quired^  not  \vitiiout  a|^ehension,  whether 
he  was  rij^en*  Hie  servant  ri^l^ng  that  Mn 
Fox  wa^  in  the  drawing-room»  he  wdU^ed  up 
stairs}  and  cautiously  opening  the  door» 
where  he  expected  to  hehold  a  frantic  game« 
^er  irtr^cfaed  on  the  floor,  bewailing  faia 
i^ii^ortunes,  ot  plunged  in  inlent  despair ;  to 
his  equal  astonii^inent  ^nd  sadsfaotton.  Beau- 
clerk  discovered  him  intently  engaged  in 
reading  a  Greek  Herodotus.  ^*  What  would 
^'  yoa  have  me  do»^'  said  he,  ^'  I  have  lost  my 
^  last  shilling  ?*  Such  was  the  elasticity^ 
soanrtty,  and  equality  of  disposition  that  d;uu 
facterized  him;  and  with  so  little  effi>rt  did 
be  pass  from  profligate  c&sipation,  to  te« 
aeaffches  of  taste  or  literature*  After  staking 
and  losing  all  that  he  could  raise,  at  Faro  $ 
instead  of  exclaiming  against  fortune,  or 
iftanifestiiig  the  agitsrkion  natural  under  such 
ci^cumstanoss,  he  haa  been  known  to  Jay  las 
head  on  the  table;  und  mtsiqing  Msjdace^ 
but,  extenuated  ky  fttigwe  of  ipind  aikl  body^ 
almost  inunedjiatqfy  tQ  fal^  ii^^  Jt  profound 
sleep.  ■..'  7  *.'        .  .;•■}  .••    • 
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Mr.  Fox  was  not  only  conversant  with  the 
works  of  antiquity:  modern  history,  polite 
letters,  and  J)oetry,  were  equally  familiar  to 
him.  Few  individuals  were  better  instructed 
in  the  annals  of  their  own  country*  Having, 
travelled  when  young,  over  Francpand  Italy^ 
he  had  studied  the  finest  productions  of  those 
countries,  so  fertile  in  works  of  genius,  at  the. 
fountain-head.  Davila  and  Guicciardini  he 
read  in  the  original.  Dante,  Ariosto,  and 
Tasso,  constit^ited  the  frequent  companions 
of  his  leisure  hours,  whom  he  perused  with 
delight }  and  the  beautiful  passages  of  which 
authors,  as  he  proceeded,  '  he  constantly 
marked  with  his  own  hand*  For  the  poem 
of  the  "  Orlando  Furioso,"  I  know  that  he 
expressed  great  partiality.  Nor  was  he  devoid, 
himself,  of  some  portion  of  poetic  tal^it,  as 
many  compositions  of  his  pen,  which  remain, 
sufiiciently  attest ;  though,  for  ease,  delicacy, 
and  playful  Satire,  he  could  not  stand  a  com* 
petition  in  that  branch  of  accomplishment, 
with  bis  friend  and  companion.  Colonel  Fitz.*^ 
patrick.  The  verses,  ot  Epigram,  written  on 
Gribbon's  accepting  the  employment  of  aliord 
of  Trade,  in  1779*  beginning, 

"  King  George  in  a  fright. 
Lest  Gibbon  should  write 
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Tbe  Uit'ry  of  England^  £sfrace ; 
Thought  00  way  so  8ure 
.  His  pen  to  secure. 
As  to  give  the  historian  a  place  ;'' 

I  have  always  understood  to  be  fiom  Fox's, 
pea,,  though  it  is  disowned  by  Lord  Holland, 
as  ^^  certainly  not  his  uncle's  composition/' 
I  know,  however,  that  some  years  afterwards, 
when  his  effects  were  sdzed  for  debt,  and 
sold  i  a  set  of  Gibbon's  ^'  Decline  and  Fall 
<f  of  tibe  Roman  £mpire,"  in  the  first  leaf  of 
which.  Fox  had  with  his  own  hand  inserted- 
the  Stanzaa  in  question ;  sdid  for  a  very  con^ 
sidetable  sum,  under  the  beUef  or  conviction 
that  he  was  their  author. 

Fox  conversed  in  French,  nearly  with  the 
same  purity  andfacihty,  as  he  did  in  Fnglish; 
writing  in  that  language  not  less  correcdy, 
nor  with  less  elegance.  A  man  of  his  high 
birth  and  connexions,  possessing  qualttcations^ 
so  rare,  independant  of  his  parliamentary 
talents,  seemed  to  be  pc»nted  out  by  nature, 
for  the  Superintendence  of  the  foreign  Depart*: 
laent.of  state.  Those  persons  who  anticipated 
the  fall,  of  Lord  North's  administration,  already 
imi^gined  that  .they  beh^  Mr.  Fox  in  tbit 
situation,  for  whicji  talents  and  education  had 
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evidently  defif^n^dbiiH.  Y^t,aifttf  contemplat- 
ing the  portrait  which  I  hare  here  sketched, 
and  which,  I  imagine,  even  his  greatest  ad- 
mirers win  admit  to  do  him  no  injustice ;  it 
is'lor  impartial  pontevitytodeteimine,  whether 
oh  lull  examination  of  his  merits  ftii4  diefoctsi,^ 
George  the  l^ird  may  h^  connidetidd  as  most 
d^cmng  of  approbatioii  or  of  blaiiiM^>  inneviet 
having  at  any  period  of  his  re^,  vdidbtttily 
called  Mr.  Fo^  to  his  counsels.  >  If  entrgy  of 
mind,  enlargement  <^  views,  Armh^ss  of  cha- 
liaeter^  anenity  of  manners,  acquaintance 
'With  foreign  courts  and  languages,  &cility  in 
ooiiducting  business,  and  pi^od^oua  iRtel« 
lectual  powers,  combi»ing  eloquence,  appti-* 
cation,  as  well  as  discernment;  —  if  these 
Wido'draients  are  considered  as  foarmii^  an 
incontestahle  claim  to  public  enq^Ioymi^it^ 
luamisteined  by  moral  qualities,  or  by  pro^ 
perty;  we  mu^  condemn  the  sesitence  q£ 
Qxdusioti  passed  upon  him.  Those  persons  otv 
the  otiber  hanfl,  who  consider  all  tsilent,  how^ 
eveor  eminent,  as  ladiically  defective,  .unl^ 
susfaikied  fa^  deconun,  and  a  regard  ifor 
^fHtti^  ;i  as  wteti  as  all  who  prefer  sobriety  of 
ockiftdvttt,  regularity  cf  deponmeiit,  and  the 
tisrtues  of  ptivBife  life^  above  any  ability' w^oh 
hatuwi<taa  bestow  an  mm ;  *^  lastly^  all -who 


iHi^^d  ju498Mat,  under  the  eantroul  of  strict 
prki^kif  as  tlie  most  indi^ensable  requisite 
of  a  minister  to' whom  the  pobUc  honor  aad 
fS^Ucity  are  m  some*  measure  necessarily 
^trusted }  <-~  such  persons  wiU  prolmbly  hesi*^ 
ta^  hdhf^  they  dwide  too  hastfly,.  on  the 
d«g?:ee;  of  censure  or  of  coimnendation^  which 
tiie  .King'sr  conduct  towards  Fox/oug^  to 
eiieite  in  our  minds*  . 

If  Fox  occupied  the  first  plao^  in  the  r^nks 
of  c^positioPi  Burke  q^ght  be  pronoonc^ 
without  content^  the  second  p^son  in  tha^ 
powered  body.  His  extraordinary  endo^t 
xmnta  of  mind  superseded  every  defefst  pf 
biithi  fortune,  connexions,  ox  country  j  and 
placed  him  on  an  eminence,  to  whi^h 
no  subject  in  my  time,  unassi^ed  by  tho9^ 
advant£|ges,  with  the  single  exception  of 
Mv*  Sh^riddn,  haft  ever  attained  in  the  public 
estimation.  For  it  may  perhaps  be  justly 
questioned  whether  the  splendid  talentjS;  of  tli|e 
fir^t  Mr*  Fitt»  would  have  forced  his  w£|y 
into,  the  Cabinet,  unaided  and  unsu8t$^96d  by 
his  alliance  with  the  family  of  GreAviUe.  .  Of 
years  much  more  advanced  than  Fox,  Burke 
|«di9JNidy^t^ild  tq  ^ij^gmif^  hi^ifinne 
9a  a  qpeakei^  m^  .^ould^iioti  wteU  .^ugiPMRt  !the 


^8  HrsTOitiCAt  C^7*^^ 

reputation  which  he  hlul  acquired  in  that 
capacity.      Perhaps,  if  we  were  to  point  out 
the  period  of  his  life  when  he  stood  on  -the 
highest  ground  as  a  piAlic  man,  in  the  esti» 
mation  of  all  parties,  we  should  name  the  year 
i^rSi.     His  recetit  exertions  in  bringing  fbrv 
ward  the  Bill  for  the  reform  of  the  Civil  lAsty 
which  had  engaged  such  general  attention  in 
the  last  session  of  the  preceding  Parliament, 
continued  yet  fresh  in  recollection.    Whatever 
Opinion  might  be  entertained  respecting  the 
necessity  or  the  eligibility  of  those  proposed 
regulations  in  the  royal  Household ;  only  one 
sentiment  pervaded  the  house  and  the  nation^ 
on  the  unexampled  combination  of  eloquence^ 
labor,  and  perseverance,  which  had  been  dis- 
played by  their  enlightened  author.     They 
covered  with  astonishment  and  admiration, 
even  those  who  from  principle  or  from  party, 
appeared  most  strenuous  in  opposing  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Bill  itself,  through  every  stage. 
The  very  rejection  which  had  attended  many 
clauses  of  it,  and  the  address  with  whidi  others 
were  finally  evaded  or  eluded,  had  conduced 
to  raise  him  in  the  national  opinion. 

While  however  I  do  this  justice  to  his  talents 
and  intentions,  it  is  impossible  not  to  consider 


witli  very  dt£ferent  feeiings^  the  splendid  Eulo* 
gkmi  which  he  m^^  on  that  occasion,  of 
which  Necker  formed  the  subject.  Burke,  in 
sublime  and  animated  language,  described  the; 
systent  of  puUic  credit  adopted  by  LoUis  the 
Si^lieesDtlH  under  the  guidance  of  hisGenevese 
financial  Minister;  which  he  depictured  aq 
the  consummation  of  human  ability,  economy, 
and  judicious  calculation.  Neither  Sully,  nor 
Colbert,  he  s^id,  could  compete  with  Necker: 
white  the  Sovereign  of  France,  unlike  his  pre- 
d/eces9ors  on  tibie  throne,  who  had  recourse 
when  in  distress,  to  the  bold  frauds  or  plunges 
of  bankrupt  despotism,  for  raising  pecuniary 
sapplies ;  built  all  his  plans  on  the  firm  basis 
0f  national  confidence,  sustained  by  pecuniary 
regulations  calculated  to  pay  the  interest  ci 
ike  debt  thus  incurred.  Such  were  the  arts 
and  assertions,  by  which  George  the  Third, 
Lord  North,  and  the  American  war,  became 
objects  of  reprobation!  If  Burke  really  be- 
Heved  ihe  fiicts  that  he  laid  down,  what  are  we 
to  jdiink  of  his  judgement!  But,  thefe  is  a  holy 
mistakea  zeal  in  politics,  aa  in  religitm,  ck* 
which  ddusive  eup.he  had  drank  deep,  llie 
intoxication  insensibly  dispeised  after  1789  } 
unlb^iie  1792,  hebehdd  Lonk  the  S^teenthy 
iNec)cer»  and  thar  insensate,  or  pernicious 
im»mx^^  through  a  just  Medmm»    He  then 


endeavoured  to  coimtei^ct  the  ^ct  of  lui^ 
owa  orations.  In  1781,  th^^deli^sion  sttfosfetod 
m  all  its  force.  The  unqualified  <!0ildetn* 
nation  which  he  had  always  bestowed  on  the 
American  war,  from  the  peri^  of  itis  com- 
mencement, seemed  to  be  at  least  justified'  by 
the  result  of  the  contest;  and  in  th<*  seiiti^ 
ment  he  was  then  sujipofted  by  a  minority 
of  the  Btitisli  peopLs.  Wbeii  to  the  oper* 
atkm  of  ihese  eomfained  causes^  we  add  tho 
acknowled^d  medioceity  of  bis  fortune,  which 
left  hisi  in  a. sort  of  dqeiendance  on  the  Mair^ 
q[i;i]^  of  Eodkingfaahi ;  tc^etber  with  hisboRg 
exclusion  fcdm  office,  and  his.  uniinpeachcid 
Bftwll.  cbacactw,  eosEfcrastidd  with  the  irregidsu 
];itim:of  Fox^s  coiidiict;  we  shall  not -wonder 
at  the  high  place  which  h^  occupied^  wttfaifi; 
no  less  than  without,  theiwaJls  of  the  Hou0d 
ofCommona. 

.'     ■  .     ■  .     >••  .  ..'....I 

AU;  those 'persoi]^  tt)<  whoto  hk  memory  vis 
d«a$y  ^aay  Mk^  to  {^ontemitlatci  Inm  iat  this  point 
9f  tiiiie^  wbevi  he  appears  most  redplendeoolt,  as 
^e]Ji(aa>jp^  from  many :  of  the  weaknesses  in«. 
^Oipsistf^fMies^  aiid  iOifiiiKkitjes,  to -/^hlch  4^ 
n^.tome  ^mhjwU  md,  fiiite  which  die  wa^hif 
]^:V9«9^&Ga^  :£QbiiEdknit^9i«iSii)teoUoot 
,^h  iemi^nii  t^i|iienilouirtim(mtAtioii9»  mA 
m^^y  iidMtebKlide;  with  lidbDch,  Itk^f^mi 


1 78  3,  he  eaeh  time  qiik;ted  tive  Pay'^office^  oh  the 
changcf  of  administi^tion.     They  wili  remeai^ 
ber  the  acts  of  imprUclence  and  itidiscretioii^ 
not  to  call  them  by  any  harsher  name,  which 
characterized  his  tenure  of  office,  during  the 
existence  of  the  Coalition  ministry ;  to  defend 
or  to  palliate  which,  demanded  the  utmoA 
efforts  of  Fox's  parliamentary  abilities.     They 
will  probably  admit  and  lament,  his  too  ardent 
prosecution  of  Hastings,  fbt-  poMtical  erfors 
or  trespasses,  which,  even  though^  they  had 
existi^  in  their  utmost  extentf  ought  to  hii!ve 
fdtind  their  apology  ili  the  <(Uftcti!ties  of  hij( 
ftituatkfti';  be^et  with  domestic  alid  fore^  eiaie^ 
inibs,  it!  ehAtgeof a  vatt  empire,  and  nteessi^ 
tatfed  to  find  i^esources  W  the  ispot,  agakist 
initemal  commotiotis,  no  less  than  against  exter- 
nal hostility.  They  will  r^robate  witii  si^Verity, 
his  int^perate  and 'indecorous  conduct,  as 
ft  Member  of  Pariittttiehty  in  1788,  on  an  oeca- 
tionwhen  the^  country  at  Urge  fblt  the  deepest 
syt^aihy  and  distress  for  the  illness  of  the  So*^ 
vere^n^     And  fttiatly,  tho^agfa  they  will  ekuH 
kr  the  naeritorious  line  of  mction  which  he 
eihbraced  on  the  edmmcfncemcnt  i)#the  F¥^nch 
R^vc^ulion,  aaeqtfsdiy  honoUfabletQhimsdi^ 
s&dbMeficial tOK  i^e  cause  of  brder  atid  gd^ 
vtihimMt  thipwghdut^hist  dvii^cl  worild;  yet 
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they  cannot  forget  that  he  received*  from 
Mr.  Pitt  soon  afterwards,  two  pefnsions  for  three 
lives,  of  eighteen  hundred  Pounds  a  year,  each, 
as  his  reward :  and  they  will  Perhaps  incline 
to  admit,  that  on  an  impartial  survey,  Mr* 
Burke  appears  greater  and  mpre  elevated  in 
1 78 1,  than  at  any  subsequent  perjiod  of  Ids 
political  life. 

He  was  th^i  more  than  fifty  years  of  age, 
of  which  he  had  passed  fifteen  in  the  House 
of  Commons.    I  believe,  he  owed  his  first  seat 
in  that  assembly,  not  to  the  Marquis  of  Rock* 
ingham,  but  to  the  late  Earl  Vemey,  with 
whom  he  had  formed  some  connections  of  a 
pecuniary  nature ;  during  the  continuance  of 
which,  both  that  nobleman  and   Mr.  Burke 
became  purchasers  to  a  considerable  amounts 
of  East  India  Stock.     The  latter,  as  it  was 
asserted,  sold  out  in  time,  after  clearing  so 
large  a  sum  by  the  transition,  as  with  it  to 
have  purchased  the  estate .  or  house  at  Gre-» 
gories,  near  Beconsfield  in  Bucks,  where  he 
always  resided  when  not  in  Londojo.    Lord 
Verney,    less    fortunate,    or   less    prudent} 
though  ppssedsed  of  a  vast  landed  property, 
was  almost  ruined  by  his  East  India  pur- 
chases; an(|  Richard  Burke,  Edmund's  bi9« 
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ther,  nrho  was  then  a  practitioner  at  the  Bar, 
being  likewise  involved  in  the  same  losing 
concern,  was  said  to  be  unable  to  fulfil  his 
Stock  engagements  ;  or  in  the  language  jof 
Change  Alley,  to  have  waddled.  Hence,  in 
allusion  to  this  circumstance,  his  enemies, 
instead  of  Dick  Burke,  commonly  called  him 
Duck  Burke.  Edmund,  in  178 1,  rented  a 
house  in  the  Broad  Sanctuary,  Westminster, 
conveniently  situated  for  his  attendance  in 
Parliament ;  but  entertained  very  little  com- 
pany 'y  and  his  pecuniary  obligations  to  the 
Maxquis  of  £ockingham,  which  were  known 
to  be  great,  sufficiently  indicated  the  limited 
nature  of  his  private  fortune. 

'Nature  had  bestowed  on  him  a  boundless 
imagination,  aided  by  a  memory  of  equal 
strength  and  tenacity.  His  fancy  was  so 
vivid,  that  it  seemed  to  light  up  by  its  own 
powers,  and  to  burn  without  consuming  the 
aliment  on  which  it  fed:  sometimes  bearing 
him  away  into  ideal  scenes  created  by  his  own 
exuberant  mind,  but  from  which  he  always 
retiu-ned  to  the  subject  of  Debate  ;  descend- 
ing from,  his  most  aerial  flights  by  a  gentle 
aud.  imperceptible  gradation,  till  he  again 
touched  the  ground.      Learning  waited  on 
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him  like  a  handmaid,  presenting  to  his  choice, 
all  that  Antiquity  had  culled  or  invented,  most 
elucidatory    of  the   topic   under  discussion. 
He  always  seemed  to  be  oppressed  under  the 
load  and  variety  of  his  intellectual  treasures, 
of  which   he  frequently   scattered   portions 
with  a  lavish  hand,  to  inattentive,  impatient, 
hungry,  and  sleepy  hearers,  undeserving  of 
such  presents.      Nor  did  he  desist,  though 
warned    by   the    clamorous    vociferation    of 
the  House,  to  restrain  or  to  abbreviate  his 
speeches.  Every  power  of  Oratory  was  wielded 
by  him  in  turn  :    for,  he   could  be  during 
the  same  evening,  pathetic  and  huniorous; 
acrimonious  and  conciliating;  now  giving  a 
loose  to  his  indignation  or  severity;  and  then, 
almost  in  the  same  breath,    calling  to  his 
assistance  ridicule,  wit,  and  mockery.     Yet, 
with  this  assemblage  of  endowments,  which 
would  have  sufficed  to  form  many  Orators ; 
though  he  instructed,   delighted,  and  asto- 
nished, he  frequently  &tigued,  because  his 
faculties  were  not  controlled  and  chastened 
by  a  severe  judgement. 

In  his  dress  and  exterior  he  was  not  less 
negligent  than  Fox :  but,  the  spirit  of  party 
did  inot  blend  with  the  colour  of  bis  appaxel ; 
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and  he  rarely  or  never  came  to  thfe  Hou$e  in 
Blue  and  Buff,  though  he  eulogized  Laurens, 
the  American  Ex-President,  when  a  prisoner 
in  the  Tower,  far  beyond  the  picture  which 
Pope  has  left  us  of  Atterhwryy  under  the  same 
circumstances.  Burke  constantly  wore  spec- 
tacles. His  enunciation  was  vehement,  rapid, 
and  never  checked  by  any  embarrassment: 
for  his  ideas  outran  his  powers  of  utterance, 
and  he  drew  from  an  exhaustless  source.  But; 
his  Irish  accent,  which  was  as  strong  as  if  he 
had  never  quitted  the  banks  of  the  Shannon« 
diminished  to  the  ear,  the  enchanting  effect 
of  his  eloquence  on  the  mind.  Dundas,  who 
laboured  under  a  similar  impediment,  yet 
turned  it  to  account,  if  I  may  so  express 
myself;  some  of  his  expressions  or  allusions, 
by  the  variation  in  pronouncing  a  single 
letter,  or  pressing  too  hard  upon  a  vowel,  fre^ 
quently  produdflg  spch  an  equivocal  soundi 
conveying  so  styange  an  impression  on  the 
ears  of  his  ^u^ence,  as  put  tQ  flight  all  gra- 
vity, and  convulsed  the  house  with  laughter. 
In  brilliancy  of  wit.  Lord  North  alone  could 
compete  with  Burke ;  for  Sheridan  had  not 
then  appeared.  Burke  drew  all  his  images 
j&om  classic  sources :  a  feet,  of  which  be  dis- 
{^yed  a  beaptif\4  e>^emplificatjp%  wl^en  he 
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said  of  Wilkes,  bome  along  in  triumph  by  the 
mob,  that  he  resembled  Pindar,  elevated  on 
the  wings  of  poetical  inspiration, 

^—  **  Numerisque  fertur 
Lege  solutis.'' 


His  personal  qualities  of  temper  and  dis- 
position, by  no  means  corresponded  with  his 
intellectual  endowments.  Throughout  his 
general  manner  and  deportment  in  Parlia- 
ment, there  was  something  petulant,  impa- 
tient, and  at  times  almost  intractable,  which 
greatly  obscured  the  lustre  of  his  talents. 
His  very  features,  and  the  undulating  motions 
of  his  head,  were  eloquently  expressive  of  this 
irritability,  which  on  some  occasions  «eemed 
to  approach  towards  alienation  of  mind. 
Even  his  friends  could  not  always  induce  him 
to  listen  to  reason  and  remonstrance,  though 
they  sometimes  held  him  down  in  his  sesrt, 
by  the  skirts  of  his  coat,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  ebullitions  of  his  anger  or  indignation. 
Gentle,  mild,  and  amenable  to  argument  in 
private  society,  of  which  he  formed  the 
delight  and  the  ornament,  he  w*as  often 
intemperate  and  even  violent  in  Parliament. 
Fox,  however  irritated,  never  forgot  that  he 
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w^  ^  chief.  Burke^  m  his  most  sublime 
flights,  was  only  a  partizian..  The  counten- 
ance of  the  latter,  which  rarely  relaxed  inta 
a  smile,  did  not  invite  approach  or  concili- 
ation.  His  enmities  and  prejudices,  though 
they  originated  in  principle,  as  well  as  in 
conviction,  yet  became  tinged  with,  the  virur 
lent  spirit  of  party  ^  and  were  eventually  in 
many  instances,  inveterate,  unjust,  and  insur- 
mountable. Infinitely  more  respectable  than 
Fox,  he  was  nevertheless  far  less  amiable. 
Exempt  from  his  defects  and  irregularities^ 
Burke  wanted  the  suavity  of  Fox's  manner, 
his  amenity,  and  his  placability.  The  one 
procured  more  admirers.  The  other  pos- 
sessed more  friends.  Though  acting  together 
to  a  common  point,  as  members  of  the  House, 
of  Commons,  and  embarked  in  the  same 
cause ;  their  intimacy  seemed  always  to  com- 
mence, and  to  cease,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Lobby.  Burke  retired  from  the  discharge 
of  his  parliamentary  functions,,  exhausted, 
chagrined,  and  often  irritated;  to  repair 
immediately  to  his  family,  or  to  the  duties 
and  avocations  of  domestic  life.  Fox,  al» 
ways  fresh,  and  never  more  alert  'than  after 
a  long  Debate,  only  quitted  the  House,  in 
order  to  drive  to  Broqkes's.  Even  in  their 
i>  3 
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nearest   approximations,  there  were  always 
essential  and  striking   distinctions   between 
thie  two  Opposition  leaders.      In  genius,  in 
learning,  in  eloquence,  in  politics,  they  were 
assimilated.    But,  in  their  occupations,  amuse* 
ments,  society,   companions,   and  modes  of 
Kfe,  never  were  two  men  more  discordant. 
They  continued,  nevertheless,  to  act  together 
through  succeeding  Parliaments,  in  good,  and 
in  adverse  fortune,  'till  the  French  Revo- 
lution finally  dissevered  them.     The  obvious 
defect  of  Burke,  was  want  of  temper  and  self- 
command.     Fox's  latent  blemish  lay  in  his 
dissolute  habits  and  ruined  fortune,    which 
enabled  his   enemies  to    compare  him  with 
Catiline.     Both  wanted  judgment  to  perceive, 
that  even  under  the  free  Constitution  of  Great 
Britain,  the  Cabinet,  though  it  may  be  taken 
by  storm,  cannot  be  long  held  except  by  favor. 
Mr.  Fox,  in  1806,  appears  to  have  thoroughly 
come  up  with  this  great  truth,   of  which,  in 
1 78 1,  he  was  either  regardless  or  ignorant. 

In  surve3ang  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House  of  Commons  at  this  period,  the  idea  of 
Barre  naturally  and  unavoidably  suggests  itself 
after  that  of  Burke.  Both  were  natives  of 
the  same  country,  Jreland;   and  both  had 
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attained  to  vast  celebrity  in  their  adopted 
country,  England.  But,  no  sort  of  compa- 
rison could  be  made  between  their  talents, 
acquirements,  or  claim  to  general  admiration ; 
in  all  which,  Burke  possessed  an  infinite  supe- 
riority. Of  an  athletic  frame  and  mould, 
endowed  with  extraordinary  powers  of  voice, 
Barre,  as  a  speaker,  roughly  enforced,  rathe^ 
liian  solicited  or  attracted  attention.  Severe, 
and  sometimes  coarse  in  his  censures  or  accu- 
sations, he  nevertheless  always  sustained  his 
charges  against  Ministers,  however  strong, 
with  considerable  force  of  argument  and  lan- 
guage. Slow,  measured,  and  dictatorial  in 
his  manner  of  enunciation,  he  was  not  car- 
ried away  by  those  beautiful  digressions  of 
genius  or  fancy,  with  which  Burke  captivated 
and  entertained  his  audience.  Master  never- 
theless of  his  subject,  and  more  attentive  than 
Burke,  not  to  fatigue  the  patience  of  the 
House,  when  eager  to  rise,  he  frequently 
obtained  a  more  indulgent  hearing.  De- 
prived already  of  one  eye,  and  menaced  with 
a  privation  of  both ;  advanced  in  years,  grey- 
headed, and  of  a  savage  aspect,  he  reminded 
the  beholders  when  he  rose,  of  Belisaiius,  rather 
than  of  Tully«  Yet  possessing  a  cultivated 
understanding,  convengmt  with  the  works  of 
»  4 
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antiquity,  and  able -on  occasion  to  press  them 
into  his  service,  he  sometimes  displayed  a 
great  diversity  of  information. 

Near  him,  on  the  same  Bench,  in  the  front 
ranks  of  the  Minority,  usually  sat  hi&  friend 
and  colleague.  Dunning.  Never  perhaps  did 
nature  enclose  a  more  illuminated  mind,  in  a 
body  of  meaner  and  more  abject  appearance.. 
It  is  difficult  to  do  justice  to  the  peculiar  spe- 
cies of  ugliness  which  characterized  his  person 
and  figure,  though  he  did  not  labor  under 
any  absolute  deformity  of  shape  or  limb.  A 
degree  of  infirmity,  and  almost  of  debility  or 
decay  in  his  organs,  augmented  the  effect  of 
his  other  bodily  misfortunes.  Even  his' voice 
was  so  husky  and  choaked  with  phlegm,  that 
it  refused  utterance  to  the  sentiments  Which 
were  dictated  "by  his  superior  intelligence. 
In  consequence  of  this  physical  impediment, 
he  lay  always  under  a  necessity  of  involunta- 
rily announcing  his  intention  to  address  the 
House,  some  time  before  he  actually  rose,  by 
the  repeated  attempts  which  he  made  to  clear 
his  throat.  But,  all  these  imperfections  and 
defects  of  configuration,  were  obliterated  by 
the  ability  which  he  displayed.  In  spite  of 
the  Monotony  of  his  tones,  and  his  total  want 
of  animation,  as  well  as  grace  j  yet  so  power- 
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ful  was  reason  when  flowing  from  his  lips,  that 
every  murmur  became  hushed,  and  every  ear 
attentive.  It  seemed,  nevertheless,  the  acute 
Sophistry  of  a  lawyer,  rather  than  the  speech 
of  a  man  of  the  world,  or  the  eloquence  of  a 
man  of  letters  and  education.  Every  sentence, 
though  admirable  in  itself,  yet  resembled  more 
the  pleading  of  the  Bar,  than  the  oratory  of 
the  Senate.  So  difficult  is  it  for  the  most 
enlightened  intellect  to  throw  off  the  habits 
of  a  profession.  Dunning  neither  delighted, 
nor  entertained  his  hearers ;  but  he  subdued 
them  by  his  powers  of  argumentative  ratioci- 
nation, which  have  rarely  been  exceeded. 
They  soon  afterwards  raised  him  to  the 
Peerage ;  just  in  time  to  attain  that  elevation, 
as  his  constitution  speedily  sunk  under  accu- 
mulated disorders,  which  hurried  him  prema- 
turely to  the  grave.  This  extraordinary  man, 
who  Was  not  exempt  from  great  infirmity  of 
mind,  felt,  or  perceived  so  little  his  corporeal 
deficiencies,  as  to  consider  his  person  with 
.extraordinary  predilection.  Fond  of  viewing 
his  face  in  the  glass,  he  passed  no  time  more 
to  his  satisfaction,  than  in  decorating  himself 
ibr  his  appearance  in  the  world.  He  and 
.Barr^,  who  were  fellow-labourers  in  the  same 
vineyard,  represented  likewise  the  same  Bo- 
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roughs  Calne;  and  belonged,  or  at  least  looked 
up  to  the  same  political  Chief,  Lord  Shelbnme* 
They  consequently  were  smimated  by  no  comv 
mon  principle  of  union,  or  of  action,  with 
Fox  and  Burke,  except  one;  that  of  over^ 
turning  the  Administration.  On  all  other 
points,  a  secret  jealousy  and  rivality  subsisted 
between  the  adherents  of  the  Shelbume,  and 
&e  Rockingham  parties. 

Admiral  Keppel  might  likewise  be  accounted 
among  the  principal  members  of  C^o^tion 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  at  this  period ; 
though  his  talents  seemed  to  be  no  more  con- 
spicuously exerted  in  Debate,  than  they  had 
appi^ared  while  he  remained  on  the  quarter 
deck,  during  the  memorable  action  of  the  27th 
^f  July,  1778.  But  the  persecution  which,  aa 
it  was  pretended,  he  had  undergone,  for  his 
conduct  on  that  day ;  the  accusation  brought 
against  him  by  Palliser,  and  the  ministerial, 
as  well  as  royal  enmity,  which  he  had  incur- 
red ; — these  political  merits  elevated  him  to  a 
consideration,  which  he  could  otherwise  never 
have  attained.  Excluded  from  representing 
the  Borough  of  Windsor,  at  the  recent  general 
£lection  in  1780 ;  the  popular  effervescence  of 
•the  moment,  inflamed  at  his  rejection,  wher^ 
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it  was  supposed  that  the  influence  of  theSove* 
reign  had  considerably  operated  to  his  preju« 
dice,  brought  him  in  for  Surrey :  a  County  in 
which  he  possessed  no  property,  nor  any 
hereditary  interest.  There  appeared  neither 
dignity  in  his  person,  nor  intelligence  in  his 
countenance,  the  features  of  which  were  <rf 
the  most  ordinary  cast ;  and  his  nose,  which^ 
in  consequence  of  an  accident  that  befel  him 
in  tUe  course  of  his  professional  life,  had  been 
almoiit  laid  flat,  gave  him  an  equally  vulgar 
and  unpleasant  air.  His  abilities  were  indeed 
of  a  very  limited  description,  altogether  nnSt 
for  such  a  theatre  as  Parliament:  but  the 
Minority  having  already  d^tined  him  to  ^uCp 
ceed,  and  to  supplant  Lord  Sandwich,  as  soon 
as  they  could  gain  possession  of  power,  it  b^ 
came  indispensable  to  sustain  him  on  every 
occasion,  with  all  their  efibrts. 

Another  distinguished  naval  Commander, 
Lord  Howe,  who  then  filled  a  seat  in  the 
Houses  might  likewise  be  numbered  among  the 
determined  opponents  of  government.  Since 
his  return  from  America,  he  had  not  enjoyed 
the  smiles  of  the  Court ;  but  his  professional 
character  suppOTtedhim  with  the  public.  His 
steady  and  phlegmatic  courage,  added  to  the 
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wholesome  severity  of  his  discipline  when  on 
service,  deservedly  placed  him  high  in  the 
estimation  of  all  parties.  Among  the  sailors 
he  was  known,  from  his  dark  complexion,  by 
the  epithet  of  "  Black  Dick/*  If  no  genius 
could  be  discovered  in  the  lines  of  his  face, 
there  was  in  them,  an  expression  of  serene  and 
passive  fortitude,  which  could  not  be  mistaken. 
His  Profile  bore,  indeed,  a  very  strong  resem- 
blance  to  the  portraits  of  George  the  First, 
from  whom,  by  his  mother,  he  descended. 
She  was  the  natural  daughter  of  that  Prince, 
by  his  mistress,  Madame  de  Platen,  whom  he 
created  Countess  of  Darlington,  somje  years 
after  his  accession  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. In  Parliament,  Lord  Howe  made,  if 
possible,  a  worse  figure  than  Keppel;  who^ 
when  he  addressed  the  House,  was  at  least 
intelligible,  though  he  might  not  greatly  illu- 
minate the  subject.  Lord  Howe's  ideas  were 
commonly  either  so  ill  conceived  by  himself^ 
or  so  darkly  and  ambiguously  expressed,  that 
it  was  by  no  means  easy  to  comprehend  his 
precise  meaning.  This  oracular  and  confused 
mode  of  delivery,  rendered  still  more  obscure 
by  the  part  of  the  House  where  he  usually 
sat,  which  was  on  a  back  row,  at  a  distance 
from  the  Speaker's  chair,  encreased  however 
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the  effect  of  his  oratory ;  and  seemed  to  exem- 
plify Burke*s  assertion,  that  "  obscurity  is  a 
"  source  of  the  sublime.** 


Sir  George  Savile,  who  represented  the 
county  of  York,  attracted  great  consideratioti- 
His  known  integrity  and  disinterestedness, 
joined  to  his  extensive  landed  property,  ele- 
vated him  more  than  any  endowments  of 
intellect,  or  parlianiaitary  ability.  He  pos- 
sessed nevertheless,  plain  manly  sense,  and  a 
facility  of  utterance,  which,  even  independant 
t)f  his  high  character  and  ample  fortune, 
always  secured  him  attention. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  was  listened  to,  when- 
ever he  rose,  with  similar  deference  or  predi- 
lection. His  near  alliance  to  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire ;  his  very  name,  connected  with 
the  Revolution  of  i688,  which  secured  the 
liberties  of  Great  Britain;  his  unblemished 
reputation,  and  his  talents,  though  very  mo- 
derate ;  —  all  these  qualities  combined  to 
impress  with  esteem,  even  those  who  differed 
most  from  him  in  political  opinion.  Nature 
had  in  the  most  legible  characters  stamped 
honesty  on  his  countenance :  but  she  had  not 
accompanied  it  with  any  ornamental  present; 
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The  Opposition   already  considered  him  as 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  Embrio. 

General  Conway,  though  by  no  means  a 
men  of  first-rate  capacity^  or  a  superior 
speaker,  yet  surpassed  in  these  respects,  either 
of  the  two  last-mentioned  persons.  His  long 
military  experience,  his  birth  and  descent, 
together  with  the  recollection  of  his  having 
already  occupied  one  of  the  most  eminent 
emplojHnaents  of  state  under  a  former  admi- 
nistration ;  authorized  him  to  expect  a  situa- 
tion no  less  conspicuous,  in  any  future  minis- 
terial arrangement.  His  figure  and  deport- 
ment were  exceedingly  distinguished,  nor 
did  he  want  abilities ;  but  his  enunciation, 
embarrassed,  and  often  iiivolyed,  generally  did 
injustice  to  his  conceptions. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townsend,  commonly  deno- 
minated "  Tommy  Townsend,"  and  so  com- 
memorated  in  Goldsmith's  celebrated  Poem 
of  **  Retaliation,"  where  he  describes  Burke, 

*'  Tho'  fraught  with  all  learning,  yet  straining  his  throat. 
To  induce  Tommy  Townsend  to  lend  him  a  vote  5** 

looked    confidently    forward^   no    less    than 
General  Conway,  to  a  high  place  in  some 
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future  Ministry,  when  Lord  North  should  be 
driven  from  power.  Nor  were  his  expect- 
ations eventually  disappointed.  He  was  a 
man  of  very  independant  fortune,  and  of  con- 
siderable parliamentary  interest,  present,,  as 
wdU  as  prospective ;  two  circumstances  which 
greatly  contributed  to  his  personal,  as  well  as 
political  elevation :  for,  his  abilities,  though 
respectable,  scarcely  rose  above  mediocrity. 
Yet,  as  he  always  spoke  wi^)^  facility,  some- 
times with  energy,  and  was  never  embarrassed 
by  any  degree  of  timidity,  he  maintained  a 
place  in  the  front  ranks  of  Opposition.   , 

General  Burgoyne  would  not  deserve  any 
place  in  this  list,  if  respect  were  had  only  to 
his  parliamentary  talents :  but,  his  sufferings 
in  the  cause  of  Opposition^  which  elevated 
him  to  the  rank  of  a  martyr,  like  K^pel  y 
Fox's  attachment  towards  him,  and  his  con- 
nexion by  marriage  with  Lord  Derby,  one  of* 
the  Minority  chiefs ;  —  these  merits  supplied 
every  defid^icy.  It  was  difficult  to  contem^ 
plate  him,  without  involuntarily  recoUectittg 
the  disgraceful  colours  under  which  <<  Junius" 
has  designated  him,  as  /f  taking  his  stand  at 
*<  a  gaming*>table,  and  watching  with  the 
><  soberest  attention,  for  a  fair  opportunity  of 
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<<  aigaging  a  drunken  young  nobleman  at 
**^  Kcquet;**  as  "  drawing  a  regular  and 
**  splendid  subsistence  from  play;'*  and  as 
**  sitting  down  for  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
f*  infamoiLS  and  contented  with  the  money 
"  received  from  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  for 
**  the  sale  of  a  patent  place  in  the  Customs/' 
These  aspersions,  which  never  received  any 
public  answer,  did  not  prevent  his  occupyii^ 
a  distinguished  ]^lace  in  Fox's  regard ;  who 
exhibited  a;  strong  proof  of  it,  by  becoming 
Biugojme's  Nominee  on  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to.  try  the  contested  Election  for  the 
Borough  of,  Preston,  which  he  represented,  in 
the  spring  of  1781.  Supported  by  such 
ability,  the  General  kept  his  seat.  I  have 
been  assured  that  when  he  returned  on  his 
Parole  from  America,  in  May,  1778 ;  the 
Opposition,  apprehensive  of  his  taking  part 
with  Administration,  and  fearful  that  he  might 
accuse  the  adherents  of  Congress  in  this  coun- 
try, with  having  contributed  by  their  language 
in  Parliament,  if  not  by  other  modes  of  en- 
couragement, to  the  resistance  that  produced 
the  disaster  of  Saratoga ;  determined,  if  pos^- 
sible,  to  gain  him.-  For  that  purpose.  Fox 
went  down  privately  to  Hounslow,  where  he 
met  Burgoyne  soop  after  he  had  landed,  cm 
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his  way  from  Plymouth  to  London.  In  the 
course  of  a  kmg  and  confidential  interview. 
Fox  convinced  him  so  thoroughly,  diat  the 
Ministers  would  not  su|^ort.him ;  that  Lord 
George  Germain  must  accuse  him,  in  order 
to  exculpate  himself;  that  the  King  had 
imbibed  very  strong  prejudices  against  him, 
and  that  the  A(kninistration  could  not  last  a 
twelv^onthj  as  to  induce  the  General  to 
transfer  his  charges  of  misconduct,  from  the 
Oppo^tion,  to  the  Treasury  Bench-  Present 
protection,  and  future  employment,  whenever 
they  should  attain  to  power,  followed  of 
course.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  accuracy  of 
this  fact,  as. I  reeeived  it  from  high  living 
Authority. 

Wilkes  could  not  prc^erly  be  considered  as 
a  member  of  the  Minority,  because,  though 
he  always  spoke  from  that  side,  of  the  House, 
and  usually  voted  with  them,  yet  he  neither 
depended  on  Lord  Rockingham,  nor  on  Lord 
Shelburne :  but,  his  predilections  leaned  to- 
wards the  latter  Nobleman.  Notwithstanding 
however  the  personal  collision  which  m?;y  be 
said  to  have  taken  place  between  the  King 
and  him, .during  the  early  portion  of  His 
.Majesty's  re^}   Wilkes,  like  Burke,  nou- 

VOL.II.  JB 


so  HISTOfilC  AL  C 1 7^  I  • 

rished  in  his  bosom,  a  strong  s^Eitiineiit  <>f 
constitutional  loyaity«  He  gave  inddible 
proofs  of  it,  during  the  Riots  of  June,  1780, 
when  BuS,  one  of  the  Members  for  London, 
crouched  under  Lord  George  Gtirdan's  mob. 
And  though  Wilkes  lent  his  aid  to  ovwtum 
Lord  North's  Administration,  yet  he  never 
yoked  himself  to  Fox's  car.  On  the  contraiy, 
no  sooner  had  **  the  Coalition*'  unmasked 
their  battery  of  "  the  East  India  Kll,"  than 
Wilkes  rallying  to  the  crown,  as  the  only 
protection  against  Fox's  ambition,  took  the 
warmest  part  against  that  measure :  acting  in 
17&4,  nearly  the  same  part  which  Burke  did^ 
eight  years  later^  in  1792,  afler  the  French 
Revolution,  when  he  sought  shelter  beliind 
the  throne,  against  the  horrors  of  Anarchy, 
regicide,  and  insurrection :  horrors,  which 
Fox  never  could  perceive,  and  for  which  he 
even  apologized  in  no  small  d^ree. 

Such  was  the  aspect  whieh  the  House  of 
ICommons  then  presented.  Ktt  and  Sheridan, 
w)xo  have  since  in  difierent  ways  occupied  so 
<^eat  a  share  c^  public  attention,  'had  not 
either  of  them  as  yet  come  forward.  In 
order,  however,  to  form  a  more  complete 
estimate  of  the  principal  individuals  who  at 
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that  time  attracted  geperai  noimef  either  as 
siippoiters  of  Admini^tratic^n,  oraaC^i^Mates 
for  Office,  whenever  1^  C^po^iticm  ^hoiild 
cqme  inta  power ;  it  i^.atill  requisite  to. 'throw 
^glame  over  the  House  of  Peers. 

The  gr^at  Earl  of  Mansfield,  though  h^ 
had  already  advanced  beyond  that  :period  of 
l^e,  at  whieh.tbe  faculties  of  the  human  mind 
usually  begin  to  diminish  in  vigour,  did  not 
appear  to  have  lost  aay  of  the  strength  of  his 
int^eet.  In  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  no 
l6$s  than  in  Pariiament,  his  transcendent  abili- 
ties tStill  exdted  equal  respect  and  admiration. 
The  &iend  of  Pope,  of  Bdiingbroke,  and  at 
Sijr  William  Wyndham,  during  his  youth ;  he 
uaited  the  finest  accomplishments  of  {Science, 
to  the  most  prpfound  knowlec^  of  the  laws. 
In  the  recent  Riots  of  1780,  the  populace, 
whether  considering  him  as  inclined  to  support 
jpQieasures  of  an:  arbitrary  nature,  or  supposing 
him  a  friend  to  principles  o£  religious  toler- 
^ion  repugnant  to  their  feelings;  selected 
him  for  the  object  of  their  violence.  His 
house  and  his  papers  were  consumed :  but 
he  had  happily  escaped  aay  personal  efiectis 
jqf, their:  irage$  and  though  not  individually  a 
Hiemb^r   of  AdmiliifltfatiDn,   might  be  con* 
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sidered  as  disposed  on  all  occasions,  to  extend 
feis  assistance  to  the  Government.      Yet  did 
the  constitutional  and  characteristic  timidity 
which  distinguished  him»  prevent  his  ever  stand- 
ing forward  in  moments  of  Crisis  or  danger, 
like  Thurlow  and  Wedderbum,  as  the  cham- 
pion (^ministerial  measures.   With  the  single 
exception  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  no  man 
iiigh  in  Office,  had  been  so  severely  treated  by 
the  pen  of  "  Junius ;"  and  though  time  had 
skinned  over  the  wound,  the  Cicatrice  still 
remained.    That  able  writer,  after  pursuing 
4Jie  Lord  Chief  Justice  with  inconceivable 
pertinadty,  through  all  the  sinuosities  of  legal 
concealment  or  evasion,  under  which  he  at- 
tempted to  shelter  himself;  —  after  comparing 
him  to  the  most  prostitute  Juc^es  of  the  most 
arbitrary  reigns ;  to  TredlUany  under  Richard 
the  Second ;  and  to  Jefferies^  under  James  the 
Second  %  exclaims, — "  Who  attacks  the  liberty 
"  of  the  press?    Lord  Mansfield.    Who  in- 
*«  vades  the  constitutional  power  o{  juries  ? 
^*  Lord  Mansfield.    What  Judge  ever  chal- 
<<  lenged  a  Juryman,  but  Lord  Mansfield? 
^*  Who  was  that  Judge,  who,    to  save  the 
**  King's  brother,  affirmed  that  a  man  of  the 
^*  first  rank  and  quality^  who  obtains  a  ver- 
^  diet  in  a  suit  for  criminal  conversation,  is 
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*<  entitled  to  no  greater  damages  th4.n  the 
^*  xneanest  mechanic  ?  Lord  Mansfield/'  At 
him  ''  Jumus*'  levelled  his  last  Mows,  before 
he  foally  diaai^ieajred,:  as  a  pcditicaL  ifrriter. 
In  his  parting,  letter,  addressed  to  Lord 
Camden,  written  towards  the  end  of  January* 
1772,  exciting  and  invoking  that  Nobleman^ 
to  come  forward  as  the  accuser  of  the  Lord. 
Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench^  at  the  Bar 
of  the  House  of  Peers;  "Considering,"  says- 
he,  "  liie  situation  and  abilities  of  Lord  Mans- 
"  fidd,  I  do  not  scruple  to.  affirm,  with  the 
"  most  solemn  appeal  to  God  for  my  sincerity,^ 
"  that  in  my  judgement,  he  is  the  very  worst 
"  and  most  dangerous  man  in  the  kingdom* 
^*  Thus  &r  I  have  done  my  duty  in  endeavour- 
^  ing  to  bring  him  to  punishment  But,  mine. 
^  is  an  inferior,  ministerial  office  in  the( 
"  Temple  of  Justice.  I  have  bound  the 
"  victim,  and  dragged  him  to  the  altar," 
Severe,  and  perhaps  unmerited  as  these  accu-» 
sations  .may  appear,  yet  Lord  Mansfield's 
warmest  admirers  never  attempted  to  deny,, 
that  at  every  period  of  time  while  he  presided 
in  the  Court  of  Eong's  Bench,  his  opinions 
aqid  his  Decrees,  if  not  adverse  to.  the  liberty 
of  the  Press,  and  to  the  freedom  of  the  sub-^ 
ject,   imifoxmly  Jeaned  towards  the  Crown*. 

E  3. 
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Nop  id  it  possMe  to  justify,  either  in  a  moral, 
or  in  a-  legial  point  of  view,  his^  partial  and 
op{H*essive  conduct  towards  Wilkte  m  1763, 
when  the  Charges  agmnsfc  Ima  fbr  publishiiii^ 
Ife.45.  of  the  «  North  Britoni*'  arid*  the' 
*♦  Essay  on  Woman,'*  Were  tried  in  the  Gourfe 
c^  King's'  Bench ;  wMle  their  alutboi^,  wounded^ 
at  the  time  in  a  Duel,  was  absent  at  Pads. 
Lofd  Mansfield's  enemies,  not  without  some' 
reason  asserted,  that  he  was  better  calculated 
to  fill  the^  office  of  a  Pr^tor  under  Justinian; 
ti^an  to  preside  as  Ghief  Criminal  Judge  of  this 
kingdom,  ift  the  reigii  of  Greorge  the  Third. 

Lord  iKkighborough,  who  oWed  t6  Lord 
Notrth  his  recent  elevatioli  to  the  Pieerage, 
consfituteki  one  of  his  ^lest  advocates,  and 
most  zealous  supporters^  in  that  House.  Wed- 
derburn  had  risen  through  the  gtadiations  of 
the  ht^y  amidst  the  discussions  of  ParRameht, 
sid^  by  side  with  Thotlow.  More  temperate, 
pliant,  artful,  awrf  acccHnnlodating  ni  his  man- 
ners  th^ln  tfee  Chancellor,  he  equalled  that 
^oblemto  in  eloquence,  if  he  did  not  evdn 
surpass  him;  Churchifi,  iri  ofi6  of  his  Satire^, 
has  thought  proper  to  describe  Wedderbum, 
as  «  Mute  at  flie  Bar,  but  in  the  S6iiat6  loud.*' 
No  nterfi  ho'iv^tef  in  public  life,  pofeSessfed  more 
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versatility  (^  taints,  ovabilidesbetteix  adapted 
Id  eveiy  situation.  lie  proved  himself  as  re* 
iSi^d  a  Courtier  a;!  St.  James%  as  he  was  an 
aMe  lawyer  a«  Westminster.  Bid  defence  of 
Lord  CM^e^  when  under  accusation  befbre^ 
the  Hidwe  of  Commons^  suigmented  Weddar- 
bum's  legale  m  well  as  parliasnentaiy  jepi^ 
taAioTiv  It  had  been  perpetually  progresmve 
since  'that  time^  and  rendered  him,  ^e^ec 
as-a^Meniber  of  the  lower,  or  of  the  upper> 
H^mse,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  orna- 
ments of  tfkei  lon^'  Re^^ 

Nor  did  the  Opposition  at  this  time  want 
men  of  drntinguished  capacity,  professional 
and  poHtical,  in  the  House  oflxmAsi^  though 
the  Marquis  of  ibodkiAgham  was  not  to  b€^ 
a«fcoiimted  anK)ng  the  number.  MA»  rank,  y  $ 
integrity,  and  bis  vast  patrimonia}  pr^^rty, 
rai^r  than  any  intdlectaat  endowments^  had 
placed  hhn  at  the  head  of  his  party.  During 
the  short  period  of  time  when  he  formerly 
fiiied  I3i6  post  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury^ 
he  had  dfeplayed  more  rectiitude  of  intention, 
than  eifcher  vigor  or  ability.  Even  Us  eosisti- 
tution  and  frame  of  body  appeared  madequate 
to  the  fakigueat  of  im  official  situatiaa  demands 
iag  energy  and  application.     Lord  Camden 

£  4 
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oh  the' contrary,  though  mudi  more  advanced 
in  years,  had  retained  aH  the  powers  of  hw 
mind^  combined  with  personal  activity.  In 
Debate,: he  might  be  esteemed  equal  to  Lord 
Mansfield  himself;  while  his  exertions  at  every 
period  of  his  life,  in  d^ence  of  the  constitu- 
tional liberties  of  the  subject,  gave  him  a  sort 
of  superiority  to  that  Nobleman,  and  greatly 
endeared  him  to  the  nation.*  His  name^ 
atoiost  always  united  with  the  great  Earl  of 
Chatham^  ever  since,  the  accession  of  George 
the  Third,  seemed  inseparable  from  the  idea 
of  freedom. 

If  inde£itigable  and  laborious  pertinacity^ 
could  recommend  to  office,  or  qualify  for 
pubUc  emplo3rment,  few  mahbiers  of  the  uppei^ 
House  possei»sed  a  better  title  to  that  praise,, 
than  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  However  limited 
might  be  the  range  of  his  ideas,  he  supplied 
in  some  measure  by  application,  the  deficiency 
of  original  talent.  Hi&  person,  manners^  and 
address,  were  all  full  of  dignity ;  and  the  per-^ 
sonal  beauty  which  distinguished  Mademoi- 
selle de  la  Querouaille,  mistress  of  Charles  the 
Second,  his  great  grandmother,  was  not  be- 
<rome  extinct  in  him.  She  is  known  to  have 
retained  her  charms^  down  to  a  very  late  period 


of  hear  li£p ;  imd  the  fables  rekled  of  Ninon  de 
Pfindo^  were  in  wme  meiwure  verified  in  the 
DuchefM»'  of  IVH^taestoiith.     The  kte  Geop^ 
SdwyOf  who  hiidi«eea  hw  9t  Bieluno&d. House 
ift  the;  year  1753 ;  -r-  for,*  she  survived;  Chorlw 
the  iSecoad, .  neai:  fifty  years  v  assured  jne  that 
she  Wits,  evj^n  i)xesk  possessjed  of  many  attrac-- 
tians,  though  vevguig  towards  fourscore*  Like*, 
his  n^ihew,  Mr*  FoX|  the  Duke  did  not  sp9.re 
tiie    Kings  .wh^  addr^essing  the  House  of 
Lord^;  wd.he  was  Q09sidere4.^  pecmharly 
o|>aoxiQus  at,  SK*  Jan^ei^'i*     ^^ccused  by  hifr 
enemies^    of  wanting  personal  courage,   he 
mawfestedxiat   least   no   delect   of  political 
ri^aolutiai^*'.   At  the  £aat  India  House»  in  his. 
^$dity  of:  a  Propraetor,  no  losa  than  aa  a  Peei: 
of  PwUam^nt»  at  Wertminstei^y  he  was  e\eg 
active;   vigilant  in  det^^ctiqg  and  exposing 
abusesy  real  or  imaginary;  perpetually  bar* 
rassii^  every  Department  with  enquiries ;  and 
attacking  in  torn,  the  Army^  the  Adnuralty» 
9Qd  the  Treasury* 

But  no  individual  in  the  upper  Hous^^ 
attra<^ed  so  much  national  attention  from  hia 
accomplishments^  talents,  and  extensive  infor^ 
matton  on  aU  subject  of  foreign  or  domestic 
policy,  as  the  Earl  of  Shelbume.  In  the  prime 
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of  Uie,  an  J  in*  the  fhll  vigaui)  o£  his  faculties, 
he  displayed  whett€iver  he  rose  to-  spMk,  vat 
intimate  loiowl^ddge  of  Eurape^  together  with 
such  a  variety'  o£  matter,  aa  proved  him  emi- 
nently ^pmhtibd  to  M  the  highest  official 
sicuatioti.  At  an  eariy  period  of  His  Itfi^esty'g 
reigB^  in  ty66y  he  had  occiapied  witb  gtesk 
and  general  approbation^  the  poM  of  Secretary 
0^'  State  for  the  Home  Department,  dbring 
more'  than  two  years ;  and  he  might  justly 
look  forward  oa  any  change  of  Ministers)  to* 
be  again  employed  m  a  sanlbtr,  or  even  i«r » 
Ingher  place  oftnast  andpidwei^*  His  ae^piaint-' 
a^e  wlth^  the  Continent  wto  minute  and 
accurate  the  resdt'  of  ocular  inspection  <m 
niany  pmnfes,  e<»pected  by  reflexion ;  and  ma? 
proved  by  conespidnd^Eice  or  eommimieaitions 
ilrith  foreigners  ct  amnence,  whom  he  assh- 
dfionsl$<  eoltiyated  9ndt  protectedr  M#.  Pox 
himself  w>as  fkr  inferior  to  Lord  Sbetbuime  m 
these  branches  of  in£(>nnatioA.  Nor  was  thaft^ 
nobleman  less  versed  in  all  the  principles-  of 
Finance  and  of  Revenue,  than  in  the  other 
objects  of  pofitieai  study  ttvat  form  a  Stsi^s- 
ma!n.  His  house,  or  more  property  to  tspesk^^ 
his  palace  in  Berkeley-square,  which  had  f^r^ 
merly  constituted  the  residence  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute ;  formed  at  once  the  centre  of  a  consi^ 
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devMe  party,  as  wdl  as  the  Asylum  of  tast0 
and  seieiH^e.    It  is  a  fact,  tiiat  dimng  tSle 
latikw  years  o£  Lord  NcMrth's  Admitrisli'a^on, 
lie  retained  three  or  four  Clerks'  in  ebnsftoftt 
pt^  and  eifi][doynient,  utader  his  own  rodf^ 
who  wwe  solely  occupied  in  copying  state- 
papeas  or  accoonls.  Every  measure  ofFitiitice' 
adopted  by  the  first  Minister,  paired,  if  Imayi 
so   express  myself,   through  the  Alembic  of 
Shdbome  Hou^e,  where  it  was  exainifi^d^stnd 
se{verdy  discussed.    There,   while  Burning 
and  Barr^  met  to  settle  their  plan  of  actiitoy^  a^ 
Members  of  Parliament  on  the  Opposition 
Bendk  in  the  Hou^  of  Commons ;  Jaeks<m^ 
who  likewiie  sat  in  the  same   assembly,  f&t 
New  Romney,  and  the  variety  of  whose  infor- 
laation  had  aefttsred  hkn  the  name  of  <«0m- 
"niscatnt  Jackson,**  furnished  every  *pecies 
of  legal  or  geiseral  knowledge.     Dr.  Price  and 
Mr«  Baring  produced  financial  plans,  or  madt 
arithnetical  calculations,  meant  to  controvert 
mA  mrntHTtij  or  to  expose?  those  of  the  fiatit 
LofdofthoTreasury:  while  Dr.  Priestley,  who 
lived  under  the  Earl  of  Shelbume's  personal 
ptkltection,  (just  as  the  celebrated  Hoboes  hsid 
d#»e  at  Chatsworth,   under  the  immediate 
patrotfi^e  of  the  Earls  rf' Devonshire/ in  the 
preceding  Centwry ;)  prosecuted  in  the  midst 
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of  Ijon^tm^  his  philosophical  and  chemical 
researches.  Nor  ought  I  to  omit  in  this  list 
of  extraordinary  men,  the  distinguished  namei? 
of  Jervis,  and  of  Jekyll;  one  of  whom  has  risen 
to  sudi  n^val  honours ;  and  the  other  has  at- 
tained to  an  equal  eminence  at  the  Bar,  as  he 
enjoys  from  the  charms  of  his  conversation^  in 
private,  society. 

In  his  person,  manners,  and  address,  the 
£arl  of  Sheljburne  wanted  no  external  quality 
requisite  to  captivate  or  conciliate  mankind* 
Affable,  polite,  communicative,  and  courting 
popularity,  he  drew  round  him  a  number  of 
followers  or  adherents.  His  personal  courage 
was  indisputaUe.  Splendid  and  hospitable  at 
his  table,  he  delighted  his  guests  by  the  charms 
of  his  conversation  and  society.  In  his  mag- 
nificent Ubrary,  one  of  the  finest  of  its  l^nd  in 
England,  he  could  appear  as  a  Philosopher 
and  a  man  of  letters.  With  such  various 
endowments  of  mind,  sustained  by  rank  and 
foftunci  he  necessarily  excited  universal  con- 
sideration, and  seemed  to  be  pointed  out  by 
Nature  for  the  first  employments.  But,  the 
confidence  which  his  moral  character  inspired^ 
did  not  equal  the  reputation  of  his  abilities. 
His  adversaries  accused  him  of  systematic 
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duplicity  and  insincerity.  They  even  asserted 
that  unless  all  the  rules  of  Physiognomy  were 
set  at  d^ance,  his  very  countenance  and 
features  eloquently  indicated  Msehood.  In 
order  to  fix  upon  him  so  injurious  an  impu- 
tatien^  they  gave  him  the  Epithet  of  Malagridai^ 
from  the  name  of  a  Portuguese  Jesuit,  well 
known  in  the  modem  history  of  that  kingdom. 
And  these  insinuations,  though  not  perhaps 
accompanied  with  proofs,  were  nevertheless, 
either  from  the  credidity  or  the  malignity  of 
mankind,  widely  circulated,  as  well  as^very 
^eherdly  believed  throughout  the  nation. 

February.]     Among    the    circumstances 
which  will  alwajwr  render  the  Session  of  178 1 
peculiarly  interesting  to  posterity,  must  be  ac- 
counted the  active  appearance  of  Pitt  and  of 
Sheridan  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.   They  both  may  be  said  to  have  com- 
menced their  brilliant  parliamentary  career, 
nearlyatthesametime,  withina  few  days  of  each 
other.    Both  spoke  on  the  side  of  Opposition, 
und  both  were  received  with  marked  appro- 
bation, by  every  part  of  their  audience.    I  was 
present  when  each  of  them  rose  for  the  first 
time.  Pitt  led  tife  way,  on  the  second  reading 
of  Burke's  Bill  for  "the  Reform  of  the  King's 
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*'  Hpu8Qh(4d)*'  whioby  though  rqected  iu 
the  Is^t  Ses^on  of  the  preoediiig  Parliament^ 
its  author  did  not  the  less  bring  forward  aneiw, 
toward  the  idose  of  the  Month  of  February. 
He  reiterated  the  Mine  Encomiums  on  the 
enlightened  retrenchments  made  by  Neeker, 
mth  which  .he  had  entertained  the  House  in 
1780;  extottedthe  discernment  of  Louis  the 
Sixtecoitb,  in<maldng  choice  of  such  a  Minis- 
ter for  Superintendant  of  the  Fizuuoices ;  and 
Inserted  that,  the  selection  would  produce 
moi^e  substantial  benefit,  as  well  as  nioj?e  solid 
glory  to  his  leign^  than  had  resulted  £rom  all 
the  deeds  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  But,  the 
measures  adqpted  by  an  ai:bitrary  Prince  for 
nuiatainiqg.a  war,  in  whidi,  contrary  to  every 
ma:dm  of  wise  policy,  no  less  than  by  the 
:aubversion  of  all  treaties  subsisting  between 
France  and  England,  he  had  engaged  with  us, 
did  not  appear  to  form  a  proper  model  fpr  our 
imitation.  Ailer  a  Debate  of  consid^mble 
kngth,  the  Bill  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
forty*three  Votes,  in  a  very  fuJOi  House.  Great 
expectations  having  been  formed  of  Htt,  ^a 
soirt  of  anxious  impatience  for  his  coming 
ibpv»rd,  .pervaded  the  assembly ;  which  wims 
strongly  impressed  from  cc^nmon  report,  iintlia 
>eUef  of  his  hereditary'  taleots  and  :el<)^|iAenee^ 


He  uji^i^i^tioiKtbJy  coftime0eed  uixcter  most 
auspicious  cir^unrntances ;  his  Birth,  and  his 
Name,  by  resuctditafciag  as  it  wece  the  first  Earl 
of  Chatham,  whose  memory  awai:e»ed  isuch 
gftimatiing  TecoUeetionfl,  |>repcffiflg  every  ear 
tio  fo^  attentive;  and  -thus  removiag  all  th0 
impeds&eiits  that  present  themselves  in  the 
way  of.  ordinary  men,  when  attempting  to 
address  Psyrliaaient.  But,  sanguine  as  might 
be  the  opimo^is  entertained  of  his  ability,  he 
far  exceeded  them ;  seeming  to  attain  at  his 
outset,  tMt  object,  which  other  Candidates  for 
fmbltefaiae  or  i&vmir,  slowly  and  laboriously 
:efiect  by  length  of  time  and  regular  gra- 
dations* 

It  was  in  reply  to  Lord  Nugent  that  Pitt 
Jrdt  faffoke  <»1^2€e,  from  under. the  Galleiy  on 
the  Opposition  »de  of  the  Hwise.    The  same 
composure,  ^elfrposses^on,  and  imposing  dig- 
nity of  manner,  which  alberwards  so  eminently 
oharaoter^d  him  when  seated  .on  tiie  Trea- 
isury  Benchj  distinguished  him  in  this  ^t 
-esB^y^ofhk  powers,  though  he  than  wanted 
tthree  numths  to  have  c<m^pleated  his  twenty- 
second  lyear.     The  same  nervous,  correct, 
and  jpolished  <tictio9,  free  from  any  inaccuca^ 
of  language,   or  embartassmeut  of  deport- 
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ment,  which,  as  First  Minister,  he  subsequently 
displayed,  were  equally  manifested  on  this 
occasion*  Formed  for  a  popular  assembly,  he 
seemed  made  to  guide  its  deliberations,  from 
the  first  moment  that  he  addressed  the  mem- 
bers composing  it.  But,  a  circumstance  which 
will  more  forcibly  exemplify  this  assertion, 
than  any  description,  I  must  not  omit.  Lord 
George  Germain  having  occasion  to  make 
some  verbal  communication  to  Welbore  Ellis, 
who  sat  near  him,  they  continued  during  a 
few  moments  to  whisper  each  other,  while 
Mr.  Pitt  was  speaking.  Offended  at  such  an 
apparent  inattention  on  the  part  of  two  indi- 
viduals so  high  in  office,  he  suddenly  sus« 
pended  his  discourse  ;  and  then  looking  round 
upon  the  House,  which  was  all  ear,  he  said« 
with  a  manner,  and  in  a  tone  still  mor&  im- 
pressive than  the  reproof,  "  I  shall  wait  till 
"  the  Agamemnon  of  the  present  day,  has 
"finished  his  consultation  with  the  Nestor  of 
*«  the  Treasury  Bench."  Thfe  observation, 
which,  independent  of  its  classic  beauty,  and 
its  severity,  arose  from  an  accident  impossible 
to  have  been  foreseen,  it  was  obvious,  could 
not  therefore  be  premeditated ;  and  its  effect, 
not  only  on  the  two  persons  to  whom  it  was 
specially  directed,  but  on  the  House  at  large. 


md^eetrkk.  Lord  George  and  Mri  El% 
iti  Itomfe  €<mftiiriott,  hlskftritly  resmtted'thdf 
fenn^r  dttitudire/'and  Mf/Ktl' ^kpftifencett 
n(>  fATther  kH^rfUftiol^,  All  menr  feelreicl'ifli 
hiiii  jfli^oiiM  a  fbtfure  Mfeftster*,  €ihd:th^^^Op- 
poaition,  ovfefjoyed  at  siieh  an  ac^ceission'  i$^ 
length,  A^*edwi<fc  eath^6tfeler  ite  iteii'En^ 
osmiums,  as  well  es  ih  their  ^^(Sctionst  of 
hik  ce^aki  elevation.  Bui^e'^^diadiyedv  that 
**  he  W^  n<)t  merely  a'  «hip  of  the  old  blodc, 
«  but ihe^old  block  itselfi"  Nor  did  Fox  do 
less  jtisSce  t&  the  taleii^  of-  this  new  oom|>e- 
titor  for  power,  popularity,^  aifd  emploifioeiiti 
Having  carried  him  to  Brookes's  Club,  a  few 
dsays  afterwards,'  Pitt  wa«  elected  a  mettifeer 
of  t*ni«  society.  Which  theai  doirtip^^hertieil 
aliifoi^*all  the>m^  <^f  rafnk^  And^^^t^fslH^niM 
engaged  *in  p»li2eft€ftttary  C^pdllifioiil^^  to  ^Mi- 
nisters.' It  is  a  facjt,  that  Pitt  rem'aiiied. 'during 
several  years,  a  m^nberof  Bftjokes's^  *biit  he 
rarely,  if  fever,  appeared thifre;  after  he  c*iffl^ 
inta OM^e.  So» nice  v^tkM$  tact,- so  dieep' hi» 
penefetatioiii  -and  in  sd^^jfeflterem  a  moniid^was 
he  cast  #rOtti^Pd*,' that  €fj^?feaoii:h»^ 
tion  ift  Stl  JamesVrtVeet,  though  it  wsw  df 
the  mdst  flaltering  desai^ion,  ^fce^  wafe  liot 
da2eled<  tfb^'  tvoii^ky  ft.c  '  On  the .  contraty  be 
held 'biUiW  'Mud  n€^'  coalesced  wi«h  tbat 
VOIm  il  f 
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pfitfty^  beyond  external  appearnfiees*  Fax 
himself  aooa  perceived  the  coldness  of  Im  uew 
(Uy,  for  whom  play  had  no  attractions :  b«it 
Blither  he  nor  Burke  t;rere  probably  aware 
oS  the  profound  and  reg%datedt  but  ,soariilg 
Itanbitioii,  whidi  animated  hiai  to  aspire,  with* 
out  passing  through  any  mttHtnediate  stage^i 
to  the  first  employments  <^  the  State.  Still 
lesik  could  they  apprehend  ot  foresee  that  he 
would  form  dtxring  the  greater  part  of  their 
iUture  lives,  the  principal  and  insormountabla 
bar  to  their  own  attunment,  or  peffnuuient 
enjoymeit  of  office^ 

Mr.  Pitt,  when  he  thus  rose  for  the  %8t 
tigte,  re]^*esented  the  Borough  of  Appleby  in 
WeiAanoreland,  and  was  indebted  for  his  seat 
ill  the  Hotise,  to  Sir  James  Lowth^r ;  whose 
propelty  asid  parliamealary  influence,  which 
in  the  Counties  of  Cl^Bberknd  and  Wesrtmpre* 
land  were  immense,  enabled  him  to  bring 
seven  or  eight  Members  into  that  assMibly. 
Sir  James  was  reward^  by  Mr.  Pitt,  for  this, 
and  for  other  services^  with  im  £n^^  Earl- 
dom, little  more  than  three  yiearii  afterwards. 
But  he  eagerly  embraced  the  first  occasion 
whidi  presented  itself,  to  obtain  a  more  inde* 
.petid<»tit  sei^t  in  Parliament,   opd  :to;eman« 


cijNite  Mv/ftidi  frbm  way  depemdanee  m^  or 
personal  connexi^ni  wiliir  ifche  Loiistliet  F|uxi%« 
The  matriaionial  aUiance  of  Sir  James  with 
LpidBute^  cmet  of ^ho^e  dju^hters  he  had 
iftimiedi}  tke  jitane  of  XdTvA^,  which  had 
beeii;reiideccu}  iunpopidtr,  if  sot  odi€kis,.hyj 
1^  iMisiimMk^  cfMbest  >^ith  tbe>Duka  of  PorU 
]A]i4>  iBtbiQ  bfegiiini%  cwf.  the  j^etent  reigns 
.  4«Ld  «^eii  tiii^  q^iwmrtm!  of  ;SJr  J«fni»  Lowther 
i^f§lft::tyrwiliQti»  ^eibeariQ^^  vidbit,  and 
&isyiieirti(r  uo^r  »Qj:eiUbraiO(t  of  temper,  6r  of 

p«|l^  Mn  jPitt.tosei/eilc  ciw^inhere  a moreihde^ 
pj^nddnt  fcttle^  to  call hiniseif one  of  thexepre-* 
i«iitatiirea  of  .the  pebple^  |Murticuburl|i  after 
hik  elpnoaiua  to  ilne  iiea^  of  th^  Treasury* 
He  wn^  nanfflttilcdeia^  co^qpelled  to  widt  fo9 
§MtA  AOiMcaiuoVy  tm  the  Dissoiution  of  fea^ 
UmtneAiAM^a^fiyB4i  dwifig  all  whieh 
imiod  jbft  S9it  fbrilip^dhify  er#n  wheo  Chaii'>^ 
iMilar  pf  (Jk:  OiMdiefnMrr  uml^r  Lord  SHeU 
burne's  Admiiustratioiiy  and  afterwarck  wjieA 
fitst  Lord  of  th^  Treasury.  At  length,  in  the 
S^^ang.ei  %fA4,lm  aunkterial  veij^t,  ra^er 
fimk  hk  iildiifiidiiafl  qotfUtiei  an4  ivtfimmi  ^ 
il»1ikd  Itfiin!  to^  iiim  out:  Lord Jdbm  llotmi^^ 
1^ih(»Mr.  John  ToaRBsend),  and  to  place  him* 
mif^Xl^^keAdi^oS  thi^oU&r  die  University  of 
F  2 
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Cambridge ;  4ui  election^  and  a  seat,  in  every 
sense  gratifying  to  his  feelings. 

It  was  not,  indeed,  to  the  personal  iriend^ 
ship  of  Sir  James  Lowther,  that  he  originally 
owed  his  entrance .  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. He  was  indebted  f^  that  aidvaiitage, 
which  conducted-  him  with  such  rapidity,  to 
the  highest  offices,  principally,  if  not  soldy,* 
to  the  late  Duke  of  Rutland,  a  Nobleman  of 
nearly  tihe  same  age  as  Mr.  Pitt.  The  early 
kitimacy  which  subsisted  between-  them  at  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  was  cemented  by 
the  political  ties  that  had  formerly  united  their 
fiithers;^  the. Marquis  of  Garanby,  and  the  Earl 
of  Chatham,  during;  tbe  neign;  of  jQeorge  the 
Second.  As  every  cireumsiiance  connected 
with  the  public  life  and  career  o£  sueb  a  man 
as  Mr.  Pitt,  becomes  interesting,  1  shall  relate 
frommy  owape^rsondll^nowledge^  someifaetil 
not  undeserving  of  Qonupemorfctioa,  upoathis 
subject 

Among  the  piersons  who*  we^;adii|itted  to 
the  familiarity  of  the.  kte  Duke  of  ^  RutlaiM^ 
and  iidio.had;  access  to  him  at  ahndst  all  hours, 
^bout  this  vtime^. was  a  man.  of  the  nasm  of 
Kirkps^rick. .  Posse&sibg*  a'  small  property  at 


JBenritIn  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  withiri 
a  few  miles  exfi  Lowther  Hall,  he  was  known 
to^-  arid  protected  by  Sir  James  Lowther,  with 
whom  he  maintained  a  ^dustalit  and  habitual 
JUtef  course.  The  Duke  and  Sk  Jttmes,  b6th^ 
trentfed!  Imn  a&  a. saet  of  Bnflfoon,  who  diverted 
them  by  liisr:  eccentricities^  and  he  was  fre- 
quency employed  between  them^  on  errands^ 
or  mesisiges*  During  the  Autumn  of  the  yeat 
1780,  the  Duke  dispatched  Kirk|)atrick  from 
his  house  in  Arlington-street,  to  Sir  Jsunea 
Lowther,  who  resided  in  Cbaffles-streetr  Berkel 
ley-«quare }  with  a  verbal  request,  that  **^  Sif 
**  James  would  do  him  the  favour^  if  possible^ 
^*  to>  reserve  a  seat  among  hiA  Boroughs^  for  a 
•f  friend  of  the  Duke's,  Mr..WilHam  Ktt,  a 
*♦  younger  son  of  the  Eatl  of  Chatham*** 
KirkpMrick  has  oft^i  related  to  me  l^e  par* 
ticulars  of  his  interview  and  conversation  with 
Sk  Jame$  Lowthei?^  whom  he  found  iii  the 
aet  oi* shaving  him^teUl  ^*  Weil,.  Kirk,"  for  sa 
he  was  always  denomiAate4  9^  said  Sir  James,: 
"  what  may  be  your  business?*'  ^*  I  am  come 
•^  fmm  Arlii^on-street,"  answered  he,  "with 
"  a  message  to  yOu  firom  the  Duke  J'  "  What 
"  are  his  commands?"  replied  Sir  James^ 
«'  He  requests  that  you  will  oblige  him  by  re- 
**  aerviiig  a  seat  for  a  jfriend  of  his,  Mir.  Pilt^ 
F  3 


'Vl^rd  Cbat^m's  l»raCber/^  ytoiig  genlfi- 
/\  mail  of  ya»t  abiHtiess  whom  the  Duke  wishes 
/*  to.brk^g  intofttriiameirf.'?/  i*  I  wish  he  had 
?*  s0iits(>otier«to  me^^Mtetorned  he;^  *«^'I«  the 
«  veryanxipti*  dwutit  Kidc?** .  «  EsTOtet 
**  ingty  so,  you  oiay  be  ai^aoiied.^?'  .«!1htega 
5*  bsw^tothe  Duke/*  wte  lri<>  rqply,  <♦  ariA 
«  tell  hhn  that  I  Ajriil  see  him  in  t^ie  course  of 
<<  this  day,  and 'we  \r^  talk  the  tti»ttet»  over 
«  together."  ;Kii?lq>atric*  <nuArifed  »back  (^fe 
f»QS«^ :  Sir  James  Lowtba*  and  the  Dtfke  idf 
RUtlatd  haidng  inet^  thw  eveftttitd  iemi0eqi)«mfe 
of  their  ihtdrviewrwlas  that  Mr*  Pitt  came  irt 
for  Affxleby*  Not^  however,  itt  the  General 
ElecitiDn  which  teokylace  iii  Steptewb^j  1^786: 
Mr*WilKam  Lowiher,  the  present  Earl  df 
Lonsdale^  haiviiig  succteded  in  niakitig  hti^ 
election,  for  Glirlisle,  as  w^B  M  for  A^Ieby, 
viztcatedihis  seat  for  the  Mter  pkce^  ftffel^'thle 
meeting  of  Pkriiament,  and  Mr^  Htt  t<^  thl^n 
returned  -for  that  Borough.  This  ev^fitt  did 
not  happen  before  the  be^tinliiig  ittf  1781, 
towards  the  fclo'se  -  of  JantWiiy,  w»h6to  hte  took 
iiie  oaths  and  hi»  8ea£.  He  ^mfe&ti^  silent 
about  five  weeks,  before  he  roi^  &nd  ]^d- 
nounced  his  first  Speech.  * 

Having  been  bi^ought  up,  a«  k  w^vendif 
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knovm,  to  the  profession  of  the  l«w,  he  wettt 
the  Western  Circuit,  as  a  Barri8ter»  in  thc^ 
Spmng  of  the  year  1780.  But  he  unquestion^ 
My  meditated  very  early,  a  cdiorter,  and 
more  brilliant,  though  perhaps  not  a  lesc 
laborkms,  mode  of  attaining  to  personal  and 
political  Ovation.  He  could  not  be  ignoraiM 
of  the  prodigious  powers  with  which  nbtura 
had  widowed  him ;  which  talents,  his  father, 
who  mfust  equally  have  pwceived  tliem,  had 
cultivated  with  the  utmost  care.  A  son  of 
the  great  Earl  of  Chatiiam,  however  narrow 
might  be  his  fortune,  yet  could  not  experience 
much  (fifficulty  in  procmring  entrance  into  the 
House  of  Commons;  and  never  was  any 
juncture  more  propitious  for  his  surmountu^ 
all  the  ordinary  impediments  in  the  way  to 
high  employment.  In  1781,  Lord  North  pal- 
pably and  evidently  veiged  towards  his  ex» 
tinction  as  First  Minister.  With  him,  it  was 
obvious,  all  his  Colleagues  in  the  Cabinet 
nmst  pass  awi^,  and  a  new.  order  of  things 
woidd  arise.  America  having  nearly  e£fectai 
her  emancipation,  peace,  it  was  ]HX>baUe, 
would  follow  that  event,  at  no  great  distance 
of  time.  The  King  was  unpc^ularj  while 
Fox  had  become  an  object  of  general  attach* 
ment  throughout  the  country,  in  de&mee  of 
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his  excesses,  piirieipaUy  by  the  ste0.^y  pppo-^ 
sition  which  heLh^d  given  to  the  American- 
war.  Bn*,^  iKxth  those  circumstances  r^n^ered 
him  odiotB  to  His  Majesty,^  A/^hp.disUked  hi^ 
political  principles,  aild  reprojj^tiij  .Us  jpern 
Sonal  irregularities/  Lord  Rofiidngham,  and 
the  Duke  ctfPeitlandrwere.ftnlygceatnames^ 
md  heads  df  a  Party.  It  was  impossible  for 
the  Sov^teignycven  if*  l>e  jhad  wisi^d  it,  ta 
$all  the  I>uke  of  Grafton  back  to  office  iluoxd. 
Bute  himself  ^ould  have  been  less  qbpq:i^iaus^ 
to  the  country.  No  individual  in  either  House 
of  Parliament,  except.  Lord  Shelburne,  re- 
maiaed,  therefore,  who  could  rationally  aapira 
to:  succeed  Lord  North,  unless  by  violence^ 
and  against  the  King's  inclination.  Mr»  Pitt'^ 
youth  might,  indeed,  seem  at  first  sightjr  an  . 
ijasurmovi;Htable  impediment  to  his  ]?^ng; 
{^aced  in  ^  Cabinet  Office,  without  first  passing; 
thi:ough  the  intermediate  stages.  But|  cqm-^ 
p[ion  rules  and  precedents  did  not  apply  to  l^i% 
^hose  hereditary  claims  to  national  regard^ 
as  the  living  representative  of  that  great  JVli- 
nister  who  had  humbled  the  Ilouse  of  Bourbon^ 
disposed  al}  men  to  consider  him  with  pre- 
dilection. Mr.  Fox  derived  no  ^  such  moriil 
inheritance  from  his  fatter  j  ]yhose  memory^ 
f(u:  frpm  b^ipg  embalmed  in  the  veneration  of 


ijm  Englii^  people,  laboured  on  the  cbnlxaiy^ 
under  imputations  of  peculation  the  most 
generally  diffused.  There  existed,  therefore, 
nOii9olid  obstacle  to  Mr.  Pitt*a  speedy  attain^. 
jmnty  even  of  the  greatest  Ministerial  situa- 
tions, in  the  course  of  a  vQfy  short  time.  And 
"w^en  ^e  contemplate  the  range  of  his  mind,' 
the  very  limited  fortune  that  he  posse^seds  the 
coldn^s  of  his  constitution,  the  dominioii 
which  be  exercised  over  his  passions,  the  ex- 
pansion of  bis  intellect,  the  splendor  of  hi» 
eloquence,  and  the  inimeasurable  ambition  ot 
thirst  of  power  which  impelled  him ;  we  may 
give  him  credit  for  having,  almost  as  soon  as; 
he  came  into  Parliament,  foreseen,  anticipated, 
and  confidently  calculated  on  his  soon  reach* 
ing  the  object  of  his  exertions.  ,  • 

I  have  becQ  assured,  that  while  going  the 
(Circuit  to  which  I  have  alluded,  he  was  re- 
tained as  Junior  Counsel,  in  a  Cause,  with  a 
small  Fee,  by  Mr.  James  Dutton,  who  became^ 
>  short  time  subsequent,  Member  foi;  the 
County  of  Glocester.  After  this  first  ac* 
quaiatancQ  made  with  each  other»  they  met, 
however,  no  more,  except  in  Parliament,  till 
jthe  beginning  of  the  yea^:  1784.  At  that  time 
MnPitt^  who,  though  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
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Mijy  ^nd  ChaoiceUor  of  the  Excheqiief,  c^uld^ 
Hot  command  a  Majcnrity  in  the  House  <^f  Com^ 
monsy  where  he  held  Us  power  by  a  n^iist  pte*- 
cttiotus  ten»i;e  ^  was  <aiixiMsly  looking  rimind^ 
for  iu»8ikaiM2e  4nd  support  Mr.  Dstton  ^  hav^ 
ing  reqiiested  an  interview,  then  M^aited  <s^ 
him  as  f^rst  Mffiidter,  and  9t«ted  that  he  wa^r 
disposed,  as  weS  as  de^ous»  to  support  His^ 
Majesty's  Government :  but,  that  as  it  wars?  * 
highly  probable,  or  rather  almost  certain,  thef 
conflict  between  the  two  parties^  must  pro-: 
duce  a  speedy  Dissolution  of  Parliaments  ilf 
Mn  Pitt  retained  his  Office ;  and  as  it  ^ould 
be  nu)st  inconvenient  for  him  to  stand  a  cofn* 
tested  Election  for  Gloeertershire ;  he  there* 
f€»!*e  hoped  for  the  ccmditional  promise  of 
being  recommended  to  His  Majesty  for  a 
Peerage,  in  return  for  his  interest  and  vote. 
To  this  proposition  Mr,  Pitt  repHed,  that  he 
should  be  happy  to  receive  Mr^  Dutton^s  nidi 
and  should  always  retain  a  becoitiing  reiftetii^ 
brance  of  his  friendiship  or  assistance;  bilt 
that  he  did  not  desire,  and  could  not  accept 
it, '  under  such-a  condition,  to  whi^  he  ceold 
in  no  degree  accede,  nor  would  come  uafvder 
any  engagemeait  of  the  proposed*/ nattire. 
With  that  shoit  answer^  so  an^bgbua.  to  his 
character,    he  dismissed  Mr » Dutton^   who 
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wisely^  IwriBver,  tmstihg  to  Jris  grttitudei 
vbted  with  him  on  f  vevy  Division^  daring  the 
csStical  period  which  feUowed.  Nor  did  he 
itiiaealctilate  hisf  ittkerests :   for,  wkhin  few 
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arid  predsieni  ijhbn  it  was  posRsibleUa  do  in 
ansvrer  to  a;  ^rea^ding' Speech/    Ih  fact,  he 
won  his  way  by  superior  talent,  tempdr>  wit, 
sind  argument,  which  enaWfedhim  to  triumph 
over  eve?y  dSfficiilty*  Mr.  Pidb  might  besaid  to 
descend,  as  from  an  eminence,  on  the  House! 
Sheridan  laboured  up  hill,  with  slow,  but  uni* 
form  pace,  sustained  altogether  by  his  own 
prodigious  parts,  and  by  Pox's  steady  friend- 
ship,    riis  father,  though  a  man  of  genius, 
could  lend  him  no  assistance*     Old  Sheridan 
was,-  on  the  contrary,  in  sueh  contracted  cir- 
cumstances, as  to  have  been  compelled,  for 
his  support,  some' years  after  the  period  of 
which  I  am  now  speaking,  to  give  Lectures,, 
^t  a  very  low  price,  on  dramatic  Elocution  or 
Declamation,  at  a  public  room,  in  Gerrard- 
street,    Soho--     Henderson,    the    celebrated 
Actor,  Was,    I  believe,  his  Co-adjutor.     No 
individual"  in  my  time,  Burice  himself  not  ex- 
cepted, ow6d  less  to  fortune,  or  was  mo^e 
indebted  to  nature  for  his  vast  reputation  and 
success,   than  Sheridan.     He  did  not,  how-^ 
ever,   succeed  in  the  object  of  his  Speech, 
which  evidently  meant  to  throw  a   severe, 
though  an  indirect  censure,^  on  the  Sovereign, 
as  well  as  oii  the  Administration,  for  issuing 
those  Orders  which  had  rescued  London  from 
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the  last  .^SSscKsi  of  vicdefiree  and  outrage.  Lord. 
Ifforth  disdained  either  to  demand^  or  to  accept, 
indemnity  fcor  an  ac^^ivhich^ilie  was  conscious, 
merited  the  highest  commendation ;  and  the 
House  rejeteted  by  alarg?  Magority, the:only^ 
one  of  Sheridan's  three  Motions  that  he  ven-. 
tured'to  submit  to  a  Division.  It  may  indeed 
justly  excite  someasibnishmeht,  that  any  Body 
of  men  should  attempt  to  call  into  .question 
the  rectitude  and  propriety  of  a  measure, 
bnly^plied  at  the  last  extremity,  in  order  to 
rescue  the  Capital  from  inevitable  conflagra-> 
tion,  9;nd  public  Credit  from  total  isubversion. 
But,  never  werie  the  powers  of  Government 
fallen  into  such  debility,  as  towards  the  dose 
of  the  American  war.  Nor  ever  did  Opposi*- 
tion  venture  to  treat  Pitt,  or  Addingtcm,  or 
Perceval,  with  the  contumelious  personality^ 
^hich  Fox  and  Burke  used  towards  Lord 
It^oi-thj  on  a  variety  .of  occasions*  . 

March.]  That  Mnister,  though:  supported 
by  a  Parliament,  newly  elected,  and  though 
he  had  carried  the  Address  to  the  Throne  at 
the  commencement  of  the.  JSession,  by  sixty* 
nine  Votes,  yet-wa^  by  no  means  master  of 
its  deliberations.  He, retained,  indeed,  a 
Majjbdtyj  which  might  be  esteemed.consider- 
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able^    but   it  was.  nerehrtlieksft  flootoatii^ 
precarious,    md  destitute  of  oonfidence  in 
their  Leader.    The  Minority,   cm  the  con*- 
trary^  who  ati^mented  every  month  in  num*- 
bers  and  animation,   considered  the  termin* 
ation  of  the  American  war,  as  the  teem  of 
the  existence  of  the  Administration  ;  and  they 
already  predicted,  as  well  as  anticipated  with, 
certainty,  the  ill  success  of  Lord  Comwallis^s 
expedition  against  the  Southern  Provinces. 
Notwithstanding,  indeed^  some  iaint  gleams  (o£ 
hope  and  of  success  which  appeared  m  the 
Spring  of  1 781*  few  except  the  most  sanguine, 
oontinued  to  expect  the  reduction  of  Amecica 
to  c^edience^   by  the  British  arms.     £01^ 
hold^med  by  the  disastrous  state  of  foreign 
afiairs,  and  availing  themselves  of  the  unpo^ 
pularity  of  the  Ministry,  the  Oj^ositicm  at* 
tacked  in  the  severest  terms,  L<ofd  North's 
&iancial  measures.     The  Loan  which  be  had 
recently  negotiated,  having  risen  suddenly  to 
a  prod^ous  Premium,  became  a  ^  subject  of 
bitter  invective,  as  profuse,  improvident,  and 
constituting  a  systematic  engine  of  parlia^ 
meiitary  corruption.    And  though  the  bavgam 
^hich  had  been  made,  was  ultimately  main* 
tained  by  a  Majority  of  more  than  Mrf  Votes  $ 
jet  the  impression  produced  by  0{^si<^oii, 


hotfa  it^  and  ont  of  <die  House,  aEftnomiCTd 
Ml  approBcfain^  Crisisy  however  it  nii^t  still 
be  sus|)e»d^d  or  protractfed  by  a  tftriety  of 
^eiita« 

I  cadiiiDit  toa«often  r^eat^  whiie  dweUti^  on 
this  period  of  cwr/ History,  that  no  Virtues  of 
the  SoveveSgn,  however  eminieBt,  and  no  abi« 
Jity  of  Administration^  bolv^ever  recogoiEed^ 
could  stem  the  unpopulaiaty  of  th^  American 
war.  With  the  two  exc^^tions  of  Johnson 
and  of  Gibbon,  the  former  of  whom  defended 
m  print,  the  measures  of  6ov€smme»t,  in  the 
bffgimwng  c£  the  icoiDitest ;  and  the  latter,  ai^er 
Ibrawing  up  the  Maziifi^to  issui^dagsitisl:;  Spain 
in  1779,  voted,  as  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  support  of  Lord  North,  through^ 
out  the  whole  progress  of  hostilities  ;  all  the 
emiiientor  shining  talents  of  the  country,  led 
on  by  Burk^  were  marshalled  in  support  of 
the  Colonies,  The  aid  of  Poetry  alone  seemed 
wanting  tp  cono^leat  th^  delusion.  Just  at 
this  time  the  marriage  of  Lord  Althorpe,  (the 
present  Earl  Spencer,)  with  Miss  Lavinia 
Biqgham,  took  place  j  an  event  which  I  oiily 
mention  incidentally,  as  it  gave  birth  to  one 
<^  thf^ni^t^  beautiful  lyric  productions  in  the 
^9g)i|b^^n^U£ige.    Mr, Jonei^  better  kmrnp^ 
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afterwards  as  Sir  William  Jones,  emulating  at 
once  the  fame  of  Milton  and  of  Gray,  in 
<*  The  Muse  recalled,**  reminded  us  of  somd 
of  the  most  touching  passages  of  "  Lyeidas,*^ 
and  of  "The  Bard.**  He,  too,  lent  his 
powerful  assistance  to  the  cause  of  Rebellion. 
Like  Goldsmith^  who,  ten  years  earlier;  erro- 
neously assumed  in  his  "  Deserted  Village,** 
as  the  Basis  of  his  Poem,  that  populatipri 
and  niral  happiness  were  abandoning  Eng^ 
land}  Jones  carried  his  assumption  in  our  dSjr* 
fevour,  to  a  still  greater  length.  Juvenal, 
though  he  wrote  under  Domitian,.only  asseitg 
that  female  modesty  and  jnstice  withdrew: 
from  earth  to  heaven,  after  the  extinction  ol* 
Saturn's  reign:  t 

"  Paulatim  deinde  ad  superos  Astraea  recessit, 
Hac  comite,  atque  duee  pariter  fugere  sorores."  '^ 

But  Jones,  after  lamenting  that  <*Treedom 
*^  and  Concord  repudiate  the  sons  of  AlbiOn,*' 
carries  off  all  the  Virtues  from  this  degenerate 
Island: 

«  Truth,  justice,  reason,  valour,  with  them  fly,      , 
To  seek  a  purer  soil,  a  more  congenial  sky.'* 

Impelled  by  the  prejudice  which  then  pre- 
vailed,  and  borne  on  the  wings  of'  poetic 
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as  well  as  of  Party  violence,  he  transports 
these. virtues  to  the  Chesapeake  and  the  De* 
laware: 

"  Beyond  the  vast  Atlantic  deep, 
.  A  dome  by  viewless  Genii  shall  be  rais'd, 
The  walls  of  Adamant,  compact  and  steep, 
The  portals  with  sky-tinctured  gems  emblaz'd. 
There  on  a  lofly  throne  shall  Virtue  stand : 
To  her  the  youth  of  Delaware  shaU  kneel ; 
And  when  her  smiles  rain  plenty  o'er  the  land, 
Bow,  Tyrants^  bow  beneath  th'ayenging  steel !'' 

Here,  in  a  fine  frenzy,  he  seems  to  behold 
as  in  a  vision,  the  modem  Washington,  and 
the  Congress  met,  after  successfully  throwing 
off  all  subjection  to  Great  Britain.  George 
the  Third  is  pretty  clearly  designated,  in  the 
last  line,  apostrophizing  tyrants.  It  vras  not^ 
however,  civil  liberty,  but  independence  on 
the  mother  country  j  it  was  not  freedom,  but 
emapc^ation  from  the  parent  stock,  that 
An9i/erica  emulated  to  attain  by.  tons.  She 
might  haye  been  admitted  to  participate  in 
the. blessings  of  our  free  Constitution;  but  she 
must  then  have  paid  her  pecuniary  debts  to 
British  subjects,  all  which  became  liquidated 
in  the* Crucible  of  Insurrection.  Burke,  within. 
teni:y(eiar8f  after  the  coddusion  of  the  American. 
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war,  fotind  out  his  error,  when  he  beheld  the 
French  Revolutioifi  spring  from  the  ashes  of 
Hancock  and  Adams*     He  then  endeavoured, 
as  he  said,  "  to  trim  the  boat  at  the  other 
*<  end/*     Mr.  Fox  never  could  discover  any 
thing  wrong,  either  in  the  one,  or  in  the  other 
Revolution.      We  have  lived  to  behold  the 
virtuous  American  Government,  within  thirty 
years  from  the  period  of  their  emancipation, 
voluntarily  become  the  accomplices. and  allies 
of  the  most  sanguinsury,  flagitious,  and  obdu- 
rate tyrant,  who  ever  appeared  among  men. 
We  have  seen  thi^  virtuous  pec^te  yoke  them- 
i€*ves  to  his  car,  when  he  was  setting  out  f&r 
Moscow,  in  opposition  to  the  united  strug- 
gles o£  all  Europe  for  deliverance ;  thus  en- 
deavouring, as  far  as  their  power  extended)^ 
to  cement  by  bur  destruction,  his  detestable 
empire,      Madison,    unlike    Thrasibulus    or 
BrutuB,  only  a^ired  to  uphold  and  perpet*- 
uate  the  dominion  of  his  Corsican  Master,   It 
will  demand  Ages  to  wipe  out  the  stain  of  suck 
national  turpitude,  from  the  American  annals^ 
Biit,  under  Lord  North's  Administeation,  the 
Insurgents  beyond  the  Atlantic,  were  gene- 
ixatlly  seen  through  the  most  partial  and  favoyru 
atfle  Medium;  while  Philip  the  Second,  in  hii 
attempt  to  «3dtiiigu»h  all  the  rights  of  huqidti 
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•nature  among  his  subjects  in  the  Netherlands, 
was  hardly  stigmatized  >;rith  severer  epithets, 
timn  the  Opposition  applied  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.  • 

The  consideration  of  East  India  af&irs, 
which  formed  one  of  the  most  important 
objects  of  the  Session,  engrossed  universal 
attention.  As  eariyas  February,  a  Select 
Committee  having  been  appointed,  ostensibly 
fin"  the  exclusive  purpose  of  reporting  on  the 
state  and  abuses  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ju- 
dicature in  Bengal,  General  Richard  Smith 
was  placed  at  their  head,  as  Chairman.  His 
lodal  knowledge  of  India,  seemed  td  qualify 
him  m  some  measure  for  the  situation.  He 
bad  acquired  a  large  fortune,  while  in  that  part 
of  the  world ;  but,  which  he  Was  supposed  to 
have  squandered  since  his  return.  Though 
destitute  of  the  advantages  of  education,  he 
did  not  by  any  means  want  parts  ;  and  he  dis- 
played some  talent  in  addressing  the  House, 
But  as  the  Committee  allowed  themselves  to 
become  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  Party, 
and  particulariy  to  be  made  the  instrument  of 
personal  mmities  or  resentments,  they  soon 
degenerated  into  an  engine  of  private  attack, 
and  of  individoal  persecution. 

G    2 
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ApriL]  Intelligence  of  Hyder  Ally's  inva- 
^ion  of  the  Carnatic,  followed  by  the  defeat 
of  the  British  forces  under  Fletcher  and 
Baillie,  which  reached  London  in  April, 
spread  universal  consternation.  Iii  order 
fully,  to  appreciate  the  extent  of  that  cala- 
mity, and  its  operation  on  the  public  mind, 
we  must  recollect  the  state  of  the  British  Em- 
pire at  the  period  under  our  review.  The 
fabrick  seemed  to  be  eveiy-where  collapsirig 
by  its  own  weight,  or  yielding  to  external 
attack.  In  the  Western  Hemisphere,  America 
might  be  considered  as  already  lost.  Many 
of  the  Windward  and  Leeward  Islands  were 
reduced  to  the  obedience  of  France ;  and  th« 
remainder,  it  was  thought,  must  speedily  fall. 
Jamaica  itself  appeared  insecure.  At  home, 
the  public  Funds  experienced -a  progressive 
depression;  while  Ireland  taking  up  arms, 
demanded  freedom,  sword  in  hand.  Cadiz 
and  Brest  had  been  crowded  with  oar  cap- 
tured  Merchantmen,  to  whom  the  English 
Navy  no  longer  afforded  its  accustomed  pro- 
tection. Under  these  circumstances,  the  eyes 
Bud  hopes  of  all  men  were  turned  towards  the 
East,  as  the  only  quarter  from  which  we  might 
{expect  relief.  But,  there,  a  combination  of 
European  and  Asiatic  enemies,  aided  by  in- 
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ternal  RebeUion,  and  fomented  by  discord 
among  the  Members  of  the  Supreme  Govern- 
Bient,  threatened  the  subversion  of  our  power 
on  the  Ganges,  no  less  than  on  the  Coast  t>f 
CoromandeL  Hastings  quitting  Calcutta,  had 
repaired  to  Benares,  in  order  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  Cheyt  Sing's  revolt.  At  Madras, 
the  Government  of  Rumbold  was  bec(mie 
odious  for  rapacity,  and  despicable  from  its 
pusillanimity.  Nor  must  it  be  forgotten  that 
we  then  neither  possessed  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  nor  Ceylon,  nor  Guzerat,  nor  thei 
Islands  of  Mauritius  and  Bourbon,  nor  Java, 
nor  the  Moluccas.  Even  the  Camatic  be- 
longed, not  to  us,  but  to  our  Ally,  the  N^abob 
of  Arcot.  With  the  Mharatta  Empire  we 
were  at  war.  The  rich  Countries  of  Mysore 
and  of  Bidnoor,  occupying  a  central  portion 
of  the  Peninsula,  extending  through  several 
d^rees  of  Latitude  along  the  Malabar  Coast, 
and  intersecting  all  communication  by  land 
between  the  two  Presidencies  of  Madras  and 
of  Bombay;  —  these  territories,  so  calculated 
to  annoy  us,  were  then  subjected  to  a  martial, 
enterprizing,  and  active  Prince,  animated  by 
determined  hostility  to  the  English,  assisted 
by  French  Engineers,  and  himself  habituated 
to  the  European  system  of  Tactics*  His 
^  3 
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Cavalry  bursting  in  through  the  defilek  of  the- 
mountains  of  the  Ghaut8»  overran  ^he  fertile, 
plains  of  th<^  Carnatic  and  of  Taujoret  bepxingr 
4^WH  all  rei^ist^uQce*  Madras  itselfi  inve^ed^ 
by  the  enemy,  was  scarcely  preserved  from 
falling  into  Hyder's  possession ;  and  it  must 
be  confessed  that  the  British  Dominions  io 
Hindostan,  shook  to  their  foundation. 

May.]  Such  was  the  impression  produced 
by  this  unexpected  eivent,  which  seemed  im-^ 
j^eratively  to  call  for  measures  of  energy,  that 
it  gave  ris^  to  th^  Appointment  of  a  Secret 
Committee  iji  tfee  House  of  Commons,  moved 
ibr  by  the  First  Minister  himself.  The  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland,  Mr.  EKmdas,  being 
eonstituted  their  Chairman,  they  were  spe^ 
eially  charged  to  enquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  war  existing  in  the  Caroatic.  Notwith-^ 
standing  the  severe  animadversions  levelled 
by  the  Opposition,  on  the  Majority  of  the 
names  chosen ;  several  of  the  Members  were 
men  of  equal  ability  and  integrity,  whose 
B^eports  distinctly  pointed  out  the  origin,  and 
indicated  the  remedy,  for  those  abuses,  or 
acts  of  mal^administration,  which  had  prcw 
duced  such  complicated  distress  on  the  Coast 
of  Corcxmandel.     Lord  North,  in  the  critical 


knii  periloob  coii£tiqii  ixf  tfie  JBwt-Jndiii 
Codiqany^  «nable  to  obtain  from  the  Pre^ 
l^etarsr  or  from  tka  Codirt  of  Directors^  suck 
advantageous  pecuniary  termsr  fbr  the  lenewdl 
<ji£  their  Charter,  aa  he  thought  the  Nation 
wa»  authorised  to  demand  j  had- recourse  to 
his  ordinary  palliative,'  Procrastioation. .  Hk 
renewed  the  Charter  for  a  very  limited  period; 
^»d  by  that  measure  eventually  originated  the 
memorable  BiH  of*  Fox,  toward^  the  doae  o^* 
^7^3f  which  produced  such  natiomal  convul^ 
sions,  terminated  by  the  oompteat  destruction 
of  the  •*  Coalition  Ministry.'' 

June,3  Towards  the  middle  of  June,  Fox^ 
irtrenuously  supported  by  Pitt,  made  an  inefr 
ibctual  eflbrt  for  ocxnpelling  the  Admiaistrsu 
ti<m  to  abandon  the  ftnrther  proseeotion  of  the 
Amerieatn  War,  and  to  conclude  peace  witk  tkk 
Colonies.  Neither  the  House,  nor  the  Na# 
tion,  though  both  were  weary  of  the  ccsotesti 
could,  however,  be  induced  to  relinquish  ki 
whde  Lord  Comwallis  seemed  tabe  advaiiti^ 
ing  with  his  army,  through  the  central  Pro* 
vittces,  t6wards  the  Chesapeake.  Fox's  Mo^ 
tion  was  lejected  by  a  Majority  of  seventy* 
tiiree.  *  But,  iixe  most  interesting  Debate  oi' 
the  Sesrfori,  and  in  mbny  points  of  view,  cmi 
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of  the  most  interesting  Discussions  which  I 
ever  witnessed  in  the  House  of  ComiSKms^ 
took  place  on  the  Motion  for  amending^  or  in 
fact  virtually  repealing,  **  The  Marriage  Act#" 
It  stood  altogether  unconnected  with  Minis* 
ters,  or  with  Party  politics,  though  originated 
thy  Fox,   at  a  very  advanced  period  of  ih^ 
year.     The  Question  seemed  in  itself  to  be 
not  less  philosophical  and  moral,  than  a  mea^ 
sure  of  State,  or  an  object  of  policy.    Never 
did  Fox  appear  to  me  in  a  more  elevated 
light,  than  on  that  occasion,  while  pleading 
the  Cause   of  his  fellow-subjects    at    large^ 
against  the    shackles  and   impediments   op- 
posed, as  he  asserted,  by  Aristocracy,  family 
pride,  and  wealth,  to  the  matrimonial  union 
bf  two  persons  of  dissimilar  rank  and  con- 
dition.    His  father.  Lord  Holland,  for  whom 
fae  nourished  the  warmest  filial  aflfection,  had 
manifested  similar  sentiments.     General  Bur* 
goyne,  who  supported  the  Bill,   and  whose 
eloquence  was  usually  tame,  as  well  as  desti- 
tute of  entertainment,  seemed  to  rise  above 
himself,  and  to  be  inspired  by  the  subject* 
On  the  other  hand>  Burke,  with  no  less  abi- 
lity  than  Fox,    and  with   equal  powers  of 
'argument,  appealed  to  many  of  the  strongest 
pftSsiQUs  of  the  human  mind,  while  he  op-* 


posed  the  measure  brought  forward  by  his 
friend.  They  completely  diverged  on  this 
occasion,  in  opposite  directions^  each  display* 
ing  uncommon  ingenuity,  enthusiasm,  and 
profound  reasoning,  in  their  respective 
Speeches.  Lord  North,  as  might  be  expected, 
inclined  to  oppose  every  innovation  on  the 
Marriage  Act ;  and  there  could  have  been 
little  doubt,  as  far  as  the  temper  of  the  House 
manifested  itself,  that  Fox's  Bill  would  have 
been  rejected  by  a  great  Majority,  if  the 
sense  of  the  Members  present  had  been  taken 
upon  it.  But,  no  Division  was  demanded; 
and  Fox,  abandoning  it  for  the  present, 
pledged  himself,  if  ever  he  should  Qome  into 
Power,  to  renew  the  Motion  from  the  Trea- 
sury Bench.  This  pledge  he  never,  indeed, 
redeemed:  but  if  we  reflect,  for  how  short  a 
time  he  continued  in  Office,  when  Secretary 
of  State  in  1782,  as  well  as  in  1783,  togeth^ 
with  the  multiplicity  of  matter  which  then 
pressed  upon  him  j:  we  cannot  wonder,  though 
it  is  possible  we  may  regret^  his  not  having 
resumed  tlie  subject. 

July.]  Many  circumstances  contributed  to 
sustain^  and  to  prolong,  the  duration  of  Lord 
North's  Admini8t]:atio]i,  notwithstanding  the 
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nusfortunes  and  disgraces  which  oointinued 
ahttually  to  mark  its  progress.      The  Mu-t 
tiny  in  the  Pensylvania  line,   which  far  a 
inoment  seemed  to  menace   the  Amerieap 
Congress  with   internal    revest,   during  the 
Spring  of  I781  ;    Lord  Cornwallis's  victory 
ov6r  Greene,  at  Guilford;  fcdlowed  by  Jj>td 
Rawdon's  advantage  gained  o^er  the  same 
General  at  Camden,  in  North  and  South  Card-^ 
Una ;  lastly,  the  expectations  formed  from  the 
advance  of  the  British  Forces  into  the  Fro-» 
vince  of  Virginia :  —  all  these  events  held  the 
tninds  of  men  m  isu^ense,  till  the  Prorogation 
of  Parliament  in  July,  allowed  the  Minister  to 
retire  for  some  time,  from  the  scene  of  his 
political  exertion.      The  Province  of  West 
Eiorida  had  nevertheless  been  conquered  by 
'Spcofiy  while  jFVam:e  reduced  to  its.  subjectum 
th^  Islatld  of  Tobago*    Our  omly  acquisition 
consisted  iti  the  seizure  of  th^  defenceless 
Island  6^  St/Eui^tius,  in  the  West  Indies^ 
betoDgiiig  to  the  Dutch  ;;  a  capture  wkidi 
served  to  oovei?  Rpdney  and  Vai^haup,  the 
Naval  and  Military  Commaiiders  m  Chiei^with 
Obloquy,  on  account  of  their  severe  treat- 
M^tit  of  the  inlttlntants.   Kreu  on  ih§  element 
of  tW  Sea,  every  tvLCQunt^  with  the  eMmy^ 
Kltem  it»  indecisiTie  n^Uaice^  rather  tended  to 
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August.]  Tbe  severest  naval  action  wUch 
took  place  during  the  whole  course  of  thtf 
American  War,  was  the  battle  fought  at  thid 
time  between  Parker  a^d  Zoutman,  who  com* 
maiided  the  English  and  Dutch  squadrons  in 
the  North  Sea,  off  the  Dogger  Bank,  >  But,  it 
bore  no  resemblance  in  its  results,  to  the  glori- 
ous victory  obtained  in  our  time,  by  Duncan^ 
atCamperdown ;  and  might  more  aptly  be  com- 
pared  with  the  sanguinary,  though  indecisive 
conflicts  for  superiority  under  Charles  the 
Second,  when  the  Navies  of  Holland  were  led 
by  Tromp  and  Ruyter,  wbUe  those  of  England 
were  conducted  by  James,  Duke  of  York,  by 
IPrince  Rupert,  and  by  Montague,  first  Earl 
of  Sandwich.  On  this  occasion,  the  Kin^, 
depaxtiog  from  the  ordinary  line  of  hia  cpn- 
duct»  embarked  on  the  Thaii^esi,  accompanied 
by  tbe  Prince  of  Wales,  and  descended  the 
river  to  tbe  Nwe,  where  he  visited  Admiral 
Parker,  on  board  his  ship,  the  *•  Fortitude.*' 
One  of  the  defects  attributed  to  His  Majesty's 
i^tvral  cliff»ctw,  butt  wbicb  perhaps  prii^ci- 
p^y^  reg^lted  from  hfis  secluded  csduc^tio^ 
4wwg  I4irgy^4f^tiwr'»  x^ign^  aad  tber^t«^4 
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habits  of  life  which  be  then  imbibed  under 
Lord  Bute's  tuition;  was  his  supposed  reluct* 
ance  to  become  personally  acquainted  with 
the  people  over  whom  he  reigned.  His  encr 
mies  described  him  as  a  Prince  averse  to  all 
communication  with  his  Subjects*  except  at  a 
Levee.   Thus  the  "  Heroic  Epistle"  exclaims^ 

"  Our  sons  some  slave  of  greatness  may  behold* 
Cast  in  the  genuine  Asiatic  mould, 
Who  of  three  realms  shall  condescend  to  know 
No  more  than  he  can  spy  iirom  Windsor's  brow." 

Yet  when  the  King^  bursting  for  the  first 
time  since  his  accession  to  the  Throne,  through 
the  restraints  which  he  imposed  on  himself, 
went  down  to  Portsinouth  in  June,  1773,  to 
inspect  his  fleet ;  with  what  severe  raillery 
did  not  the  same  poem  endeavom:  to  expose 
him  to  derision  ? 

"  There  shall  he  see,  as  other  folks  have  seen, 
That  ships  have  anchors,  and  that  seas  are  green; 
Shall  count  the  tackling  trim,  the  streamers  fine. 
With  Bradshaw  pratde,  and  with  Sandwich  dine; 
And  then  row  back,  amidst  the  cannon's  roar, 
As  safe,  as  sage,  as  when  he  left  the  shore." 

But  it  would  only  argue  folly  to  deny,  that 
during  the  first  twenty-three   years  of  hiaf 
reign,  from  1761,  as  soon  as  Lord  Bute  cam6 
1^ 
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into  Power,  to  the  end  of  1783,  when  Fox 
brought  forward  the  "  East  India  Bill," 
George  the  Third  Was  most  unpopular.  His 
subjects,  however,  made  him  ample  amends  for 
so  long  withholding  from  him  the  testimonies 
of  their  affection,  by  the  general  and  un* 
bounded  attachment  which  they  have  since 
manifested  towards  him,  down  to  the  moment 
when  he  ceased  to  sway  the  sceptre. 

September.3  Admiral  Darby,  who  con- 
tinued to  command  the  Channel  Fleet,  had 
successfully  relieved  Gibraltar,  during  the 
course  of  the  Spring,  when  reduced  to  great 
extremity.  fiut»  in  the  Autumn,  our  nuinerical 
inferiority  compelled  that  Commander  to  tak6 
refuge  in  Torbay ;  while  the  combined  French 
and  Spanish  Fleets,  for  the  third  time  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  occupied  the  en- 
trance of  the  British  Channel^  and  even  medi- 
tated to  attack  us,  as  we  lay  at  anchor  on  our 
own  coast.  So  low  was  the  naval  power  of 
England  reduced,  towards  the  conclusion  of 
Lord  North^s  Administration,  amidst  the 
exhausture  and  calamities  occasioned  by  the' 
American  war !  But,  towards  America  itsdf, 
aU  eyes  were  anxiously  turned;  where,  it 
became  evident,  affiurs  rapidly  tended  to  some 


94  HISTORICAL  [1781. 

great  and  decisive  Crisis.     Lord  CbmwalKs 
having  advanced  into  the  province   of  Vir- 
ginia in  June,  finally  establishecl  himself  at 
York  town  in  August.     No  position  could 
have  been  more  judiciously  chosen ;  and  it 
might  unquestionably  have  been  maintained 
tinder  every  disadvantage,  against  the  united 
force  of  America  and  of  France,  if  a  chain  of 
fortuitous  accidents,  rather  than  a  series  of 
me^ures,  had  not  led  to  the  unavoidable  Catas- 
trophe which  terminated  the  war.     De  Orasse, 
who  commanded  the  French  Fleet,  was  not 
less  favored  by  fortune,  in  finding  rfie  moatb 
of  the  Chesapeake  unoccupied,   on  his  ar^ 
rival  there  from  the  West  Indies  >  than  be 
4^ived  aid  from  the  delays  that  prevented  the 
Engiish  Sqnackon  under  Graves,  from  anti* 
dpating  his  seizure  of  that  important  station. 
Graves  and  Clinton,  both,  successively  failed, 
only  by  the  short  interruption  of  a  few  days : 
the  first,  in  ocsciq)ying  the  Chesapeake  wtdi  a 
naval  forces  tiie  last,  in  arriving  with  an  army, 
before  LordComwallis's  surnender^  and  there* 
by  r^cuing  him  firom  tbe  necessity  of  ca^ 
tulating  to  Waidiii^ton.     in  this  desperate 
situatido,  preclodisd'fixw   all  |Missilulity  of 
tthefr  Lord  Comwaltis  laid  down  his  arms^ 
and 'the  Aidieric^  JM^dliosiy  ^Susat  4t  contoft 


of  more  than  six  yeaxs^  finally  became  a  Ke- 
yioiutioii. 

October.]  It  is  at  this  point  of  time,  that 
we  must  place  the  highest  elevation  to  Avhich 
Louis  the  Sixteenth  attained  during  his  reign: 
an  elevation  only  to  beparalleled  in  the  French 
annals,  by  recurring  to  the  bnlliant  Eras  of 
Louis  the  Fourteendi^  For  his  grandfather 
Lotus  the  Fif)»enth  never  stood  on  such  an 
eminence  in  the  eyes  (^'Europe^  not  even  in 
tilie  year  1748^  previous  to  tihe  Peace  ofAix^ 
la^Ciiapelle,  though  his  tr<iops,  conducted  by 
Maishal  Saxe,  after  defeating  the  ^  Allies  in 
various  actions,  had  then  overrun  the  Austria^ 
Jjom  Countries,  and  nearly  reduced  Bntba»t« 
Jn  October,  1781,  the  King  of  France  bdield 
America  iinaQy  dissevered  from  Great  Britain^ 
by  the  union  of  his  armies  \rith  those  of  the 
Insui:gents ;  while  he  received  at  the  same 
period  Lord  Cornwallis's  i3wcM*d,  stirrendered 
to  La  Fayette.  His  forces  were  occupied  in 
pursuing  their  career  of  victory  throughout 
the  West  Indies ;  and  in  the  East,  Sufirein, 
in  his  repeated  Naval  engagements  with  Sir 
Edward  Hughes,  not  only  maintained  the 
l^nour  of  his  Sovereign's  flag,  but  had  nearly 
.iucoeeded  more  than  once,  in   obtainii^  a 
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decided  superiority  over  our  squadron  on  the 
Coast  of  CoromandeL     The  Spanish  branch 
of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  acting  in  subser- 
vience to  the  views  of  the  Court  of  Versailles, 
after,  subjecting  Minorca  and  West  Florida, 
held  Gibraltar  besieged  by  sea  and  land ;  tiie 
reduction   of  which   fortress,    calculated  to 
render  for  ever  illustrious  the  reign  of  Charles, 
the  Third,  was .  anticipated  with  sanguine  im- 
patience by  the  two  Crowns.    Our  Commerce 
had  not  suffered  less  by  the  depredations,  than 
our  Colonies  had  been    diminished   by  the 
arms,  of  France.     Holland,  ranging  under  the 
same    Sts^ndard,  made   common  cause  .with 
Louis,  against  her  antient  Ally.     It  only  re- 
mained for  them  to  crush  the  Channel  fleet 
of  England,   in  order   to  dictate  the  terms 
of  peace ;   and  so  nearly  did  Guichen  and 
Cordova,   who    commanded    the    combined 
Navies  of  France  and  Spain,  appear  to  be 
to  atchieving  tliat  last  object,  as  to  impress  ua 
with  the  utmost  apprehension    of   its  com- 
pletion.    Who,  when  contemplating  such  a 
scene,  could  have  imagined  that  this  descend-* 
ant  of  so  many  Kings,  that  had  reigned  fm 
eight  hundred  years  over  the  French,  would 
perish  on    a   Scaffold,  in.  his.  own   Capital, 
scarcely  more  than  eleven  years  afterwards ; 
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the  victim  of  his  inert  pusillanimity,  in  not 
firmly  resisting  the  first  ebullitions  of  popular 
innovation ! 

As  if  to  secure  and  perpetuate  the  Bourbon 
Kne,  the  Queen  of  France,  who  had  been 
married  more  than  ten  years,  without  giving 
a  male  heir  to  the  Crown,  at  length  brought 
into  the  wcwrld  a  Son.  Catherine  of  Medicis, 
like  Maria  Antonietta  of  Austria,  had  re- 
mained childless  for'  nearly  the  same  period 
of  time,  before  she  produced  a  successor.  The 
young  Dauphin's  baptism  was  performed  in 
this  v^  month,  with  extreme  magnificence,  at 
Versailles.  Happily  for  himself,  he  expired 
early  in  June,  1789 ;  only  a  few  weeks  before 
the  fetal  Revolution  which  took  place  in  July 
of  that  year,  swept  away  the  Monarchy,  to 
place  Robespierre  and  Bonaparte  successively 
on  the  throne  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  The 
Dauphin  was  in  his  ninth  year,  when  he 
finished  his  short  caireer.  I  have  been  assured 
by  those  who  had  access  to  know  the  fact, 
that  at  the  age  of  seven  years,  when  the 
charge  of  his  person,  according  to  the  esta- 
blished usage  of  the  old  French  Court,  was 
surrendered  up  by  the  Governess,  and  he  was 
then  put  under  the  care  of  men ;  the  Dauphin 
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being  stripped  m  the  presienceof  profeasioiial 
p^rsonsi   and  having  und^gone  an  exanun-* 
ation,  was  pronounced  to  be  without  defect  in 
his  formation.     But,   being  made  soon  after- 
wardsrtq  sit  with  his  ieet  in  a  wpodieu  machine 
calculated  ^  turn  theai  oul^,  th^  spinal  marrow 
b($qame  speedily  afl5ectedby.it    Whether  thia 
assertion  be  accurate  or  not^  it  is  certam  that 
the  VertebrsE;   of  the  back   bOne  ^omrskg 
crooked^  he  fell  into  a  state  of  knguoi:»  accom^ 
jpaoied  by.  debility.    I  haye  seen  him  more 
^an  once  while  in  this  condiiti^»  during  the 
i^mmer  preceding  his  decease,  taking  the  .air 
in.  a  carri9g^  in  the  gardens  of  StfCloud«    His 
emaciated  appearance  awakened  concern  ;^  biit 
he  was  said  not  to  want  intQ^lUg^nQe^  and  the 
Queen  his   mother  mani:fest^  the  warmest 
i^ectioix  for  him  while  livings,  a&  well  as  sorrow 
for  his  loss.     The  Duke  of  Normimdy^   his 
younger  brother,  bo]^  under  a  still  more  in- 
£i(Uspicious  planet,  succeeded  to  hi^  title^  and 
became^  after  his  father's  execution,  the  un.n 
fortunate  Louis  the  Seventeenth* 

November.3  During  the  whple  mopth  of 
November,  the  concurring  accoufltts  trajis- 
mitted  to  government,  enumerating;  Lar(i 
CornwaUis's  embarrassments^  £^n,d  the  ppi^tjIjWE^ 
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ttdcen  by  ihii  enemy ^  augmented  ^h^asiadet^ 
of  the  Cabinrt.    Loord  GRiKiigieGerdQaitii  in 
particular)  cqnscioii&thst  on  the  png|^roift  or 
advrase  tenBipati^nvc^.tifatr  e^edatioii,  taust 
Imge  the&te  of  tiie  A!]le3riean.oont«st;y.his 
0^11  stay  in  offfiite^:  a»  it:i^  las^irdbably  tiis 
diimtion  of  the  Mmistfy  itte}f^ii«it^vaiid«ven 
expressed  to  liis  fnlBnda^  tbe .  strangest .  naeasi^ 
ness  on  the  subjeoti    The  iBMtiag  of  Paitta» 
ment  meanwhile  stood'  £xed  fi>F  the^  i^jtii'  of 
Novmnber.  On  Sunday^  l^e  a5th^  about  mxm^ 
efficiid  kiteUigeiice  <£  the  suinrender  of  die 
Brittth  forces  at  York  Town,  arrived  ikom 
Ealmouth,  at  Lord^Geoi^  Germain's  house  in 
^PaU-malL     Lord  Walsinghain,  who  previous 
to  his  &ther.  Sir  William,  de  Grey's  elevation 
to  the  Peerage,  had  been  Under  Secretary  of 
Skate  in  lliat  department ;  and  who  Wasr  se^ 
lected  to  second  the  Address  in  the  House  <rf 
Peers,  on  the  subsequent  Tuesday ;  happened 
to  be  tliere  when  the  messenger  brou^t  the 
a«ws.:  /Without   communicating'  it  td  alijp 
other  peiteon.  Lord  George^  for  the  puifpiDieo^ 
dispatchy  immediately  got  with  Imn  intO'  a^ 
hsekney'.coada,  and  drove  to  Lcnrd  Stormopt^si 
residmce  in  ForUand^plaoe.   Having  iffiparted) 
to  him  the  disastrous  information,  and  tidii^' 
l\im;iiito  the  cwSei^th^y  instantly  propeedcd 

H    2 


JOO  HISTORICAL  L^7^f* 

to  the  Chancdior's  house  in  Great  Russel* 
street^  Bloomsbury;  whom  they  found  at  home : 
when,  after  a  short  considtation,  they  deter^ 
mined  to  lay  it,  themselves  in  person,  before 
Lord  North.    He  had  not  received  any  inti- 
mation of  the  event,  when  they  arrived  at  hi^ 
door,  in  Downing-street,  between  one  and  two 
o'clock.    The  FirsA  Minister's  firmness,  and 
even  his  presence  of  mind,  gave  way  for  a 
short  time,  under  this  awful  disaster.    I  asked 
Lord.  George  afterwards,  how  he  took  the 
communication,   when  made  to  him?  ^  As 
f^  he  would  have  taken  a  ball  in  his.breast»" 
replied  Lord .  George.     For  he  opened  his 
arms,  exclaiming  wildly,  as  he  paced  up  and 
down  the  apartment  during,  a  few  minutes^ 
"  Oh,  God !  it  is  all  over !"  Words  which  he 
repeated  many  times,  under  emotions  of  the 
deepest  agitation  and  distress. 

When  the  first  agitation  of  their  minds  had 
subsided,  the  four  Ministers  discussed  the 
question,  whether  or  not  it  might  be  expe- 
•  dient  to  prorogue  Parliament  for  a  few  days : 
but,  as  scarcely  an  interval  of  forty-eight 
hours  remained  before  the  appointed  time  of 
assembling ;  and  as  many  Members  of  both 
Houses  were  already  either  arrived  in  London^ 


I78i,]  MEMOIRS.  rai 

or  on  the  road ;  that  propbsftion  was  aban- 
doned. It  became^  however,  indispensable 
to  alter,  and  ahnost  to  model  anew  the  King's 
Speech,  which  had -i)een  already  drawn  up, 
and*  completely  prepared.  For  delivery  from 
the  Throne*  This  alteration  was  therefore 
made  without  delay:  and  at  tfie  same  time. 
Lord  George  Germain,  as  SeCiftary  for  the 
American  Department,  sent  off  a  "dispatch  to 
His  Majesty,  who  was  then  at  Kew,  acquaint- 
ing hiiga  with  the  melancholy  termination  of 
Lord  Coinwsillis's  expedition.  Some  hours 
havii^  elapsed)  before  these  difierent,  but 
necessary  acts  of  business  could  take  place, 
the  Ministers  separated,  and  Lord  George 
Germain  repaired  to  his  OflBlce  in  Whitehall* 
There  he  found  a  confirmation  of  the  intelli* 
gence,  which  arrived  about  two  hours  after 
the  first  communication ;  having  been  trans- 
mitted  from  Dover,  to  which  place  it  was 
forwarded  from  Calais,  with  the  French 
account  of  the  same  event. 

I  dined  on  thajt  day  at  Lord  George's ;  and 
though  the  information,  which  had  reached 
London  in  the  course  of  the  morning,  from 
two  difierent  quarters,  was  of  a  nature  not  to 
admit  of  long  concealment  j  yet  it  had  not 
H  3 
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been  coramiimcated  either  to  mc,  or  to  any 
mdhridual  of  the  company^  as  it  might  natu- 
1^7  hdsm  been  through  the  channel  of  com- 
vam  jreport,  when  I  got  to  Pall-mall,  between 
iffe.and  six  o'clock.    Lord  Wdlsingham,  who 
likewise  dined  there^  was  the  only  person 
present,  except  Lord  Geoige,  acquainted  wit^ 
lim  &ot.      The  party,  nine  in  number,  sat 
down  to  table.     I  thought,  the  Master  of  the 
Hiorse  appeared  serious,  though  he  manifested 
Dio  discomposure.      Before  the   dinner  Was 
finidied,  one  of  his  servants  delivered  him  a 
letter,  brought  back  by  the  messenger  who 
l^id  fo^n   di£q[>atched  to   the  King.      Lord 
Geaacge  opened  and  perused  it :  then  looking 
at  Lord  Walsingham,  to  whom  he  exclusively 
directed  his  observation,  *♦  The  King  writes," 
said  he,  ^  just  as  he  always  does,  except  that 
^  I  observe  he  has  omitted  to  mark  the  hour 
tf  and  the  nunnte  o£  his  writing,  with  his  usual 
♦/  precision/'      This  remark,  though  calcu- 
lated  to  awaken  some*  interest,   excited  no 
comment  ;     and    while    the    Ladies,    Lord 
George's  three  daughters,   remained  in  the 
rfHom,  we  xfqpresscd  our  curiosity.     But  they 
had  no  aooner  withdraws,  than  Lord  George 
iMvio^  aDqmmiad  us,  that  liropri  i^aris  infor* 
dBatibahdd  |ii|st:arnved  of  the  old  Count  de 
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Macirepas,  i^rst  Mifiliiter,  lying  ai  the  'point 
bf  death  J  **  It  Would  grieve  tne/' siid  I,  «t6 
^*  finish  ttiy  career,  however  far  advanced  in 
«*  years,  Were  I  First  Minister  of  France, 
^*  before  I  had  witnessed  the  terminatibn  of 
"  this  great  contest  between  England  and 
"  America."     "  He  has  survived  to  see  that 
'*  ev^nt,*'  rei^lied  Lord  George,   with   some 
agitation;     Utterly  unsuspicious  of  the  fact 
which   had  happened  beyond  the   Atlantic, 
I  conceived  him  to  allude  to  the  indecisive 
naval  action  fought  at  the  mouth  of  the  Che- 
eapeake,  early  in   the  preceding  month   of 
September,    between    Admiral    Graves    arid 
Count  de  Grasse;  which  in  its  results  might 
prove    most   injurious   to    Lord   Comwallis. 
Under  this  impression,  "  My  meaning,"  said 
i,  **  is,  that  if  I  were  the  Count  de  Maiirepas, 
**  I  should  wish  to  live  long  enough,  to  be- 
■**  hold  the  final  issue  of  the  war  in  Virginia." 
**  He  has  survived  to  witness  it  completely," 
answered  Lord  George :    "  The  army   haii 
*•  surrendered,  and  you  may  pertise  the  parti- 
*•  culars  of  the  Capitulation,  in  that  paper  ;** 
taking  at  the  same  time  one  from  his  pocket, 
.  which  he  delivered  into  my  hand,  not  without 
Visible  emotion.     By  his  permission  I  read  it 
elbudj  While  the  coftijistny  listened  in  profound 
H  4 
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silence.  We  then  discussed  its  contents,  as 
affecting  the  Ministry,  the  Country,  and  iix^ 
War.  It  must  be  confessed  that  they  were 
calculated  to  diffuse  a  gloom  over  the  most 
convivial  society,  and  that  they  opened  a  wide 
field  for  political  speculation. 

After  perusing  the  account  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis's  surrender  at  York  Town,  it  was 
impossible  for  all  present,  not  to  feel  a  lively 
curiosity  to  know  how  the  King  had  received 
the  intelligence  ;  as  well  33  how  he  ha4 
expressed  himself  in  his  note  to  Lord  George 
Germain,  on  the  first  communication  of  so 
painftd  an  event.  He  gratified  our  wish  by 
reading  it  to  us,  observing  at  the  same  time 
that  it  did  the  highest  honour  to  His  Majesty's 
fortitude,  firmness,  and  consistency  of  cha- 
racter. The  words  made  an  impression  on 
my  memory,  which  the  lapse  of  more  than 
thirty  years  has  not  erased;  and  I  shall  here, 
commemorate  its  tenor,  as  serving  to  shew  how 
that  Prince  felt  and  wrote,  under  one  of  the 
most  afflicting,  as  well  as  humiliating  occur* 
rences  of  his  reign.  The  Billet  ran  nearly  to 
this  effect :  <*  I  have  received  with  sentiments 
<*  of  the  deepest  concern,  the  communication 
<*  which  Lord  George  Germain  has  made  me, 
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«*  of  the  unfortunate  result  of  the  operations 
'*  in  Virginia.     I  particularly  lament  it,  oti 
*^  account  (rf*  the   consequences   connected 
^^  with  it,  and  the  difficulties  which  it  may 
^<  produce  in  carrying  on  the  public  business, 
^*  or  in  repairing  such  a  misfortune.     But  I 
"  trust  that  neither  Lord  George  Germain, 
*♦  nor  any  Member  of  the  Cabinet  will  sup- 
"  pose,  that  it  makes  the  smallest  alteration 
^*  in  those  principles  of  my  conduct,   which 
*<  have  directed  me  in  past  time,  and  which 
**  will  always  continue  to  animate  me  under 
"  every  event,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  pre* 
**  sent  contest-"    Not  a  sentiment  of  despcmd- 
ency  or  of  despair  wi^s  to  be  found  in  the 
letter ;  the  very  hand^writing  of  which  indi- 
cated composure  of  mind.    Whatever  opinion 
we  may  entertain  relative  to  the  practicabi-- 
lity  of  reducing  America  to  obedience  by  force 
of  arms  at  the  end  of  1781,  we  must  admit 
that  no  Sovereign  could  manifest  more  calm- 
ness, dignity,  or  self-command,  than  George^ 
the  Third  displayed  in  this  teply. 

Severely  as  the  geperal  effect  of  the  blow 
received  in  Virginia,  was  felt  throughout  the 
nation,  yet  no  immediate  symptoms  of  Mini- 
sterial dissolutipn,  or  evep  of  parliamentary  di^-^^ 
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fecti6n,  became  visible  in  either  H^use.    All 
the  ^niftiated  invectives  of  Fox,  aided  by  the 
c^ntiMnelioiis  irony  of  Burfce,  and  sustained  by 
the  dignified  denunciations  of  Pitt,  erfisted  oh 
the  same  side,  made  little  apparent  impression 
on  their  hearers,  who  seemed  stupified  by  the 
disastrous  intelligence.     Yet  neVer  probably, 
at  any  period  of  our  history,  was  more  indig- 
liant  language  used  by  the  Opposition,  or  sup- 
ported by  Administration.  In  the  ardour  of  his 
ffeelingfe  at  the  recent  calamity  beyond  the  At- 
lantic, Fox  not  only  accused  Ministers  <!)f  being 
virtually  in  tlie  pay  of  France  ;v  but,  menaced 
them  with  the  vengeance  of  an  undone  pe<^le, 
who  would  speedily  compdi  them  to  expiate 
their  'crimes  on  the  public  scafibld.    Burke, 
with  inconceivable  warmth  of  colouring,  depic- 
tured the  folly  and  impracticability  of  taxing 
America  by  force,    or  as  he  described  it, 
**  shearing  the  wolf/'      The  Metaphor  was 
wonderfiiUy   appropriate,    and    scarcely  ad- 
mitted of  denial.     Pitt  levelled  Ms  observ- 
ations principally  against  the  Cabinet,  whom 
he  represented  as  destitute  of  principle,  wis- 
dom, or  unito  of  design.    All  three  were  sus- 
tained, and  I  had  almost  said,  outdone  by 
Mr.  Thorns  Pitt,  v^hoi  ki  terms  €f£  gloomy 
despohdetiey,  seenaed  to  i^gisird  the  situation 
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of  the  c«Qiitry  as  scarcely  admitting  of  a 
wmedy^  voider  each  a  Parliament,  sack  Mi- 
11186^5  ^Qd smAi  aSovereigD.     Lord  North, 
in  tiiis  moment  of  general  depresiion,  fbu:nd 
i^esources  in  himsd£     He  scornfully  repelled 
the  insinuatians  of  Fox,  as  deserving  only  con*. 
t€impt^  justified  the  principle  of  the  war, 
which  did  not  originate  in  a  dei4)otic  wish  to 
tyrannize  Ami^rica,    but  from  the  desire   of 
maintaining  the  constitutional  authority  of 
Parliament  over  the  Colonies;  deplored,  in 
common  with  the  Opposition,  the  misfortunes 
which  had  marked  the  progress  of  the  x;on«* 
test ;  defied  the  threats  of  punishment }  and 
finally  adjured  the  House  not  to  a^ravate. 
the  present  calamity  by  dejection  or  despair, 
but,  by  united  exertion,  to .  secure  our  na- 
tional extrication* 

The  eflforts  of  the  First  Minister^ were 
not  unsuccessful,  and  the  Address  to  the^ 
Crown,  which  indirectly  avowed  th^  prose- 
cution of  the  war  beyond  the  Atlantic  as  ne- 
cessary, was  carried  by  a  MaJOTity  of  eighty- 
nine.  Thougli  the  continuance  of  offensive 
hostilities  in  America,  was  imequivocally  re« 
noun^ed  by  Lod*d  North,  a^nd  virtually  or 
sile»t]y  acquiesced  in  by  Lord  G^Oi:^^  Gei> 
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maiiif  in  the  course  of  Debate ;  yet  so  far  did 
Ministers  seem  from  professing  a  readiness  to 
acknowledge  the  independance  of  the  thirteen 
Colonies,   that  they  warmly  maintained  the 
wisdom  and  the  necessity  of  still  prosecuting 
a  defensive  war  in  that  portion  of  the  Globe. 
In  the  House  of  Peers^  a  still  greater  propor- 
tionate  Majority  supported  Administration. 
When  Fox,  presuming  on  the  qieration  of  the 
recent  Misfortune  in  the   Chesapeake,  soon 
afterwards  attempted  to  stop  the  progress  of 
the  supplies,  the  Opposition  experienced  a 
second  defeat,    only  seventy-seven    persons 
voting  with  them,  while  Lord  Nortli  had  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two.     It  seemed  by  no 
means  clear,  during  the  first  fortni^t  after 
Parliament  met,  whether  any  official  change 
whatever  would  take  place  ;  or  if  an  alteration, 
should  be  made  in  the  Cabinet,  to  what  ex- 
tent it  would  be  carried.     The  national  forces, 
exhausted  by  so  long  a  contest,    and  now 
opposed  in  every  quarter  by  a  vast  Confeder- 
acy, were  indeed  evidently  unequal  to  con- 
tinue the  effort  for  subjecting  America ;  and 
it  tiierefore  became  obvious  that  new  Measwres 
must  speedily  supercede  those,  which  had  been 
prosecuted  during  so  many  years.  .  But,  the 
same  First  Minister  might  remain  in  Power, 
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under  a  total  or  a  partial  change  of  system ; 
and  in  that  case,  all  the  labours  of  the  Mi- 
nority would  be  frustrated,  in  the  moment  of 
their  expected  completion.  The  King's  firm- 
ness was  well  understood  by  all  parties.  Lord 
North  shewed  hitherto  no  disposition  to  re- 
sign, and  Parliament  had  given  no  indications 
of  having  withdrawn  their  confidence  from 
the  Administration.  Such  appeared  to  be  the 
aspect  of  public  afiairs,  in  the  first  week  of 
December. 

December.]  Though  Fox  and  Pitt  seemed 
at  this  time  to  act  in  perfect  political  union, 
yet  no  man  who  attentively  considered  the 
different  spirit  which  animated  their  %>eeches» 
whenever  the  Sovereign  became  indirectly  the 
subject  of  their  animadversioi),  could  fail  to 
remark  their  widely  dissimilar  Une  of  conduct. 
Fox,  whether  he  was  impelled  by  his  con- 
sciousness  that  the  King'i^  moral  repugnance 
to  many  parts  of  his^  private  character,  and  to 
the  irregularities  of  hiis  life,  imposed  insur- 
mountable obstacles  to  his  ever  attaining  the 
royal  favour  j  or  whether,  having  already 
offended  in  his  political  capacily,  beyond  the 
hope  pf  pardon,  he  relied  solely  on  his  own" 
talents^  aided  by-Barty,  to  force  Wis  way  iflto 
II 
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the  Cabinet^  and  to  maintain  hinri&df  in  diat 
situation  ;  —  whichjiver  of  Idiese  motures  prin- 
cipally actuated  him,  it  ia  indisputable  dtat 
m  aU  his  aljiiisions  to  the  King,  although  he 
m^ght  effect  to  shelter  himself  under  the  formic 
of  Padiamentary  language,  yet  Fox  always 
chose  to  consider  him  as  animated  by  pas- 
sions and  sentiments  imbecoming  liis  station, 
as  well  as  incompatible  with  the  benignity^ 
which  constitutttB  the  most  enviable  Attribute 
of  Royalty.  Fox  designated  or  characterized 
him  in  fact,  as  under  the  dominion  of  resent- 
menty  unfeeling,  implacable,  and  only  satiated 
by  the  continuance  of  war  agaiitet  his  former 
subjects.  In  a  word,  more  as  a  tyrant  and  s^x, 
oppressor,  tkm  a»  the  head  of  a  free  countiy, 
the  guardian  of  a;Umited  Constitution. 

Qn  the  first  day  of  the  Session^  when 
an  Address,  to.  the  Crown,  wfisi.  piopc^d, 
«  Thpse,"  said  Foxj  "  who  are  ig»oyaat.ol' 
<<  the  character.  c(f  the  France  wliose  iS^oh 
"  we  Iwive  jwst  heard,. might  be  induoed  to 
<<  consider^  him  as  anunfeelinfJPtasppt^eiiiult. 
«  ing  in  the,  horrid  aacri&e. of  th^libettj5«id 
«  the  Uves.'<^hia.peppsle,  Th^  Spe^oh  iliseif, 
"  divested  of  the  disguise  of  royii^fprms,  can 
*<  only  mew,  *  <3tor-  losses  in  ^  A»ierica':bave 


«^  b^ea  ow9t  c^witft^    Ttw  Wood  of  my 
'^  subj$ct3   has  flowed  inr  qopiow  atiieq.»i0». 
"  throjigjiput  .^very  p^i^t  of  that  C(mtinenibt 
"  The  treasures  of  Great  Britatu  have  bemii 
«  w^toqly  lavished ;  while  the  Ipad  of  taxes 
*^  ixppos^  on  an  averbiHthegQ^d  country,,  i$. 
"  become  intolerable.    Yet  will  I  oontinud  to 
"  tax  you  to  the  last  Shilling.  When,  by  Lord 
"  Cornwallis*s  surrender,  all  hopes  of  victory 
♦«  are  for  ever  extinct,  and  a  further  conti- 
"  nuwce  of  hostilities    can  only  accelerate 
<<  the  ruin  of  th^i  Brit^h  Empire,  I  ptohibit 
<^  you  from  thiuEing  of  peacp*    My  rage  for. 
*<  qonquest  is  uni^uenched,  and  my  rev^ige 
^'  undated:  nox;  can  any  thing  except  the. total 
<^  subjugatipn  of  my  revolted  American  sub^ 
"  jects,  allay  n^y  animwity/"     .When  trfe 
consider  the  seyerity  and  aprimony  of  tbesfe 
perj3onal  imputationsi  wi^  camK^  wonder  that 
they  excited  corr^spondimg  sepisations  of  rer 
sentment  in  the  Royal  bo^om.    What  aecu^ 
sationsm«r0:  wounding^  ccmld  we  fraxBe,  what 
motives  of  aqtioa  p^ore  atrooMus^  oQiald  wn 
in^gose^ai^d  wbnit  la%«u^;i)fM>]%jd^^ 
to.oux  feieling^,  GQul^webay^  atta^^ 
tb?kt.n»onsat^,  whos(^€Sipi€ft     hi:^  de«rifttc4 
IFr^ce  wd  £iu^13|>%  ihm  »^  he»  wffiQMdi 
to/.animatei<<i^^  tl^l  I9^i    It^ntutt^be 
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admitted  even  by  his  greatest  admirers,  that 
Fox,  however  eminent  were  his  talents,  yet 
by  the  want  of  moderation  sentenced  himself 
during  his  whole  life,  to  perpetual  exclusion 
from  office;  verifying  in  his  own  person, 
Juvenal's  remark  upon  the  injuries  attendant 
on  eloquence,  when  he  says, 

^<  Torrcns  dicendi  copia  multis, 
Et  sua  mortifera  est  facundia." 

Pitt,  on  the  contraiy,  even  when  he  ap- 
peared to  be  most  animated  by  sentiments  of 
indignation  against  the  measures,  or  the  Mini- 
sters, repressed  any  intemperate  expressions, 
and  spared  the  Sovereign.  He  pronounced 
indeed  in  the  most  unqualified  term9,  his 
abhorrence  of  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
American  war ;  and  on  one  occasion  I  recol- 
lect his  solemnly  invoking  the  Divine  ven- 
geance on  the  heads  of  the  Administration, 
who  had  reduced  the  Empire  to  such  a  state 
of  rain  and  degradation.  But,  with  consum- 
mate ability,  he  separated  the  King  from  his 
weak  or  evil  counsellors;  admitted  the  purity 
ijf  intention  hy  which  he  was  ever  impelled  ;  * 
pcofessed  hi$  ard^t  attachment  to  the  person, 
as  well  as  ta  the  fanaily^  of  the  reigning  Mo- 
ll vcfaj  and  declared  that  it  would  be  best 
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fimtiSfested  by  expcMusig  the  dcduflion  that  had 
been  ^ptBCtked  on  him.  The  ILord  Advocaate  i»f 
Soodaffid^  ^^iMe^stiiiguisMngpoUti(»ittet^and 
keen  discsmment  inaU  matters  'where  his  oim 
iatereil;  or  ambition  were  cmicemed^  enabtled 
1dm  to  At&cary  a  Minister  in  Embrio  $  spears 
early  to  hax^iieen  impressed  widi  a  oonvio 
tion  of  this  dharjicteristic  difietrence  between 
the  twe  Opposition  leadesrs.  WhSe  be  coaat^ 
tinued  stieauovsHy  to  ^support  an  Adminifllxa- 
tkm^  tlie  approadttiig  fall  of  uvhieh  he  neve& 
iJbi^ras  prdbi^i^  hehtviabed  the 

wtrneat  Eni^MBinms  from  the  Tiseasiuy  Benoii, 
$m  die  hertdsterj  talents,  the  brilliant  oocatory, 
and  earfy  indicattons  of'^igemas  in  Htt ;  uader 
whose  preteetiofi,  aided  by  bis  own  Tpadmmaa^ 
lory  powers,  he  speedy  oonirived,  after  Loud 
KmsI^'s  nescgnaticm^  to  CG^a|^ar  on  tbe  mi^ 
wstodftl  <^eatf e. 

:  B?o(tiiiitibfllandufig  ^^  ostenstble  degree  of 
ikxaaaay  •and  Coc^Dept  wliich  ^Boemed  to  ani- 
nste  MiiMbterB  ia  tiie  House  <£  Ct»nimaMi» 
idaringidtefiRrt  4egfB  i£  the  Session;  ytih^ 
&pA  tibe  Huddle  oaf  Beoeniber  itftegaiBL  to  he 
»p|iare9i^  that  sonie  ^vital  iDtisaniaii  of  )iSeni(ii- 
anjeat^ewied  omoiig  ifche  Membeni  of  AA^ 
jnnisbcaticBL^    Lcord  Korldb^  m   fact,  might 

VOL.  II,  V  I     ' 
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dontiniie,  as  many  persons  imagined,  Krst 
Minister,  after  the  avowal  of  American  In- 
dependance.  But,  Lord  George  Germain 
could  noty  by  any  Possibility,  remain  in  offic^ 
a  single  day  after  such  a  Recognition.  At 
this  Breach  the  Opposition  poured  in,  and 
were  aided  by  some  of  the  Adherents  of  Go- 
vernment, who  conceived  that  by  separating 
Ae  two  Ministers,  and  dismissing  the  latter, 
Lord  North  could  yet  be  preserved  at  the 
liead  of  His  Majesty's  Councils.  Sir  James 
Lowiher  having  introduced  a  Motion  tending 
to  declare  that  "  All  further  Attempts  to  re- 
"  duce  the  Americans  to  obedience  by  Force* 
<*  would  be  ineffectual }"  after  a  long  and  very 
animated  Debate,  the  Order  of  the  Day  could 
only  be  carried  by  a  majority  of  Forty-one,  in 
a  crouded  House,  wherfe  Four  hundred  Mem* 
bers  were  present.  Nor  was  the  paucity  of 
Numbers  the  only  apparent  symptom  of  a 
.Ministerial  Crisis.  Rigby  and  Dun'das  iacting 
on  this  occasion  in  concert,  called  on  Lord 
.North  to  ^tate,  in  his  Place,  the  difference  io£ 
Opinion  which  was  presumed  to  exii^  in  the 
Cabinet*  Both  of  them  at  the  same:  time 
Avowed  aad  admitted,  that  no  further  liope 
tdvli  be  entertained  of  subjecting  America 
by  arms.    The  Krst  Lord  of  the  Treakury, 
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while  he  admitted  the  War  with. the  Colonies 
to  constitute  the  heaviest  Calamity  of  his 
life»  and  expressed  his  warmest  wi^es  for 
ihe  attainment  of  Peace  $  neither  owned,  nor 
denied  the  charge  brought  forward  by  the 
Lord  Advocate  pf  Scotland  and  Rigby,  though 
he  attempted  to  evade  it  under  some  loose 
and  general  Declarations.  Wearied  at  length, 
and  attacked  no  less  by  his  Friends,  than  by 
his  Opponents,  he  adopted  the  singular  Ex- 
pedient of  quitting  the  Treasury  Bench,  and 
withdrawing  to  one  of  the  Seats  bdiind  it; 
leaving  Lord  George  Germain  alone, ,  ex- 
posed to  the  Attacks  of  the  Opposition.  This 
scene,  which  spoke  with  mute  eloquence,  and 
firom  its  peculiarity  attracted  all  eyes,  left  no 
room  to  doubt  of  the  Dissimilarity  of  Opi« 
nion  among  Ministers,  on  the  great  question 
xespectimg  America. 

From  that  evening.  Lord  George  with  rea- 
90niGDnsidered}iis  official  capacity  as  virtually 
.terminated,  though  he  continued  to  exercise 
its  Functions  till  a  successor'  should  be  ap- 
pointed to.  the  Department.  The  two  Houses 
having  shortly  .aifterwards^^  adjourned  for  the 
Christmas  Recess,  he  then  came  to  a  full 
explanation  with  Lord  Norths  At  that  Inter- 
I  2 
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Vi6^,  iftft^{)ri3^i^gli»i  readiness  to  rotiaiii 
in  hisi  Bitutttioft  as  lofig  ina  it  oould  be  benefi*- 
dal  to  )9iis  Majel^ty'ft  service^  iviiiie  the  Iiide^* 
pehdanCfe  tjf  America  Wte  not  ibnMliy  rei. 
tognited^  he  tit  th&  satue  time  eatnesdy 
besMight  Lord  North  to  eoMid^  netiung  ex- 
tib^  tiie  Preservation  c^  the  Mttustry,  and 
4ibte  imeredte  ^  their  dommoii  Master.  For 
that  purpose  he  i^viaeA  tilte  FirsN;  MiniMer  to 
jAtengtheafi  hitnseliT  by  a  Negocistion  with 
'sbttie  of  his  potttieal  Eaemies;  and  net  to 
allow  ^y  p^!fiioiial  cOfisiderationa  towwds 
Mn  (L6rd  George),  to  Ma^,  or  to  impede, 
tbr  an  instant^  die  AjttBXigfmmi»  jwdged  to 
"bk  proper  !^  tite  general  Secmrity.  Adding, 
't%a!t  he  had  no  pefr^otial  -Scip^daJbRms  to  modoe, 
itor  ^vour^  t6  Wlk ;  Md  thalt  he  wouM  go 
^wlR  imiffiiediatoSiy  1»  hia  ^Mat  M  Ih&yten  in 
Northamptonshire,  for  two  or  three  weeks, 
in  order  to  allow  time  to  select  a  successor 
fyit  his  post;  ^tftOT  wbadi  he  ^oftld  Tetum, 
and  deliver  up  i9ie  ^aeal  of  ^s  office,  on  the 
shoitesft  notice,  into  Hh  Mt^e^py*H  lianda. 
As  the  best  pMof  of  hia  stnceril^r  m  flusee 
Opinionis,  he  lefi  Lmden  ^  PBty  fiMr  days 
after  th^  ^b^rt^ 'Goifrimatidii. 

^     Jam3^i%i78i».]  It  ifidgbt  naturally  be^sp^ 


loosed,  that  Lord  North  could  not  have  1m- 
sitated,)  «inder  such  circumataiicesp.  t^acocfit 
Lord  GecMTge's  resigniitioii ;  and  that  be  doidd 
a^  Irtde  dehiy  to  efieck,  or  at  least  to  ajttettqit^ 
the  completion  of  the  Objects  reootrntebdod 
to  him.  Neceaaity  stroi^ly  urged  theip  }  aad 
the  respite  which  th^  Chnatoias  Receaa  i^ 
low€4  for  private  Negockttiony  afforded  him 
time  fw  marking  every  requisite  StipulatkiL 
Nevejrtheles^  Lord  North,  thoi:^  be  did 
not  either  oppose^  or  refuse,  by  no  meaiis 
however  posHivdiy  aceeptedt  e^en  die  &e-^ 
^g[ia;tion  of  the  Amcnrican  Secretary*  Ai^ 
when  Lord  George  returned  to  London  ftqtii 
Noi*thamptonshire,  towards  the  middled  of 
the  ensuing  month,  to  his  no  small  astonish- 
ment, he  found  bis  <^Sc0  still  undispoeed  of, 
and  his  Succes30r  not  more  fixed  than  be£>rf 
he  quitted  the  CapitaL  He  ^erefore  waited 
patiently  till  the  progress  of  JSvents  should 
propel  the  Indecision^  or  hasten  the  Procras- 
tination^ of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasttty. 

Ferhaps  no  part  of  Lord  N^ith^  Admkm* 
traticNQ,  9fkd  no  filature  of  his  conduct  m  Mf%t 
l^ini^ter,  during  th^e  twelve  years  that  be 
eoivtinuedin  offi€e>  seem^  more  extraordinary; 
it  might  be  even  said,  inexplical^!;  than^his 
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loss  6f  time  at  SO  critical  a  juncture*  Every 
thing  dictated  decision.  He  well  knew  the 
Opposition  to  be  principally  composed  of  two 
parties,  called  after  the  names  of  their  re- 
spective leaders,  Lords  Rockingham  and  Shel- 
bume  ;  which  bodies  of  men,  though  they 
agreed  in  endeavouring  to  dispossess  him  of 
power,  agreed  in  no  other  speculative  or  prac* 
tical  principle  of  policy.  Scarcely  could  they 
even  be  with-held  from  mutual  animosity^  by 
the  near  prospect  of  the  prize  in  view.  If,^ 
therefore,  the  point  of  American  Indepen- 
dance  was  once  conceded  by  Ministers,  there 
seemed  to  be  no  obvious  impediment  to  with- 
hold Lord  Shelburne  from  accepting  a  situa- 
tion under  government.  It  was  even  well 
known,  that  he  entertained  and  avowed  very 
strong  doubts  on  the  propriety  or  wisdom  of 
making  such  a.  concession  to  the  Colonies, 
under  any  possible  circumstances;  doubts 
which,  were  re-echoed  by  his  Adherents  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, it  was  presumed,  be  altogether  unaccep- 
table to  the  King.  He  was,  besides,  a  man 
of  great  abilities,  the  professed  disciple  of  the 
late  JBarl  of  Chatham,  and  possessed  consi- 
derable Parliamentary.  Interest.  Lord  North 
held  in  hia  hand  various  means  of  conciliating 


and  acquiring  his  support.  Besides  the  post 
of  Secretary  of  St^te,  and  a.  higher  rank  in 
the  English  Peerage,  to  which  he  might 
aspire ;  f(mr  Garters  were  then  lying  on  the 
King's  Table,  unbegtowed;  me  of  which 
Lord  Shelbume  actually  siezed  on^  as  his 
share  of  the  plui^der,  when  he  caine  into  Wu 
nistry,  within  three  months  from  the  time  of 
which  I  speak.  All  these  circumstances 
seemed,  therefore,  tp  point  out  that  quarter^ 
as  the  obvious  point  of  application, 

I  have  had  many  opportunities  of  discuss^ 
ing  this  question,  with  those,  who  were  well 
informed  in  the  secret  springs  and  history  of 
Lord  North's  Administration.  But  they  dif- 
fered in  their  solution  of  the  difficulty.  It  has. 
been  confidently  asserted^  that  the  King  ob^ 
jected  to  disposing  of  one  of  the  vacant  Gar^ 
ters  in  favour  of  Lord  Shelburne  j  and  abso- 
lutely refused  to  consent  to  it,  when  the  pro- 
poi^ition  was  made  to  His  Majesty,  by  the  Mi- 
nister. Sanguine  hopes  were  entertained  at  St* 
James's,  that  even  though  all  further  attempta 
to  subjugate  America  should  be  abandoned,  yet 
that  the  same  Administration  might  still  con- 
tinue to  conduct  the  national  affairs.  Nor  wa»^ 
it  at  all  clear  that  such  expectations  werfe  chi-^ 
14 
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merical.  The  Sessiei)  of  1779  had  saficsiettdy 
ptoredj  that  eyen  after  being  left  in^  minority^ 
on  more  than  one  great  public  queMi(si»  a  Mi-* 
niM;er  who  wi&^ied  to  remain  in  office  possess^ 
ed  the  means  of  doing  it,  almost  in  defbnct 
of  the  House  of  CommotiSk     If  Attierica  wai 
admitted  to  be  ind^pendaot,   and  that  great 
impediment  once  remoyed^  peace  wcNiild  pro* 
bablj  follow  at  no  long  interval ;  and  however 
unfortunate  he  had  been  in  carrying  on  the 
war,  Lord  North  might  stiU  conclude  an  ho* 
nourable  pacification.     In  the  House  of  Peers 
he  possessed  a  decided  majority  ;  and  in  the 
lower   Hoiide    of    Bailiament,    when    once 
Government  heesme^  emancipatted  from  the 
American  War,  it  i^M  with  teasoii  condeivedi 
that  the  Opposiiticm  would  again  duninidb  ill 
energy,  as  well  as  in  numbers.   Theste  reasons^ 
however  destitute  of  tolidity  they  eventually 
proved,  may  perhaps  satisfactorily  account  for 
Lord  North's  seeming  supinene^^  in  not  en^ 
deavouring,  at  so  critical  a  moment,   to  di^ 
vide  his  Opponents,  or  to  augment  his  own 
strength. 

Ja^«  21.3  When  I^rliament  met  again  tor  the 
dispatch  of  business.  Lord  (Jeorge  Germain 
therefore  attended  in  his  places  in  the  House 
of  Commons;  but  the  tide  of  Opposition,  which 


hdA  been  s(>  long  priiicqis%  <turectod  afaioat 
him^  as  tlui  Ameridaxi  Secretwy,  tooli;  at  ik^ 
atfEiother  directioa.     Ldrd  Saiulwich  was  kk 
turn  attacked  by  Fox«  for  hb  asserted  xm^ 
maoagecAent  of  the  Adoiiralty  department ;. 
and  t&e  First  Minister,  unable  to  shelter  him 
fram  investigation,  donsented  to  institute  am 
elxquiry.     Among  the  mq|st   strenuous    de« 
ieoders  of  the  Firrt  Lord  of  the  Admiralty* 
was  Lord  Miidgrave;  a  Nobl6man  whaei]|oyed 
a  plao6  at  tKat  Board.    His  early   expedi* 
ticm  of  ^QW&ty  towards  theNwth  Pole, 
had  giveii  him  some  celebrity  ; .  wd  afi  he 
was  farmed  on  rather  a  heavy  cidossal  scale^ 
the  Opposition,  to  distinguish  him  from  his 
younger  brother,    the   Honourable    Charles 
Hiipps,  who  had  likewise  a  Seat  in  the  House, 
deacMni&ated   hiito    ^Ursa  Major/^     They. 
Mkewifipe  gave  htm  the  name  c^  '^  Al^si-^ 
basuii  )'^  I  suppose,  Gtom  some  fanded  Aas^ 
logy  b«rtwe^  him  and  the  awkward  imi- 
takw   of  iht   Dianeiiig  Satjrrs,    comm^ma-^ 
rated  by  Vifg^   in   th4^  Mh  Ech^e   of 
his  BuooticxL      Lord  Mttlgrave  was  distiu* 
guish«d  by  a  singularity  ol*   physic^  con« 
fdrmntiM,  liaving  tw6  distinct  voices^   the 
cROei  $trmg  and  boar^ ;  tbe^  other,  weak  and 
^[tMrttlons^  of.bg^  whioh,   he  occasionally 
av^ed  bimselC^    So  extra^dinary  a  circum^ 


1^2  UISTORICAX^  £17^2^ 

stance,  probably  gave  rise  to  a  story  of  ins 
having  fallen  into  a  Ditchj  in  sl  dark  nigbtt 
and  calling  for  aid  in  his  shrill  voice.  A 
countryman  coming  up,  was  about  to  have 
assisted  him  :  but,  Lord  Mulgrave  addressing 
him  in  a  hoarse  tone,  the  Peasant  imme* 
diately  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  if  there  are  two 
"  of  you  in  the  Ditch,  you  may  help  each 
"  other  out  of  it."  In  debate,  if  not  am- 
mated,  he  was  able  and  pertinacious.  Like 
Dundas,  he  contrived,  after  Lord  North's 
Administration  went  to  pieces,  to  attach  him^ 
self  to  Pitt; '  who,  in  1784,  made  him  Joint 
Paymaster  of  the  Forces,  and  six  years  later 
raised  him  to  the  British  Peerage. 

Towards  the  last  days  of  January,  after 
long  fluctuation.  Lord  North  at  length  com* 
municated  to  Lord  George,  His  Majesty's 
determination  to  consent  to  his  resignation^ 
so  repeatedly  offered  ;  and  the  resolution 
taken  to  isupply  his  loss,  by  Mr.  Welbore 
Ellis.  It  seemed  difficult  to  have  made  a 
selection,  by  which  less  strength  would  be 
acquired  on  the  side  of  Administration ;  Mr. 
EUis's  talents  being  already  engaged  in  fa^ 
vor  of  Government,  by  a  very  lucrative  place*  * 
that  of  Treasurer  of  the  Navy.  His  abilities 
however  eminent  and  solid,  aided  by  his  long 
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expaience  of  Pariiamentary  business^  were 
nevertheless,:  altogeth^  unequal  to  contend- 
ing in  stormy  times,  with  the  vast  energies 
then  collected  on  the  Opposition  Benches*  Hfe 
was,  besides,  far  advanced  in  years  ;  and 
though  his  faculties  might  have  preserved  all 
their  vigor  or  freshness,  he  wanted  the  requi- 
<^te  fire  and  ai;iimation.  His  appointment 
gave  satisfaction  only  to  the  enemies  of  the 
Minister,  who  exulted  in  a  choice  that  proved 
the  Paucity,  or  rather  Nullity  of  the  Sources, 
from  which  he  now  attempted  to  derive  sup- 
port. 

Just  att  this  period  died  Lord  Falmouth,  at 
an  advanced  stage  of  life ;  a  NoT)leman,  nei- 
ther distinguished  by  his  talents  or  his  vir« 
tues,  but  whose  name,  Boscawen,  is  con- 
nected with  Naval  recollections  of  the  most 
gratifying  kind.  Lord  Falmouth  commanded 
the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard,  at  the  time  of  his 
death ;  but,  my  sole  motive  for  mentioning 
his  decease,  is  in  order  to  commemorate  an 
anecdote  respecting  him.  1  have  been  as- 
sured, that  towards  the  conclusion  of  George 
the  Second's  Reign^  when  Mr.  Pitt,  afterwards 
created  Earl  of  Chatham,  occupied  a  prin- 
fipal  place  in  the  Cabinet ;  Lord  Falmouth 
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h«ra]g  waated  on  htnif  at  his  Levee,  stated 
his  widb  to  be  recommended  to  His  M^esrty, 
for  tbe  first  vacant  Qarter.  Hie  Secretary  of 
Slate  expressmg  a  degree  of  reluctance  to  lay 
the  roquest  before  the  King,  and  maaifestaag 
some  disi^probatioQ  of  the  demand  ttaelf ; 
<<  You  vrSl  be  pleased,  Sir,  to  remember/'  said 
Lord  Falmouth,  ''  that  I  biwg  in  five  vetes 
5«  who  go  with  Ministry  in  the  House 
<<  of  Commons ;  and  if  my  apptioaticA  is 
<<  disregarded,  you  must  take  thie  conae* 
"  quence."  "  Your  Lords^p  threatens  me," 
replied  the  Minister  with  warmth ;  "  You 
<<  may,  therefore,  be  assured,  that  so  long 
^<  as  I  hold  a  place  in  the  Cou&cila  ef  the 
f<  Crown,  you  shall  never  receive  the  Or- 
*^  der  of  the  Garter ^^  Then  turning  tound, 
he  exclaimed,  addressing  himself  to>  those 
n^ar  him, 

''  Optat  £4)hi{^ia  Bos  pig^." 

Lord  Faluiouth  compreheadiBg  no<^ing  of 
the  meaning  of  these  words,  but  conceiving 
that  the  Monosyllable  JBm,  must  aiiude  to  his 
name,  requested  to  be  infimned  what  the 
Minister  meant  by  so  calling  him  ?  *♦  The 
"  observation,''  replied  Mr.  Pitt,  ♦*  ia  not 
.<«  mine,  but  Horace's."  As  Ihtle  familiar 
with  the  Namf  of  the  Roiban  iVset^  ak  ^ 


ims  acquaisttfed,  iiriMi  his  Wxitjiq^  £x)rdf'al- 
»oii(b,  a^rdiendmg  liiat  Ebruce  Widpok 
had  said  soowi^iig  severe  or  disreeqpect&l 
ocHtoeriiiiig  faiili ;  under  thst  second  mistakeEi 
^  J£  Horace  Watpole,''  said  be,  ^<  htts  tdcen 
^*  any  liberties  with  my  name,  I  shall  ktum 
ff  ho^  to  resent  it.  His  brotlier,  Sir  Mobsrii 
^^  when  lie  was  aMire,  and  Fira^  Minii^ter^  me^ 
«<  vcsr  presumed  so  to  treat  me.**  Having 
thus  «xpr^s8ed  himself,  he  quitted  Mr.  Pitt> 
leaving  t^  audience  in  avbonii^ment  at  the 
effect  of  his  double  misapprehension^ 

J^etmiary.]  Ea^ly  in  the  monf^  of  Bsbra- 
ary,  Lcml  George  Germain  having  resided 
4l)^  seal  ctf  his  office  into  the  Kin^s  iMmd,  re- 
•ceived,  m  (rwomp^^  ^  his  series,  4he 
^onoT'^if  the  Beerstge.  The  ciroutnstanoes  at- 
^teii^dg  tbait  efeevtttion,  which  became  iia^e- 
diatdy  afterwards  a  sift^ject  of  dascus^cm  in 
•'the  JloHQde  of  Lords,  I  received  <on  the  same 
day  when  they  took  plaice,  frnxx  Lord  Oeoogd's 
^WA  moaili;  und  they.a^  too  cinious,  as  weU 
^tSKkalOiaimal^  to  be 'Omitted  injthese  Me- 
4m>m.  The  sepftratio«i  betweett  the  iSkmsreigti 
<imdtlie.Ses«etiAry^  w^byno  means  unaccom- 
panied wi&  emotion  oti  both  sides;  which 
«bec«me  |m>ba;My    aiigi|ietU;ed  by  the  ^rk 

lO 
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cloud  overhanging  the  throne/  t(^ther  with 
the  circumstances  that  produced  the  necessity 
for  Lord  George's  resignation.  The  King^ 
who  could  not  shut  his  eyes  to  these :  facts, 
doubtless  foresaw  the  possibility,  if  not  proba- 
bility, of  greater  changes  in  the  Administra- 
tion, as-imminent  (  of  which,  the  removal  o£ 
the  American  Secretary,  was  only  the  forerun*- 
•neir  and  the  presage.  After  r^retting  the 
unfortunate,  events  that  had  dictated  the  inea^ 
sure,  and  thanking  Lord  George  for  his  ser- 
vices, His  Majesty  added,  "  Is  there  any 
"  thing  that  I  can  do,  to  express  my  sense  of 
.**  them,  which  would  be  agreable  to  you  ? " 
**  Sir,'*  answered  he,  "  if  Your  Majesty  is 
."  pleased  to  raise  me  to  the  dignity  of  the 
"  Peetage,  it  will  form  at  once  the  best  re- 
/<  ward  to  which  I  can  aspire,  and  the  best 
**  proof  of  your  approbation  of  my  past  ex- 
"  ertions  in  your  affairs."  "By  all  means," 
said  the  King,  "  I  think  it  very  pr<^er,  and 
«  shall  doit  with  pleasure."  ^  "  Then,'  Sir,"' 
rejoined  Lord  George,  "  if  you  agree  to  my 
<*  first  request,  I  hope  you  will  not  tbiDbk  it 
^*  unbecoming,  or  unreasonable  in:me,.to  ask 
"  another  favor.  It  is  to  create  me  a  Viscounty 
^<  as  should  I  be  only  raised  to  the.  dignity  of 
^*  a  Baron^  my  own  Secretary,  my  Lawyer, 
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•*.  and  m^' father's  Page,  will  all  take  rank  of 
**  me/*  The  King'  expressing  a  wish  to 
know  the  Na«ies  of  the  Persons  to  whom 
he  alluded^  *<  the  first/'  replied  Lord  George, 
"is  Lord  Walsingham,  who,  as  Your  Ma- 
**  jesty  knows,  was  long  Under^cretary 
"  of  State  in  my  Office,  when  Mr.  de 
"  Grey.  The  secoiid  is  Lord  Loughborough 
"  who  hto  befen  always  my  legal  adviser.  Lord 
"  Amherst  is  the  third,  who,  when  Page  to 
"  my  father,  the  late  Duke  of  Dorset,  has 
•*  often  siat  on  the  braces  of  the  State  Coach 
"that  conveyed  him,  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
**  Ireland,  to  the  Parliandent  House  at  Dub^ 
"  lin."  The  King  smiled,  adding,  «  What 
^*  you  say,  is  v^  reasonable,  it  shall  be  so ; 
"  arid  now  let  me  know  the  title  that  yoii 
"  choose.'*  "  I  have  already.  Sir,'*  answer* 
ed  Lord  George,  "  in  the  possible  tmticipa* 
"  tionof  Your  Majesty's  gracious  dispositions  ' 
"  towards  me,  qx>ken  to  the  Duke  of  Dorset^ 
<<  and  obtained  his  permission,  as  the  head  of 
"  my  family,  to  take  the  title  of  SackoiUei 
^<  hftviiig  been  compelled  to  raiounce  my 
"  own  name,  in  order  to  avail  myself  of  the 
"  bequest  of  the  Estate  of  Drayton  in  North- 
"  amptonshire^  inadelne  by  Lady  Betty  Ger- 
"  main/ in  het  WiH.  I  shall  therefore  in  some 
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^  degrte  vecavmr  it  i>y  this  meam.'^  I  quite 
^  approve  of  that  idfia,"  iVfdBed  His  MBjcsty, 
^  and  if  you  iiall  state  to  me  yoixr  titfo,  i 
*<  w31  write  it  Aown  mymH,  bdbrp  ^vie  part, 
«'  land  send  it  directly  to  the  GhaMdloar/^ 
Hie  King  immediattiy  ]^aced  hiimelf  at  tt 
tabl^  took  the  pen  and  ink  lying  opcai  it,  and 
having  conunitted  the  Vutmmty  to  paper, 
adoed  him  4hat  Barony  he  dime?  Lord 
GesKfge  answered,  *^  diat  of  Bolebrook  in  Sus- 
^  sex,  heiag  one  of  the  most  ancient  estates 
^*  bdongingtohisfiimfly;  and  cont^oaw  to 
^  BnddiiicBt,  die  onginai  Peerage  oonArred 
$<  by  QiseenEKcabi^  on  his  ancestor,  the  AriM 
^  Earl  of  Docset/*  When  the  King  had  copi* 
ed  it,  iie  rose  up,  and  with  the  most  cgndeacemd- 
iBg  expressions  of  concern,  as  wdi  as  <^«ata8&c- 
ttoB,  allowed  Lord  Geotge  to  withdmv  &om 
the  Onset.  As  thisisone  ofthe&wIVetagfs, 
which,  in  the  coime  of  ha^a  Century,  Oeorge 
the  Third  has  been  allowed  to  confer,  wholly 
indqpcmdant  of  miiMterialioterveiition^orTe- 
commendation,  from  the  impldbs^  of  his  cfwn 
mclisations,  its  oe^n  and  creation  ^tttaii^  an 
JMidifeionai  istemst. 

No^oionerhad  die  intention  of  ^sifl^  up 
liord  George  Gcamiain  4o   fito  Houi^  of 
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Peers,. become  publidy  knowri,  than  llie  Mar- 
<pii!^  of  Cartnartiien  inimecMaitdy  brduglit  for- 
ward ihe  subject  before  thai  Assembly.  H^ 
^ndeat^o^red  to  shew,  that  it  would  -be  ;der6- 
^tory  tip  iJleir  hoeour,  as  a  body,  to  admit 
among  them.  ^  p^son  stiH  labouric^  Under 
the  seftt^nce  o^-a  Cdmt  Martial:  atfd  though 
his  motion  wfes  rejected  by  a  gres^ ,  iiiigoHty, 
on  the  7^1  of  ^tfe^uary-;  yethe  re^^^Werf-thef 
attack  as  soon  a&  L<ird  George  ftad^ftfcen  lifs 
seat,  on  the  i^th  of  the  same  mo«tk  Gon-^ 
ceiving  tbiit  LonPNorth  Must,  •  iis'  first  Mifefs- 
ter,  iMirv^^advised^^^'  tneteUre,  thfe- Marquis 
attempted  to  infvolv^  hu^infhere^drisibnity 
or  Gulpiability  of*  g^ng  such  4dvic^  th  th^ 
Crown*  But,  Ldrd  ^SackviUe  having  excuU 
pated  tbe  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  froni 
any  participation  wha/tever  in  the  traftsadtibn; 
gave  the;  Houae  clearly  to  understand,  th^t  it 
flowed  soliely  &om  the  volition  of  lAie  Sove- 
reign. His  -enemies  tfeemselvei'  confessed 
that  never^  was  s^  more  aWe^  dignified,  or  manly 
appeal-made  wiliiin  the  walls  of  thfe  House 
of  Beers,  than  L(^  SacitviHe  probouticed  o^ 
that^  4»ocasi(m.  M^  dbs6ilry[,  that  e^eri  'ad^ 
mitting  in-all  its^forc^,-  tiie  juslice  of 'the 
^ent€»ce  ^passed^  by^  #i*''C>6u¥t«  Marti^,  yet 
that  TtibwidHiad  only  dectedi  Ifim  *«  ^ilty 
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«<  of  disobe)dhg  Prince  Fetdniand  of  Bmos- 
^<  wic's  orders;  and.  their^ore  h»d  adjudgedi 
<<  him  t^^  to  serve  His  Majeisi^y  in  ^ayfnili- 
<<  taiy  capacity  whatever/'  But  they  neither 
had  impo«edt>  iior  qquI^  ili^  i^ttfit  opcm/him) 
anyoc;!/ disa))£^y  ofjli^^  And  thi^ 

attempt  of  the  K^»  or  of  1^e.Mini9ter  of  j;h|it 
time,  to  ag^iavatie  th^  natw^.  or  /exipreasions 
of  the  sentence,  by  any  hank  addkkma  and 
personal  comments,  could  not  add  to  its  fonce. 
If,  after  conaiderii^  the  Sentence.  pidbUshed 
in  the  case  of  the  General  Oifear,  ^riia  xsiio- 
mandedontheexpediticm^sentth  KS^a^ainst 
Buenos  Ayres,  we :  contemplate  :the. 'tenor*  jof 
the  Ordl^^.that  accompanied  it;  and  then 
compare  theoL  witb  thjoseoued  in:  the  instance 
of  Lord  George  Sackville ;  we  shall  penceive 
the  contrast  presetted  bythe  condlutt  of  the 
two  Sovereigns,  in  the  strongest  point  of 
view.  Though  General  Whitelodc.waa^ ad- 
judged to  he  <<  cashiered,  and  declared  to* 
**  i^y\nn&t  and  unwar^  to  serve  His  Ma^ 
<*  jesty  in  any  militai^d^acity  whatever :'' 
conaequently,.  thou^  the  sentence  impbes  a 
mudi  deeper  degree  of  error  or  culpability, 
than  was  attributed  to  Lord.  George  Sackviile 
atMinden,  as  well  aa  a  fa^tfar  nufiei^  .dearly 
estaUished  and  r^tcognized ;  .  yet  Georga  the 
Thirds  unlike  his  predecessor,   subjdns/no 


injurjlDus  i*flectloiisi   but  amply  en^omn  the 
jmbMcaifOB  cf  it»  te  a  m^tivdribl  and  warmng 

i^ctii^e^  part  iiiith<d  ^^ond  Debkte  upon  Ldtd 
^ckvilk's^  «kviktibn  to  thte  *  Pe^a^,  emtea- 
dd  to  ipfove^  &fMi  the  toi^h  ^-  time  which 
dtapted  aii^  irib  YeM{ttion  of  Frfnee  F^fiK- 
Bwd'E  O^deer  to  advance,  that  <feii^nati«n 
onljr.  ot^  Mti  part  to  obay  themy  <^oi^ 
fiaitdttoed  imdk  a  dida^^     A»  ffaeiBukeThad 
liMa  paroaaill^t'fii^^  ktMm^ikH^  dadm  he 
dodaiied  dut  'he  1^^         watch  within:  his 
band,  duUiiDg  the  whdie  tiiberiosi  in  6bfeyikig 
the    Briac&'s  xOsders^.^  wiicofa;    he   asserted, 
UMiinfced:tt»  mi  hour  and  a  lialf ;  r  :his^i  speeeh 
might  faaise:  faeeor  .expected  to  make  an  iffipt^es- 
sion  on  the  House.  /  But,  onfy'  twen(7-4feigfat 
f eer»  co^d  .he  found,  on  iaitfaer  Debate,  to 
support  Lord  Carmarthen's  motion ;  though 
fhe  number  voting  against  it  rose  from  seven- 
ty«five  to  ninety*threE^  between  the  two  Divi« 
siiHifl,  on  t^e  7th  and  the  iSth  of  February. 
]t  happened  Hkewise,  most  uiuKHtunateiy  for 
1^  Duke  of  Richmond,  that  while  he  thus 
attenq^tei  to  attack  Lord  SadcviH/eV  personal 
couragie,  hie  own  lay  under  very  ^neral  sus- 
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judon.     H«  h$d  brought  forward*-  onJiy .ft  jg^ - 
days  b^foiie,  in  the  House  of  Peers*  ib»  cme* 
of  an  American  Colonel  Hayneis^  exe^^t^d,.at 
Charlestown»   under  Liord  Rawdon's  autho* 
rity^  iiVth^^jcofiedfe^y  or 

assertioos -whush  :His'  Grfu^  psedjl  in  re^ng 
this  transactickQf  gave  such  o^me  torthe  I^p? 
blemsui  against  whomitikeiy  iimrft  leivjdledr.  that 
he  soon  afterwards  catted  tbe  JDvke  :tor  a 
severe  aceiMmt^  But,  as  he  dedincd  giving 
any  individual  satis&ction,  JbooL  i  Rawdoa 
compelled  him  to  declare,  in  £ia;plaoe^«  that 
by  his ,  accusation  **  he  had  not  urtendeiLsny 
^*  attack  on  Liord  Rawidon^s  justice  ohrfaimuu 
<<  nity*"  A  declaration  apparendy  latvari-* 
ance  with  his  preceding:  charge.  LiordSaek* 
villewas  restrained  by: the  exfaortatioiia 'and 
advice  of  .Lord  Annfherst,  from  oaliingion  the 
Marqms  of  Cajan^rthen  .to  ans^esr  to^  him 
personally,  fcsr  this  double  attack.  I  had  the 
honour  taknow  him  before,  as  well  asiaiter, 
he.  became  Duke,  ol^  Leeds*  Hewaa  a' Mb- 
bleman  highly .aecompliahed,  of  ^  the*.  mo9t 
jdeoamg  matinecd,  of  Tery  degapt  deportmiint, 
<^  a  lofty  mittd,  and.  of' considerable  t^tobts. 
But,  Ite  part  which  \^e  took  on  lhis'\>ccasion, 
did  iu^  QOnslijblte  the  ixk)si.c6knme]n&ll}l6^^k&t 
of  his  political  life  .  Posterity  will  fellcfi  Hy&ir 


c^iii<>n  Oft. .  it,  divested  of  prejudice.  His 
CMit^oipoiraries  saw.  it  merely  tfarm^b  the 
cyptics  of'  party,  tiie  most  deceptive  of  all 
BMsUums.  While  only  twenty*eight  Peers  sup- 
ported iiue  Motioa  on  both  oceasions,  neaily 
a  hundred  voted  against  it  on  the  final  De* 
bate*  These  aggregate  number^  appear  indeed 
small  to  us.i  but  n^e  must  recollect  the  limited 
extent  of  the  Peerage^  compared  with  the 
present  jimes.  It  was^neither  Lord  Bute,  nor 
Lord  North,  but  McHlt,  who  augmented 
the  members  of  that  .House,  if  not  with  a 
profuse,  yet  unquestionably  with  an  unspar* 
ing  handt  In  1782  there  were  only  one  hun« 
dred  and  eighty-seven  English  Peers.  -We 
have  now  above  three  hundred.  * 

'While  Lord  iSackviUe  was  personaibf  at- 
tached in  one  House  tff  Parliament,  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich  underwent  no  less  severe  an  en- 
qiury  into  his  ^^n/  conduct,  as  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty/  ita  ^e  House  of  Commons; 
Fox,  acting  as  his  accuser,  united  the  keen* 
est^^arcasms,  with  the  most  able  and  laborious 
investigation  of  the  Naval  Administration. 
He  was  supported  in  all  his  Charges,  by 
Mr.  Ktt,  by  Admiral  Kejppel,  and  by  Lord 
Howe.     Under  this  accuihulatioh  of  taleilt 
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»nd  of.  6kii|aenGe»  the  Minister  labored  htrd 
jko,  protect  his  Colleague:    but  the    Hcwtt 
b^gaai  to  maniibst  some  indications  of  reluc- 
ta^ce.    Animated  by  such  obvious  symptoms 
^  the  decline  of  the  influenee  vrkich  Ix«d 
North  had  exercised  during  90  many  jeairs  in 
ths^  Assembly^  the.  exposition  renewed  limis 
efforts.    And  if  they  did  not  overthrow,  th^y 
at  least  shook  taita  faase»  Ihe  Ministry.^    After 
two  Debates,  protracted  to  a  late  hoar,  in  the 
first  of  which^  the  Members  pres^it  fdl  Httle 
short  4^  four  bsndttd,  a  Majority  a£  only 
twm^4wo  appeared  on   the  side  ci  Admi* 
nidtration.     In  the  second  Debate,  oo.tiie 
20th  of  February,i  where  more  than  four  hxua^ 
deed  and  fifty  persons  actually,  voted^  a  sti!& 
smaller  Majority,  consisting  only  c£  nineteen, 
negatived  Fox's  proposition,  attributing  ^  gross 
*'  mismanagement'^  to  the  Nobleman  at  tbe 
Head   of  the  Admiralty.     Two  such  divi- 
$ions»  following  dose,  uptm  I/nrd  SackviUe's 
resignation,  afibrded  ample  triumph  to.  the 
Minority,  while  tbey  difiused  proportionate 
apprel^raston  among  the  adherents  of  Go- 
veriBBent.  i 


^  I  have; beard'  it  confidently  asserted  by 
persons  who  weneectoversant  in  the  seeret 
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Hi&tory  of  those  Times,  that  after  the  second 
Debate,  Lord  Sandwich  received  a  proposition, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  induce  him  to  give 
in  his  immediate  xesignation ;  <^ring  lum  as  a 
recompense  for  this  service  to  the  Crown  and 
to  Administration,  tiie  Order  of  the  Garter^ 
together  with  a  t^ension  of  four  thousand 
BoFundft  a. year  for  life*  Lord .  Sandwich 
rejected  the  proposal^  liiough  coming  firom 
Lord.  North  $  and  though  the  state  of  his  pri- 
vate. fiHtune  was  sucht^as  by  no  mettos  to 
place  Urn  above,  the  necessky  of  looking  to 
official  situation.  Sudi  are^ctiou  seematp 
prove  that  hevcntertained  the  most  sanguine, 
tbou^  the  most  fidladous/  esqpectations,.  of 
the  duration  ^  Ministry «  fo  less  ^thans^ 
.  weelffi.  afterwards,  I  saw  iiis  ftuniture  .canyix^ 
ofilfrom  the  Admiralty^  of  whicl^  Eep{>el,  just 
named  his  successor^  was  takings  possession. 

<  Every  day^  ironr  this  time  down  to  tbe 
120th  of  tiie  subsequisnt  Month,  when  Lord 
North  suddenly 'threw  up  the  Administratioh 
d£  affidrs,  was  matked  by  die  most;.iddheiit 
exertions  on  both  sides.  Incredible  eflforts 
were  made  to  procure  attendance  in  Parlia- 
ments The  Oppoasition,  concaous  that  not  a 
moment  shmild  be  lost,  gave  the  Ministcp^no 
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rejsipite*  Scarcely  forty-ei^t  faoursailer the 
last  Debate  on  Lord  Sandwich^  General  Con- 
way introduced  a  Motion  &>i  addressiz^  Hi& 
Majesty^  *^  to  renoimce  any  further  attempts 
"  to  reduce  America  by  force/*  Notwith-^ 
staoding  tiie  eloquence  of  the  new  Secretary 
of  State,  Mr.  Ellis,  who  on  tibis  occasion  dis« 
played  very  considerable  talents^  it  becM»e 
imfK^sible  to  induce  the  House  to  maintain 
the  contest.  Burke,  in  addition  to  all  the 
arguixient3  su^^sted  by  the  nature  cf  the 
subject^  and  the  exhausted  condition  of  Great 
Britain}  oppressed  the  recently  appointed 
Minister,  under  the  fladiesr  of  intoleraUe  wit,^ 
supported  by  the  keenest  iidicule.  Neter  on 
aiiy  occasion  was  he  more  happy  in  his  alhi- 
sions,  m  more  pointed. in  his  hrony^  .  After 
felicitating  Mr«  Ellis  on  succeeding  as  heir  ta 
the  noble  Viscount,  at  whose  feet  he  Imd  been 
brought  up,  and  whose  political  opinions  he 
ina^oitly  adopted )  Burke,  compared  him  to 
a.QaterpiUar,  who  haying  long  remained  in  a 
to^id  atatet  withji^  the  silken  folds  of  his  lucra^ 
tiy^  eo^pi^ymeiit  as  Treasurer  of  the  Navy, 
now.  blasting  bis  hgamentp,  fluttered  ,forth» 
the  i  Secretary  of  the  Hqui:*  Pursuing  thig^ 
comparison  witfe  ,i8c^HK»is^?Jd^)laii^ 
directsd  the  whole  force  of  his  powietful  mind« 
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in  impelling  his  audieiice;  no  longer  to  sup« 
port  a  hopeless,  ruinous,  and  nnavstfling  con- 
flict*     On  that   nighty  the  American  War 
may  indeed  be  said  to  have,  terniinated ;  the 
qiuesticm  beinig  carried  on  the  part  of  Govern^ 
n^e^t,  by  only  me  vote,  thdiigh  near  three 
hiindred  md  ninety  Members  divided^  Many 
of  those  vri^Q  supported  the  ^Minirter,  seemed 
not  less  rejoiceid  at  the  apparent  conclusion 
of  the  war,  than  the  persom  on  the  opposite 
side;   and  it  hab  been  supposed  that  Lord 
North  himself,  whose  dkmoUnation  to  prose-* 
CT&te  hostilities  beyond  the  Aiimiio^  was  well 
known^  ^d  Aot  really  regret^  though  he  was 
necessitated  to  oppose,. the  motion  of  General 
Ccmway.    Far  from  manifesting  any  intention 
of  laying  down  his  office  in  consequence  of  it^ 
hfi  performed  one.   of  the  most  impoirtant 
functions  of  J^irM  Minister,  only  three  days 
after waards,  by  optoing  the  Budget j  and  prot 
posing  a  Loan,  cm  the  25th  of  Febraaiy.    It  i^ 
true  that  he  postponed  the  task  of  stating  the 
T^xes  to  be  imposed }  but  he  did  not  the  ie»$ 
declare  his  determmation  to  continue  at  the 
head  of  His  Majesty's  Councils:  nor  cfid  those 
persons  who  were  Jdiost  in  his .  confidence! 
either  question  his  sinoenty^  or  doubt  his  reso- 
Itttioii, 
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^'  It  became,  indeed,  apparent  frora  this 
time,  that  though  a  Mtqonty  o£  ihe  House 
of  Commons  might  be  stfll  d^)osed  to  sup-^ 
port  the  Ministry,  they  were  altogether  weary 
of  continuing  that  contest  for  the  reduction 
of  America,  which  during  near  seven  years 
had  produced  only  an  accumuladcm  of  ex- 
pence  and  of  misfortune.  But,  on  the  other 
band,  the  Opposition  soon  discovert,  that 
4jie  mmpidsory  abandonment  of  the  Ameriem 
War,  and  the  resignation  of  Lord  Nortib,  ition* 
stituted  by  no  means,  as  they  had  flattered 
themselves,  things  synonimous,  or  insq[>^» 
able.  When  General  Conway,-  encoiirag^ 
by  the  event  of  his  late  Motion,  brought  the 
subject  again  before  the  House,  he.  in^ted 
out*numbered  the  Minister  on  the  Divimori, 
by  nineteen,  leaving  him  thus  in  a  Minorifji^. 
He  even  carried  without  difficulty,  an  Address 
to  the  Throne,  soliciting  His  Maje&ty  •*  to 
<^  stop^the  prosecution  of  further  offensive 
<<  war  against  the  Colonies/'  But,'the  Kiqg, 
though :  he.  returned  a  gracious  Answer^  did 
noi^  .the  less  make  a  vague  and  general;  R^ly 
to  ti>e  Address,  when  it  was  presented  to^him 
by  Uie  whole  House.  UnaUe  to  resist  the 
stream  while:  ^t  ran  in  thas  .directioif,  Lord 
North  no  longer  attempted  it;  andaUoWed 
II 
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the  OppHOsition,  who  on  the  subject  of -Ame* 
rica>  constitated  the  Majority,  Ui  declare 
<^  enemies  to  His  Majesty ^  and  to  their  conn- 
"  try,  all  those  who  should  advise,  or  attempt 
f<  to  prosecute  offensive  hostilities  against  the 
**  Americans."  Desirous  to  meet^  and  to 
anticipate  their  wishes,  upon  a  point  evi- 
dendy:  so  popular^  he  even  permitted  the 
Attorney^Greneral  to  bring  in  a  B91,  enabling 
the  Crown  to  conclude  a  Truce,  dp  a  Peace, 
with  the  Golonies.  Under  these  c^fed  cir- 
cumstances  the  month  of  Mardi  op^nedt 
wli^  the  minds  cf  all  ni^  were  attracted 
towwdte  the  termination  of  a  scene  so  interest- 
ing to  every  individual)  but,  the  issue  of 
which  it  was  as  yet  impossible  to  foresee, 
from  the  conduct  or  the  protestations  of  the 
Rrst  Minister. 

Marc*.]  Unable  to  effect  his  removal^  or  to 
provoke  his  voluntary  resignation,  by  any  cen- 
sures passed  on  the  conduct  of  the  American 
War^  or  by  any  interdictions  of  its  feture  pro- 
secution ;  the  Opposition  became  of  necessity 
compelled  to  bring  forward  a  personal  <^es- 
tion,  inculpating  Admihistratioh.  And  it 
m^t  be  allowed  that  in  conductmg  this 
measure,  they  proceeded  with  judicious^  as 
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weU  as,  with  cautious  steps.  A  retrograde 
movement,  or  an  unsuccessful  attempt,  they 
.were  well  aware,  would  at  once  undo  all  that 
h^d  hitherto  been  effected.  Lord  North,  who 
was  individually  beloved,  in  and  out  of  the  ^ 
House,  even  by  those  who  most  disapproved  or 
qpposed  many  of  his  measures ;  was  likewise 
steadily  supported  by  the  Sovereign :  while 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  no  prospect  of  any 
defection  or  change  had  hitherto  manifested  iU 
t^.  The  $es^on  moreover  advanced  rapidly ; 
and  if  Easter  arrived,  experience  had  proved 
|hat  a  full  attendance  could  not  be  obtained 
aft»  that  period  of  the  year,  except  with  tfie 
utmost  difficulty.  All  these  facts  having  beeti 
maturdy  considered  in  the  Meetings  which 
took  place  among  the  Opposition  Leaders, 
they  determined  to  try  the  temper  of  the 
House  of  CommonSj,  without  delay.  On  the 
8th  of  March,  Lord  John  Cavendish,  seconded 
by  Powis^  (then  Member  for  Northampton- 
shire, since  raised  by  Rtt,  to  the  Peerage,) 
introduced  various  Resolutions,  imputing  the 
inisfprtunes  of  the  war,  to  the  **want  ofibi'c- 
<«  s^ht  and  ability"  in  Minii^ers.  After  a 
very  long  Debate,  in  »a  crowded  Houscy  the 
Administration  not  venturing  directly  to  neg- 
ative the  Proposition,  yet  fouiidi  themselvefe 


iiyia^lc^  to  carry  the  Jtfptk)Q»  tboitgh  oQly.Sur 
th9,Q;Eider  of  the  Diay^  byia  ^^eeater/Majority^ 
tba«/^  ,It  might  .faavd>baeatmjpp9sj^tfaftb: 
a  G^v^^tn^nti  which,  rested  .bDiiK>f^eaaioii& 
a  Ba»i$»  was.  alro^dy  virtunllyiataBren^.  .Buty 
Lprd  Nort;h  g9^e,  the  best  indkattoii,  ks  ili :  w^ 
considered  of  his  oirn  intention  to  reoiaiqi^ 
Office  by  piropo$iQg,  only  three  days  .after- 
wards, the  )iew  Taxes  whicih .  he  moant  tot 
impose  ft>r  the  service  of  the  year.  The  iCon* 
tending  Parties,  therefore*  preparedufor  neif 
struggles }  a^d  froQa  eyery  psMiv  of  the  kii^^ 
dom»  as  w^U  as  iroQi. foreign  Courts*  atten^ 
dance  W9^  procured.  The  duration  of  the 
Ministry:  being  now  evidently  atissuei,  and 
probably .  about  to  be  decided  in: a  vpty  Aart 
time*  not  exceeding  three  weeks ;  *it  is;  diffi- 
cult to  convey  an  id^a  of  .the  anxiety,  which 
agitat^  the  Coui;t,  the  Capital*  and  the 
Country. 

The:  h^  .Debate  which  pareced^d  ILord 
North's  re»gpation*  took  plaQe.i«ii  i^  l5tfa 
of  M^chi  it  .beM9g  nftPYwi:  on -*bej  part:  of 
0]ffQ^itiorkitfi  ide^a)?j&* . Ijh«t . ^'  th^cHotfse.had 
f*  no  %th0][r  confidence  in  Ministeqs.!'  .They 
imagjj»«d  that;  if  thi^M.(4iaa  was  teamed*  no 
AdimiEii^tSrAftion  ^auld  vaitiire  to  c  in 
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Oflioe ;  or  that  if  they  shoidd  be  bold  eniiagb^ 
to  defy  the  indignation  of  Parliament,   tiie 
same  Majority  would  next  address  the  Crown 
fiir  tfaw  remoral..    There  then  tiemained  only 
one  step  more  to  Impeadmnent.     But,    to 
equally  balanced  were  the  contending  Pw- 
tie^  that  tiiough   four   hundred  and  si^tty- 
i&ree  Members  voted  on  the  Division,  scarcely 
any  ground  was  lost  or  gained  on  either  side. 
Government  stiU  remained  in  a  Majority  of 
ai0ie,   thus  losing  one    since  the   preceding 
Debate*    Yet^  even  that  single  Vote  being  in 
iavor  c^  the  Opposition,  seemed  to  indicate 
thalt   they  were   progressive  in   the   pul^c 
.  esteem*    Every  artifice  of  Paity  was  used  to 
encourage  their  friends,   and  to  tierrify,   or 
hold  out  to  popular  odium,  the  adherents  of 
Administration.     lists  were  publiidied,  ancl 
disseminated  throughout  the  kingdom,  con- 
taining the  names  of  the  Members  who  voted 
on  each  Question  \  those  voting  on  the  side 
1^  Government  being  printed  in  red  letters, 
whfle  the  namies  of  the  Minority  appeared  in 
black.    Uniteportant  or  contemptible  as  this 
circumatance  may  appear,  it  produced  never-^ 
thetess  a  powerful  effect  on  weak,  or  timid 
kidividuals  ^  and  bore  scmie  faintresemblance 
to  tfa^e  proceedings  of  the  memorable  Parlia- 


Jioi^iit  which  iKiei  i0  1^40,  under  ^Oharles^  the 

Mx%t.  .  >    '  '       ■  ]      .  r     J:      :  ■• 

Lard  North  appeared  likewise  to  i^t€^i:8dn 

^strdog  apprehensions  respecting  tbe^^  comse* 

qtiences»  which  might  ultimately  result^to  die 

King,  if  not  to  himself,  from  tiie  struggle; hi 

whidh  Ministers  were  engaged*    It  was  g^« 

nerally believed^  that  he  had  staitedthese  fews 

to  His  Majesty  with  so  much  ear&ffltnesi^'  «id 

had  so  warmly  depictured  the  painfiil  situatimi 

in  which  the  Sovereign  might  ht  pemmally 

involved,  if  his  Cabinet  should  be  taken  by 

Sjtorm;  as  to  have  obtained  the  permission  of 

negotiating,    and   even   of  surrendering  on 

terms.    Some  of  his  expr€fssions  in  the  Debate 

of  the  15th  of  March,  which  intimated  his 

Tidiness  or    disposition    to  witiidraw  from 

Oi^^e,)  and  not  to  form  any  imp^dim^it,  if  a 

Coalition  could  be  formed  fc»r  carrying  on  the 

pubtic  service;,  seemed  to  justify  the  betiei^ 

that  he  was  authorized  to  nmke  sudi  pro- 

positipBs..  Theywere^howeirer^.treatesil  i^h 

afied:ed  ridicule  ^  or  scom^'  by  fai&  i>ppoft^nts, 

as  only  calculated  for  purposes,  of :  dekisiony 

in  order  to  weaken  or  distract  itheii^elSfoits. 

Far  fiHimi  listening  to  any  overti$:ei^-c^  accom- 

jDiodatioUt  instant  notice  vm  ^givisto  ^  after  the 
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Division  of  rme,  thatai  MbtioA  similar  in  it^ 
import,  would  be  made  on  the  subsequent 
Wednesday^  being  the  20th  of  March. 

-  Never  weire  .moments  more  precious,  or 
Biare' critical.. .  It  beibg  t^ell  known  that  the 
Hoiit^e  of  Commotis  would,  according  to 
r$!guiar/usage»  ad|oum  on  the  28th  of  March, 
for  /ta[i  or  eleven  days,  till  after  .the  £ast^ 
Hidi^days,  wJiich  in  that  year  happened. to  fall 
flatly;  LordNorth  consequently  might  calcu* 
Idtetdlffiost  the  number  of  hours  that  he  had 
to  hold  out  again^st  his  assailants :  for,  no 
sanguine  expectation  of  successfully  renewing 
iheir  attack  upon  Ministry,  after  the  Recess^ 
could  be  entertained  by  the  Opposition.  Every 
thing  therefore,  iit  was  evident,  must  neces*- 
wurily  be  wound  up  within  a.  wieek  or  two,  and 
Chdv^iunent  made  the  strangest  demons 
stklations:  of  abiding  the  issixe.  Between. the 
461ih/and  the  iipth  of  the  Month,  in  every 
Department,  positive  assurances  were  giveh^ 
thiat  no  compromise  or  resignation  was  in- 
^tended.  Robdnsoa .  protested  the  same  thing 
4bo  me,<  at  his  house  in  St.  JameS'Vsquaraw 
Ijord  North  himsed^  whatever  fluctuations  iof 
«uadhe  ir^ht  iutemaUy  undei^o^ipcrsbiudly 
ireiterated  those « declaration^  to  .his  nearest 
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political  connexions.  No  man  on  either  side 
of  the  House,  doubted  the  firmness  of  the 
Sovereign,  or  suspected  him  of  abandoning 
his  Ministers  from  personal  timidity.  Each 
Party  "therefore  prepared  to  try  their  force* 
and  both  expressed  themselves  confident  of 
success.  I  can  assert,  however,  from  the  best 
authority,  that  if  the  contest  had  been  main^ 
tained,  it  would,  according  to  every  proba- 
bility, have  terminated  in  favor  of  Adminis-^ 
tration.  Robinson,  then  Secretary,  of  the 
Treasury,  and  who  knew  better  than  any 
man,  the  Secret  of  affairs,  has  many  times 
assured  me,  that  Government  would  have  in- 
fallibly divided  from  fourteen  to  twenty  Ma- 
jority, on  the  day  when  Lprd  North  resigned; 
Robinson  having  received  the  written  assur- 
ances of  attendance  and  support,  from  many 
Members  who  were  absent  on  the  Question 
of  the  15th.  Even  various  q{  the  country 
gentlemen  who  had  hitherto  voted  with  Oppo- 
sition, hesitated,  or  refused  to  push  the  con- 
test  to  the  utmost  extremity.  They  had  put 
an  end  to  the  American  War,  which  they 
reprobated;-  and  they  wished  for  a  change  of 
men,  as  well  as  of  measures,  and  of  system  : 
but  they  wished  it  with  moderation,  and  were 
averse  to  using  the  last  expedients  which  the 
YOU  Ih  J. 


146  HI8T0EICAL  i^7^^^ 

British  CoKistitutioii  admits,  lest  the  Coiisti- 
tutioAy  or  the  State  itself»  should  suffer  in  the 
shock* 

:^oth  March.]  On  the  other  hand,  I  know 
firom  authentic  channels  of  information,  that 
Lord  North,  during  the  last  four  months  oi  his 
eontuduance  in  Office,  repeatedly  tendered  his 
resignation  to  the  King;  which  His  Majesty  as 
often  declined,  accompanying  his  refusal  with 
the  most  gracious  and  encouraging  expres* 
sions.  On  Tuesday,  ike  19th  of  M^rch»  the 
First  Minister,  apprehensive  of  the  event  of 
the  Dehate  which  was  fixed  for  the  ensuing 
day  in  the  House  of  Commons,  wrote  to  the 
I^ing  in  the  most  ded^ed  terms,  resigning  hi^ 
employment;  and  His  Majesty  being  dowii 
s^t  Windsor,  Lord  North  dispatched  a  Mesn 
lenger  with  the  letter*  When  it  arrived,  tile 
l^iqg  was  going  out  to  hunt::  having  perused 
its  contents,  for  which,  he  was  probably  not 
unprepared,  he  calmly  put  it  in  his  pockets 
made  no  observation,  and  mounted  his  horse^. 
]3ut  he  had  not  proceeded,  more  than  a  few. 
paces,  when  a  Page  came  running  after  him> 
to  say  that  Lford  North's  Messenger  had 
received  orders  to  bring  back  aBepIy.  "Tell 
''  him,^'  said  the  King,  <<  that  I  shaU  be  i^ 
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«<  town  to-morrow  morning,  and  wiil  tfioen 
^*  give  Lord  North  an  answer/'  Two  Noble- 
men were  with  him  at  the  time,  one  of  whom 
was  tiie  late  Duke  of  Dorset :  the  other.  Lord 
Hinchinlnook,  (afterwards  Earl  of  Ssnd^wich,) 
related  to  me  these  particulars.  Turning 
immediately  to  diem,  -r^  <<  Lord  North,*^  ob** 
served  His  Majesty^  <*  has  sent  me  in  his 
<<  resignation;  but  I  shaJOi  not  accept  it.''  If» 
however,  the  King  was  apprized  of  Lord 
North's  intention  or  determinaAzon  to  rea^n, 
it  was  ^by  no  mesns  known  in  London ;  and 
on  die  morning  of  the  very  day,  I  betieye  that 
few  individuals  of  either  Party,  entertained  a 
doubt  of  tibie  continuance  of  die  straggle.^  Stili 
less  did  any  person  conceive,  that  the  First 
Minister  would  spontaneously  lay  down  his 
Office^  without  giving  notice  to  his  friends^ 
and  contrary  to  his  own  recent  professions 
fie  went  soon:  after  one  o^clodc^  to  the  Trea* 
sory^  from  whence  he  was  to  vepair  to  St. 
Jameses,  where  the  King,  as  usual,  had  a 
Levee.  Bobinson  tdd  me,  that  previous  U 
his  quittii^  the  Treasury,  they  hdd  a  loi^ 
conversatioH  t€getiier;$  in  the  course  of  whiidi^ 
he  shewed  Lord  North  on  paper,  the  names 
4if  those  Members  vriio  had  promised  to  sup** 
{Kort  him  on  the  ensuing  Qtiestion,   to  th^ 

1  a 
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number  of  nine,  ten,  or  eleven,  at  least ;  not 
one  of  whom  had  been  present  in  the  preced- 
ing Division.  And  he  did  not,  himself,  enter- 
tain the  slightest  suspicion  of  the  First  Mi- 
nister's resignation,  from  whom  he  received 
the  most  satis&ctory  assurances  of  his  in* 
tentibn,  in  every  case,  to  abide  the  issue  of 
the  1  approaching  Debate.  '  After  standing 
together  at  the  fire  in  the  Board-room,  till 
Lord  North's  carriage  drew  up,  theyparted^ 
about  ten  minutes  after  two  o'clock;  the 
Minister  driving  strait  to  St.  James's,  while 
the  Secretary,  after  dispatching  a  variety 
of  oflScial  business,  repaired  soon  after  four 
o'clock,  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

It  is  probable  that  the  conversation  which 
took  place  between"  the  King  and  Lord  North, 
on  .that  occasion,  was  never  minutely  reported 
by  either,  to  any  third  person :  but  we  may 
safely  assume  that  His  Majesty  endeavoured 
to  prevail  on  his  Minister  not  to  abandon  him, 
Aobinson  professed  himself  ignorant  of  all 
the.I particulars ;  though -he  entertained  no 
doiibt  that  Lord  North,  whether  from  weari? 
ness^and.  disgust,  or  apprehension  of  the  conse^- 
quences  fthat  might  accrue  to  his  Sovereign,  ta 
himself,  and  to  the  Country,  had  made  up  his^ 
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mind  as  he  drove  to  St.  James's,  to  state  at  once 
to  the  King,  the  determination  that  he  had  irrp- 
voeably  embraced,  of  layii^g  down  immediately 
his  Power  J  a, resolution  which  he  ha,d  notified 
under  his  hand,  on  the  preceding  day.  It  is 
certain  that  the  interview  between  them  was 
long ;  lasting  above  an  hour  and  a  half,  with- 
out any  witness  present  j  at  the  end  of  which 
time  the  Minister  withdrew,  in  order  to  attend 
the  House  J  of  Commons.  I  liave  rarely  wit^ 
nessed  so  full  an  attendance,  at  so  early  an 
hour,  as  on  that  day  ^  not  less  than  four  .hun- 
dred Members  having  taken  their  seats  before 
five  o'clock}  botJb. Parties  appearing  impatient 
to  proceed  to  business.  The  only  delay,  arose 
from  the  absence  of  the  First  Minister  ;  and 
he  being  every  instant  expected  to  arrive  from 
St.  James's,  all  eyes  were  directed  towards  tho 
door,  each  time  that  it  opened.  The  Members 
on  both  Sides,  who^  it  was  generally  expected, 
would  speak  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  De- 
bate, were  well  known ;  and  as  the  ground  of 
controversy  had  been  so  oflen  gone  over,  a3 
well  as  on  account  of  many  invalids  who  at- 
tended, and  who  were  unable  to  remain  long, 
it  was  thouhgt  that  the  Question  would  be 
brought  on  before  midnight. 
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At  length  Lord  North  entering  in  a  Hiff 
dressed  suit,  his  Riband  over  his  Coat,  pro^ 
ieeeded  up  the  House,  amidst  an  incessant  cry 
of  "  Order,  and  Places."  As  sorti  as  he  had 
reached  the  Treasury  Bench,  he  rose  and 
attempted  to  address  the  Chair;  but  Lord 
Surrey,  who  had  given  notice  of*^  a  motion  for 
^at  day,  being  consequently  in  possession  of 
the  right  to  speak  first,  and  having  likewise 
risen»  a  clamour  began  from  all  quarters,  of 
the  most  violent  description.  It  lasted  for 
some  moments,  in  defiance  of  every  efibrt 
made  by  the  Speaker  to  enforce  sflence;  'till 
in  consequence  of  the  earnestness  with  which 
the  Minister  besought  a  hearing,  and  some 
expressions  relative  to  the  importance  of  the 
communication  that  he  had  to  make,  which 
pervaded  the  tumult,  the  Members  opposite 
allowed  him  the  precedence.  He  then  stated, 
after  a  short  preface,  that  *•  his  object  was 
"to  save  the  time  and  trouble  of  the  House, 
*^  by  informing  them  that  the  Administration 
«•  was  virtually  at  an  end  ;  that  His  Majesty 
«  had  determined  to  change  his  confidential 
**  servants;  and  that  he  should  propose  an 
**  Adjournment,  in  order  to  allow  time  for  the 
•<  new  Ministerial  Arrangements  which  must 
**  take  place.**     It  is  not  easy  to  describe  the 


xtS^O  memoirs*  1 51 

€f£fect  -whit^h  this  declaration  produced  in  a 
popular  assembly^  scarcely  an  individual  of 
which  did  not  bear  it  with  lively  sentiments  of 
exultation,  of  of  concern,  both  of  which  were 
heightened  by  surprize.  No  painter,  could 
have  done  justice  to  the  expression  depictured 
in  ma^y  countenances.  The  Opposition» 
without  niu6b  difficulty  consented  to  the 
pr6posed  Adjoumiiient ;  a»d  the  Members, 
actuated  by  veiy  opposite  emotions^  soon  dis^ 
persed  in  $ii  directions,  to  carry  the  intelli^ 
gence  throu^  the  capital.  Not,  however, 
tin  Burke,  assuming  the  part  of  a  Moderator, 
had  endeavoured  to  temper  and  restrain  the 
vociferous  joy  of  his  friends,  on  so  sudden 
Mt^  unexpected  an  ^venft.  But  scarcely  could 
he  obtain  a  heairing,  amidst  the  impatience  of 
men,  who  for  the  first  tiAie  beheld  before  their 
eyes,  the  promised  land.  Courtney,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  pronounced  a  Pane- 
gyric, or  mote  properly,  an  Encomium  on  the 
personal  virtues  and  amiable  qualities  of  the 
Fmt  Minister,  which  he  did  n6t  suspend,  on 
account  of  the  violent  indications  of  dissatis- 
faction exhibited  &om  the  Opposition  Benches. 
A  more  interesting  scene  had  not  been  acted 
within  the  walls  of  the  House  of  Go)aimons, 
since  FebruAry,  1743,  when  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
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pole  retired  from  powen  Nor  did  that  First 
'Minister  by  any  means  display  in  the  last  mo* 
ments  of  his  political  life,  the  equanimity, 
suavity/  and  dignity  manifested  by^  his  sue* 
cessOT.  Lord  North  ordered  his  Coach  to 
remain  at  the  House  of  Commons  in  waiting, 
on  that  evening.  In  consequence  of  so  unex* 
pected  an  event  as  his  resignation,  and. the 
House  breaking  up  at  such  an  early  hour,  the 
housekeeper's  room  became  crowded  to  the 
greatest  de^ee  j  few  persons  having  directed 
their  carriages  to  be  ready  before  midnight. 
In  the  midst  of  this  confusion.  Lord  North's 
.  Coach  drove  up  to  the  door ;  and  as  he  pre- 
pared to  get  into  it,  he  said,  turning  to  those 
persons  near  him,  with  that  unalterable  equa^ 
nimity  and  good  temper  which  never  forsook 
him,  "  Goodnight,  Gentlemen,  you  see  wh»f 
"  it  is  to  be  in  the  secret/* 

However  extraordinary  and  unexpected 
Lord  North's  resignation  appeared  at  the  mo- 
ment when  it  took  place ;  and  however  cer- 
tain I  esteem  it,  that  he  would  have  carried 
the  question,  on  the  evening  when  he  laid 
down  his  office,  by  a  larger  Majority  than  had 
supported  him  on  the  preceding  Debate  of  the 
15th ;  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  he  could 
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assigHv^ot  only  to  himself,  but  to  his  Sove- 
reign, and  to  the  country  at  large,  many 
cogent,  if  not  unagswerable  reasons,  for  retir- 
ing from  Power,  The  nation,  he  well  knew, 
was  universally  weary  of  a  war,  tht  misfor- 
tunes that  l^d  attended  which,  though  per- 
haps justly  imputable  to  many  other  causes  or 
persons,  were  attributed  principally  to  his 
errors  or  mismanagement.  He  beheld  himself 
now  engaged  in  hostilities,  direct  or  indrrect, 
with  half  Europe,  in  addition  to  America. 
Ireland,  availing  itself  of  our  embarrassments, 
loudly  demanded  commercial  and  political 
emancipation.  On  every  side,  the  Empire 
appeared  to  be  crumbling  into  ruin.  Minorca* 
long  invested,  had  already  surrendered,  rafter 
a  defence  protracted  to  the  last  extremity. 
Gibraltar  was  closely  besieged.  In  the  East 
Indies,  our  difficulties,  financial,  as  well  as 
military,  threatened  the  total  subversioa  ot 
our  wide  extended  authority  in  that  quarter 
of  the  Globe  J  where  Hyder  Ally,  though 
expelled  by  Sir  Eyre:  Coote,  from  the  vicinity 
of  Madras,  still  maintained  himself  in  tiue 
Centre  of  the  Carnatic.  If  the  First  Minister 
looked  to  the  West  Indies,  the  prospect 
appeared  still  more  big  with  alarm.  St.  Chris- 
topher's, attacked  by  the  Marquis  de  Badill6, 
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might  be  houriy  expected  to  surrender  ;  and 
he  had  already  re-captured  St.Ettstatius,  either 
by  surprize,  or  by  corrupting  the  officer  who 
commanded  the  garrison*  Of  all  the  chain 
of  Carribbee  Islands  which  had  belonged 
to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  War^  only  Antigua  and 
Barbadoes  remained.  Such  waa  our  maritime 
inferiority^  that  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  whose  abi<- 
lities  had  been  vigorously  exerted,  at  the  head 
of  the  Fleet,  to  defend  St.Christophe]^'9y  found 
himself  unable  to  hazard  «i  engagement  with 
.De  Grasse.  Rodney  had  indeed  sailed  frooi^ 
England,  with  a  considerable  reinforcementi 
in  the  month  of  January,  to  joiti  the  British 
Admiral  at  Barbadoes.  But  Lord  North 
eould  not  foresee,  n^t  did  his  most  saiBgidine 
adherents  venture  to  predict,  the  splendid 
^ctory  which  Rodney  obtained  over  De 
Grafise,  scareely  more  than  three  weeks  aft^er 
the  resignation  of  the  Mittister. 

Far  frcan  anticipatihg  any  such  etent,  the 
Most  alarmini^  apprehensions  were  entertained 
relative  to  the  safety  of  Jamaica  itself.  If  the 
condnned  Fleets  of  France  and  Spain, in  the 
-West  Indies,  after  the  redaction  (j£  St.Chris- 
topliei^V,  should  effect  a  junction,  they  would 


hwe  ^cedded  Sfty  sail  of  the  line ;  while 
Eodne/s  whole  force  scarceiy  atttotinted  tb 
more  than  thirty.    Aikt  it  w^  very  doubtful 
whether  such  a  junction  eould  be  preveirted. 
The  lOfld  of  Jamirica  would  complete  the  ttiea- 
lure  of  the  national  calamitiesf,  by  involving 
ou^  commerce  and   our  finfances  in  almost 
total  ruin.     Under  such  an  accumulation  of 
defeat  and  of  disaster,  the  vengeance  of  the 
eoufitiy  might  demand  some  victim ;  and  the 
leaders  of  Opposition,  though  neither  sangui- 
nary  nor  vindictive  in  their  disposition,  might 
be  compelled  t03deM  to  the  torrent  of  popular 
indignation.    Fox,  as  well  as  Burke  and  fiartif , 
had  in  fact  many  times  alluded  to  the  Axe  and 
the  Block,  amongst  the  opprobrious  Epithets 
that  they  lavished  on  the  Ministerial  errors ; 
and  such  menaces  might  be  realized  in  a  mo- 
ment  of  national  depression  or  violence.    The 
Crown  might  be  even  unable  to  extend  pro* 
teetion  to  its  servants ;  and  the  sceues  of  the 
year  1641,  might  be  renewed  under  the  reign 
of  George  the  Third.     That  this  picture  is 
not  exaggerated,,  the  history  c^  the  period 
which  I  am  writing,  sufficiently  provfeiJ ;  and 
however  exempt  from  personal  pusiSatihnrty 
or  apprehension  we  may  suppose  Lord  North 
to  have  been,  it  was  impossible  that  he  co^ld 


156  HISTOWCAL  [1782^ 

avert  his  view  from  these  considerations,  or  not 
allow  them  their  due  weight  over  his  mind* 
Though  it  seems  to  be  indisputable,  that  his 
final  resolution  to  resign,  was  at  last  somewhat 
suddenly  embraced,  yet  tiie  motives  which  led 
to  it,  had  unquestionably  long  existed,  and 
may  fully  explain,  as  well  as  justify,  Jm 
conduct. 

The  King,  thus  abandoned  by  his  Minister, 
as  he  had  repeatedly  been  deserted  at. earlier 
periods  of  his  reign,  by  other  Ministers,  chose 
that  evil  which  he  esteemed  to  be  the  least  in 
his  situation.  Well  acquainted  with  the  dis^ 
cordant  materials  of  which  the  Oj^osition 
was  composed,  he  sent  to  Lord  Shelburne,  to 
signify  a  desire  of  conferring  with  him,  on  the 
formation  of  a  new  Administration ;  and  when 
that  Nobleman  attended  His  Majesty  for  the 
purpose,  the  King  proposed  to  him  to  accept 
the  place  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  But, 
Lord  Shelburne,  however  disposed  from  incli- 
nation, to  comply  with  an  offer  so  flattering  to 
his  ambition,  felt  too  deeply  conscious  of  his 
inability  to  maintain  himself  in  Power,  inde- 
pendant  of  the  Rockingham  party,  to  venture 
on  its  acceptance.  Having  stated  therefore, 
the  necessity  under  w^hich  he  lay  of  declining 
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so  gratifying  a  distinction,  at  least  for  the  pre^ 
sent;  he  urged  the  over-ruling  drcumstances 
tiiat  left  no  alternative  to.  the  Crown,  except 
pladiig  the  Marquis  df  Rockingham  at  the 
head  of  the  Ministry.  Sensible  that  he  must 
submit  to  the  measure,  however  painful,  the 
King  therefore,  (hi  the  subsequent  day,  desired 
Lord  Rockingham's  attendance.  At  the  Au- 
dience which  took  place,  His  Majesty  con- 
sented to  the  conditions  on  which  the  Mar- 
quis insisted,  before  he  would  agree  to  accept 
oflSce ;  only  attempting  to  stipulate  as  a  Pre- 
liminary, that  two  of  his  actual  Ministers, 
namdy,  the  Chancellor  and  Lord  Stormont, 
should  be  continued  under  the  new  Admi- 
nistration.  He  could  not  however  obtain 
mich  terms;  nor  was  it  without  great  repugn* 
nance,  and  after  considerable  difficulty,  that 
even  Lord  Thurlow  was  admitted. to  fetatn 
his  situation.  A  decided  negative  was  put  dm 
the  other  Nobleman,  whom  it  was :  determined 
by  the  Rockingham.  Party,  at  all  events  to 
exclude  from  any. place  in  the  Cabinet. ..    :. 

The  Leaders  of  .that  powerftd  body  weife 
neverdieless :  far  from  having  surmounted  nU 
the  impediments  to  their  acquisition;  <rf  Office; 
and  they  soon  discovered  that  the  expulsion 
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of  Lwd  Kortb,  thougii  xt.in%ht  qieo  to  them 
the  do0i  of  the  Cabinet^  by  tlo  aieana  secured 
the  durability  of  their  Adduttistration.  Frooi 
the  first  moment  that  th&  nc^  competitais  ibr 
Power  ap{)eared  at  St.  Jame&^8»  inextlnguigb^ 
able  jealousies  arose^  9^  raiitual  distrust  in^ 
nifested  itself  on  every  occasiaD-  Wi£ti  dS^ 
culty  could  they  be  prevented  from  immci- 
diately  proceeding  to  aa  jOpen  inipture } .  bsjA 
the  external  appeamnces  of  political  unions 
srhii^  had  beai  preserved  during  sevair^l 
years  of  parliamentary  Opposition,  dissolved 
as  socm^as  they  came  to  divide  the  ministeitiiil 
(directs  of  plunder,  or  to  dispute  for  ptefeit 
aiice  in  the  royal  favor.  The  Marqui»  of 
Rockingham,  conscious  that  though  he  might 
cfitensibly  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  new 
Administration,  yet  the  King  regarded  hhn 
$xid  his  adherents  Mrith  sentiments  of  alt^> 
ation;  while  he  considered  .Lord  Sbelborae 
'%ith  regard,  and  treated  him  with  confidence; 
took  umbrage  at  the  distinction.  In  this 
aituation  of  afl&irs,  before  the  formatioii  of 
the  new  Cabinet,  an  incident  which  displayed 
tibe  siq>erior  interest  that  Lord  8heU>itrne  pos- 
sessed at  Courts  nearly  terminated  ait  once 
th^^cmqwct  by  which  Lord  Norfih  had  been 


expelled,    aud    comequenUy   mvolvtd   the 
whole  £mbrio  Ministry  in  tata]  confasicm» 

Scarcdy  could  the  Minisby  be  said  iadfiodi 
irith  ^ofltiety^  as  yet  to  have  any  real  e^ist* 
ence ;  for  though  Mr.  Fqx  and  Lord  Shelhume 
had  been  named  Secretaries  of  State;  and 
though  Lord  Camden  had  accepted  the  PresL 
denoy  of  the  Council,  while  the  Difke  of 
Grafhm  was  made  Privy  Seal;  yet  neither  ^e 
new  Boards  of  Treasury  nor  of  Admiralty 
were  constituted.  Lord  John  Cavehdish  aktne 
had  been  sworn  in,  as  the  new  Chancellor  of 
theExcl^quer ;  but  the  Marquis  of  Rookingr 
hgm^  ai^  Admiral  Kej^eU  who  were  destined 
to  preside  at  the  two  Boards,  were  not  as  yet 
regularly  appointed.  The  post  of  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Forces,  as  well  as  the  Master 
General  of  the  Ordnance,  both  which  hadcom-r 
monly  or  frequently  been  Cabinet  offices,  stilli 
remained  vacant.  No  individual  had  been  pro* 
posed  to  be  raiaed  to  the  Peerage ;  when  Lord 
Shelburne  availing  himself  of  the  facility  which 
he  enjoyed  oi*  access  to  the  Sovereign,  induced 
His  Majesty  to  confer  the  dignity  of  a  Baron, 
oa  ins  firiend  and  adherent,  Duiming.  The 
business  itself,  which  neith^  the  King,  nw 
Lord  3helburne^  communicated  to  the  Marquii 
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of  Rockingham ;  was  managed  with  such  dex-^ 
terity,  as  well  as  silence  and  dispatch,  that, 
the  first  intimation  received  of  it,  even  by  the 
persons  about  the  Court,  arose  from  Dun- 
nihg^s  kissing  the  King's  hand  at  the  Levee, 
on  his  Creation.  But,  no  sooner  had  the  in- 
telligence become  known,  than  it  produced 
the  most  violent  fermentation  and  resentment 
among  all  the  Rockingham  Party.  Consider- 
ing their  Chief  as  equally  overreached  "and 
insulted  by  the  proceeding,  since  it  was  evi- 
dent that  Lord  Shelbume  could  efiect  for  his 
followers,  objects  of  the  highest  importance,' 
which  proved  to  the  'Public  his  superior  and 
exclusive  Ascendancy  at  St.  James's;  they*  de- 
termined on  exacting  immediate  reparation. 

Under  this  impression,  several  of  the  lead- 
ing persons,  among  whbm  were  Fox,  Burke, 
and  George  Byng,  having  repaired  to  Lord 
Rockingham's  house  in  Grosvenor-square,  a 
sort  of  tumultuary  consultation  was  there  held 
on  the  occasion.  They  unanimously  agreed 
that  .the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  would  be 
sit  once  dishonoured  in  the  Cabinet,  and  dis* 
graced  in  the  public  estimation ;  if  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  so  much  his  inferior  in  c^cial 
rank,  could  thus,  without  his  knowledge  or 
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participation^  dispose  of  the  highest  dignitie$ 
to  his  own  adherents.  It  was  maintained  that 
the  reparation  ought  to  be  no  less  public^ 
than  the  affi'ont ;  and  that  in  order  to  wipe 
it  away,  soni^  individual  must  be  without 
deky  raised  to  the  Peerage,  at  Lord  Rock^ 
ingham's  personal  recommendatiofiw  This 
resolution  being  adopted,  it  was  next  debated 
whom  to  ehoose  firf  the  hoAdr.  The  selecticto 
M  on  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  kte  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons ;  not  indeed,  from 
inclinationy  but  from  necessity ;  no  othei? 
person  aj^earing  so  pr<^er  to  be  created  b 
Peer  at  the  same  time  with  Dunning,  asSiif 
Fietehet ;  they  being,  both;  Lawyers  of  ^rfeSfi 
emiiiient^iei  in  their  profession.  Members  c^  the! 
House  of  Commons,  and  rival  Candidate!^  for 
Pofwer  or  Office. 

On  the  following  d^,  Thursday,  the  aSlfr 
of  MOarch>  the  new  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
repaired  therefore  to  StJkmes's.  Havitig' 
obtained  an  audience  of  the  King,  Hfe  repre^- 
sfented  ike  impossibility  of  hijj  continuing  at 
tJie  head*  of  the  intended  Administration, 
after  the  elevation  of  Mr.  Dunning'  to  a' 
Peerage,  on-  Lord  Shelburne's  recommend-^ 
atictoi  unless  His  Majesty  should  be  graciously 
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pleased  to  confer  the  same  mark   of  royal 
favor  on  one  of  his  own  friends.     After  some 
hesitation,    the    King,    apprehensive  of  the 
consequences,  to  himself  and  to  the  public 
tranquillity,  if  Lord  Rockingham  and  his  fol- 
lowers should  suddenly  resign,  as  they  me- 
naced ;  and  aware  that  Lord  Shelburne  could 
not  support  himself  alone ;  signified  hi§  assent 
to  the  proposition  :  adding,    that  the  person 
named.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  might  kiss  his 
hand  at  the  first  Levee,     But,  the  Marquis 
peremptorily  insisted  on   that  ceremony  im- 
mediately taking  place  on  the  same  day.   In 
vain  the  King  stated  the  singularity  and  im- 
propriety of  such  an  act,  contrary  to  all  the 
usages  of  established  Court  Etiquette,  inas- 
much as  no  individual  ever  was  known  to  be 
presented  at  the  Queen's  Drawing  Room,  by 
whatever  Title,  till  he  had  previously  been 
received   under    that   denomination,    at  the 
Levee*    Lord  Rockingham  signified  in  Reply, 
respectfully,  but  tenaciously,  that  every  Form 
must. give  way  on  the  present  occasion ;  and 
he  exacted  compliance*      Sir  Fletcher  being 
brought  forward,  actually  kissed  His  Majesty's 
hand  on  his  Creation  as  a  Baron,  by  the  title 
qf  Lord  Grantley,    the  same   day,    in  the 
Drawing  Room,  to  the  no  small  astonishment 
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of  the  oldest  Courtiers  ;  and  hardly  less  so  of 
the  newly  created  Peer  himself,  who  having 
been  apprized  of  this  extraordinary  Elevation, 
attended  for  the  purpose  at  St.  James's,  on  the 
previous  notice  of  only  a  few  hours.  No 
instance  of  such  a  breach  of  established  usa^e 
has  occurred,  either  before  or  since,  in  the 
course  of  the  present  Reign. 

April.]  This  subject  of  contest  being  thus 
regulated,  and  the  Rockingham  Party  tri- 
umphant, .the  niew  Administration  was  at 
length  formed,  though  of  very  heterogeneous 
materials.  Instead  of  nine  individuals  who 
constituted  Lord  North's  Cabinet,' efewn  were 
now  admitted ;  the  third  Secretaryship  of 
State,  namely  that  for  the  Colonies,  lately 
occupied  by  Lord  Sackville,  being  extin- 
guished. General  Conway,  as  the  recom- 
petise  of  his  late  distinguished  -  services  in 
Parliament,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
Army.  The  separation  of  the  Office  of  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  from  that  of  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  made  way  for  Lord  John 
Cavendish's  entrance  into  the  Cabinet ;  and 
the  introduction  of  the  Master  General  of  the 
Ordnance,  who  had  not  been  admitted  under 
Lord  North,  brought  in  the  Duke  of  Rieh- 
M  2 
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mond :  while»  in  order  to  (^pose  some  little 
balance  to  the  preponderating  acicendancy  of 
the  Marquises  fiiends,  Lord  Ashbuirtoi]^  con- 
tra;ry  to  general  usage  or  pirecedent,  wa3 
admitted  to  a  Seat,  in  quality  of  Chancellor 
(^  thiB  Duchy  of  Lanca^er. 

The  other  great  objects  of  ambition,  or 
acquisition,  were  shared  with  tolerable  equa- 
lijby,  among  the  friends  of  the  two  principal 
Leaders.  The  Eai*!  of  Carlisle  was  replaced^ 
aa  Loi^d  Lieu^naoit  of  Iceland,  by  theDuke 
o£P<9ti»Dd.  Eigby,  who  during  near  fowteett 
y,0E(f  s  had  ei^;oyed  the  prodigious  emolumirata 
0^  the  P«,yOiRce,  without  any  Colleague^  re- 
IjuiiiqiiishecjL  tbat  enviable  and  lucrative  Posti 
tp  9urke«  Welbore  Ellis,  fallen  in  an^  it^taot 
from  his^double  el^vi^on  of  Secretary  of  State^ 
ai^ij  Treqwrcr;  of  the  Navy,  made  way  fpr. 
Barre  in  the  latter  employment :  wip^e  Jen* 
iyinpou,  "Sfs^.  succeeded,  as  Secretary  afc  W«Vv 
l|y  Jflt.  Thftmiis  Towmpend,  Kenyon  became. 
Attspm^y  (fr^Qral,  We  were  Colleagues  fer 
tla^  !3orough  pf  I{in4on  in  thati  Parliao^nt* 
|i^  possessed  a  de^p  and  reecmdite  kAowJied^e; 
ofthpXaw^,  tile  result  of  sevece  appUoatiOo;. 
apd  was  suppoBeid  to  be  qoomUted'  by  theCbup- 
ceUpr>  pp.  ajl  cafes  that  arose  pf  legal  4i®ci||jg{., 
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Little  conversant  with  the  maMiefs  of  polite 
Kfe,  Keny^on  retained,  even  when  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  to  which  high 
^gnity  he  afterwards  rose,  all  the  original 
coarse  homeliheas  of  his  early  habits.  Irascible 
in  his  temper,  destitute  of  all  refinement^  par* 
ftimonious  even  in  a  degree  approaching  to 
avarice;  he  nevertheless  more  than  balanced 
these  depots  of  depOTtment  and  charnt^r,  by 
strict  morality,  probity,  and  integrity.  As  a 
Membt^  of  the  House  of  Commons^  Whenever 
he  «poke,  though  he  wanted  grace,  he  could  not 
be  reproached  with  any  deficiency  in  the  essen* 
tiial  qualities  of  perspicuity^  energy,  and  com- 
mand of  language.  General  Burgoyiie,  whose 
exchange  had  at  length  been  effected  ^ahist 
Laurens,  the  late  President  of  the  American 
Congress ;  thus  liberated  from  the  inabilities 
which  his  surrender  at  Saratoga  had  inflicted 
on  him,  was  sent  to  replace  Sir  John  Itwin,  as 
Commander  in  Chief  in  Ireland. 

The  Duke  of  Bolton,  as  a  return  foi*  the  ser- 
vice which  he  had  rendered  in  the  SeSsioii  of 
iySii  by  arraigning  in  the  tlouse  of  Peers,  the 
eonduct  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  was 
made  Governor  of  the  Me  <rf*  Wight.  During; 
his  elder  brother'^  liib,  when  Lord  Ha^  t'ow- 
443 
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lett,  he  had  served  in  the  Royal  Navy,  where^ 
however,  he  had  acquired  no  laurels ;  and 
he  was  commonly  supposed  to  be  the  "  Cap- 
"  tain  Whiffle"  described  by  Smollett,  in  his 
"  Roderick  Random."  Sheridan  received 
the  appointment  of  one  of  the  Under  Secre- 
taries of  State  in  Fox's  Office ;  who  having 
t^ken  for  himself  the^^dflr«  Department,  left 
the  home  Secretaryship  to  Lord  Shelburne ;  a 
partition  by  no  means  gratefiil  to  the  latter. 
Of  all  the  ostensible  Candidates  for  employ- 
ment,  whose  birth  and  talents  seemed  to  call 
him  forward  to  the  service  of  the  State,  and 
whose  eloquence  in  Parliament,  had  eminently 
conduced  to  the  triumjA  obtained  over  the 
late  Administration,  Mr.  Pitt  alone  remained 
without  post  or  situation.  Not  that  the  new 
Ministers  manifested  either  insensibility  to  his 
merits,  or  indifference  to  securing  such  abi- 
lities in  their  immediate  support.  On  the 
contrary,  as  the  best  proof  of  their  consider- 
ation,  they  offered  him  the  place  of  a  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  in  the  formation  of  the  Board 
about  to  be  constituted*  But,  in  making  him 
this  proposition,  they  appeared  to  have  ill. 
appreciated  his  character,  and  least  of  all  to 
have  imderstood  the  extent,  as  well  as  the 
depth,  of  his  ambition.  Pitt  steadily  reject^ 
every  solicitation,  preferring  to  remain  for  the 
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present,  without  QflSce.  Whether  thirrefusal 
originated  in  his  consciousness  of  possessing 
talents,  which,  from  their  pre-eminence,  ena- 
bled him  at  once  to  seize  a  Cabinet  pkee^ 
without  pasi^ing,  like  other  men,  through  any 
inferior  gradations  of  political  life ;  or  whether 
it  rather  proceeded  from  that  superior  intel- 
ligence and  discernment,  which,  even  at  so 
early  a  period  of  youth,  shewed  him  that  a 
Ministry  imbued  with  such  discordant  prin- 
ciples, and  odious  to  the  Sovereign,  could 
not  possibly  prove  of  long  duration,  it  may 
be  difficult  to  determine  with  certainty.  Pro- 
bably, both  these  sentiments  concurred  in  re- 
gulating  this  judicious  line  of  action. 

8th  April.]  Never  was  a  more  total  change 
of  Costume  beheld,  than  the  House  of  Commons 
presented  to  the  eye,  when  that  assembly  met 
for  the  dispatch  of  business,  after  the  Easter 
Recess.  The  Treasury  Bench,  as  well  as  the 
Places  behind  it,  had  been  for  so  many  years 
occupied  by  Lord  North  and  his  friends,  tteit 
it  became  difficult  to  recognize  them  again  in 
their  new  Seats,  dispersed  over  the  Opposition 
Benches,  in  great  coats,  frocks,  and  boots. 
Mr.  Ellis  himself  appeared  for  the  first  time 
in  his  life,  in  an.  undress.    To  conteipplate 
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tke  MioisteiB  their  suq6e980i«j  enierg^  fgorn 
their  obficure  lo^gi^^,  or  irom  Brookes'^, 
lining  thrown  off  tb^ir  blue  and  bujST  uni* 
foriHi3 ;  now  oniiuneated  with  the  appendagM 
q{  (iriessi  or  returning  from  Court,  decorated 
witb  swords^  lace,  and  hair  powder ;  excited 
still  more  astonishment  Ev&i  some  degree  of 
ridicule  attached  to  this  extraordinary  and 
sudden  Metamorphosis,  which  afforded  subject 
for  conversation,  no  less  than  Saod  for  mirth. 
It  happened  that  just  at  the  time  when  the 
change  pf  Administration  took  place,  Lord 
Nugent's  house  in  Great  George- street  having 
\feen  broken  open,  was  robbed  of  a  vari^y  of 
articles  ;  among  others,  of  a  number  of  pairs  of 
laced  ruffles.  He  caused  the  particulars  of  the 
effects  stolen,  to  be  advertized  in  some  c^the 
daily  Newspapers,  where  they  were  miinutely 
specified  with  great  precision.  Coming  down 
to  the  Hpuse  of  Comnums  immediately  after 
th^  B^c^H,  a  Gentleman  who  accidentally  sat 
next  to  him,  asked  his  Lordship»  if  he  had 
yet  mHide  any  discovery  of  the  articles  recently 
lo6t  ?  "  I  ean't  wy  that  J  have,'*  answered  he, 
'«  but  I  shrewdly  suspect  that  I  hs^ve  seen 
V  eome  of  my  laeed  ruffles,  on  the  hands  of 
<<  the  Ge^ntlemen  who  now  occupy  the  Treat 
^  ^UiiyBepch/*     Thi?  Reply,   the  effect  of 
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which  wfi8  infinitely  wcreBsed  by  tlie  poresence 
of  Fo^  and  Burke  in  their  Court  dresses^  ob-^ 
tained  i^eneml  circubtion,  and  oecaakmed  oa 
little  kughter* 

Even  the  Drawix^  Room  at  St.  James's,  un- 
derwent considerable  Alteration  in  its  appear- 
ance, jas  well  as  the  House  of  Commons,  in  con* 
syei^uence  of  the  pdjtical  Revolution  which  had 
driven  the  late  Ministers  from  Power.  The 
'Soixl  of  Hertford,  one.  of  the  <<^tient,  most 
"  domestic  ornaments"  of  the  Courts  who  had 
held  the  White  Wand  (^Chamberkiu  for  more 
than  fifteen  years,  and  whose  presence  in  the 
Circle  seemed  ahnost  essential  to  its  very  exists 
enee ;  of  course  disappeared*  The  Duke  of 
Manchester  succeeded  hi^n.  JU>rd  Effingham* 
whose  name,  since  the  Riots  of  June,  1780^ 
had  scarcely  been  pron^ounced  on  the  theatre 
of  public  life,  became  Treasurer  of  the  House- 
bold,  in  the  place  of  Lord  Salisbury.  No  indi- 
vidual, dismissed  in  consequence  of  the  change 
of  Administration,  was  more  personally  re* 
gretted  by  the  King,  than  Ix>xd  Bateman^  who 
had  held  diuring  many  years,  the  Po^  of  Mas- 
ter of  the  Buck  Hpunds*  The  frankness  and 
gaiety  of  his  disposition^  rendered  his  society 
peculiarly  agreeable  to  the  Sovereign.    Loxd 
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Bateman's  descent  on  the  maternal  side,  was 
very  illustrious;  his  mother  having t)een  Grand 
Daughter  to  John,  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
and  sister  to  the  second  Duke  of  that  name. 
By  hii§  paternal  ancestors,  he  inherited  only 
civic  honors,  his  grandfather  Sir  James  Bate- 
man  being  knighted  when  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  under  George  the  First.  At  near 
seventy  years  of  age,  Lord  Bateman  preserved 
all  the  activity  of  youth,  accompanied  by  an 
elasticity  of  mind  and  character  which  never 
forsook  him.  He  might  have  been  reinstated 
in  the  employment  of  Master  of  the  Budc 
Hounds,  under  succeeding  Administrations : 
but  he  preferred  the  enjoyment  of  personal 
liberty,  and  passed  the  last  years  of  his  life 
principally  at  his  seat  of  Shobden,  in  the 
County  of  Hereford.  His  understanding  was 
good,  but  he  loved  pleasure  of  every  descrip- 
tion, more  than  business;  and  he  possessed  that 
mediocrity  of  talents,  which  never  inspiring 
awe,  forms  the  best  recommendation  to  royal 
favour^  Curiosity  was  so  strongly  excited  to 
see  the  new  Ministers,  and  to  remark  the  de- 
meanor of  persons,  who  during  many  years  had 
rarely  stood  in  the  presence  of  the  Sovereign, 
or  frequented  St.  James's ;  that  numerous  indi- 
viduaJs  attended  the  Levee  audthe  Drawings 
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room^irom  no  other,  motive.  Those  who  had 
^ways  speculated  on  the  i^ort  duration  of  the 
present  Administration,  derived  additional 
proc^  in.  favor  of  their  opinion,  from  the  very 
looks  a^d  reciprocal  deportment  of  the  prin- 
cipal personages.  Every  attention  shewn  by. 
the  King  to  Lord  Shelbume,  excited  the  in- 
stant jealousy  of  tiie  Rockingham  Party,  and 
hastened.their  final  (Reparation.  Time  alone, 
indeed,  was  necessary  for  making  the  political 
arrangements,  indispensable  before  the  former 
NoUaoiah  could  venture  to  throw  off  his  sub- 
jection to  his  Colleagues,  and  to  set  up  for  him- 
self, as  First  Minister. 

April.]  Previous  to  Lord  North's  reag- 
nation  of  power,. Mr.  Fox  had  more  than  once 
insinuated  or  maintained  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  if  he  were  Minister,  he  pos- 
sessed the  means,  of  making  a  separate  Treaty 
with  the  Dutch,  and  of  detaching  them  from 
France.  His  friends  did  not  even  scruple  to' 
assert,,  that  **  he  had  a  Peace  with  Holland  in 
<<  his  pocket;"  and  these  expressions,  uttered 
in  a  period,  of  misfortune  and  despondency, 
could  not  fail  of  producing  a  tbrcible  impres- 
sion oa  the  sanguine,  as  well  as  on  the  credu- 
lous, part  of  society.  One  of  his  first  attempts. 
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as  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  JUbbn^ 
became  in  fiict  directed  to  ihe  ^ttaiameiit  <lf 
so  salutary  and  important  an  object.  In  order 
to  effect  it,  be  tbought  proper  to  addreBor  a 
letter  to  the  Russian  Minister  then  residing  at 
the  Court  of  London,  making  through  hain» 
the  offer  of  an  immediate  suspensk^n  of  hosti- 
lities between  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  as 
a  step  preparatory  to  negotiation.  This  pro- 
posal was  afterwards  warmly  reiterated  and 
seconded,  by  the  Embassadors  of  Catherine 
the  Second  at  the  Hague.  But»  instead  of 
tiie  nation  deriving  any  benefit  from  fbx's 
hasty  overture,  it  was  received  by  the  States 
General  with  coldness,  and  treated  with  con^^ 
tempt;  they  wisely  preferring  to  negotiate 
in  conoert  with  France  and  Spain,  whenever 
ist^lan  for  general  Pacification  should  be  set  on 
£30t.  Baffled  in  this  experiment,  the  Cabinet 
next  made  propositions  at  the  Court  of  Ver- 
sailles, &t  an  accommodation,  and  even  sent 
MnThomas  Grenviile  toFaris,fdr  the  purpose: 
while  Admiral  Digfoy  and  Sir  Guy  Csurieton 
were  dispatched  to  America^  with  instructidm 
to  of&r  an  immediate  acknowledgment  of  the 
indep^dahce  of  the  thirteen  Colonies.  The 
Cos^pcess,  however,  as  if  animated  by  the  same 
sj^irit  with  the  putch,  refiised  to  receive  any 
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M€ft9ei]^er,  or  evea  to  gtaxit  a  passport  to  the 
peitson  dqptitod  by  the  British  CcHnmisdioi^erS) 
fo^  comwencing  a  negotiation.  It  seemed 
impossSde  for  l^e  new  Minsters  to  begin  their 
ftg^iga  dqylcmiatic  labors  under  more  unpro- 
Qi»ing  AnspiceS)  after  having  held  oiit  to  the 
country  such  delusive  expectations. 

They  found  h  much  easier  to  induce  tfa^ 
House  o£  Coilimons  to^  listen  to  theij*  Propo«- 
sitions,  thaai  to<  peisuade  or  to  conciliate  at^y 
of  tfte  bdlligereiKt  Powers.  No  oppo^on 
inAatsoever  was*  experienced  from  Lord  N(Hl;hi 
wbo^  thou^  at  the  head  of  a  routed  Party, 
yek:i3emained  thenommal  chief  of  a  numerals 
body  of  men*^  He  attendied  in  his  place,  ^tiA 
wif^  if  he  hod  beed  so  disposed,  have  greatiy 
io^edftd^  if  liot  wfadly  prevented;  many  of  tiie 
measures^  of  the  new  Go^t^enmient.  3\i%  flup 
firom  throwing  any  obstaclel  in  their  way,  he 
aUqwedthemwitiiout molestation  toicomptete^ 
their  pro^eds^  of  Reform^  in  eveiy  dk^ction* 
^i&ai  opened^  the  System  of  domestic  Ke^ 
trenchment^  by  bringing^  in  anew  his  famous 
Ml  for  the  Reduction  of  liie  civil  List,  so^ 
oftehi  prQfM>sed,  and  so  often  rejected,  op 
^ded,  in  preceding  Sessk)^;  But  ^*quan«> 
'*  turn  mutatus  ab  illo  Htectol^e  ?■     Itistead  o£ 
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two  hundred  thousand  Pounds  a^year,  which 
by  a  species  of  political  Arithmetic,'  he  had 
calculated  in  1779,  would  annihilate. ministe*' 
rial  influence  in  the  House  of  Commons,  com- 
mensurate  to  fifly  Members  or  Votes  in  Par* 
liament ;  be  now  proposed  only  about  a  third 
part  of  that  annual  sum  for  the  scope  of  .his 
reduction.     Many  retrenchments  that  had  ap-"" 
peared  to  be  indispensable,  while  he  was  in  Op- 
position, were  abandoned  when  he  spoke  from 
the  Treasury  Bench.    Some  abuses  owed  their 
prospective  toleration  to  the  personal  respect 
that,  he  said,  he  felt  for  the  Individuals  who 
presided  over  the  office  or  department.  Others 
were  perpetuated  from  deference  to  prejudice, 
or  popular  predilection.  The  Ordnance  might 
be  safely  trusted  to  the  Duke  of .  Richmbnd's 
vigilant  frugality.     Lord  Ashburton  extended 
his  protection  to  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 
The  Mint  was  left   untouched;    and   even 
some  of  the  white  Wands,  as  contributing  to 
the  splendor  of  the  Court,  obtained  grace.- 
Yet,  thus  mutilated,  and  hardly  recognizable, 
both  Burke,  and  Powis,  who  seconded  the  mo^ 
tion  for  an  Address  of  Thanks  to'the  King,  on 
his  Message  relative  to  this  subject,  melted  into 
Tears,  at  the  prospect  of  their  approachingTri- 
umph  over  CoUrt  Profusion  and  Gdrrnption. 
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Tl¥6  BUls,  one  for  the  prevention  of  Con- 
tractors  sitting  in  Parliament ;  the  oth^,  for 
excluding  Officers  of  the  Excise  and  Customs 
from  voting  at  Elections;  were  likewise  passed 
with  little  difficulty  or  delay,  through  the  lower 
House,  where  the  Administration  carried  all 
before  th^oa.  But,  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
they  experienced  from  the  Chancellor,  as  well 
as  from  Lords  Mansfield  and  Loughborough, 
the  most  decided  Opposition^  These  Pillars 
of  the  Law,  far  from  yielding  to  the  temper 
of  the  Times,  endeavoured,  though  ineffectu- 
ally, to  stem  its.  force.  Thurlow  in  particular^ 
even  while  holding  in  his  hand  the  great  Seal 
of  England,  and  in  his  own  person  a  Member 
of  the  Cabinet,  yet  expressed  with  that  gloomy 
ind^ation  which  characterized  his  style  of 
speaking,  the  disaf^robation  that  he  felt  at 
such  inroads  on  the  majesty  of  the  Crown»>  as 
well  as  on  tlie  franchises  of  the  Subject*  Un* 
awed  by  the  appearance  of  Fox  and  Burke^ 
who»  in  order  to  impress  him  with  respect,  at 
well  as  to  display  the  interest  that  th^  tokik  m 
the  success  of  these  Measures,  usually  1^ 
peared  in  the  House  of  Peers,  on  the  steps  of 
the  Throne,  while  the  Bills  were  agitatir^ ; 
Lord  Thurlow  animadverted  on  them  with  the 
utmost  severity,  and  divided  in  the^MinQnlyy 


im  all  the  most  obnoxioin  clauses.  But  the 
atreaiBy  which  ran  with  too  madi  violence^ 
saccessfuHj  to  oppose  its  current,  soon  se^ 
aired  for  each  of  th^  Bifls,  the  concuvrence 
q€  the  Sovereign. 

It  cannot  be  disjputed  by  the  greatest  ene^^ 
ndes  of  Reiovm,  that  Tstrious  of  the  offieeSTi  of 
ncninal^  empteymmitsy  suppresded  by  Surke't^ 
IBdlf  were  becoMe*  obsolete,  destitute  of  any 
Heai  fimctiDn^^  and  void  of  apparent  istihty; 
Nor  wiii  it  be  deniec^  that  thie  annual  aggre^ 
gate  sua  which  the  measure  saved  to  tb« 
country,  though  now  teduced  from  twa  huii^ 
dred  thousand  Fdiead&,  to  about  seventy  tiioi^ 
aand  Pomidsi  a^y^ar,  }'et  still  formed  a  consft* 
deraibte'  object  o^  national  economy.  Bat,  on 
iSt^  other  hand^  the  e&tinctien  of  so  many^ 
places;  dimmed  the  Crown  of  fiiait  spetiies^^ 
mi^sty,  prodtsioed  by  the  operation  of  time, 
and'  <Hlie  hour  of  ages;''  advantages  wMcIf 
ao  maar  kner#  better  h^w  to  appreciate  and 
tOEV^mrate,  a^  well  as*  ta  celebrate  aiid  bus«^^ 
tnn,  than  Husk^  himsett;  We'  beheld  him; 
warc^ten  yeais  aftei'ward^,  stand  fdrwsird 
tbr  dWtenfiined'  dbaonpioti  of  mbnarcfaical  in^ 
stittiticABs^^  aii4  l^e  zealous  opposer  o^  alhbost 
«¥esgp  kind' <fl0  innovation.    We;  md.^  likeWito .' 
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remark,  that  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the 
office  of  Third  Secretary  of  State,  both  which 
his  Bill  aboliiriied,  have  been  since  revived, 
from  a  conviction  of  their  respective  neces<« 
sity  or  advantages.    Even  the  "  Great  War- 
"  drobe,**  the  "Treasurer  of  the  Chamber/' 
the    "  Jewd  Office/*   the    "  Clerks  of  the 
^  Board  of  Gfeen  doth/'  wd  some  other 
appointments,  which  may  appear  to  be  mo&t 
exceptionable  or  umiecessaryj  yet,  as  carry- 
ing us  back  in  imagination  to  the  reigns  of 
the  Tudors,  by  whom  they  were  instituted, 
diffiised.  over  the  Throne  itself,    a  Gothic 
grandeur,  calculated  to  protect  and  to  per* 
petuate  the  sanctity  of  the  monarchical  office* 
These  adventitious  aids  will  not  be  despised 
by  those  who  deeply  consider  the  nature  of 
man,  and  of  all  human  institutions.     Other 
consequences  of  an  injurious  description,  not 
foreseen  at  the  time,  or  from  which  the  au- 
thor of  the  Bill  chose  to  avert  his  view,  have 
flowed  from  the  measure.  In  Burke's  eagerness 
to  diminish  the  supposed  overgrown  influence 
of  the  Crown,  arising  from  the  distribution 
of  offices  among  the  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  a  greater  injury  has  been  pro- 
bably sustained  by  the  British  Constitution. 
The  Minister,  deprived  of  the  means  of  [ure- 
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curing  parliamentary  attendance  and  support, 
by  conferring  places  on  his  adherents,  has  in 
many  instances  been  compelled  to  substitute 
a  far  higher  remuneration ;  namely,  Peerages. 
A  review  of  Mr.  Pitt's  Administration,  will 
form  the  strongest  illustration  of  this  remark. 
I  know  indeed,  from  the  best  authority,  that 
Burke  liimself  lived  to  adopt  the  opinion,  and 
like  other  reformers  or  innovators,  found  rea- 
son to  lament  the  effects  of  his  own  Bill.  Being 
at  Bath,  in  a  declining  state  of  health,  not  long 
before  his  decease,  the  conversation  turned  on 
the  great  augmentation  made  by  Mr.  Pitt  to 
the  numbers  of  the  House  of  Lords,  during 
the  preceding  thirteen  years.  "  I  fear,"  said 
Burke,  "  that  I  am  partly  accountable  for  so 
**  disproportionate  an  increase  of  Honours, 
"  by  having  deprived  the  Crown  and  the 
**  Minister  of  so  many  other  sources  of  re- 
*«  compence  or  re^^rd,  which  were  extin- 
<*  guished  by  my  Bill  of  Reform."  Mr.  Pitt 
iiad  in  fact  little  left  him  to  bestow,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  croud  of  claimants,  except 
dignities ;  and  he  was  not  parsimonious  in 
their  distribution.  The  two  Bills,  excluding 
Contractors  from  sitting  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  depriving  Custom-Chouse  of 
Excise  Officers,  of  the  right  of  voting  at  elee- 
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tions  for  Members  of  Parfisiment}  though 
liable,  respectively,  to  some  objections  j  and 
though  both  were  stron^y  reprohate(l  at  the 
time,  by  the  greatest  legal  characters  in  the 
House  of  Peers;  yet  appear  to  have  obtained, 
and  still  to  retaiq,  the  geneiral  approbation  of 
the  country* 

'  Manypersons  of  high  rank  nsluct^mtly  disi^>- 
peared  fr(Hn  about  the  King's  person  and  Court, 
in  consequence  of  Burke'$  Bill  of  Reform.  The 
Earl  o{  Darlington  quitted  the  Jewel  Office  j 
and  Lord  Pelham,  the  Great  Wardrobe ;  the 
first  of  which  Offices  owed  its  institution  to 
Elizabeth :  while  the  latter  remounted  to  the 
times  of  the  Plantagenets.  The  £arl  of 
Essex  laid  down  the  Stag  Hounds ;  as.  did 
Ldrd  Denbigh,  the  Harriers :  while  the  dis- 
asters of  Saratoga  and  of  York  Town  w;ere 
thus  felt  by  rebound,  through  ev&y  avenue 
of  St  James's.  Gibbon,  who  liad  sat  at  ,th« 
Board  of  Trade  since  17799.  being  dismissed 
from  his  official  attendance  in  Whitehall,  found 
himself  more  at  leisure  to  continue  that  great 
hist<Hical  work  which  he  ultimately  compleated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  and 
which  will  perpetuate  his  naine.  to,  distajit 
Jiges*  George  Selwyn  lost  a  lucrativa  appoint^ 
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ment  under  the  Board  of  Works ;  and  though 
possessed  of  an  affluent  fmtune,  together 
with  ^  Borough,  yet  as  he  loved  money,  no 
man  who  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  reduc* 
tion  of  the  Civil  List,  retained  a  deeper  re* 
s6ntment  towards  the  party  who  had  abridged 
his  enjoyments,  and  diminished  his  income. 
I  knew  him  with  some  degree  of  intimacy, 
having  sat  as  his  Colleague  in  Parliament, 
during  more  thau  six  years,  for  Ludgershall, 
from  1784  to  1790.  He  resided  in  Cleve- 
land llow,  in  the  house  rendered  memorable 
by  the  quarrel  whieh  took  place  between  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  and  Lord  Townsend,  under 
the  reign  of  George  the  First;  when  the  first 
Minister  and  the  Secretary  of  State  seized 
each  Other  by  the  throat :  a  scene  which  Qay 
is  supposed  to  have  pourtrayed  in  *^The 
"  Beggar's  Opera,**  under  the  characters  of 
Peachum  tod  Loekitt.  Selwyn  was  a  Member 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  life ;  and.  down  to  the  year  1780,  he 
constantly  represented  Glocester,  near  which 
city  he  had  a  seitt,  at  Matson.  He  told  me,  that 
during  the  memorable  siege  of  docester,  un<> 
dertaki^n  by  Charles  the  First  in  1643,  Charles, 
ftince  of  Wales,  and  James,  Duke  of  York, 
who  both  in  turn  ascended  the  Undone,  but» 


who  were  then  boys,  r^nained  at  Matson. 
And  he  added,  that  James  the  ^ecood^  after 
fie  cmne  to  the  Grown,  used  frequently  to 
mention  the  drcum^t^^nce  to  his  Gmndfath^ 
when  he  went  to  Court;  observing,  ^*My 
**  brother  and  I  were  generally  shut  up  in  9. 
**  Chamber  on  th^  second  Floor  at  Matalon, 
"  during  the  day  j  where  you  will  find  that 
** .  ire  have  left  the  marjcs  4>f  our  confinement, 
^  inscribed  with  cnfx  knives,  on  th^  ledges  of 
**  all  the  windows/* 

Selwyn  possessed  infinite  wit.  He  had  in- 
dieed  succeeded  to  Philip,  Earl  of  Chester- 
field's Reputatiol^  for  Bon  Mots,  most  of  which 
that  tteii  attained  to  any  celebrity,  were  9tr 
tributed  to  him*  Their  eflfect,  when  felling 
from  his  lips,  becfune  ^e^Jdy  augmented  by 
the  listless  and  drowsy  manner  in  which  he  ut- 
tered th^a ;  for  hp  always  seemed  ha}f  asleep : 
yet  t^  promptitude  (rfhis  replies^  W4ssi|rprii&- 
ing.  The  Jate  Duk«  of  iQu^e»sherry^  who  Jived 
In  the  most  intimate  friendship  with  him,  told 
me  tfcat  Selwyp  w^as  present  at  a  public  dinper 
wi|J!i  the  Mayor  9ii4  Cc»poratipn  pf  Glocest^r^ 
in  the  y«v  1758,  wh^n  the  intellige»pe  arrived 
uf  our  e?|)teditio]ii  haying  fiailed  before  Boch- 
fort.  Tb^  Mayw  twrniug  to  Selwyn,  «*  You, 
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"  Sir,'^  said  he,  "who  are  iu  the  ministerial 
'^  secrets,  can  no  doubt  inform  us  of  the  cause 
"  of  this  misfortune  ?**    Selwyn,  though  ut- 
terly ignorant  on  the  subject,  yet  unable  to 
resist  the  occasion  of  amusing  himself  at  the 
enquirer's  exjpence,  *«  I  will  tell  you  in  ctoir- 
"  fidence  the  reason,  Mr.  Mayor,"  answered 
he;    "the  fact  is,  that  the  scaling  ladderis 
^*  prepared  for  the  occasion,  were  found  on 
"  trial    to  be  too    short/'      This   solution, 
\  which  suggested  itself  to  him  at  the  moment, 
was  considered  by  the  Mayor  to  be  perfectly 
explanatory  of  the  failure,  and  as  such,  he 
communicated  it  to  all  his  friends  ;  not  being 
aware,  though  Selwyn  was,  that  Rochfort  lies 
on  the  river  Charante,  some  leagues  from  the 
sea-shore,    and   that  our  troops  had  never 
even  effected  a  landing  oh  the  French  coast* 

But  it  was  not  so  much  as  a  man  of  wit 
that  1  cultivated  his  society.  He  was  likewise 
thoroughly  versed  in  our  History,  and  master 
of  many  curious,  as  well  as  secret  Anecdotes^ 
relative  to  the  Houses  of  Stuart  and  of  Bruns- 
wic.  As  he  had  an  aversion  to  all  long 
Debates  in  Parliament,  during  which  he  fre- 
quently fell  asleep;  we  used  to  withdraw  some*- 
times  to  one  of  the  Committee  rooms^  up 


sti^irs,  where  his  coi^vjei^sjitian  was  oftea  very 
infitfuctive*  Talking  to  him  of  the  ideatb  an^ 
execution  of  Charles  the  First,  he:ass^red  mf; 
that  the  Duchess  of  Portsmouth  always  as* 
serted,  as  having  been  communicated  to  her 
by  Charles  the  Second,  that  his  father  was  not 
beheaded  either  by  Colonel  Pride,  or  Colonel 
Joyce  i  though  one  of  the  two  is  commonly 
considered  to  have  performed  that  act.  Th^ 
Dudiess  maintained  that  the  man's  name  was 
pregory  Brandon*  He  wore  a  black  crape 
streched  over  his  face,  and  had  no  sooner  taken 
off  the  King's  head,  than  he  was  put  into  a  boat 
at  Whitehall  Stairs,  together  with  the  Block, 
the  blade  cloth  that  covered  it,  the  Axe,  and 
every  article  stained  with  the  blood.  Being  con* 
veyed  to  the  Tower,  all  the  implements  ^sed  in 
the  decapitation,  were .  immediately  reduced 
to  ashes.  A  purse  containing  a  hundred  broad 
pieces  of  gold  was  delivered  to  him,  after  which 
recompence  he  received  his  dismission.  Bran- 
don survived  the  transaction  many  years,  but 
divulged  it  a  short  time  before  he  expired. 
This  accqqnt,  as  coming  from  the  Duchess  of 
Portsmouth,  challenges  great  respect. 

From   his  own  Father,  who  had  acted  a 
£Qnspicuous  part  during  Sir  Robert  Walpole's 
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Administration,  Selwyn  knew  many  of  the  se- 
cret Springs  of  Aflkirs,  under  George  the  Rrst 
and  Second.  He  toW  me  tliat  the  former  df 
those  Kings,  when  he  came  over  here  from  Han* 
over  in  1714,  understanding  very  imperfectly 
the  English  language,  found,  him^df  so  weary 
while  assisting  at  the  Service  in  the  Chape! 
Royal,  that  he  frequently  entered  into  con*- 
versation  in  French  or  Qermai,  with  the  per- 
sons behind  him.  Among  the  few  indivi- 
duals who  had  retained  under  the  new  Reign, 
the  Places  that  they  held  or  occupied  about 
Queen  Anne,  was  Dr.  Younger,  Dean  of  Salis- 
bury. Anticipating  the  change  of  Sovereigns, 
he  had  applied  with  such  success  to  render 
himself  Master  of  the  German  Language,  that 
he  was  continued  in  the  oflSce  of  Clerk  of  the 
Closet,  which  gave  him  great  access  to  the 
King,  behind  whose  chair  he  usually  stood  at 
Chapel.  With  Younger,  His  Majesty  often 
talked  during  the  Service;  a  circumstance, 
which  as  being  indecorous,  naturally  excited 
much  offence.  Lord  Townsend,  then  one  of 
the  Secretaries  of  State,  animated  by  a  sense  of 
loyal  affection,  ventured  to  acquaint  him  diat 
his  deportment  at  Chapel,  gave  cause  of  regret, 
mingled  with  animadversion,  to  m^yof  his 
most  attached  Subjects ;  beseeching  faim  at  tbe 
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same  Time  particularljto  abstain  from  cobvers^ 
ing  with  Dr.  Younger.    Far  from  resenting  the 
freedom.  His  Majesty  promised  amendment  $ 
and  Lord  Townsend    strongly  enjoined  the 
Clerk  of  the  Closet  to  observe  in  future  the 
most  deccM-ous  Behaviour  on  his  part.  Finding 
however  that  they  resumed  or  continued  the 
same  practice,  Lord  Townshend  sent  Young^ 
a  positivie  carder,   as  Secretary  of  State,  dA- 
recting  him,   without  presuming  to  present 
Mmself  s^ain  in  the  royal  presence,  to  repair 
immediately  to  his  Deanery.    Dr.  Younger, 
conceiving  the  injunction  to  proceed  from  the 
King,  obeyed  without  remonstrance  or  delay; 
and  the  Secretary  waiting  on  His  Majesty,  in- 
formed him  that  the  Dean  had  received  a  kick 
from  a  horse  which  fractured  his  skull,   of 
which  accident  he  was  dead.      George  the 
First  expressed  the  deepest  concern  at  his  loss, 
and  never  entertained  the  most  remote  idea 
of  the  deception  which  had  been  practised  on 
him.    Several  years  afterwards,  before  which 
time  Lord  Townshend  had  quitted  his  em- 
ployment,   fbe  King  going  down  to  review 
some  regiments  tjiat  were  encamped  on  SaUs- 
bury  Hain,  the  B»hop  and  Chapter  of  that 
city  had  the  honour  to  be  presented  to  him; 
and  to  kiss  his  hand.    But,  when  Younger  ap^ 
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proaclied  for  the  purpose,  His  Majesty,  ov^- 
come  with  amazement  at  beholding  again  a 
man  whom  he  had  long  considered  as  no  noorei 
could  scarcdy  restrain  has  emotions. ,  As  soon 
however  as  circumstances .  permitted,  he  sent 
for  the  Dean  into  his  presence,  and  a  mutual 
explanation  took  place.  Conscious  of  the  jcec* 
titude  and  propriety  of  the  motives  which  had 
actuated  Lord  Townsend  in  his  conduct,  hie 
never  expressed  any  sentiment  of  anger  ;^  but 
contented  himself  with  promising  Younger  to 
confer  on  him  a  Mitre,  as  soon  as  an  occasion 
should  present  itself*:  an  assurance  which  he 
would  have  probably  realizec^  if  the  Dean  had 
not  shortly  afterwards  been  carried  off  by 
death. 

Selwyn's  nervous  irritability,  and  anxious 
curiosity  to  observe  the  effect  of  dissolution 
on  men,  exposed  him  to  much  ridicule,  not  un- 
accompanied with  censure.  He  was  accused 
of  attending  all  executions ;  and  sometimes, 
in  order  to  elude  notice,  in  a  female  Dress. 
I  have  been,  assured  that  in  1756,  he  went 
over  to  Paris,  expressly  fi>r  the  purpose  of 
witnessing  the  last  moments  of  Damien,  who 
expired  under  the  most  acute  torture,  for  hav- 
ing attempted  the  life  of  Louis  the  Fifteenth. 


2782.]  memoirs;  .   187 

Being  among  the  croud,  and  attempting  to 
approach  too'  near  the  Scafifold^  he  was  re* 
pulsed  by  one  of  the  executioners;  but,  having 
informed  the  person,  that  he  had  made  the 
journey  from  London  solely  with  a  view  to 
be  present  at  the  punishment  and  death  of 
Damien,  the  man  immediately  caused  the 
people  to  make  way,  exclaiming  at  the  same 
time,  "  Faites  place  pour  Monsieur.  C^est 
**  vn  AngloiSf  et  un  Amateur.^*  The  Baron 
Grimm,  in  his  **  Correspondence,"  relates 
this  story  as  having  happened  to  Condamine. 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  order  to  recompense  Selwyn  for 
the  place  of  "  Paymaster  of  the  Works,**  of 
which  he  was  deprived  by  Burke's  Bill ;  made 
him  in  1784,  "  Surveyor  General  of  the  Crown 
"  Lands,'*  which  Office  he  retained  till  his 
decease,  in  1790. 

Wilkes,  who  during  more  than  thirteen  sue* 
cessive  years,  in  various  Parliaments,  had 
vainly  endeavoured  to  expunge  from  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  memo- 
rable Resolutions  relative  to  the  Middlesex 
Election;  after  being  so  often  foiled,  at 
length  attained  his  object.  The  Division 
upon  this  question,  was  attended  with  the 
singular  circumstance  of  Lord  North  and  Fox 
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dividing  together  iu  the  Minority.    The  new 
Secretary  of  State,    whose  original  political 
line  of  conduct,  while  supporting  the  Admi* 
nistration  which  he  had   recently  expelled, 
and  of  which  he  once  formed  a  part,  made 
it   sometimes  difficult   for  him  to  maintain 
the  appearance  of  consistency;    afiected  to 
$peak  and  to  vote  from  the  Treasury  Bench, 
against  Wilkes's  Motion.     Having,  unfortu- 
nately given  his  ministerial  sanction  in  early 
h£e,  to  various  measures  calculated  for  a^ing 
pariiamentary  disapprobation  on    that  cdie- 
brated  Member  of  the  House ;  he  therefore 
prObaWy  thought,  that  a  regard  to  his  own 
dbaracter  compdled  him,  however  contra^- 
tory  to  his  late  line  of  declamation  and  of  action, 
wheh  haranguing  his  Constituents  in  Palace 
Yard ;  to  abide  by,  and  to,  attempt  a  justifi- 
cation of  his  conduct,  relative  to  the  Election 
for  Middlesex.     No  public  man,  indeed,  in 
my  time,  ever  appeared  to  me  to  consider  so 
little  apology  requisite  for  the  contradictions 
and  derelictions  of  his  political  principles ;  or 
seemed  so  completely  to  regard  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  an  Assembly  &:  for  becoming 
the  willing  agents  and  instruments  of  every 
delusioi!!,  however  gross  or  palpable,  as  Fox. 
The  difficulties  of  the  undertaking  never  de- 
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terred  or  intimidated  Um ;  and  his  atdendid 
talents,  which  could  lend  to  sophistry  the 
colours  of  truth,  emboldened  him,  by  turns, 
to  attack  and  to  defend,  according  to  tlie 
situation  in  which  he  stood,  almost  every 
position  and  tenet,  either  of  monarchical  au* 
thority,  or  of  constitutional  freedom. 

1 8th  April.]  While  the  House  of  Cmmnmis 
was  thus  occupied  in  Measures  of  Reform,  or 
engaged  in  retracting  their  past  political 
errors ;  the  new  Ministers,  as  if  they  antici- 
pated their  speedy  dismission,  employed  the 
precious  moments  of  their  precarious  power, 
in  distributing  among  themselves,  without  loss 
of  time,  the  honours  of  the  Crown.  Four 
Garters^  which  had  been  found  on  the  King's 
Table,  unappropriated,  at  the  time  of  Lord 
North^s  resignation,  they  natur4dly  considered 
as  lawful  plunder.  One  only  of  the  number 
fell  to  the  share  of  the  Sovereign,  which  he 
was  allowed,  though  not  without  some  diffi- 
culty, to  confer  on  his  third  son.  Prince  Wii- 
Mam  Hencry,  now  Duke  of  Clarence.  The 
remaining  three  were  reserved  for  themselves, 
with  a  due  regard  to  their  respective  consc- 
ience, party,  and  pretensions.  Lord  Rock- 
ingham having  long  since  received  the  Qrder^ 
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from  the  hands  of  George  the  Second ;  the 
Duke  c^  Devonshire,  as  head  of  the  Whig 
Party,  was  invested  with  one  blue  Riband, 
and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  with  another. 
Lord  Shelburne  took  for  himself,  as  was  to  be 
expected,  the  fourth  Garter,  A  great  person, 
who  was  present  at  the  ceremony  of  the  Invest- 
iture, observed  with  admirable  discernment, 
that  never  did  three  men  receive  the  Order  in 
so  dissimilar  and  characteristic  a  manner.  <<The 
**  Duke  ofDevonshire"  said  he,  '^advancedup 
"  to  the  Sovereign,  with  his  phl^matic,  cpl^ 
^<  awkward  air,  like  a  clown.  Lord  Shelburne 
"  came  forward,  bowing  on  every  side,  smiling, 
**  and  fe-wning,  like  a  Courtier.  The  Duke  of 
<<  Richmond  presented  himself,  easy,  unembar- 
^<  rassed,  and  with  dignity,  as  a  Gentleman.'' 

The  Earl  of  Ashbumham,  who  had  been 
during  more  than  six  years  Groom  of  the 
Stole  laid  claim  to  one  of  the  GartcrSy  under 
u  promise  which  he  asserted  to  have  received 
from  the  King,  and  of  which  he  endeavoured 
to  enforce  the  performance.  His  royal  Mas- 
ter, though  he  did  not  deny  the  engager 
ment,  pleaded  his  inability  to  fulfil  it,,  under 
the  actual  cirumstances  of  his  situaticMi, 
<which  left  him  no  longer  any  option  in  disr 


I78a.1|  MEMoiBs.  191 

I 

tributing  the  decorations  in  question*    This 
excuse  did  not,  howeyer,  satisfy  Ex>rd  Ash* 
burnham,  who  was  said  to  have  addressed  to 
the  King  a  letter  of  reproach  on  the  occasion; 
couched  in  language  rather  too  severe  from  a 
subject  to  his  Sovereign,  even  if  the  cause  of 
offence  had  been  better  proved,  or  more  legiti- 
mate«  His  resentment  at  the  supposed  infrae- 
tion  of  the  royal  word,  impelled  him  to  resign 
his  Office;  which,  as  being  in  the  King's  imme- 
diate family,  and  near  his  person,  has  always 
been  considered  exempt  from  ministerial  in- 
terference.   Lord  Weymouth,  who  succeeded 
him,  had  acted  a  much  more  important  part  in 
earlier  periods  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  when 
he  filled,  during  a  very  considerable  time,  the 
post  of  Secretary  of  State ;  and  even  held  the 
Lord  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  for  a  few  months, 
though    he  never    crossed  over  to  Dublin* 
He  was  a  man  of  talents,  highly  convivial, 
whose  conversation  entertained  and  delighted: 
but  in  order  to  profit  of  his.  society,  it  was  ner 
cessary  to  follow  him  to  White's,  to  drink  deqp, 
of  Claret,  and  to  remain  at  table  till  a  verj 
late  hour.     "Junius,"   alluding  to  this  well 
known'  circumstance,    when  addressing  the 
Duke  of  Grafton,   in  June,   1771,  says,  re- 
feriring  to  Lord  Weymouth,    "  Ye*  he  must 
♦*  have  bread,  my  Lordi  or  r&thet  jbe  mui^ 
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<«  have  wine.  If  you  deny  him  the  cup,  there 
«  will  be  no  keeping  him  within  the  pale  (^ 
"  the  ministry."  Lord  Gower,  the  ChaneeU 
lor,  and  Rigby,  were,  throu^  life,  his  inti- 
mate friends  and  companions.  His  applica*^ 
tion  to  business,  by  no  means  kept  pace  with 
his  abilities,  nor  was  he  ever  a  popular  minis^ 
ter.  Indeed,  if  we  except  the  first  Mr.  Pitt; 
Henry  Bilson  Legge,  who  was  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  during  about  five  months  after 
His  Majesty's  Accession  to  the  Throne ;  and 
perhaps  we  may  add  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham ;  all  three  of  whom  were  devolved  on  him 
by  his  Grandfather,  or  forced  upon  him  by 
the  Nation ;  George  the  Third  cannot  be  said 
to  have  had  any  Minister,  in  any  Department, 
previous  to  Lord  North's  resignation,  who  en- 
joyed popularily.  We  must  except  from  the 
remark,  Lord  Camden,  during  the  short  time 
that  he  held  the  great  Seal  as  Chancellor. 
Lord  We3rmouth  attracted  a  considerable  poi^ 
tion  of  the  indignation  which*  characterizes  Ju- 
iiius's  opening  letter,  writt^oi  in  January,  1 769, 
for  having  offidally  signed  the  order  which 
authorized  the  military  to  fire  on  the  pc^ukce 
assembled  in  St.  George's  Fields.  *«  Reco- 
•*-veredfrom  the  errors  of  his  youth,  from 
M  the  distraction  of  Play,  and  the  bewitching 
«  smiles  of  Burgundy,"    says   that  writer, 
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"  behold  him  exerting  the  whole  strength  of 
V  his  clear,  unclouded  faculties,  in  the  service 
"  of  the  Crown."  He  had  preceded  Lord 
Ashburnham,  as  Groom  of  the  Stole,  in  1775, 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  Earl  of  Hills- 
borough, in  1779,  as  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department*  Ten  years,  afterwards, 
Pitt  created  Lord  Weymouth  a  Marquis. 

Though  the  Administration  of  which  Lord 
North  so  long  constituted  the  head,  had  ceased 
to  exist,  yet  many  of  the  Parliamentary  In- 
stitutions which  had  or^nated  under  him^ 
still  continued  in  activity.  Among  the  jprin- 
cipal,  might  be  esteemed  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee for  enquiring  into  the  state  of  the  East 
India.  Company's  affiurs.  The  Lord  Advocate 
of  Scotland,  as  their  Chairman,  brought  for- 
ward at  this  time,  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  yaiious  Reports,  calculated  to  shew 
the  causes,  not  only  of  the  disgrace^  and  ca- 
lamities sustained  in  the  Cariiatic,  but  of  the 
improper  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure 
in  other  parts  of  Hindostaii.  Sir  Thomas 
Rumbold,  late  Governor  of  Madras,  and  two 
of  his  Colleagues,  Members  of  the  Council, 
became  the  first  objects  of  public  accusation. 
T^e  second  blow  fell  by  rebound,  on  Sir 
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Elijah  Impey,  who,  in  his  quality  of  Chief 
Justice  of  Bengal,  was  supposed,  or  asserted, 
in  more  than  one  instance,  to  have  lent  his 
legal  aid  and  support  to  the  Supreme  Govem-t 
ment,  from  self-interested  motives,  and  for  un- 
just, as  well  as  pernicious  purposes.  Hastings 
himself,  then  Governor  General  of  Bengal^ 
and  Hornby,  Governor  of  Bombay,  becat^ae 
implicated  or  involved  in  these  criminations. 
Measures,  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  im- 
puted offences,  or  misconduct  of  each  of 
the  iibove-mentioned  persons,  were  adopted* 
Rumbold,  who  had  arrived  from  India  early  in 
1 78 1,  under  circumstances  that  rendered  him 
highly  unpopular,  was  restrained  from  eitheir 
leaving  the  kingdom,  or  from  alienating  hi^ 
property,  by  Act  of  Parliament  j  and  severer 
steps  were  meditated,  or  set  on  foot,  in  order 
to  bring  him  to  justice.  He  contrived  never- 
theless to  protract  the  proceedings,  and  uU 
timately  to  elude  all  punishment.  An  addresf 
was  presented  to  His  Majesty,  requesting  him 
to  recall  Sir  Elijah  Impey  from  his  judicial  situ* 
ation  in  India.  Finally,  resolutions,  of  anaturd 
tending  to  hdid  out  both  Mr.  Hastings  and 
Mr.  Hornby,  in  their  pdblic  capacity,  as  men 
who  had  committed  acts  of  the  most  culpabk 
w  unjustifiable  kind,  were  agreed  to  in  th^ 


House.  But,  the  advanced  period  of  the  Sea* 
aion,  and  the  unsettled  state  of  domestic  afiairs 
in  a  Cabinet  divided  by  Animosity,  prevented 
or  postponed  the  further  prosecution  of  these 
interesting  concerns,  to  the  subsequent  year. 

On  the  other  side  the  Atlantic,  misfortune 
still  accompanied  the  English  arms.  St.  Chris*' 
topher's,  after  a  long  and  gallant  defence,  sur- 
rendered: tlie  Islands  of  Nevis  and  Montserrat 
were  lost.     Even  the  valuable  Settlements  of 
Demerara  and  Essequibo,  situate  on  the  Conti- 
nent of  South  America,  which  we  had  taken 
in  the  preceding  year  from  the  Dutch,  were 
recaptured  by  France.    Rodney,  indeed,  hav- 
ing arrived  out,  joined  Sir  Samuel  Hood  at 
Barbadoes  :   but  he  found  himself  unable  to 
intercept,  or  to  prevent,  the  arrival  of  a  Con* 
voy  from  Brest,,  which  brought  to  the  French 
Admiral,  De  Grasse,   supplies  the  most  es- 
sential for  his  projected   hostile  operations. 
At  home,  general  despondency  or  apathy  pet- 
vaded  the  country.     Every  allegation  which 
had  been  brought  forward  against  the  late 
First  Lord  of  the  Acfrniralty  while  in  oMc6, 
wa»  renewed  with  aftrgmerrted  Violence,  tia^ 
that  he  had  retiredf  to  private  Kfe  ;  atid  th^e 
clamors  were  encouraged  by*  thd  ne^  Mjni^ 
0  2 
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sters.  Rodney  himself  participated  largely 
in  them  ;  and  disasters  mere  severe  than 
any  that  we  had  yet  experienced,  were  pre- 
dicted or  anticipated,  as  about  to  happen  in 
that  quarter  of  the  globe  where  he  com- 
manded. Never  was  the  nation  less  prepared 
for,  nor  less  in  expectation  of  the  great  vic- 
tory that  impended  in  the  West  Indies,  than 
a  week,  or  even  a  day,  before  the  intelligence 
arrived.  It  required  the  utmost  exertions  of 
the  new  Admiralty  to  prevent  the  Dutch 
squadron,  which  quitted  the  Texel  at  this 
time  from  effecting  a  junction  with  the 
combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  com- 
manded by  Guichen.  Lord  Howe,  now  re- 
stored to  the  British  Navy,  and  like  Keppel, 
created  a  Viscount,  efffected  a  service  so  dis- 
tinguished, which  unquestionably  entitled  him 
to  the  gratitude  of  his  country. 

May.3  If  Mr.  Pitt,  whether  from  the  dictates 
of  profound  ambition,  or  from  the  calculations 
of  ordinary  prudence,  had  thought  proper  to 
refuse  accepting  any  place  or  situation  under 
the  new  Ministry ;  he  did  not  on  that  ac^ 
county  witJidraw  his  individual  exertions  as  a 
Member  of  Parliament,  or  retire  in  any  de- 
gree from  public  view  and  admiration.     On 
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the  contraiy»  he  came  eminently  £)rward  at 
this  tune,  as  a  Candidate  for  national  appro- 
bation, in  the  delicate,  as  well  as  arduous 
character  of  a  political  RefcMtner.  The  spirit 
of  the  Times,  which  operated  greatly  in  hi9 
&vor,  removed  many  of  those. obstacles,  that 
might  have  impeded  him  .under  the  former  Ad- 
ministration. While  Burke  carried  retrench^ 
mentinto  the  Palace,  as  well  as  to  the  Table, 
of  the  Sovereign,  Pitt  aspired  to  renovate,  or 
to  re-organise,  the  national  representation. 
In  the  progress  of  a  speech,  conceived  with 
consummate  ability,  and  delivered  from  the 
Treasury  Bench,  he  endeavoured  to  shew  the 
vices  of  the  actual  state  of  popular  Election, 
2Uid  to  point  out  the  most  efficacious  or  salu- 
tary remedies.  The  abuses  alledged  to  exist, 
which  were,  indeed  indisputable,  seemed  at 
first  sight  loudly  to  demand  redress.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  theory  and  practice  might 
b^  found  greatly  at  variance ;  and  even  the 
Reformers  themselves,  it  was  well  known, 
differed  widely  in  their  ideas  or  opinions  on 
the  point  The  Duke  of  Richmond,  who 
carried  his  principles  to  an  Utopian  and  vi- 
sionary length,  would  have  extended  the 
right  of  voting,  almost  to  the  whole.popula- 
03 
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tion  of  .Great  Bntadn.  Fox  .supported  tm 
ibis  occasion,  hoth  with  his  Eloquence  and 
his  Vote,  the  {dan  proposed  by  Pitt:  but 
Burke,  less  democratic  in  his  ideas  of  60- 
Ternment,  refused  to  lend  his  powerful  akl 
to  a  Cause  which  he  disapproved.  The  Se- 
cretarj  at  War,  Mr.  Townsend,  equally  afau 
sented  himself,  as  did  others  of  the  ministerial 
followers.  Lord  North,  though  he  attended 
the  discussion,  and  opposed  all  innovation, 
yet,  to  the  surprise  of  his  friends,  took  no 
active  part  in  the  Debate.  Dundas,  how* 
ever,  supplied  his  place,  and  made  an  am-> 
mated  Appeal  against  the  projected  Reform ; 
as  did  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  at  great  length, 
with  much  ability.  The  measure  itself  not 
being  a  party  question,  though  of  a  nature 
the  most  interesting,  by  no  means  attracted 
the  attendance  which  had  been  produced  by 
the  Motions  that  preceded  the  Dissolution  of 
the  late  Administration.  Scarcely  more  than 
three  hundred  Members  voted  upon  it,  while 
near  five  hundred  had  been  present  in  more 
than  one  of  the  divisions  of  the  Month  of 
March.  Pitt's  proposition  "  to  appoint  a 
"  Committee  for  enquiring  into  the  State  of 
**  the  National  Representation,"  though  it 
could  only  be  considered  as  a  preliminary 


I7B2.3  MEMOIE8.  199 

ftep^  yet  was  negbtived  by  a  Majority  of 
twenty. 

I  made  one  of  that  small  Majority,  and  it 
is  a  Vote  of  wWch  I  never  have  repented.  It 
was  difficult  not  to  reflect^  \<rliile  listening  to 
the  Arguments  of  Mr.  Pitt,  who  eloquently 
depictured  the  corruption  of  the  rotten 
Boroughs,  among  which,  several,  he  said, 
**  were  to  be  considered  as  witliin  the  con* 
^*  troul  of  the  Camatic  j"  that  he  was,  him- 
sdfi  sitting  at  that  very  time,  for  Appleby,  by 
the  influence,  or  in  other  word?,  by  the  nonii* 
nation  of  iSir  James  Lowther.  To  the  cor* 
runted  State  of  the  Representation,  therefore, 
it  was  owing  that  he  had  himself  obtained  a 
pkce  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It  was 
equally  imDOsstble  not  to  be  conscious,  th&t 
if  the  Regulatioii  which  enacts,  that  every 
Member  of  that  Assembly  shall  be  bona^fide 
possessed  of  three  hundred  Pounds  per  annuni 
freehold  estate,  had  been  severely  and  litcJraU 
ly  enforced;  neither  Fox,  nor  Pitt,  nor  Sheri* 
dan,  nor  many  other  eminent  individuals,  could 
ever  have  sat  in  Parliament*  Probably,  indeed^ 
on  the  day  that  Mr.  Pitt  made  his  Motion,  he 
did  not  really  possess  any  prc^erty  j  certainly, 
BO  landed  property;  and  as  to  Fox,  though  ao« 
o  4 
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tually  Secretaiy  of  State,  ht  was  known  to  be 
plunged  in  debts,  contracted  by  Play,  which 
left  him  without  fortune,  or  almost  means  of 
support.  But  they  did  not  less  c(Hiatitute  the 
two  most  distinguished  persons  of  the  Age  in 
which  they  lived,  the  ornaments  of  their  Goun-* 
try  in  different  lines.  Fox  always  maintained 
without  reserve,  in  private  conversation,  as 
well  as  in  Parliament,  that  to  enforce  rigid- 
ly the  rule  relative  to  the  Qualifications  of 
Members,  would  be  at  once  to  exclude  talents 
from  obtaining  entrance  into  the  House.  So 
little,  indeed,  may  Speculation  and  Fact  agree, 
that  if  the  List  of  Representatives  for  the 
County  of  York,  of  Devon,  or  of  Lincoln, 
ever  since  the  reign  of  Elizabetl),  were  to  be 
compared  with  those  who  have  b^en  sent  to 
Parliament  during  the  same  period  of  time^ 
from  the  vilest  Cornish  Borough,  we  shall 
find,  that  in  every  quality  justly  recommend- 
ing to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature ;  namely, 
high  birth,  extensive  property,  distinguished 
talents,  or  public  principle  and  virtue^  the 
superiority  will  be  found,  in  many  instances, 
perhaps  in  most,  on  the  side  of  the  persons 
elected  for  the  Boroughs*  Such  an  estimate 
might  be  difficult  to  make,  and  must  be  aU 
ways,  in  some  measure,  open  to  dilute ;  but 
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it  serves  to  prove,  that  various  principle3  in 
Legislation,  as  well  as  various  abuses,  do  not 
prpduce  the  effects  which  might  naturally  be 
expected  to  result  from  them. 

18th  May«]  Scarcely  had  Mr.  Pitt's  propo-» 
sition  been  rejected  for  the  Reform  of  the 
Representation,  before  the  Capital  and  the 
country  were  thrown  into  a  delirium  of  joy, 
on  receiving  the  intelligence  of  Rodney's 
Victory  over  De  Grasse,  gained  upon  the 
preceding  12th  of  April.  It  is  difficult  for 
us  in  this  Age,  who  have  been  accustomed  to 
naval  advantages  over  the  French ;  and  who 
were  used  to  calculate  beforehand,  on  the 
destruction  of  every  fleet  that  effected  its 
escape  from  the  ports  of  France,  as  soon  as 
we  could  come  up  with  them  ;  to  aji^reciate, 
or  to  imagine  its  effect  on  the  public  mind. 
We  had  been  habituated,  during  so  long  a 
time,  under  Keppel,  Byron,  Hardy,  Parker, 
Graves,  Geary,  Darby,  and  their  successors^ 
to  indecisive  or  unfortunate  engagements, 
productive  of  no  beneficial  results,  that  the 
nation  began  to  despair  of  recovering  its. 
former  ascendancy  on  the  Ocean.  In  fact, 
during  near  twenty  years,  ever  since  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war  with  France  iii  1763,  the 
British  Flag  had  scarcely  been  any  where 
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triumphant ;  while  the  Navies  of  the  House  of 
Boiu'bon,  throughout  the  progress  of  the 
American  contest,  annually  insulted  us  in  the 
Channel,  intercepted  our  mercantile  Convoys^ 
blocked  our  harbours,  and  threatened  our 
coasts.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  ex- 
cess  of  the  public  exultation  was  prodigiously 
augmented  by  the  dejection  that  pervaded  all 
ranks  during  the  former  part  of  the  Motith  of 
May,  and  by  the  utter  apparent  improbability 
of  such  an  Event  taking  place- 
When  I  reflect  on  the  emotions  to  which 
it  gave  rise  in  London,  I  cannot  compare 
them  with  any  Occunence  of  the  same  kind 
that  we  have  since  witnessed  in  this  coun- 
try. The  victory  of  Lord  Howe,  gained  on 
the  First  of  June,  1794,  glorious  and  salu- 
tary as  it  was  to  Great  Britain,  yet  seemed 
to  be  more  a  triumph  over  Jacobinism  and 
Anarchy,  than  over  the  French  nation  or 
Navy.  It  was  Robespierre  and  his  Regicide 
Accomplices,  not  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  whom 
we  there  vanquished.  Lord  St.  Vincent,  and 
Lord  Duncan,  unquestionably  merited,  each, 
the  highest  Eulogiums ;  but  they  destroyed, 
at  Cape  St.  Vincent,  and  at  Camperdown, 
the  fleets  of  Spain  and  of  Holland^  not  tfaoae 
of  France.   And  no  Eiiglishman  is  insensible 


to  the  distinction.  The  sublioie  victory  of 
Trafalgar,  itself,  was  clouded  by  the  death 
of  Nelson,  which  checked  and  tempered  the 
general  joy.  If  I  were  to  mention  any  naval 
Action,  the  news  of  which  seemed  to  difiiise 
sentiments  nearly  resembling  those  felt  in 
May,  1782,  I  should  incline  to  name  that  of 
Aboukir.  But,  in  the  battle  of  the  Nile, 
where  the  destruction  of  the  enemy  was  much 
more  complete,  though  we  destroyed  and 
blew  up  the  French  Admiral's  ship,  we  did 
not  either^  capture  her,  or  her  Commander. 
There  was  combined  in  Rodney's*  victory,  as 
Lord  Loughborough  at  the  time  remarked  in 
the  House  of  Peers,  all  «  the  pomp,  and 
«♦  pride,  and  circumstance  of  war."  It  comr 
menced  with  the  rising  sun,  and  only  ter«- 
minated  with  that  setting  luminary.  The 
elements  were  hushed,  only  a  light  air  prevail- 
ing, and  the  contending  fleets  were  very  nearly 
matched.  Jamaica,  the  prize  contended  for  by 
the  two  Nations  was  preserved  by  the  Result ; 
while  all  the  promised  Conquests  of  France 
and  Spain,  so  near  their  apparent  realization, 
disappeared,  i^  more  to  be  revived,  even  in 
idea.  It  constituted  a  sort  of  Compensation 
to  Great  Britain,  for  so  many  years  of  dis- 
grace^ for  so  great  an  expenditure  of  blood 
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and  treasure,  and  even  for  the  loss  of  America 
itself.  The  country,  exhausted  and  humi* 
liated,  seemed  to  revive  in  its  own  estimation, 
and  to  resume  once  more  its  dignity  among 
Nations.  France,  amidst  all  her  past  success, 
declined  proportionably  in  the  opinion  of  Eu- 
rope, and  has  never  since  arrogated  the  same 
nmk,  as  a  Naval  Power.  It  formed  in  fact  the 
last  triumph  of  England  on  the  element  of 
the  water,  over  the  House  of  Bourbon,  be- 
fore that  great  family  itself^  after  reigning 
eight  hundred  years  over  the  French,  sunk 
under  the  torrent  of  Revolution* 

Lord  Cranston,  one  of  the  Captains  of  the 
Formdabley  Sir  George  Rodney's  ship,  who 
brought  over  the  news  to  this  country;  hav- 
ing, in  consequence  of  that  Commander's 
special  injunctions,  waited  on  Lord  SackviUe^ 
though  then  no  longer  in  oflSce  as  American 
Secretary,  in  order  to  communicate  to  him 
the  particulars  of  the  Action ;  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  hearing  Lord  Cranston's  account 
of  the  Engagement.  He  was  sent,  after  the 
ViUe  de  Paris  struck,  to  take  possession  of 
her,  as  well  as  to  receive  De  Grasse's  sward ; 
and  he  described  the  scene  which  the  French 
Admiral's  ship  presented,  on  his  ascending : 
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her  side,  as  altogether  terrible.  Between  the 
fore-mast  and  main-mast,  at  every  step  he 
took,  he  said  that  he  was  over  his  buckles  in 
blood,  the  carnage  having  been  prodigious ; 
but  as  numbers  of  cattle  and  sheep  were 
stowed  between  decks,  they  had  suffered  not 
less  than  the  crew  and  troqps,  from  the  efiects 
of  the  cannon.  On  the  quarter-deck,  which 
remained  still  covered  with  dead  and  wounded, 
only  De  Grasse  himself^  together  with  two  or 
three  other  persons,  continued  standing.  Tlie 
fVench  Admiral  had  received  a  contusion  in 
the  loins,  from  a  splinter,  but  was  otherwise 
unhurt;  a  circumstance  the  more  remark-* 
able,  he  having  been,  during  the  whole  action, 
for  so  many  hours,  exposed  to  a  destructive 
fire,  which  swept  away  almost  all  his  officers, 
and  repeatedly  cleared  the  quarter-deck.  He 
was  a  tall,  robust,  and  martial  figure ;  pre- 
senting, in  that  moment,  an  object  of  respect, 
no  less  than  of  concern  and  sympathy.  Lord 
Cranston  said,  that  De  Grasse  could  not  re- 
cover from  the  astonishment  into  which  he 
was  plunged ;  the  expressions  of  which  he 
(^en  reiterated,  at  seeing,  in  the  course  of 
so  short  a  time,  his  vessel  taken,  his  fleet 
defeated,  and  himself  a  prisoner.  He  was 
allowed  to  pa^s  the  night  on.  board  his  own 
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ship,  with  every  testimony  of  attention  and 
regard,  on  tlie  part  of  the  British  Com- 
mander. 

An  opinion  which  became  very  generally 
prevalent  at  the  time,  and  obtained  much 
belief,  has  made  a  deep  impression  on  the 
public  mind  j   namely,  that  this  victory,  sig* 
nal  as  it  must  ever  be  esteemed,  might  never- 
theless have  been  rendered  far  more  com- 
pletfe,  if  it  had  been  immediately  improved 
by  pursuing,  without  delay,  the  flying  enemy* 
The  friends  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood   strongly 
maintained  that  position ;  and  partial  as  I  am 
to  the  memory  of  Lord  Rodney,   I  coitfesd 
that  there  always  appeared  to  me  to  have 
been  some  foundation  for  the  assertion.     He 
was,  himself,  well  aware  of  the  charge,  and 
I  have  heard  him  defend  the  line  of  conduct 
which  he  adopted  subsequent  to  the  victoty, 
by  very  plausible,  if  not  by  solid  and  unan* 
swerable  reasons.    He  observed,  that  it  was 
altogether  uawarrantable,   and  might  have 
beeii  attended  witii  the  most  ruinous^  conse- 
quences^ to  have  detached  twelve  or  more 
^ips  of  th^  fine,,  uader  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  in 
pursuit  of  tw*a»ty-five  at  least  of  the  French  5 
w^k  i]ui»b^  jremdiiied  together,  a!s  warbt^ 
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lieved,  after  the  Action,  and  still  constituted 
a  most  formidable  force.  If  any  check  had 
been  experienced  by  us,  in  consequence  of 
such ,  Eagerness  or  Precipitation,  it  was  ob^ 
vious  that  the  fruits  of  the  victory  itself  might 
even  have  been  lost.  Bougainville  and  Vau* 
dreuil,  who  commanded  under  De  Grasse^ 
enjoyed  a  higher  reputation  iox  naval  skill, 
than  the  Commander  in  chief,  and  might  have 
repaired  the  defeat.  How  far  these  Facts 
or  assertions  may  carry  conviction  to  every 
mind,  I  cannot  venture  to  determine.  Lord 
Rodney,  after  his  return  to  England,  made 
no  scruple  of  declaring  in  mixed  company, 
where  I  was  myself  present ;  and  he  even 
wrote  home  at  the  time,  in  his  private  let- 
ters,  more  than  one  of  which  I  have  seeti ; 
that  so  violent  was  the  spirit  of  party  andfac* 
tion  in  his  own  fleet,  as  almost  to  supersede 
and  extinguish  the  affection  to  their  Sove- 
reign and  their  country,  in  the  bosoms  of 
many  individuals  servii^  under  him.  To  such 
a  hdght  had  it  attained,  that  he  asserted  there 
were  among  them,  officers  of  high  rank,  and 
of  unquestionable  courage,  who  nevertheless 
bo^e  so  inveterate  an  animosity  to  the  Adnii«- 
nistratioii  then  existing  ^  particularly  to  the 
first  LcMcd  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Earl  of  Saiid^ 
wiph  \  as>  almost  to  wish  for  a  defeat,  if  it 
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would  produce  the  dismission  of  Ministers. 
Similar  assertions  were  made  by  Members  of 
the  House  of  Commons^  in  their  Speeches. 
However  incredible  the  fact  itself  may  ap- 
pear* and  however  lamentable  it  must  be 
considered,  if  it  was  well  founded  j  yet  it  is 
not  easy  to  conceive  the  antipathies,  political 
and  personal,  that  had  grown  up  in  the  En- 
glish navy  during  the  American  war.  They 
formed  one  of  the  characteristic  features  of 
the  Times,  and  operated  to  the  inconceivable 
injury  of  the  British  name  and  nation. 

;  The  commencement  of  Rodney's  public  let- 
ter, addressed  to  Mr.  Stephens,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty,  on  this  glorious  occasion, 
excited  a  smile  among  the  Critics  and  Gram- 
marians ;  as  he  stated,  that  ^  It  had  pleased 
*«  God,  out  of  his  divine  providence,  to 
"  grant  to  His  Majesty's  arms  a  most  com- 
**  plete  victory  over  the  fleet  of  his  ene- 
**  my  j"  whereas,  it  seemed  rather  to  have 
been  an  act  performed  in  his  divine  provi- 
dence. This  error  of  a  naval  Commander, 
unaccustomed  to  composition,  and  whose  pro- 
fession was  not  the  pen,  but  the  sword ;  did 
not  however  attract  the  same  comments,  as  an 
official  Dispatch  which  we  have  since  perused, 
«ent  from  one  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
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Embassadors,  who,  addressing  the  Secretary 
of  State,  from  Constantinople^  appeared,  by 
some  Act  of  oblivious  Inadvertence,  to  con- 
sider hirhself  in  Asia.  Rodney's  eaemies,  of 
whom  he  had  a  great  number,  asserted  that 
after  the  victory  was  gained,  he  gave  way  to  a 
sort  of  intoxication  of  mind,  on  finding  him- 
self master  of  the  French  Admiral's  person 
and  ship.  They  said  that  he  seated  himself  in 
an  arm  chair,  placed  on  the  quarter  deck  of  the 
^yFormidable^'*  as  the  Moon  rose,  iii  order  to 
indulge  his  sight  with  the  view  of  the  **  Ville 
^  de  PariSf**  which  lay  near  him  in  a  dis- 
abled state,  and  whose  sides  far  overtopped 
those  of  his  own  vessel.  And  they  added 
that  he  burst  into  expressions  or  exclamations 
of  extravagant  self  praise  and  complacency ; 
mingled  with  some  reproaches  on  the  want  of 
ministerial  gratitude,  which  he,  had  experien- 
ced for  his  past  services.  Even  aduaitting  all 
these  facts  to  be  true  in  their  utmost  extent, 
they  only  prove  the  infirmity  of  human  na- 
ture ;  and  similar  instances  of  weakness  occur 
in  the  history  of  the  most  illustrious  Comman^- 
ders.  Rodney,  like  the  celebrated  Marshal 
Villars,  so  distinguished  under  Louis  the 
Fourteenth,  talked  perpetually  of  himself, 
and  was  the  hero  of  his  own  story.     But,  pos. 
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terity  will  never  forget  the  debt  of  gratitude 
•due  to  his  services,  nor  cease  to  consider  him 
as  one  of  the  greatest  m«i  whom  the  lEngKsh 
Navy  produced  in  the  course  of  the  eighteenth 
Century,  He  unquei^tionably  displayed  equal 
coolness  and  science,  on  the  day  of  the  i  ath 
of  April;  directed  in  person  every  Manoeuvre^ 
and  preserved  during  twelve  hoirt^  that  the 
action  lasted,  the  utmost  preseticeof  mind. 
Lord  Cranston  said  that  he  ne\ler  quitted  the 
quarter  deck  for  a  miriute,  nor  took  any  re- 
freshment, except  the  suj^ort  he  derived  from 
al-emon,  which  he  held  constaiitly  ih  his  hmiA, 
and  applied  frequently  to  his  lipfe. 

If  Rodney  did  not  spare  his  animadversions 
on  the  spirit  of  political  enmity  and  faction^ 
which  pervaded  the  British  navy ;  his  oppo- 
tient,  the  Count  de  Grasse,  made  still  louder 
accusations,  and  sent  home  stronger  charges, 
to  the  Court  of  Versailles,  against  the  jealou- 
sies or  rivalities  which  actuated  the  officers 
serving  uiulgr  him,^  on  that  memOTstHe  day.. 
*I1iey  doubtless,  towards  the  clofse  of  tlie  actioUj^ 
'Abaftdcmed  their  Comniander  to  his  fate,  and 
sdugbt  tbfeir^affety  in  fligftt :  but,  the  tmfore- 
seen  Maiweuvre  b5?^  which  H;<^dney  !iad  ihteip- 
fieet^a  the  Frcsnch  line,  ^  tUe  <s08aftnencehi«nt 


oi  th#  engagement,  threw  the  whole  fleet 
into,  ineictrijcable  confusion ;  and  it  is  very 
doubtful,  whether  \iy  prolonging,  or  even 
by  reining  the  qontest,  Bougainville  and 
Yaudjrenil  would  have  in  any  measure  retriev- 
ed the  misfortune.  De  Grj^^se,  it  is  admitted 
on  all  hands,  displayed  the  mos(  unconquer- 
able firmness.  But  perhaps  he  highly  mew 
rited  oensure,  at  a  moment  when  he  saw  he- 
fof ^  him  in  full  project,  so  vast  m  object 
as  the  conquest  and  reduction  of  Jamaica^  not 
to  have  ^uflfered  one  pr  tyfo  ships  qf  the  Ff  enoh 
line  to  £ili  into  our  h^ads,  r^^r  tha^  ^^ri^ 
fice,  as  h^  did,  the  whole  pWn  of  theCanjp^igiV 
to  their  preservation.  I  know  such  to  have 
been  the  gen^rial  c^iiion  entertained  througk- 
out  FraiUce,  wher^  De  Grasse  laboured  und^ 
popular  odium  to  so  great  a  degree,  that 
while,  after  the  ensuing  peace,  Sufirein  al- 
ways  received,  on  entering  the  Tl^atres  at 
Faris,  the  warmest  testimonies  of  adpairatiou, 
from  every  part  of  the  house ;  Pe  Gragse  did 
not  venture  to  present  himself  at  the  public 
Spectacles,  from  the  aj^rehensio^  of  insult, 
£ven  the  Court  manife^ed  similar  sentiments^ 
and  .though  decorated  witibi  the  Order  (^  thfi 
"  St.  Esprit,''  he  coidd  not  obtain  permission 
40  walkiQ  the  Annual  ^*  ^^essiondu  C^rdop 
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«  Bleu*'  at  Versailles,  for  several  years  sub- 
sequent to  the  Defeat  in  the  West  Indies. 

The  effect  of  so  splendid  a  service  ren- 
dered to  his  country,  at  a  moment  of  such 
Dejection,  and  the  popularity  which  it  justly 
produced,  in  some  measure  disarmed  the 
meditated  attacks  of  Rodney's  opponents  at 
home.  Burke,  who  had  heaped  the  severest 
accusations  upon  him,  for  his  conduct  towards 
the  inhabitants  of  St,  Eustatius ;  and  who  was 
preparing  to  bring  forward  a  Motion  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  tending  to  criminate  him 
for  his  acts  while  in  possei^ion  of  the  island  $ 
immediately  abandoned  the  intention.  With 
one  of  those  classic  allusions  which  were  fami- 
liar to  his  elegant  mind,  he  observed,  that 
"  the  great  national  benefit  performed  by  the 
-"  English  Admiral,,  obliterated  his  errors; 
-"  and  like  the  laurel  crown  decreed  by  the 
•"  Roman  Senate  to  Julius  Caesar,  covered, 
"  as  well  as  concealed,  his  baldness."  Even 
the  rancour  expressed  by  the  new  Ministers 
•and  their  friends,  towards  Lord  Sandwich, 
seemed  to  be  blunted,  if  not  mollified,  by  this 
undeniable  proof  of  his  meritorious  exertions, 
in  sending' out  a  fleet  to  the  West  Indies,  ca- 
pable of  vanquishing  the  French  Naval  Force. 
4 


It  was  justly  said  that  AMxemder  had  -  con- 
quered with  the  troops  of  Philip.    No  further 
mention  of  impeachment  or  Prosecution  w^ 
itiade,  against  the  late  first  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty.  The  Cabinet,  nevertheless^  evincing  in 
every  part  of  their  conduct,  the  reluctance 
with  which  they  remunerated  Rodney'sonfe- 
rits ;  had  already  superseded  him,  by  naming 
Admirial  Pigot  to  the  command  of  the  fleet  in 
the  West  Indies.    But,  as  he  had  not  quitted 
England)  before  intelligence  arrived  of  the  vic- 
tory gained  over  De  Grasse,  it  was  evidently 
the  wish  of  the  country,   loudly  expressed, 
that  Rodney  should  not  be  recalled,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  he  had  raised  the  naval  character 
of  Great  Britain,  humbled  France,  and  saved 
Jamaica.     The  new  Administration,  however, 
far  from  paying  any  regard  to  this  expression 
of  the  general  opinion*;   and  apprehensive  of 
.  some  Motion  being  made  oh  the  subject,   in 
one  or  the  other  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment; instantly  sent  off  Pigot,    in  a  quick 
sailing  Frigate,  from  Plymouth^  with  orders 
.  to  replace  the  victorious  Commander. 

Severe  comments  were  passed  out  of  doors, 
upoii  the  appointment,  made  under  such  cir- 
cumstances;  espedally  as  Pigot  had  been  al- 
p  3 
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iieady  eotastituted  a  membet  of  tfaenewBoatd 
cf  Admmdty.  Even  the  Hoiuse  of  Commons^ 
though  since  Lord  North's  resignatioj},  tfa^ 
-Minority  seemed  completely  subservient  toEooc^ 
jet  manifested  some  s3^ptom6  of  disapproba- 
lion.  There  were  not  wanting  persons  in  that 
Asi^bly,  ^o  compared  it  to  the  recall  of Hhe 
Buke  of  Marlborough  from  Flanders,  and  the 
substitution  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond  in  his 
^aoe,  under  Queen  Anne.  It  was  besides  com- 
-manly  asserted,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  AITairSjlay  under  pecuniary  obligations 
to  Pigot,  of  several  thousand  Pounds,  for  losses 
-incurred  at  Play.  And,  though  such  a  report 
might  have  originated  in  error  »  malevolence, 
yet  it  was  (Ufficult  to  disprove  ;  as  Fox's  no- 
torious passicm  for  gaming,  had  subjected  him 
to  similar  engagements  and  embarrassments. 
Lord  Keppel,  when  questioned  in  the  House 
of  Peers  respecting  tkie  fact  of  iKgot's  Ap- 
pointment, fek  so  eonsetous  of  the  indefensi- 
bility of  the  measure,  that  lie  idid  not  dare  to 
own  it ;  but  contiived  to  evade  ,the  enquiry, 
by  stating  the  want  of  evidence  b^i«  them 
to  prove  the  nomination.  It  was  impossible 
more  clearly  to  anow  hmr  mmch  be  was 
ashamed  of  iiRtoh  a  transaction.  The  Opposi- 
tttOG,  during  liOfrd  Norths  Admimgtra^    in 


%T^p  2»xiety  to  cJecFy  tl^^  Earl  of  Sajidwiclv 
tben  Fir^^t  Lwd  ^f  ^fee  Admiralty,  asserted 
ib^t  ^  £4yr^4  £[vghe«^  w|ks^  bou^d  tqgive  him 
|r  oertai^  proportion  ojf  wbat^ver  pri?e-njk)ney 
))f  flight  acquicf  i  3^  a  return  fqr  being  ap- 
p9(ia^ed  tp^  the  pjxvdi  Cqmm«.ndin  the  Eaat 
Ini^es.  "  Junius"  trfi^t^  the  T>\^%  of 
(jrr^onj,  when  ^irst  M^^ster,  in  various  let*- 
ters,  with  indignatioEs,  fpr  having  gjiv&x  ^ 
Pension  of  five  hundred  Pounds  a  yea^,  to 
Sir  Jpibn  Moore,  yfho^  he  designates  93  a 
"  BTo^^^  Gambler."  Nor  dpes  he  hesitate 
to  ^4>  ths^t  the  Pension  was  "  probably  an 
•^  ^quittance  on  the  part  of  the  Duke,  of 
"  Favoiu-s  upon  the  Turf."  But,  how  infi- 
nitely less  culpable  were  Lord  Sandwich,  or 
the  Duke  of  Graflqn,  had  the  allegations 
been  ever  so  clearly  proved,  than  was  Fox,  if 
we  assume  tlxe  tn|th  of  the  fact  imputed  to 
him,  in  acquittipg  his  debt  to  Pigot,  by  send- 
ing bim  out  to  %^e  We^t  Indies  ? 

R<)dQ^y's^  vicjwry*  if  it  had  taken  place 
t^o  Mp^ths  earlier,  WQidd  probably  have 
9pe]rated  to  r^t£M;4>  oj  to  prevent,  Ix)rd 
North's  jr^sjjpi^tiQn.  Nojr  did  any  man  doubt 
th^t  the  A4mit;^  .hiR^lf  would  have-  received 
iQpre  #it4ngui3hingJB&rks  oX  Ministerial  g]»- 
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titude,  aS  well  as  of  Royal  bounty,  if  Lord 
North  had  continued  at  the  head  of  affitirs, 
than  were  conferred  on  him  by  that  Noble- 
man's successors.     Lord  Howe  and  'Admiral 
Keppel  had  just  been  raised  by  their  Party,  to 
the  dignity  of  Fi^comte,  without  performing 
any  Naval  service*  Many  persons  thought  that 
an  Earldom  would  not  have  constituted  a  re- 
ward too  eminent  for  so  important  a  victory. 
We  have  seen  that  high  rank  of  the  Peerage 
conferred  since  on  Sir  John  Jervis,  for  the 
battle  gained  over  the  Spaniards,  off  Cape 
St.  Vincent's  ;  a  victory,  as  was  commonly  re- 
ported, principally  due  to  Sir  Horatio  Nelson. 
Lord  Duncan,  Lord  Hood,  and  Lord  Bridport, 
have    all  been    created    for  their   Exploits, 
English  Viscounts,  It  was  not  without  evident 
marks  of  unwillingness,  that  a  Barmy ^  and  a 
Pension  of  two  thousand  Pounds  per  annum, 
were  rather  extorted  from,  than  spontaneously 
given  by  the  Ministry  to  Rodney  j    accom^ 
panied  with  his  immediate  supercession  in  the 
Command  of  the  fleet.     It  must  however  be 
admitted  on  the  other  hand,  that  previous  to 
the  time  of  which  I  am  now  writing,  the  most 
distinguished  naval  services  rarely  conducted 
to  the  Peerage.     Anson,  it  is  true,  was  raised 
to  it :    but  neither  Saunders,  nor  Boscawen» 
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nor  Pocodc,  attained  to  that  honor.    Even 
Hawke,  far  from  being    called    up   to  the 
House  of  Peers^  after  he  -had   destroyed  the 
fleet  of   France   in   1759,    at  the  mouth  of 
the  Loire,  was  only  made  a  Baron  by  Lord 
North,  near  seventeen  years  afterwards  ;  and 
then,  in  cotfipany  with   several   other  indi- 
viduals who  were  raised   to   the   same    dig- 
nity.     It  is  for  posterity  to  judge  how  far 
these  circumstances  may  form  some  excuse 
for  the  apparent  want  of  liberality  towards 
a  man  who  had  rendered  so  critical,  as  well  as 
so  distinguished,  a  service  to  his  country. 

June.]  While  the  victory  obtained  over  De 
Grasse,  produced  so  vast  and  beneficial  an  al- 
teration in  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain  beyond 
the  Atlantic,  time  seemed  rapidly  maturing 
another  important  change,  or  rather  convul- 
sion, in  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  kingdom. 
From  the  first  formation  of  the  new  Cabinet,  its 
jarring  materials  indicated,   in  the  opinions 
of  all  discerning  men,  their  speedy  disunion 
and  separation.     Fox,  conscious  of  the  alien- 
ation in  which  the  King  held  him,  morally, 
as  well   as   politically,    possessed   too   much 
penetration   not  to  foresee,  and  to  predict, 
an   approaching   change  of  Administration. 
He  was  not  without  difficulty  restrained  from 


precrpit#ing  it,  by  bis  open  disappmhation 
oiHh^  inteopided,  QV  imputed  caeasur es,  pf  aome 
of  his  Coflesifueet  The  atern  inflexibility  of 
Iiord  Thuriow,  likewise,  who  as  Chancellor, 
thwarted  md  opposed,  in  the  House  of  Peers, 
invny  odf  his  mo^ures^  greatly  irritate^  hinu 
^or  did  the  preference  shewn  towards  Jx>rd 
Shelburoe,  on  all  occasions,  by  His  Majesty, 
tend  1b^  to  ficcelerate  a  rupture.  In  this  situa- 
tion of  things,,  the  decline  of  the  Marquis  of 
Rpckingham's  health,  by  incapacitating  him 
to  tiike  as  active  a  part  in  public  affaira  as 
he  had  previously  done,  repioved  the  only 
remaining  serious  Impediment :  while  it  fa- 
cilitated the  accomplishment  of  those  ob- 
jects, which  prudence  and  necessity  alone 
had  hitherto  compelled  the  Sovereign  to 
delay,  till  the  arrival  of  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity» 

No  rational  dpubt  can  exist,  that  even  if 
death  liad  npt  Qf^rried  off  the  Marquis  pf 
Kockinghftui*  y^t  a  chimge  in  the  Adminifi- 
^tratipn  w^d  eq\mUy  have  talcen  place,  nearly 
^at  the  9ap^e  time,  a^d  in  the  mso/Q  manner,  as 
it  w?s  ;stfterw»rds  c#e(;ted.  Thp  necessity  of 
nmlm$  .w4i  §^wgm^^  w  might,  it  w^ 
hc^p^j  ^ewe  its  durjitiw,  3»d  enable  Lord 
Shelb^nie  to  6^fjpftollnt  the  Opposition  to  be 


expected  in  Parliament,  had  soWy  prevente<ik 
him  hitherto  from  accepting  tibe  place  of  first; 
liord  of  tihe  Treawuy.  Bat#  »s  the  Session 
drew  towards  its  close^  thatdlfficulty  gradually 
ceased;  while  the  perk)d  which  ffl»ust  of  course 
dapse  between  the  Prorogation  and  the  sub-^ 
sequent  meeting,  would  afford,  in  all  probabili^ 
ty,  if  well  improved,  various  means  of  strength-* 
ening  the  new  Ministry.  Lord  Shelburne  had 
already  made  advances  to,  and  had  sounded 
Mr.  Pitt.  His  talents,  eloquence,  and  pq)u- 
lartty,  sustained  by  his  illustrious  n^me,  ren* 
dered  him,  notwithstanding  his  youth,  capable 
ci  being  successfully  opposed  to  Fox,  in  the 
House  of  Cbnunon&  His  ambition,  which  had 
impelled  him  to  disdain  and  to  reject  asecond* 
my  place  under  the  existing  Admimstration, 
pointed  out  to  Lord  Shelbume  the  obviou;^ 
bait,  by  which  he  might  be  induced  |o  lend 
his  powerful  support  >  namely,  a  Cabinet 
-C^ce.  The  decorum  and  regularity  of  his  prir 
vate  life,  altogether  untinctured  with  the  vices 
of  Mr.  Fox's  character,  gave  him  a  vast  supe- 
riority, in  the  esdmstion  of  all  those  wh^ 
coiisidered  morality  as  indispensable  to  a  man 
pkced  in  public  situation.  In  the  c<mtap- 
plation  of  these  circumstance*,  and  with  tbes^ 
intentionsi  it  is  well  known  diat  the  King 
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had  fully  detennined  to  displace  such  Mem* 
bers  of  the  Cabinet  as  constituted  the  Rock- 
ingham Party ;  and  to  transfer  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Treasury  to  the  Earl  of  Shel- 
bume.  The  lapse  of  a  few  days,  would  perhaps 
have  disclosed  and  produced  this  important 
event,  when  the  decease  of  the  first  Minister 
spared  His  Majesty  the  necessity  of  dismissing 
him  from  his  post. 

ist  of  July.]  Lord  Rockingham,  though 
hardly  fifty-two  years  of  age,  already  sunk  un- 
der  an  infirm  and  debilitated  constitution.  A 
decay,  to  which  was  added  a  slow  fever,  or  as 
it  was  denominated,  Influenza,  had  for  some 
time  undermined  his  strength,  without  never- 
theless appearing  to  menace  his  immediate  dis^^ 
solution.  Early  in  June,  after  the  King*s  birth- 
day, having  quitted  Grosvenor-Square,  he  re- 
tired to  Roehampton,  where  his  recovery  was 
confidently  expected  by  his  friends.  Indeed, 
neither  Fox  nor  Burke  seem  to  have  been  pre- 
pared for  his  decease,  though  the  former,  with 
the  manly,  but,  imprudent  -decision  that 
marked  his  political  character,  instantly  deter- 
mined either  to  keep  possession  of  the  Trea- 
sury by  Proxy,  or  to  resign  his  office.  Burke, 
though  he  personally  detested  Lord  Shelbume, 
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yet  would,  I.  believe,  have  gladly  retained  his 
situation,  under .  a  new  first  Minister  of  the 
King's  Election :  but  he  could  not  separate 
himself  frpm  Fox.     On  that  day,   they  held 
a  long  conversation,  evidently   of  the   most 
interesting  and  serious   description,   in  the 
Court  of  Requests,  where  they  continued  walk- 
ing backwards  and  forwards,   long  afler  the 
Speaker  had  taken  the  Chair.   At  length  they 
both  repaired  to  the  House,  where  the  Mar- 
quis's death  being  announced,  warm  Eulogiums 
were  conferred  on  his  Memory  from  various 
quarters.    An  amiable  and  a  respectable  indi- 
vidual, rather  than  a  superior  man,  nature  had 
not  designed  him  to  be  the  first  Minister  of  a 
great  country.     Junius  well  characterizes  his 
formation  of  mind,  when  he  speaks  of  "  the 
"   mild,   but   determined  integrity  of  Lord 
"  Rockingham."  Yet  was  there,  as  thatWritor 
elsewhere  observes,  a  degree  of  "  Debility'* 
in  his  virtue  :  but  the  moderation  of  his  cha- 
racter tempered  the  ardour  of  Fox,  and  im- 
posed limits  on   Burke's  enthusiasm. 

The  state  of  his  frame  and  health,  which, 
even  in  Iris  youth  had  never  been  robust ;  and 
both  which  were  believed  to  have  suffered^se- 
verely  in  consequence  of  some  imprudent  gal-, 
lantries,    while  pursuing  his  travels  in  ilje 
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soufh  of  Italyi  at  an  early  period  of  his  life; 
incapacitated  him  for  dose  or  continued  appli- 
cation, during  tlie  short  period  of  his  Admini- 
stftition.    The  Princess  of  Franca  Villa  was 
commonly  supposed  to  have  bestowed  on  him 
thfe  sttoie  fatal  present,  which  the  "  Belle  Fer- 
Toniere"  conferred  on  Francis  the  First,  King 
df  France ;  and  which,  as  we  learn  from  Bur- 
net,  the  Countess  of  Soutiiesk  was  said  to  have 
entailed  on  James,    Duke  of  York,    after-* 
wards  James    the    Second.      The  Princess 
was   stfll  living  when   I  vi^ted    Ns^les  in 
the  year   1779;    and  Sir  William  Hamilton 
assured  me,  that  she  always  expressed  the 
utmost  concern  for  the  unintentional  npiislbr- 
tune  which  the  Marquis's  attachment  had  pro- 
duced, as  w^ll  ^us  for  its  supposed  results. 
Leaving  no  issue,  the  greater  part  of  his  vast 
landed   property,    as  well    as    his  Borough 
interests,  descended  to  his  nephew,  Earl  Fitz- 
^iUiam.    In  Lord  Rockingham's  person  too, 
becflRttHe  extinct  the  title    and  Dignity  of  a 
British  Mar^t^fV;  he  being  the  sde  individual 
in  the  Kingdom  who  then  possessed  that  high 
iriltnk;  to  which  Mr.  Pitt  has  since  elevated 
d!^ng  his  Administration,  eleven  {ndiridnals} 
besides  crea^ng  nine  Irish  Marquises,  where 
ihtve  ^n^t  previously  ^xiflt^one  Peerof  l2tat 
mits.    Svt^h  hiMs  hoga  «he  |ir<^£giou8  encrease 


<^  B^erages,  dining  thfe  present  Reign !  Un- 
•question^I^,  Mr.  Pitt,  in  thus  augmenting  the 
-ftnmbesiis  6f  the  House  of  I^rds,  was  not  ani. 
iiftaied  by  the  same  intention  as  the  Romans 
^attributed  to  thefiM  6f  the  Caesars,  when  he 
lencf  eased  Ae  Senate  to  nine  hundred ;  or  as 
-Suetonius  expresses  it,  **  Senatum  supplevit/* 
But,  it  will  be  nevertheless  for  our  descendants 
to  decide,  how  fkr  he  has  practically  produced 
•  similar  efiect  on  the  Constitution  of  Great 
Britain,  with  the  pernicious  consequence 
which  flowed  fhjm  the  augmentation  of  the 
Roman  Senate  by  Caesar. 

If  Fox  would  havfe  submitted  to  retain  hist 
Office  as  Secretary  of  State,  under  Lord  Shel- 
bume,  after  the  decease  of  the  Marquis  ^ 
Rockingham,  it  is  not  to  be  questioned  that 
the  King,  whatever  personal  objections  or 
didike  he  might  have  "Mi  towards  Fox,  would 
from  4)riidential  motiveis,  have  allowed  him 
to  continue  in  the  Cabinet*  Nor  can  it  admit 
of  a  doubti  that  Fox,  by  consenting  to  hold 
hb  own  situation,  would  have  induced  Lord 
John  Gavttidish,  over  whom  he  always  exercis* 
td  ^n  unbounded  Ascendsmt,  to foUowhii  ex^ 
attipte.  Bi]xke,Wlto'matttfestedl2tegi'eistt^^^ 
ItfCiMidfe  to^eprft  the  Pay  (MRce,  required  rather 
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appeared  to  feel  any  spontaneous  disposition 
towards  resigning  so  lucrative  an  appointment, 
of  which  he  had  scarcely  tasted  the  ifirst  fruits. 
Fox's  private  circumstances  were  moreover 
so  desperate,  as  to  dictate  some  attention  to 
them  ;  and  many  of  his  friends  stood  in  a  simi- 
lar predicament.  But,  his  indignation  at  see- 
ing the  helm  of  the  State  transferred  to  Lord 
Shelburne,  when  added  to  his  knowledge  of 
he  secret  machinations  which  had  preceded  it^ 
extinguished  or  superseded  every  other  senti- 
ment in  his  bosom.  He  peremptorily  de- 
manded, either  that  the  Duke  of  Portland 
should  be  immediately  recalled  from  Ireland, 
in  order  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury, as  the  Representative  of  the  deceased 
Marquis,  and  the  acknowledged  Chief  of  the 
Whig  party ;  or  he  tendered  to  His  Majesty, 
liis  own  instant  Resignation.  His  offer  was  ac- 
cepted ;  and  that  of  Lord  John  Cavendish,  as 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  accompanied 
it,  at  the  same  time. 

When  we  calmly  examine  the  motives  by 
vhich  Fox  was  actuated  in  thus  throwing  up 
his  Office,  we  must  admit  that  he  cpnsulted 
iQore  his  passions  than  his  reason  ;  since  he 
lay  under  no  necessity  of  sacrificing  either 
bis  country^  or  his  principles,  to  the  prqserva- 
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tion  of  his  employment.  Lord  Shelbume's  in- 
sincerity or  duplicity  could  not  ojperate  to  pro- 
duce the  public  ruin,  except  by  the  measures 
that,  in  his  capacity  of  first  Minister,  he  might 
bring  forward:  and  whatever  repugnance  he 
might  individually  feel  to  grant  the  Americaii 
colonies  unconditional  independence,  yet  the 
majority  of  the  Cabinet,  after  Fox*s  and  Lord 
John  Cavendish's  secession,  compelled  him 
ultimately  to  adopt  that  principle.  By  retain- 
ing his  place  under  the  new  first  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  Fox  would  therefore  have  secured 
his  adherence  to  the  late  Marqim's  plans ;  or 
on  his  departure  from  them.  Fox  would  have 
carried  Pariiament  and  the  Coimtry  with  him, 
by  instantly  refusing  longer  to  conoperate  with 
a  Minister,  who  evaded  or  declined  recognizing 
the  Sovereignty  of  the  thirteen  States.  Nor 
could  Lord  Keppel  and  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond havethen  separated  themselves  from  him. 
If,  instead  of  the  violent  step  that  he  took,  he 
had  acted  with  temper,  he  would  have  advanced 
the  puhUc  interests,  while  he  consolidated  his 
own  tenure  of  Office.  The  King  and  Lord 
Shelbume,  however  much  they  might  have  de* 
sired  to  dismiss  him,  could  not  have  ventured 
on  it,  without  a.  pretence.  Pitt  might  probably 
^ave  become  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
VOL.  II.  a 
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Departmrat ;  and  a  very  strong  Government 
tnust  have  arisen,  from  which  Lord  North,  as 
well  as  his  adherents,  would  have  been  altoh 
gether  excluded.  But,  in  order  to  have  pro- 
duced this  benefit  to  the  State,  it  was  neces- 
sary for  Fox  to  begin  by  obtaining  a  triuQiph 
over  himself.  He  preferred  more  dietatorkd 
measures,  which,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months,  compelled  him  either  to  behold  his 
enemy  confirmed  in  power,  after  making. 
Peace,  while  himself  and  his  adherents  ree^ 
inained  on  the  Opposition  Bench ;  pr  regard- 
less,  of  ccinseqqences,  to  ibrm  a  junction  with 
Lord  North,  and  storm  the  Cabinet  a  second 
time.  Such  was  the  injurious  result  of  Im  in* 
temperate  precipitation. 

Fox,  in  taking  this  decisive  step,  probdbly 
flatsered  himself  that  it  would  have  iterated 
to  a  wider  extent,  than  actually  happened. 
Though  he  could  not  rationally  hope  that 
either  Lord  Camden  or  the  Duke  of  Ghrafton 
Would  resign ;  and  though  he  ought  not  td 
have  supposed  that  General  Conway  would 
do  so  ^  since  not  one  of  these  Ministers  de* 
p«ded  on  the  late  Marquis  of  Roddngham ; 
yet  he  cerkvnky  calculated  that  his  uncle  the 
Duke  of  Bidunondf  as  vdH  at  Lord  Keppet* 


would  imitate  his  example^    In  tibfe  expec-^ 
tation,  be  was,  hawever,  disa{^inted.    Tbeiy 
both  expressed,  indeed,,  in  the  Upper  House 
of  Parliament,  their  gre^t  reg<ret  at  his  se- 
C€»i9ioii;    but  tbey  declined   fbllowing  him 
out  of  the  Cad)inet,  and  stated  the  motives 
for  t|i«u:  detennination.     It  remained  diir* 
iQg   some  tin\e  doubtfbl,  whether  Mr.  Fttt 
would    have    been   appointed   one   of   the 
Secretaries  of  JStete,  or  placed  in  the  post- 
of  ChancdiloQr  of  the  Exchequer.    The  tatter 
employment  ims  finally  conferred   on  himr 
Mr*  Thomaa  Townsend  succeeded  Lord  Shel« 
burne  in  the  Home  Department ;    leaving 
the  post  of  Secretary  at  War  to  Sir  George 
Y^^nge.    The  Foreign  Office,  vacated  by  Toiti 
was  last  filled  up,  aijd  given  to  Lord  Gran» 
tbM^*     Hoiwever  inftriqr  in  energy  and  bril* 
liaiiey  of  intellect  to  his  predecessor,  hopos* 
s^MS^d  aolid,.  though  not  emineiKt  paxts^  addecf 
to  A  lupiowledge  of  foreign  aAiirs  and  of  Bu« 
ixs^i  having  resided  several  yesas  mth  great^ 
rejiutAtiaa  as  Embassad^  «t  the  ©enf t  ef 
Mftdrid.  ;        . 


Twt>  of  liha  Lordd  ^  ^  IVeaafny  t^ 
loired  Mr.  Fox  out  of  Office.  One,  Lot^^ 
.41jA»9irpe»    luis  siooe  -fflted  witb  BeiMr-  to^ 
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himself,  and  advaatage  to  the  public,  as  Earl 
Spencer,  a  high  Cabinet  Office  under  Mr. 
{^tt's  Administration.  Frederick  Montagu, 
the  other,  a  man  equally  respectable  for  pro- 
bity and  for  talents,  afterwards  raised  to  the 
Dignity  of  a  Privy  Councillor  j  was  a  devoted 
adherent  of  the  Cavendish  and  Rockingham 
interest  Mr.  Richard  Jackson,  and  Mr.  Ed- 
ward James  Eliot,  succeeded  to  these  Vacan- 
cies. The  former  gentleman,  one  of  Lord 
Shelbume's  intimate  friends,  bred  to  the  Bar, 
had  obtained,  from  the  universality  of  his 
information  on  all  topics,  as  I  have  already 
had  occasion  to  remark,  the  appellation  of 
<<  Omniscient  Jackson.'*  Mr.  Eliot  afterwards 
married  Lady  Harriet  Pitt,  sister  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer ;  and  his  father,  early 
in  1784,  .was  created  a  Peer,  while  the  new 
first  Minister  .had  still  to  contend  against  a 
Majority  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
remaining  Metnber  of  the  Treasury  Board, 
Mr.  Jamies  Grenville, .  whom  we  have  like-» 
wise  seen  elevated  by. Mr.  Pitt  to  the  British 
Peerage,  at  a  later  period  of  his  Adminis- 
tration ;  did  not  think  proper  to  imitate  the 
Example,  of  his  Cdleagues.  Mr.  Thomas  Orde, 
who  became  one  of  the  two  Secretaries  o£  the 
new  Treasury  j  Uke.Mr.  Gxenville,  terminated 
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his  career  as  a  Commoner^  on'  the  Teiy:  sfone 
day,  fifteen  years  afterwards,  by  a  removal  to 
the  upper  House  of  Parliament.  The  Peerage 
formed,  indeed,  the  Euthanasia,  the  naturd 
Translation  of  all  Mr.  Pitt's  favourite  adhe* 
rents,:  friends,  and  relations,  either  by  Gon« 
sanguinity,  or  by  alliance.  It  must  be  ad** 
mitted  that  Mr.  Ode  had  a  double  preten- 
sion to  it,  from  his  services,  and  his  matrix 
monial  connection.  While  a  Member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  he  had  distinguished 
himself  by  drawing  up  more  than  one  of  the 
most  able  Reports  of  the  "Secret  Committee,** 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Causes  of  the 
War  in  the  Carnatic,  of  which  Committee  he 
was  a  leading  Member.  But,  his  best  claim 
consistedJu  having  married  the  natural  daugh- 
ter of  Charles,  Duke  of  Bolton  ;  in  virtue  of 
which  imion,  and  from  the  failure  of  male  issue 
in  the  person  of  the  succeeding  Duke,  Mr.Orde 
became  eventually  possessed  of  some  of  the 
finest  estates  of  that  illustrious  family.  The 
Title  itself,  diminished  to  a  Barony,  was  revived 
in  him,  together  with  the  name  of  Powlett. 
Lord  Korth  remained  an  inactive,  though  not 
an  unconcerned,  or  a  silent  spectator,  of  this 
new  convulsion  in  the  Councils  of  the  Crown, 
v^hich  had  so  soon  expelled  from  the  Cabin^^t 
*3 
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one  of  tb»  two  parties^  by  wh6lii  he  wu  himadf 
dtiVea  finti  poKieet^  Of  HI  those  individoab 
wfaohftd  supported  hk  Adikamstrntioo^  or  ai^ 
bap&i  any  eminent  situation  under  it^  only 
two  q[uitted  him,  in  order  to  be  received  into 
Lord  Shelbiirne's  cinifid^ice  and  nlinifitryi 
The  Lord  Advocate  of  ScotlaAd^  Mn  Dundac^ 
after  eight  years  Adherencd,  now  abandoned 
altogether  his  antient  political  leader;  and 
imitating  the  precedent  exhibited  by  Mr.  Fltt^ 
took  officei  by  accepting  the  Treisurership  of 
the  Navy.  From  this  period^  th^y  continued 
for  the  remainder  of  their  lives^  inteparable  ia 
good>  as  wtU  as  in  adverse  fortune.  I^xrd 
Mulgn^ure  followed  Dundas's  example  Hie 
|>ttke  of  Portland^  who»  as  being  devoted  to 
the  Rodangfaam  interest,  adopted  Mr.  Fox'a 
line  of  conduct,  vn^s^  suodeeded  in  the  Lord 
lieuttoancy  of  Irei^d,  by  Earl  Teiiapie; 
:a  Nobleman  of  vety  considerable  taknts, 
tliough  inferior  in  energy  of  mind  andcharac* 
ter,  to  eidier  of  his  brothers. 

Th>6  ititenruption  which  so  importsftt  a 
diang%  in  the  Goveii»inent  occasioni^d  in  tbe 
oi^iiiary  busineis  of  the  Houae  of  Gommoat, 
pi«vented  any  discussiOn  ttom  arittiog  in  thftt 
Mietftbly  during  so^e  daysy  retetl^e  4^  'die 


CAuaes  and  mbtiv0$  of  :Mr;  Fm:'«  r^iJgxiatmK 
But  an  oocasion  soon  prteented  iUdfi  wbie^ 
enabled  him  to  state  all  his  giievaQcesi>  to  vs^ 
fold  some  portion  of  th^  my$\»ry  that  pervaded 
bis  conducts  and  to  bring  fonni^u^d  the  hea« 
viest  cliarges  against  the  new  firM  JLord  of  tihie 
Treasury.  A  pension  of  three  thousand,  twd 
hundred  pounds  a  year  bftving  been  granted 
to  Colonel  Barre^  by  the  Admintiatriltion  of 
which  Lord  Rockingham  constituted  the 
head ;  and  another  very  considerable  pension 
given  at  the  sattie  time  to  IxmxI  Ashburtcm^ 
the  two  principal  friends,  of  Lord  Shdburlle 
in  both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  these  grants^ 
the  confiideratioii  of  which  was  unexpectedly 
brought  forward,  became  severely  atraigned^ 
It  seemed,  indeed^  impossible  not  to  fed  A 
d^fee  of  aat^iislubexit  at  co«iteiii|)lating  sudi 
proSi^e  donations  of  the^public  moneys  made 
b^  iben  ^bo  condemned  Lord  North's  w4nt  of 
e<N)nomy  (  who  were  with  d^oulty  indueed  to 
give  a  pension  of  two  thousand  pounds  a  year 
to  LordRodney,for  having  defeated  theFreneh 
fleets  and  saved  Jamaica  i  who,  themselves  had 
recently  reduced  the  Household  of  the  Sove* ' 
reign  $  and  who  loudly  asserted  t^eir  peu 
somI  disintere«tedn€||9su  Fox  admitted  that 
the  deceased  Marquia^  his  friejidi  had  ^M^ 
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curred  in  recommending  the  pensions  con^ 
ierred  on  Lord  Ashburton,  and  on  Barre: 
but  he  entreated  the  House  to  observe,  that 
while  Lord  ^dibume's  adherents  received 
such  distinguishing  marksf  of  the  bounty  of 
the  Crown^  the  fiiUowers  of  Lord  Rocking-^ 
ham,  many  of  whom  could  plead  equal  merit, 
and  equal  want,  remained  without  provision 
of  any  kind* 

After  thus  in  some  measure  remcmng  the 
odium  attached  to  the  ac^t,  from  that  party 
of  which  he  formed  a  member  j  he  accused 
the  new  first  Minister  of  the  most  unworthy 
duplicity,  of  the  complete  abandonment  of 
every  political  principle  on  which  he  professed 
to  have  come  into  Office,  and  of  an  intention 
to  protect,  as  well  as  to  dieher  ddinquents^ 
Having  next  enumerated  the  great  points  on 
which  Lord  Shelbume  and  he  had  differed  in 
the  Cabinet,  among  which  he  particularly 
specified  the  question  of  conceding  Indepen^ 
dence  to  America ;  he  concluded  by  heaping 
upon  that  Mobleman,  imputation^  more  severe 
and  humiliating,  if  possible,  than  the  charges  ' 
with  which,  during  many  years,  he  had  pro-' 
fusely  loaded  Lord  North*  In  the  warmth  of 
his « indignation,  he  even  ventured  to  predict 


the  probabflify,  that 'with  a  view  to/maintai^ 
possession  of  the  power  so  acquired,  Lord 
Shelbume  would  not  scruple  to  ap{dy  for  stip^ 
J>orty  to  the  very  men  whom  the  House  and 
the  nation  had  recently  driven  from  their  offi- 
dal  situations.  He  unfortunately  did  not 
then  foresee,  that  within  seven  Months  from 
the  time  when  he  was  speaking,  he  should, 
himsdf,  in  order  to  re-enter  the  Cabinet,  form 
a  junctimi  with  the  expelled  Minister,  whom 
he  had  so  long  held  up  to  national  resentment, 
and  towards  whom  he  still  professed  th6  ut- 
most alienation.  Such  were  the  inconsisten* 
cies  and  contradictions,  into  which  the  Am- 
bition of  Fox:  betrayed  him }  and  from  which, 
all  the  splendor  of  his  talents  could  not  extri- 
cate his  public  character,  without  eventually 
incurring  imputations,  nearly  as  heavy  as  those 
which  he  lavished  on  his  political  opponents. 

The  members  of  the  new  Administration 
diverged  on  this  occasion,  in  widely  diiiferent 
Ifnes.  General  Conway,  with  that  "  unde- 
"  termined  discretion  "  imputed  to  him  by 
«  Junius,"  contented  himself  by  endeavour^ 
ing  to  justify  his  own  line  of  conduct,  and 
that  of  the  Cabinet  Ministers  who  had  de- 
dined  to  imitate  the  example  of  Fox ;  which 
he  did  rather  with  caution  and  delicacy,  than 
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inith  any  asperity  or  acrimony.  But»  Fitt,  now 
betome  Chancellor  of  the  Elchequer,  rism^^ 
hi  his  place^  and  observing  none  q£  these  per« 
sonal  managements,  boliUy  accused  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  with  sacrificing  his  coun? 
try  to  his  ambition,  his  interest,    or  his  en* 
mities ;  charged  him  with  being  at  variance, 
not  with  principles  or  measures,  but  with 
men ;  and  claimed  the  support  of  the  HousA 
no  longer  than  he  should  maintain  tiiat  Sys« 
tem,  on  which  the  late  Administration  had 
been  driven  from  power.    For  the  first  titaej 
the  country  beheld  two  individuals,  who  might 
hitherto   be  said  to  have  fought  under  the 
same  standard,  openly  opposed  to  e4ch  othier  i 
and  who  were  destined  never  more,   during 
their  lives,    under  any  change   of  ditcumr 
stances,  to  act  in  political  union.    In  facti 
from  this  period,  though  Lord  North  remain* 
ed  ostensibly  at  the  head  of  one  great  party, 
and  though  Lord  Shelburae,  who  occupied 
the  place  of  first  Minister,  was  n(»nibaUy  the 
chief  of  another  j  yet  they  ceased  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  principal  personages  in  the  state. 
iPitt  and  Fox  attracting  far  more  atteootion, 
teere  regarded  by  the  nation  at  laige,  no  less 
than  by  Parliament,  as  rival  Candidates  ifar 
the  future  govemmeint  of  lite  coimtry. 
loth  July.]  Lord  Shelburtie^  when  attadc- 


•d  in  the  House  of  Peers»    respedii^  the 
penfiions  granted  to  his  two  friends,  {)articu<^ 
larly  on  that  given  to  Borre,  which  excited  the 
greatest  eoniment;  endeavoured  to  shift  the 
origin,  ^okd  consequently  the  odium  of  havings 
c^mfeired  the  latter,  on  Lord  Rockingham. 
In  this  attempt  h,^  proved,  however,  eminent^ 
ly  unfortunate,  as  his  assertions  on  the  sub- 
ject, produced  in  both  Houses  of  Parliiunent^ 
the  most  unqualified  contradictions  from  the 
connexions    or   adherents  of  the   deceteed 
Marquis.      However  painful  or  humiliating 
sudi  affi^<Hits  must  have  been,  whidi  impeach* 
ed  his  per8<mal  veracity,  equally  as  a  mtoi^  and 
as  a  Minister,  he  nevertheless  submitted  to 
tiaem^  without  making  any  further  effiirt  to 
justify  himself  in  the  dpiniofi  of  the  public; 
and  the  circumstances  that  attended  the  Pro^^ 
TQfpAion  of  Parliament,   seemed  to  indioite 
hii^    impatience    under   the  deliberations  of 
that  Assembly,  as  w^U  as  his  apprehensions  of 
the  ii&^ession  made  on  many  imiividuals,  by 
Fox's  accusfttionft.   Lord  Shelbume's  courage^ 
which  was  unquestionable^  had  been  prbved  in 
the  duel  that  he  fought  with  Colonel  lUlerton^ 
It  speared  there&»re  in^posisihle  tx>  wappose 
that  he  would  have  tamely  endured  such  im* 
pulations  ^  his  private  charatiter,  if  he  had 
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possessed  the  means  of  effectually  repelling 
&em.  Even  oh  the  subject  of  granting  Ame- 
rican Independence,  there  was  so  much  am- 
biguity, if  not  tergiversation  and  contradic- 
tion in  all  his  Parliamentary  speeches,  as 
greatly  tended  to  persuade  mankind,  that  Fox's 
allegations  respecting  Lord  Shelbume's  disin- 
clination to  concede  the  point,  must  have  had  a 
foundation  in  truth.  The  very  principle  on 
which  he  avowed,  when  addressing  the  House 
of  Peers,  that  he  retained  his  place  in  the 
councils  of  the  Crown,  seemed  incompatible 
with  strict  regard  to  political  rectitude.  For 
he  declared  in  the  plainest  language,  that 
he  was  not  only  adverse  in  his  own  judg- 
ment, to  acknowledging  the  independence  of 
the  thirteen  Colonies  j  but  that  whenever  such 
a  rec(^ition  should  be  extorted  from  this 
country,  "  The  sun  of  British  glory  was  for 
**  ever  sefi  Yet  in  the  same  moment  he 
admitted,  that  as  the  majority  of  the  Rock«- 
ingham  Cabinet  were  of  an  opposite  opinion, 
he  acquiesced  in  the  measure;  which  mea- 
sure, though  destructive,  as  he  conceived,  to 
Great  Britain,  he  was  now  ready,  in  his  new 
capacity,  if  parliament  approved  it,  to  carry 
^lto  execution. 
No  imputatioDy  affixed   09   Lord    Nortb> 
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had  operated  with  more  force  in  his  dis** 
favor,  on  the  minds  of  the  public,  than  the 
assertion  of  his  enemies,  that  he  prosecuted 
the  American  war  in  opposition  to  his  own 
conviction,  from  a  love  of  place,  or  from  un- 
worthy subservience  to  the  Royal  will.  But, 
to  a  similar  charge^  the  new  First  Minister 
appeared  voluntarily  to  subject  himself.  Lee, 
who  had  filled  the  office  of  Solicitor  General 
under  the  late  Administration,  but  who  had 
quitted  his  employment  at  the  same  time  with 
the  other  adherents  of  the  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham ;  a  man  of  strong  parts,  though  of 
coarse  manners  ;  and  who  never  hesitated  to 
express  in  the  coarsest  language,  whatever  he 
thought ;  carried  his  indecorous  abuse  of  the 
new  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  to  even 
greater  lengths  than  any  other  individual  of 
the  party  dismissed  from  power.  He  de- 
scribed Lord  Shelbume  as  deficient  in  pro- 
bity, integrity,  and  every  estimable  quality 
that  ought  to  be  found  in  a  First  Minister 
of  Great  Britain;  though  he  admitted  tlmt 
Nobleman's  external  talents,  comprehensive 
information,  and  specious  accomplishments. 
The  House  of  Comnloits  formed  the  scene 
of  this  extraordinary  invective,  levelled  not 
80  much  against  the  public  conduct  or  mea- 
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ffiireS)  as  against  the  moral  character  ^  of  ai 
person  placed  in  the  highest  of&ce  c£  State. 
As  if  to  complete  their  attacks,  the  daily 
Newspapers  accused  him  of  having  under* 
ained  Lord  Rockingham  in  the  Royal  esteem^ 
by  the  most  unworthy  arts,  in  ordw  to  get 
possession  of  his  Office :  while  the  politioal 
Caricatures^  exhibited  in  the  shops  of  the 
Metropolis^  represented  Lord  Shelbume  ha^ 
bited  as  Guy  Faux ;  so  notorious  for  the  part 
that  was  assigned  him  in  the  ^  Gunpowder 
JHot/'  under  James  the  First ;  holding  a  d^ 
lanthom  in  his  hand,  advancing  under  cover 
<pf  the  ni^t»  to  Wow  up  the  Treasury. 

I  |th  July.3  Amidst  these  inauspicious 
and  painful  symptoms  of  public  qpinico^ 
commenced  tha.t  Nobleman's  Administration, 
jSven  to  the  last  moment  that  the  House  of 
Cpm^ns  r^maiined  sit^mg,  Burke^  among 
^  qi^erulous  lam^tatio^s  ths^  be  uttered 
^  h^ipg  so  9u4d^nly  ^ected  from  bis  0£Sc9 
<^  F|iym$^^  f¥f  th^  l?4fTceBi  a  misfojr^n^ 
"Vijc^^  d^mA  de^ly  to  affect  ¥1?  >  mingM 
^  k^ttijkftt  «3^«;Ni4tJKms  agwBst  tb^  £4^ty 
j|j94  defi^t  of  PiiafiQij^  in  the  First  Almis;^^ 
:]^  Fbl^ppc  ww^  wl;  shqrtf  in  the  middle,  by 
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of  the  Black  Rod^  seat  to  summon  the 
atkendaace  of  the  Members^  at  th^  Bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords;  wh^re  the  Kiiig»  already 
seated  on  the  throne,  yt^M  ready  to  pror<^ue 
^  Pteliament.  A  smgular  fact,  arising  ou| 
of  the  late  Reforms,  aocompanied  this  cere- 
mony. Among  the  Retrenchments  of  the 
Royid  housefadd  and  dignity,  which  Burke^s 
KU  had  made,  ^as  included,  as  has  been 
already  observed,  the  suppression  of  the  Jewc^ 
Office }  the  business  of  which  was  prmoipaUj^ 
conducted  by  Mr.  William  ]^gerton,  a  refa^ 
^on  of  the  Duke  of  Bridgewaker,  and  a  Mem- 
ber  of  the  House  of  Commons.:  The  BiU 
having  so  recently  passed  into  a  law,  no  new 
official. Regulation  had  been  adopted,  for  the 
removal  or  transportation  of  the  Paraphernalia 
of  the  Crown.  On  the  occasion  of  His  Ma*- 
jesty  going  to  Westminster,  to  prorogue  the 
two  Houses,  it  became  indispensable  to  eoif- 
vey  thither  the  Crown  and  Sceptre,  together 
with  various  other  artides  of  State.  The 
Master  of  the  Jewel  Office  being  suppressed 
in  whose  Department  these  dispositions  pre^ 
viQudy  lay ;  appfication  was  made  to  the  Lord 
Steward,  and  to  d^e  Lord  Chaml^eriain,  pray^ 
ing  that  Orders  might  be  issned  to  the  Keepctt^ 
of  the  ;fewels  in  the  Tower,  ibr  bringingthfeiHK 
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to  Westminster  on  the  day  of  the  Prorogation. 
But,  these  great  Officers  of  State,  not.  con- 
ceiving themselves  to  possess  a  power  of  in- 
ierference»  directions  were  at  length -dis^ 
patched  for  the  puipose,  from  the  Home 
Secretary  of  State's  Office.  After  soine  con- 
iultation  held,  relative  to  the  safest  mode  of 
qonve3ring  these  Royal  ornaments;  none  of 
the  King's  carriages  being  sent.  to.  receive 
them,  application  was  next  made  to  the  Ma^ 
l^strates  at  fiow-Street,  who  detached  four 
Or  five  stout  Agents  of  the.  Police,  for  their 
jMTOtection.  Two  Hackney  Coaches  being 
provided,  ia  which  the  various  articles  were 
placed;  with  a  view  to  render  the  transporta* 
tion  of  thcM^n  more  private,  the  Procession  set 
out  drcuitously  from  the  Tower,  by  the  New 
j^oad;  entering  London  again  at  Portland- 
Street,  and  so  proceeded  down  to  Westminster. 
The  blinds  were  kept  up  the  whole  way ;  and 
after  the  Prorogation,  they  returned  by  the 
f^me  Road,  without  experiencing  any  acci* 
dent.  But,  it  is  unquestionable,  that  eight  or 
ten  desperate  fellows,  had  they  been  apprized 
o£  the  circumstance,  might  have  easily  over** 
powered  the  persons  employed,  and  have  car- 
ried off  the  Jewelsw-The  memorable  enterprize 
ota Cplpoel  Blood,  under  Charles  theSecond^ 
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who  got  possession  of  the  Crown  and  Sceptre; 
though  he  ultimately  failed  was  in  fact,  a  far 
more  hazardous  undertaking,  as  he  actually 
entered  the  Tower;  whereas  in  the  present 
instance,  the  Attempt  might  have  been  made 
in  the  Street,  or  in  the  New  Road.  Any  ac* 
cident  of  the  kind  would  necessarily  have 
thrown  some  degree  of  ridicule,  as  well  aa  of 
hlame,  on  a  syitem  of  economy,  productive 
of  ^uch  consequences  in  its  outset. 

Among  the  interesting  features  of  the  Se^ 
sion  of  Parliament  before  us,  which,  on  ac- 
count of  a  degree  of  mystery  or  ambiguity, 
accompanying  them,  greatly  exercised  public 
curiosity ;  may  be  reckoned  the  Proceedings 
commenced  against  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold. 
I  say  commenced,  because  they  never  were 
prosecuted  to  any  consummation.  This  Gen- 
tleman returned,  as  has  been  already  men- 
tioned, from  Madras,  early  in  178 1,  under 
Imputations  the  most  injurious  to  his  fame* 
He  was  accused  of  havings  while  Governor  of 
that  important  Settlement,  not  only  amassed 
by  every  unbecoming  means,  aa  immense 
fortune  j  but,  of  first  provoking  a  war  with 
Hyder  Ally,  by  acts  of  imprudent  aggres^ 
slon,    and  then  of  abandoning  the  country 
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entrusted  to  his  care,  with  pusillanimous  or 
interested  precipitation.  These  charges,  which 
were  solemnly  brought  against  him  by  Mr. 
Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  as 
Chairman  of  the  Secret  Committee  appointed 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  to  enquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  War  in  the  Gamatic,  pro- 
duced a  deep  impression  on  the  public  mind. 
We  have  already  seen  the  steps  which  were  im- 
mediately adopted  by  the  Legislature,  to  tie 
up  and  impound  Sir  Thomas's  person,  as  well 
as  his  fortune.  But,  in  addition  to  these 
precautions,  a  Bill  for  inflicting  on  him  pains 
and  penalties,  as  a  man  who  had  been  guilty 
of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  was  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Dundas  himself 

Such  a  measure,  which  excited  general 
approbation,  appeared  to  be  worthy  the  na- 
tional justice,  exerted  in  punishing  a  great 
public  culprit.  The  line  of  policy  pursued 
by  Hastings,  when  Governor-General  of  Ben- 
gal, might  possibly  have  led  to  many  mis- 
fortunes, and  might,  perhaps,  merit  con- 
demnation. But  his  motives  were  admitted, 
even  by  his  enemies,  to  have  been  splendid 
and  elevated,  however  pernicious,  as  they 
asserted,  in  their  operation  or  consequences. 
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The  mal-administration  of  Rumbold,  on  the 
contrary,  seemed  only  directed  to  sordid  and 
selfish  purposes*  ,  Every  party,  it  was  there* 
fore  hoped,  would  concur  in  carrying  through 
such  a  Bill ;  and  though  Mr.  Dundas,  after 
the  termination  of  Lord  North's  Ministry, 
no  longer  acted  in  an  official  situation,  yet, 
in  his  capacity  of  Chairman  of  "  the  Secret 
Committee,"  he  spoke  from  a  great  emi- 
nence, and  might  expect  universal  support. 
Least  of  all,  it  was  supposed,  [could  the 
Rockingham  party,  who  had  just  come  into 
power,  who  professed  to  call  to  a  severe  ac- 
count, all  such  as  had  plundered  or  injured 
the  Country,  and  who  loudly  demanded  an  £n>- 
quiryinto  East-India  delinquencies,  attempt 
to  throw  obstacles  in  the  path  of  jus^ce. 
Under  these  circumstances,  all  men  expected^ 
and  most  men  hoped,  that  the  Bill  in  question 
would  have  speedily  found  its  way  throng 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  have  finally 
passed  into  a  law.  The  fact,  nevertheless, 
turned  out  completely  otherwise.  Meanwhile 
the  Session  advanced :  a  fuU  attendance,  bb 
Mr.  Dundas  asserted  and  complained,  could 
not  be  procured:  and  whether  from  the 
operation  of  that  Cause,  or  from  «ny  other 
Reason  more  concealed,  noprogresi  wasmade 
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in  the  business.  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold's  per- 
son  and  property  remained,  it  is  true,  se- 
questered or  restrained ;  but,  beyond  that 
temporary  interposition,  no  permanent  pu- 
nishment was  inflicted  on  him. 

Men  who  had  anticipated  much  more  vi- 
gorous and  speedy,  as  well  as  decisive  pro- 
i^eedings,  and  who  beheld  the  (Apposed  cri- 
minal thus  elude  or  escape,  as  it  were,  the 
grasp  of  national  pursuit;  reasoned  and  com- 
mented  on  the  Fact,  Malignity  or  Credulity 
invented  reasons  for  whatever  appeared  inex- 
plicable throughout  the  Transaction.  Secret 
springs  were  asserted  to  have  been  touched, 
:which  had  arrested  or  paralyzed  the  exertions 
of  the  Prosecutor.  Time,  place,  and  circum- 
iitances,  were  even  particularized ;  all  which, 
though  perhaps  untrue  or  imaginary,  seemed 
nevertheless,  not  only  in  themselves,  possible, 
but,  so. well  fabricated,  and  so  minutely  de- 
railed, as  to  appear  highly  probable.  I  shall, 
Jiowever,  relate  only  such  Facts  as  atre  un- 
.questionably  authentic. 

.  Rumbold,  though  a  man  of  low  extraction^ 
md  of  a  mean  education,  did  not  by  any 
means  want  activity,  judgment,   or  talents* 


1782/]  memoirs;  245 

I  knew  him  well.     In  his  person  he  was  well 
made  ^nd  handsome ;  but  his  features,  though 
regular   and    manly,    contained  nothing  in 
them  prepossessing.  His  successful  exertions^ 
while  Governor  of  Madras^  in  reducing  Pon- 
dicherry,  had  elevated  him  to  the  dignity  of  a 
Baronet.     On  his  arrival  in  England,  aware 
of  the  storm  that  impended  over  him,  he  im- 
mediately contrived  to  get  into  Parliament ; 
by  which  means  he  came  into  daily  ccdlision 
and  communication  with  those,  who  might 
either  injure^    or  could  defend  him.    That 
be  was  not  idle,  is  certain ;  and  he  attempted 
in « his  place,  as  a  Member  of  the  House,  to 
justify  himself  from  the   charges    exhibited 
against  him,  with  some  ability.     In  addition, 
however,    to  these  efforts,    he    soop  found 
means  to  conciliate  a  Friend,  who  was  sup- 
posed to  have  laboured  efficaciously  towards 
his  extrication. 

That  Friend,  who  was  Mr.  Rigby,  the 
late  Paymaster  of  the  Forces,  having  enjoyed 
during  a  great  number  of  years,  one  of  the 
most  profitable  places  under  the  Crown,  with- 
out any  Colleague,  had  acquired  a  large  for- 
tune. But,  his  luxurious  and  expensive  man- 
ner of  living  in  town ;  his  magnificent  Seat  aft 
R  3 
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Mistley  Hall  in  Essex,  where  he  maintained 
a  isplendid  establishment  of  every  kind  ;  when 
added  to  his  purchases,  of  landed  property,  had 
exhausted  even  means  so  vast,  and  left  him, 
as  it  were,  necessitous  in  the  midst  of  wealths 
In  this  situation  of  his  a&irs,  the  sudden  ter- 
termination  of  Lord  North's  Administration, 
not  only  deprived  him  of  his  Employment; 
but,  in  consequence  of  the  system  of  reform 
adc^ted  by  the  new  Ministers,  and  in  parti- 
cular from  the  Regulations  introduced  by 
Burke,  his  successor  in  the  Pay-office,  which 
compelled  him  to  pay  into  the  Exchequer, 
the  immense  Balances  of  public  money  re- 
maining in  his  hands  ;  Rigby  became  involved 
in  great  pecuniary  embarrassments.  These 
Balances  having  been  vested  by  him  in  Mort- 
gages, or  in  other  securities ;  and  the  public 
Funds  suffering  then  under  great  depression, 
it  could  not  be  in  fact  an  easy  matter,  to 
find  the  means  of  answering  promptly  the 
Demands  made  upon  him  by  Government, 
for  repayment. 

Rumbold  had  brought  with  him  from  the 
East,  as  Verres  did  from  Sicily,  very  ample 
Resources,  which  he  well  knew  how  to  use, 
in  time  of  need,  for  his  own  protection ;  and 
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Rigby's  situation^  which  was  generally  un* 
derstood)    might   render  a  loan  of  money 
peculiarly  convenient.     That  gentleman  hikv- 
ing  no  children,  his  sister's  son  was  destined 
to  inherit  his  name  and  property.     Rumbold 
had  a  daughter,  whose  age  and  accom{^sh« 
ments  qualified  her  to  be  united  to  him  in 
noarriage.     The  alliance  being  agreed  on,  it 
was  supposed  that  by  the  Secret  Articles,  the 
Governor  advanced  to  his  Friend,  such  a  sum 
as  greatly  facilitated  those  piayments  of  the 
public  money,  which  he  was  necessitated  to 
furnish  without  delay.     After  entering  into 
so  close  a  connection,    cemented  by  such 
binding  ties,  it  might  be  esteemed  natural, 
and  even  venial,  that  Rigby  should  lend  his  re- 
ciftf ocal  aid  to  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold.,  Though 
no  longer  Paymaster  of  the  Forces,  Rigby  still 
possessed  great  capacities  of  being  useful;  and 
he  was  not  supposed  to  lie   under  the  do- 
minion of  any  fastidious    scruples.      Abova 
all,  his  intimate  friendship  with  Mr.  Dundas^ 
who  took  the  lead  in  the  Parliamentary  Pro- 
secution instituted  against  Rumbold,  might 
enable  Rigby  to  find  means  and  opportunitie£l 
'  of  diminishing  those  Prejudices,  or  softesoing 
those  Impressions,   that  operated  most  inj^e 
riously  against  the  accused  person.    No  proof 
R  4 
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h^beeD,  indeed,  ever  produced,  that  improper 
means  were  used  to  effect  this  object;  but  the 
public  being  in  possession  of  certain  facts,  and 
observing  that  the  proceedings  so  vigorously 
begun  in  Parliament  against  Rumbold,  seem- 
ed unaccountably  to  languish  and  expire, 
instead  of  being  propelled;  necessarily  infer-* 
red,  that  there  must  exist  some  latent  cause^ 
which  had  blunted  the  edge  of  the  weapoiL 
Rumbold,  it  is  certain,  finally  extricated 
himself;  though  whether  the  ostensible  rea- 
sons assigned  for  the  fact,  formed  the  only 
circumstances  that  conduced  to  his  escape ; 
or  whether  more  efficacious  and  cogent  ar- 
guments of  any  kind  were  used,  must  always 
remain  matter  of  conjecture  and  assertion, 
like  many  other  obscure  points  of  biographi- 
cal history. 

The  Session  being  now  terminated.  Lord 
Shelbume  might  be  regarded  as  secure  in  the 
possession  of  his  newly  acquired  power,  at 
least  for  several  Months.  During  that  interval, 
means,  it  was  naturally  imagined,  could  easily 
be  discovered,  of  cementing  and  confirming  the 
Ministiy.  Negotiations  for  peace  were  already 
begun  with  America,  which,  if  successful,  it 
was  probable,  must  eventually  lead  to  a  treaty 
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with  our  Europei^n  enemies. ,  The  talents  of 
the  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  were  consider^ 
ed  as  eminently  adapted  to  diplomatic  discus- 
sions ;  in  the  conduct  of  which»  his  know- 
ledge of  the  foreign  interests  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  his  acquaintance  with  the  Continental 
Courts,  enabled  him,  it  was  said,  to  act  at 
once  with  vigor  and  perspicuity.  If  he  had 
lost  the  abilities  of  Fox  and  Burke  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  he  had  on  the  other 
hand  secured  and  attached  to  him  two  men 
no  less  able,  Pitt,  and  Dundas.  He  more- 
over possessed  the  confidence  of  the  Sove- 
reign, who,  as  all  men  supposed,  would,  from 
necessity,  if  not  from  inclination,  support. a 
Minister  preferred  by  himself  to  his  present 
Ofiice.  Lord  North  might  even,  it  was  hoped, 
feel  a  far  stronger  disposition  to  join  the  ac- 
tual Administration,  whenever  Parliament 
should  meet  again,  than  to  unite  with  the 
Rockingham  Party,  his  inveterate  enemies. 
Under  this  aspect  of  public  affairs,  though 
Lord  Shelbume  neither  stood  high  in  the  na- 
tional opinion,  as  a  man^of  severe  integrity 
^md  probity,  like  his  deceased  predecessor, 
the  Marquis,  of  Rockingham;  nor  could 
command  that  Parliamentary  strength,  which 
Lord    North    stUl    in   some    measure    in- 
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fluenced  or  led}  yet  many  persons  cm- 
sidered  his  tenure  of  Office  as  by  no  means 
precarious,  and  augured  well  of  its  du- 
ration. 

Burke's  invectives  against  the  first  Minister, 
which  continued  to  the  last  instant  that  the 
forms  of  Parliament  permitted,  were  never- 
theless suspended  while  the  Prorogation  put 
an  end  to  the  business  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mons.  However  violent  he  might  be  in  his 
place,  Burke  never  carried  his  complaints  to 
the  people.  But,  Fox,  who  acted  no  less  as  a 
Demagogue,  than  as  the  Representative  of 
Westminster ;  and  who  always  seemed  to  take 
the  Gracchi  for  his  model;  anxious  to  ap- 
peal from  his  late  dismission  by  the  King,  to 
the  popular  Sufirage,  convoked  his  Constitu- 
ents, in  order  to  lay  before  them  the  reasons 
for  his  resignation.  They  met,  almost  imme- 
diately after  the  Session  closed,  in  Westminster 
Hall,  where  he  reiterated  all  the  heads  of*  ac- 
cusation against  Lofd  Shelburne,  which  he 
had  already  detailed  a  few  days  before,  in  the 
House  of  Commons :  but,  the  general  impres- 
sion, evea  among  that  audience,  whidb  heard 
him  with  partiality,  seemed  nevertheless  to  be, 
tl»t  personal  ambition  and  rivality,  more  than 
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real  principle  or  patriotism,  had  regulated  hk 
conduct.  The  specious  pretence  under  which 
the  Meeting  was  assembled,  namely,  that  of 
petitioning  the  Crown  for  a  more  equal  Re* 
presentation  of  the  People,  produced,  how- 
ever, an  unanimous  assent.  He  then  dis* 
missed  them  till  the  ensuing  Winter. 

August.]  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  whom  the  vic- 
torious Admiral  in  the  West-Indies,  detached 
a  few  days  af  ler  the  defeat  of  De  Grasse,  with 
several  vessels,  in  pursuit  of  the  flying  enemy ; 
having  come  up  with  some  of  them,:  captured 
two  more  French  line  of  battle  ships,  as  well 
as  two  Frigates,  off  the  east  end  of  the  Island 
of  St  Domingo.  Though  these  eminent  naval 
advantages  secured  Jamaica  from  invasion  or 
attack,  yet,  far  from  regaining  any  of  our  in- 
sular possessions  in  that  quarter  of  the  Globe, 
on  the  contrary,  such  was  our  state  of  ex» 
hausture,  that  Spain  fitted  out  an  expedition 
against  the  Bahama  Islands,  which  she  easily 
reduced  to  her  obedience^  But,  the  attention 
of  the  Capital  and  the  nation  became  more 
powerfully,  as  well  as  painfully  attracted*  by 
the  Catastrophe  of  the  "  Royal  Greorge," 
which  took  place  about  the  same  tim^e,  than 
by  the  loss  of  any  Trans- Atlantic  Settlements* 
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This  ship,  the  pride  and  ornament  of  the 
British  Navy,  to  the  disgtace  of  a  nation  con- 
sidered as  superior  to  every  odier  people  in 
nautical  skill,  disappeared  in  an  instant  on  the 
29th  of  August,  as  is  well  known,  in  the  midst 
of  Poilsmouth  Harbour;  carrying  with  her  to 
the  bottom,  an  English  Admiral ;  and  as  it  was 
computed,  near  a  thousand  persons  of  both 
sexes.  It  is  impossible,  even  at  this  distance  of 
time,  to  reflect  on  such  an  event,  without 
amazement  as  well  as  horror.  The  gloom  and 
consternation,  difiused  by  the  intelligence  over 
the  Metropolis,  are  hardly  to  be  conceived ; 
and  the  incredibility  of  the  fact,  encreased  the 
sense  of  the  disaster.  No  parallel  circumstance 
is  to  be  found  in  our  naval  Annals  :  probably, 
not  in  those  of  any  other  European  nation. 
In  a  superstitious  Age,  it  would,  no  doubts 
have  been  considered  as  ominous  of  the  great- 
est national,  or  royal  misfortunes.  That  tem- 
pests, fire,  or  rocks  and  quicksands,  should 
swallow  up  and  destroy  the  proudest  works  of 
human  art,  is  natural ;  often,  unavoidable. 
When  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  under  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne,  perished  together  with  his 
ship  and  all  his  Crew,  wrecked  on  the  Scilly 
Islands ;  or  when  the  "  Victory,*'  under 
George  the  Second,  foundered  ia  the  Race 
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of  Alderney,  with  Admiral  Bs^lchen,  and 
eleven  hundred  persons  on  board:  —  such  ca- 
lamities were  in  the  order  of  things,  however 
much  to  be  deplored.  But,  in  the  present 
instance,  only  an  utter  disregard  to  common 
prudential  precautions,  could  have  produced  an 
event  so  unprecedented.  Her  very  name,  and 
her  superiority  in  size,  as  well  as  in  strength, 
to  every  other  ship  in  the  service,  she  carrying 
a  hundred  guns;  added  to  the  bitterness  of  the 
reflexions  which  her  loss  occasioned  through- 
out the  kingdom.  Those  who  recollect  that 
the  "  Queen  Charlotte,"  a  man  of  war  of  the 
first  rate,  carrying  one  hundred  and  ten  guns, 
with  an  Admiral's  flag,  was  consumed  by 
somewhat  similar  negligence,  together  with 
near  seven  hundred  of  her  Crew,  on  the  17th 
of  March,  1800,  near  the  Port  of  Leghorn  ; 
may  find  iample  reason  for  speculation  on  the 
singularity  of  two  such  disastrous  events 
having  taken  place  under  the  same  reign. 

September.]  The  melancholy  impression 
made  by  the  Catastrophe  just  related,  became, 
if  possible,  still  more  strongly  excited  imme- 
diately afterwards,  by  other  naval  misfortunes 
equally  afflicting  in  their  nature.  If  the  fact 
of  the    "  Royal  George**  going  down  at  her 
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anchors,  when  no  danger  was  even  appre- 
hended, stands  without  precedent  in  our 
maritime  records ;  the  fatality  which  seemed 
to  pursue  the  ships  of  the  line  that  had  been 
captured  by  Rodney  on  the  i2;th  of  April, 
as  well  as  most  of  our  own  men  of  war,  ac- 
companying the  French  prizes,  on  their  return 
from  the  West  Indies,  can  scarcely  be  equall- 
ed in  modem  History.  The  chain  of  ship- 
wrecks  and  adverse  events,  that  attended 
Commodore  Anson's  expedition  round  Cape 
Horn,  in  1744,  which  so  greatly  reduced 
the  numbers  of  his  Squadron ;  even  the  dis- 
asters, so  pathetically  related  in  the  same 
work,  that  ruined  the  fleet  of  the  Spanish 
Admiral  Pizarro,  nearly  in  the  same  Latitudes, 
and  at  the  same  time ;  -—  those  calamities, 
however  extraordinary  and  tragical,  they  ap- 
pear, yet  sink  on  a  comparison  with  the  de- 
struction experienced  by  our  devoted  ships,  in 
1782,  when  crossing  the  Atlantic.  Captain 
Inglefield  has  commemorated  the  fate  of  the 
"  Centaur,"  as  well  as  his  own  astonishing 
escape,  when  she  foundered  with  her  officers 
and  Crew.  That  afiecting  narrative  may  serve 
as  too  faithful  a  picture  of  the  misfortunes  ex- 
perienced by  the  other  vessels.  The  "  Ramil- 
^*  Hes,"  a  name  proverbially  unfortunate  in  the 
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English  Navy,  was  set  on  fire,  when  it  became 
impossible  any  longer  either  to  navigate,  or  to 
preserve  her.  One  of  the  French  ships  of  the 
line,  the  "  Hector,**  seemed  to  be  reserved 
for  more  severe  trials  of  every  kind ;  in  the 
course  of  which,  all  that  human  fortitude, 
skill,  and  courage,  when  combined,  could  ef- 
fect, was  performed  by  our  officers  and  sea- 
men. They  were  almost  miraculously  saved, 
though  the  "  Hector**  hei-self  perished. 

Over  the  closing-  scene  of  the  "  Ville  de 
"  Paris,**  as  well  as  over  the  fate  of  the  Glori- 
"  eux,**  an  impenetrable  curtain  is  drawn.  It 
is  certain  that  the  second,  a  French  seventy- 
four  gun  ship,  commanded  by  the  Honourable 
Captain  Cadogan,  disappeared  during  the 
middle  Watch,  on  the  night  of  the  17th  or 
1 8th  of  September,  after  firing  many  signals 
of  distress.  Her  lights  had  been  visible  till 
that  time;  but,  when  day  appeared,  no  vestiges 
of  her  were  discovered,  and  she  doubtless 
foundered  during  the  storm.  Nor  was  De 
Grasse*s  ship,  originally  purchased  with  so 
vast  an  effusion  of  blood,  and  herself  the  pride 
of  the  French  navy,  ever  destined  to  reach  an 
English  port.  The  hasty  repairs  given  her  at 
Jamaica,  could  only  be  slight  or  partial  j  and 
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it  was  confidently  asserted,  that  during  the 
gale  of  wind  which  proved  so  fatal,  her  guns 
breaking  loose,  tore  open  her  side,  and  acce- 
lerated, if  they  did  not  cause,  her  final  destruc- 
tion.    Tidings  of  her  wei-e  long  expected, 
and  the  nation  continued  to  nourish  hopes  for 
many  months,  of  her  re-appearance.      About 
this  time,  while  her  fate  still  remained  proble- 
matical, a  man  was  brought  to  the  Admiralty, 
and  there  examined,  who  had  been  taken  up  at 
sea,  nearly  senseless  and  extenuated ;  tied  to, 
or  floating  on  a  hen  coop.     He  asserted,  and 
his  testimony  appeared  to  be  entitled  to  credit; 
that  he  served  on  board  the  "  Ville  de  Paris," 
as  a  common  sailor,  at  the  moment  when  she 
foundered.    But  few,  or  no  particulars,   rela- 
tive to  the  event  itself,  could  be  extracted 
from  this  survivor,    who,  as  I  was  assured  by 
a  Flag  Officer  that  questioned  him,  possessed 
neither  faculties  nor  memory  to  recount  al- 
most any  thing,  except  the  fs^ct  of  her  loss. 
Admiral  Graves,  who  commanded  the  fleet, 
was  censured  by  the  popular  voice,  for  hav- 
ing stood  some  Degrees  more  to  the  North- 
ward,   in  returning  home  across  the  Atlantic, 
at  that  season,  than  he  needed  to  have  done  ; 
or  than  he  was  warranted  in  doing,  by  Lord 
Rodney's  orders.      But,  this  accusation  may 


l^ssibly  have  b6en  more  severe  than  justj 
4t}lough  I  think  I  have  heard  Lord  Rodney 
iiimself  state  the  circumstance,  an^  express 
his  conviction  of  the  injurious  consequences 
that  resulted  from  navigating  in  too  high  a 
Latitude,  during  a  time  of  Equinpjual  galesi. 

Happily,  the  gloom  which  these  melancholy 
events  diflSised,  was  speedily  relieved  apd  dis* 
sipated,  by  scenes  of  the  most  exhilarating 
nature^    Minorc^i  it  is  true,  had  surrendered 
^early  in*  the  Summer .;   but  Gibraltar^  wMck 
«till  resisted,  attracted,  np  less  from  the  pro- 
digious meana  eipployed  for  its  reduction  by 
the  enemy,  than  from  the  energy  and  activity 
exerted  in  its  defence,  the  attention  of  all 
Europe.     The  two  most  memorable  sieges 
which  are  recorded  in  modern  history  ^  namely^ 
that  of  Antwerp,  undertaken  by  Alexander 
Farnese,   Prince  of  Parma,  in  the  sixteenth 
Century;    and  that  of   Ostend,  begun    by 
Spinola,  only  a  few  years  later;  however  illui^ 
trious  they  have  been  rendered  from  the  long 
protracted  res^tance  made  by  the  besieged, 
were  both  finally  crowned  with  success.    Gi* 
Vbraltar,  on  the  contrary^  repelled  the  assail- 
ants in  the  mo^t  brilliant  manlier.    A.11  ihe 
means  that  human  art,  e;8Lpenqe»>  and.  forc^ 
VOJL.  ir.  3 


tdiild  c6llfect  5r  Ci^mtitiie, by Idnd,  MwtVi  a&hf 
a&BLy  wereaccumuliited  ttiftderits  walls  \  ttndtht 
twd  Branches  <:^  the  HcMiMi  of  Bouribon,  imtdt^ 
licioas  pf  the  Ittaentable  destiny  preparing  fot 
themselves  in  the  womb  of  (Me,  seemed  to  vi^ 
in  their  ^SR>rts  to  accderate  its  fafi.  ChaileB 
the  Third,  who  then  reigned  in  Spain,  already 
utiticfpttted  the  completion  df  an  eveiit,  which, 
lis  lie  josfly  conceived,  would  render  his  nsone 
«nd  rei^  iihmmtal  in  the  Spanish  Aimab. 
Usdier  tiiie  same  &llacious  expectation^  Lotiib 
4he  Sixteenth  dxsfpatched  -his  youngest  brother, 
Omift  "d^Artois,  to  assist  at  its  snrretidcir  | 
"while  the  Batbary  Powers,  thougli  by  no 
Knalu^  ttidiffiefreftt,  or  un^tef  ested  spedtatoi% 
l6f  Ijns  great  contest,  and  though  they  are 
mmd  to  kave  put  up  prayers  in  iftl  tSiek 
rMoaques  for  our  succeiis,  yet  quietly  escpedted 
therestite. 

If  Lord  Rodney  acquired  so  much  personal 
^ory  by  his  victory  over  De  Orasse,  Genenil 
:£Uiot  ^d  not  establish  a  less  4>riUiant  reputiei- 
tion,  by  liis  repulse  md  defeat  ^  l§ie  Spanish 
A»tiag  batteries,  on  the  r3th  of  Septeuiber, 
4i£  the  same  year,  itie  American  wfar,  ^whith 
'st  Saj^atoga,  amd  at  Y«k  Town,  displayed 
^pectaiiies  soJaitei^titag  to«he  British  sbtm. 


(XKBc  jQpr  EvTi^peaix  »mme»  $  xb4  this  poniQo 
flf  jtjh^  reigpi  pf  G^)sge  jthe  TJI;»"fA  (lik^  % 

#4yei;se,jpi«l,Qf  prpqper^^S  fprtjvwi^  \WhUe  w^ 
iMtAP  vast'Wi  jsw^pkeibeypuql  t^e.^tJi^tip,  wp 
jbainUo^  v^h  <me  harul*  the  j&sn^h  m'fd 

*»tipi  .(th«  ^h«r,  ithe  cQCQthugu^  .^iffMts  ,i)f' 
^SjcMQ^  mt^  ^^pgim,  yfH^^  {wi^r^  9(4iQ^«g^ 

v^seU  And  b0tteries,;itfe«fiit€i!i.st^  i^^pif)^!)^ 
4»;thrct«  i^to^hi^lUt  tm^fi»^^^.9f  mr 

j»ttre  thstt  jbad  itak^n  pJac^  .dwdog  the  4)flg^ 

otber  «98enti4l,Qr  :)ndisps0s«)>]|$jMtifi)$s»«$Hdd 
«»ly  be  a««t  out  ftom  t£»g}w)d*    ](^)9ard6% 

^etqued  ^e  Say^of iQibr^tArv^PfM^ced  to  9^^, 
d^ance  all.apiM-oocfa.    Notwith^m^gilbesp 

Iiu<8?efide4  iia  ^positien  |q  ;ev.^y  .jtqpe/iir 

•saw*- 

s  2 
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October.]  So  low  had  sunk  the  numerical 
naval  foro^  of  Great  Britain  at  this  period^ 
as  compared  with  the  strength  of  the  enemy, 
that  the  utmost  exertions  of  the  Admiralty, 
under  the  new  Administration,  qovIA  only 
equip  and  send  to  sea,  thirty-four  sail  of  the 
line }  which  fleet  did  not  quit  Spithead,  till 
nearly  the  day  on  which  General  Elliot  had 
already  repulsed  and  burnt  the  floating  batte- 
ries, under  the  walls  of  the  besieged  fortress. 
Yet  never  was  the  real  superiority  of  our  navy 
in  skill  and  science,  more  evidently  demon- 
strated, than  in  successfully  throwing  suc- 
cours into  a  place  invested  by  sea  and  land, 
without  committing  any  thing  to  hazard^  or 
aflbrding  to  adversaries  so  numerous,  the 
slightest  advantage.  Lord  Howe,  who  con- 
ducted and  commanded  the  whole  entepprize, 
manifested  such  a  combination  of  Tactics  and 
ability  in  his  Manoeuvres,  as  place  his  name 
deservedly  high  in  the  Annals  of  his  country. 
If  the  reputation  that  he  attained  on  tliis  occa- 
sion, seems  less  brilliant  than  the  fame  acr 
quired  by  Rodney  in  vanquishing  De  Grasse, 
it  wras  not  less  permanent  or  solid.  Without 
engaging,  he  defied  the  combined  fleets ;  qf- 
fered  batUe,  but  did  not  seek  it ;  effected 
every  object  of  the  expedition,  by  relieving 
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Gibraltar,  and  then  retreated;  followed  in- 
deed by  the  enemy,  but  not  attacked.  They 
made,  it  is  true,  a  shew  of  fighting,  but 
never  ventured  to  come  to  close  action.  And 
with  such  contempt  did  Lord  Howe  treat  the 
Cannonade  commenced  by  the  van,  composed 
pf  French  ships  under  La  Motte  Piquet, 
that  having  ordered  all  his  men  on  board  the 
"  Victory,"  to  lye  down  flat  on  the  deck, 
in  order  that  their  lives  might  not  be  need- 
lessly exposed,  he  disdained  to  return  a 
single  shot  against  such  cautious  or  timid 
opponents. 

Pigot,  who  had  succeeded  to  Rodney  in  the 
West  Indies,  in  defiance  of  public  opinion, 
by  no  means  emulated  his  example  of  Activity 
and  Enterprize.  Though  placed  at  the  head 
of  six  and  forty  sail  of  the  line,  he  neither 
effected  nor  attempted  any  object,  during 
more  than  six  months  that  he  held  the  com- 
mand.  Such  inactivity  seemed  to  reproach  the 
Ministry  who  had  sent  him  thither,  and  ex« 
cited  severe  animadversions  on  Fox.  In  the 
East  Indies,  and  there  only,  where  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  wa»  opposed  to  Sufirein,  France  still 
maintained  the  contest  on  the  water.  That 
active  and  intrepid  oflScer  last  named,  the 
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iftost  able  of  aiiy  ^te^loyed  by  *Ldui#  tlitf  iSx- 
f*eHth  during  the  whole  progress  of  the  ^aiv 
Aidde  repeated  though  Jw^Sfeclu*!  iiffoHd  tt> 
^o^pel  the  English  squ£ldr6ri  te  siMnAdti  fhfe 
tOasf  of  Corortiandel. 

Novembfer.;^  WliU^  LdM  Howe  tbtf^plac^ 
Iri  aecurity^  the  most  brdKatft  fbreigii  posSfesk 
(MOn  of  the  Crowin  in  Eiiropfe^  negdciatioiis 
of  a  pacific  ftatufe  werfe  cairrying  oft  ttt  Pdri^r, 
both  with  America,  arid  with  th^  otfeer  t!64- 
leseed  Powers*  Tlie  sirticle*  concluded  with 
the  revolted  Colonies,  which  were  first  |)ro- 
visionally  signed,  did  not  indeed  demand 
^ith^r  any  coftsideraWe  length  of  tilfoe,  ot  su- 
jieri<M^  diploniftiic  taletits,  in  6rde^  id  condudt 
them  f 6  a  prosperous  termifiatioft  j  AVhere  al- 
most eveiy  possible  coiicessiori  wa^  made  on 
the  pdf t  of  Englafid,  merely  to  ofcftatin  fi-om 
America  a  cessation  of  hostilities.  Not  only 
their  itidepetidance  ^as  recdgnifeed  In  th* 
itoost  explicit  ternis :  territOty,  riVers,  kkei^, 
cdtatiiercel,  islands,  ports  and  fdrtifled  pUc6S, 
liidiferi  Mies,  IcfyalistS;  aD  were  giVett  up  td 
the  tdngress.  In  fixing  the  Boundaries  be* 
i^eeri  Catiada  and  the  Ufiited  SteteS,  Meat 
limits  were  Idid  doWtt  dttiidst  uiikftowri  ti'acts. 
TrioMyii,  ^h6,  as  one  of  the  fduf  Americstfi 


keajty,  affixed  hia  name  to  the  ii|)6trmxieiit  ^ 
proyi^ionaljpacification;  enJQyed  s^t  tl^e  a4v«a«^ 
oad  period  of  fourscore  yes^rs,  the  ss^tiaf^tipn 
of  witne^smg  the  complete  emancipatipu  of  hlf 
countrymen  from  Great  Britain,  to  f  i^ect  wbkjfe 
he  had  so  eminently  contributed  by  his  talents 
and  exertions.  FeW  subject^  born  and  edu^ 
catedy  like  him  in  the  inferior  classes-  of  so- 
ciety, have»  in  any  age  of  the  earth,  without 
drawing  the  sword  in  person,  obtained  so  grat 
tifying  a  triumph  over  their  legitimate  Sove*- 
reign,  or  have  aided  to  produce  a  greater 
pditical  revolution  on  the  face  pf  the  Globe. 

December.]  A  first  Minister  who  possess* 
ed  so  slender  a  portion  of  moral  r^utation, 
of  popularity,  or  of  influence  Qver  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament,  as  Lord  Sb^lbufn^; 
would,  it  was  supposed,  have  employed  the 
interval  subsequent  to  the  Prorogation,  in 
strengthening  his  tenure  of  power.  Unless  be 
.either  regained  the  Heads  of  the  Roekinghto 
Party,  or  conciliated  Lord  Nmth,  which  last 
measure  seemed  to  be  more  nsMtural ;  it  was  ob: 
vious  thut  he  might,  at  any  moment,  be  crushed 
by  the  union  of  those  leaflers.  On  the  qH»fi- 
ing  of  the  Session,  it  soon  )iowever  beiMie 
»  4 
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(rvidetit  tbat*i)0  such  approximation  had  taket? 
place,  and  that  the  Administration  ^liedfor 
support  on  its  own  proper  strength.  But,  c«i 
the  other  hand,  Lord  Ncwth  and  Mr.  Fofjf, 
though  both  acted  in  opposition  to  Govern- 
ment, and  though  both  joined  in  treating  "with 
reprobation,  or  with  ridicule,  the  provisional 
treaty  concluded  with  America^  remained 
nevertheless  still  in  complete  and  hostile  sepa- 
ration. Scarcely  did  they  refrain,  on  every 
occasion  that  presented  itself)  from  personal 
reflections  on  each  other;  and  when  Fox 
ventured  to  divide  the  House,  onthequjestion 
of  addressing  the  King,  to  lay  before  them 
some  parts  of  the  provisional  Aiticles,  he  was 
lefl^in  a  Minority  of  only  fbrtynsix ;  while  the 
Ministry,  supported  by  Lord  North,  displayed 
an  imposing  Majority  of  two  hundred  and  nine- 
teen. Neither  the  peace  made  with^he  Ame- 
^rican  States^  nor  even  the  recognition  of  their 
Independance  by  Great  Britain,  being  bow- 
ever  in  themselves  complete,  till  a  Treaty 
should  be  likewise  concluded  with  France, 
attention  became  wholly  directed  to  the  issue 
of  the  pending  negociations  with  that  Court. 
On  their  termination,  whether  it  should 
pr^ve  hostile  or  pacific,  aU  men  foresaw 
tbat-  the  two  great>.parties,  who  now  stood 


9tt  bay,  without  joining  each  other,  or  uniting' 
with  Lord  Shelbume ;  would  necessarily  take 
some  decisive  step,  moat  beneficial,  or  most 
injuiioos  in  its  results,  to  the  Administration, 

,  Though  Parliament  sat  for  only  a  very  srhort 
period  duiingthe  month  of  December,  scarcely 
exceeding  a  fortnight,  previous  to  their  ad^ 
journment  till  aftw  Christmas ;  yet  one  very 
interesting.  Debate,  which  arose  in  the  Hous^ 
of  Commons,  produced  a  material  operatiori 
on  some  articles  of  the  peace  then  nego- 
tiating with  the  House  of  Bourbon.  Rumours 
which  acquired  considerable,  if  not  implicit 
credit,  were  circulated  throughout  the  Me* 
txopdis,  stating  that  Lord  Shelbume  had  not 
only  manifested  a  di^osition,  but  had  even 
consented  with  the  approbation  <rf  the  Cabi- 
net, to  cede  Gibraltar  to  S|)ain,  on  certain 
conditions*  They  were  indeedof  such  a  nature, 
as  in  the  estimation  of  many^  able  men,  Would 
have  fully  justified  Ministers  in  restoring  to 
the  Catholic  King,  that  expensive  fortress.  •  I 
have  been  assured  that  Chai^les  the   ITiird, 
in  his  eagerness  to  re-annex  Gibraltar  to  the 
Spanish  Monarchy^  offered  in  exchange  for  it, 
the  Canary  Islands,  togethcar  with  Porto  Eioo 
,ia.the  West  Indies :  the  former  of  which  poig- 
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lessiow,  firom  their  aitmitkni  in  the  Atiaatu^ 
their  Ctimato,  tud  pr^duettons^  might  be  ren- 
d^ed  mQtt  vahiable  acqisisiticms  to  Great 
BdtWi  while  the  latter  Ishuid  most  be 
considered  as  scarcely  inferior  to  Jamaica 
n  ^^k^tQQtsr  fertility,  and  political  importance. 
Gibraltar^  however  dear  to  the  hatidiial  vanity, 
and  whatever  flattering  recollectioQs  the  hite 
gkufioua  defence  mig^  awaken,  coidd  not,  it 
was  imagined,  be  put  in  competition  with  the 
Canarira  and  Porto  Rico.  Sir  George  Howard, 
who  was  himself  a  General  Officer,  having  ne* 
verthel^ss  uneicpectedly  provoked,  and  bixHight 
forward  in  the  House  of  Commons,  a  discussion 
.jrelative  to  that  fortress,  and  the  possibility 
that  its  cession  or  alienation  to  Spain,  might 
be  in  contemplation;  it  soon  appeared  that 
mem  of  all  parties  were  imbued  with  partiali- 
ties so  warm  and  violent  in  its  favor,  and  such 
^ind%nation  was  manifested  at  the  bare  idea 
of  ceding  it,  even  for  any  equivalent  however 
wduahle,  that  the  intention  was  relinquiriied. 
The  substance  ci  the  Debate  having  been 
taken  down  in  short  hand,  by  a  person  ata- 
tioned  in  the  Gallery,  and  immediately  eom- 
municated  to  Lord  Shelbume,  he  dispatched 
r*  Messenger  with  it,  the  next  morning,  to 
our  Minister  at  Pasis,  Mr.  Sitaherbert,  now 
9 


•Lord  iSt  Helens ;  mfmni^  kim  to  tay  if  he^ 
fosr«  tiie  Count  de  Vefgei^iidd,  and  the  Cmnt 
WAMnAu^  i  kiiowfrom  gooA  authoiity,  that 
tiie  latter  Kdblemsoiy  whd  Wft$  tih^ft  the  l^uttikh 
Htnbasmd^xr  at  the  C<m#t  (A'  Versdtle^  liod 
received  the  most  positive  insrtroctioii^  not  tb 
$%n  any  peaice  with  Or^at  Brltaiti,  bot»«fVi^ 
&vouf able  the  terms  might  be  m  other  r#- 
^spetts^  unless  the  eessioii  of  6ibra)t»  cumsti^ 
±uted  case  of  tfai^  artieles  of  the  treaty.  Finding 
nevertfaekssTy  after  the  communicatiofi  above 
mexttioned^  that  no  equivalent  would  be  ae* 
cqited  foot  its  Restitution ;  D^Aranda,  in  dis- 
obedience to  these  orders^  finally  affixed  bis 
iname  to  the  Act,  talcing  on  himself  the  risk 
and  the  irespon&ibility* 

Jaimary»  i^^^2  'I^ooghont  a  c<»islder- 
uhle  pwt  of  the  month  of  Jantiary^  the  greatest 
fluctuation  Of  publid  opinion  prevailed  re- 
lative to  the  flnal  success  of  the  Treaties  agi- 
tating at  Paris  ^  and  as  kte  as  the  iSth^  tiie 
Queen'i  Birtlv^ay^  the  prevalent  ideas  in  the 
Drawing4:oom,  x^ere  generally  adverse  to  the 
j^obabiliir^  6f  a  favorable  issue:  but^  five  daya 
irfbrwards,  intdUigence  arrived  i^  Peace  hav- 
ing been  signed  at  Venailles.  Lord  K€^p#l» 
t^ei*  i?et)entittg  of  his  conduct  in  having 
quitted  Fo^k  after  the  Marquid  of  Rocking- 
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ham's  decease ;  or  suspicious  of  the  ap* 
proaching  Dissolution  of  the  actual  Ministry ; 
or,  as  he  asserted  afterwards  on  the  Debate 
which  took  place  in  the  House  of  Peers,  dis^ 
approving  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty  recently 
concluded  ;:  immediately  resigned  his  employ- 
ment of  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Lord  HoWe,  and  early  lA 
the  month  of  February,  the  Marquis  of  Car- 
marthen was  named  Embassador  to  the  Court 
of  France.  Though  the  House  of  Commons 
had  met  on  the  21st  of  January,  pursuant  to 
its  Adjournment,  yet  no  business  of  moment 
was  brought  forward,  either  by  Ministers,  or 
by  their  Opponents,  during  the  considerable 
interval  of  near  a  Month  which  elapsed,  pre- 
vious to  the  Day  fixed  for  discussing  the 
Articles  of  the  Peadfc,  in  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament. They  had  intermediately  been  ex- 
changed and  ratified  by  the  two  Govern- 
ments. A  more  than  ordinary  interest  was 
excited  on  the  subject  throughout  the  Na- 
tion ;  the  stability  or  dismission  of  the  Adirii- 
nistration,  evidently  depending  oa  the  parlia- 
mentary approval  or  disapprobation  of  the 
Treaty.  In  the  House  of  Lords,  there  seemed 
to  be,  indeed,  little  danger  of  incurring  a  Vote 
of  Censure.-  But,  it  was  otherwise  in  the  Lower 
jjouse,  where  the  Minister,  in  addition  to  his 
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own  slender  personal  strength,  and  the  indivi* 
duals  holding  Offices  under  the  Crown,  could 
only  expect  support,  either  from  persons  in- 
clined to  maintain  indifferently  every  goviern- 
ment ;  or  from  those  independent  Members, 
who  disregarding  all  motives  of  party,  might 
be  induced  to  approve  the  treaties,  on  the 
ground  of  their  abstract  merits,  and  their 
just  claim  to  national  gratitude. 

Facts  such  as  these,  which  were  palpable  to 
all,  could  not  possibly  escape  the  attention  of 
him  who  was  most  deeply  interested  in  their 
result.  And  it  has  always  appeared  to  persons 
uninformed,  one   of   the    most ;  inei^Iicable 
events  of  our  time,  that  Lord  Shelbume,  who 
must  have  perceived  the  impossibility  of  main- 
taining himself  in  power,  after  the  conclmion 
of  peace,  without  the  aid  of  on^  or  of  the 
other  of  the  two  great  parties  in  Opposition ; 
yet  allowed  Parliament  to  meet,  for  the  ex% 
press  purpose  of  discussing  the  merits  of  the 
peace,  without    conciliating    previously  the 
leaders  gf  either  side.  Was  he  then  indifferent 
to  the  preservation,  of  that  Office,  which  he 
had  acquired  with  so  much  address,  and  not 
unaccompanied  with  a  degree  of  obloquy?  Na 
person  >can  believe  or  suppose  it.    Neither  hi$ 
ac<&erents  nor  hia  enemies  Qver  maintained  such 


«  conduct 'SO  oootraiy  to  all  the  idictal^B  o^am* 
hitioau  -policy*  wd  self-interest?  In  order  t9 
ei^K^bin  it,  I  sHaU  ata|:e  such  circumstflinces  m; 
ba(w  ibeen  related  to  me,  irom  peiw>qs  weU  mr 
inrmad,  wfaioh  will  nt  least  throw  ooiwdemb^ 
light  Mipoa  ithe  f  ubgeet. 

It  seemed  certainly  wkost  natural,  tibatof 
Jfche  two  parties  excluded  from  power,  Lord 
Shelbume  should  have  addnessed  himself  to 
tbatlxody  nf  jnen  wlik^^tiU-cwsidieredX^d 
NMth  ias  if«  ihead.    To  uiany  of  ^e  indi<^ 
Yidttak  caru^stng  it,  I  iosaw  that  hfi  did  m 
hxt  )nmlix    advances,    either   pei!sonaUy  jor 
by   hss  fdends.     The   American   msac   k^ 
log  temmiated,  >tfae  pjiinc^  oi^e^  of  difri 
onieniietweeo  Ifaeiate  imd  Ahe  :pfi»aent  Ijkat 
Iffinistei,  was^t  augend.  Locd  Shelh^iaie  .wia 
moceover  4aiown  to  iiaxfe  ipectinaciotKdy  :re^ 
fogtied  ithe  cmmessiion   of  Indopendeiaiee  ,iQ 
Amencft.    His  jrehictenoe  and  dupUcity,.;tir 
ambigtaty^  f^tive  to  jgcaoting  unamditkmai 
fadqieBfcdaiieeito  the.thirteen  Cclonies,  ibrmed 
onerof  the.most  praminent  points  of .  accnsa. 
lion  BgaitHtf  faim,  oiuthe  part  of  Fi>K  ^ndithn 
fiockiiQgjbamvparty;    It  could  hot  ibet  doubted 
tbatithiQ  Kingriwka,  iwulingihimsdlf  .of .^vscff^ 
cibl^  ^fmmae/Uaiss9%  had  dl^atttd  the  iFksA 


ijQHtd^f  tkeTreasuJr^)  tothe^^^  held; 

Afid  iffao  deprecaibed  imtiwig  so  mmdi  as  Jbemg 
a  second  time  ooimpelied'to  take  iFoKinto  bis 
jcouBcilfi;  would  secretly  appveve,  aadircmld 
dnoereiy  promote,  any  measow  tending  to  «&<» 
elude  btm  fmm  AdministralJoiiu  Of  ull  polkU 
ead  unions  tiiat  could  be  elFected,  ait  affiance 
between  Lord  North  and  Lord  Shelburne,  it 
Was  therefore  assumed^  mnat  be  no/bit  agi<ee- 
aWfe  to  the  Sovereign.  Nor,  as  I  have  ^eii 
assured,  did  there  exist  any  msurmoqgrtaMife 
person^  antipalfhies  or  impediments  befetreen 
those  two  noble  persons,  which  coidd  halve  fve- 
vented  sudli^n  event  i:akmg  place.  But,  though 
thet/  might  have  been  wiSkig  to  eoaiieBoe,  thieve 
were  other  individuals  in  the  Ministry,  not 
df  so  tradtable  or<$o  eonclfiatingtadisjposkion. 
Mr.  PMt,  m&  t^e  Duke  of  Richmdfad,  bo«k 
inflexibly  i^efused  to  «it  in  Cabinet  miAi  Lord 
North,  Whom  they  considered  as  the  chv^  au- 
thor of  the  AmeriGan  war;  and' they  vremakiod 
^m  upon  ^\^  a^idle.  Such  ^n  obstacle  w« 
neither  to  be  sumumnted,  nor  to  be  Mttioved. 
^1^  ^Duke  of  Richmcmd  might,  indeed^  4ia«e 
been  dxmrissed,  without  any  ^appreheiBiim  df 
very'ilijurious  results :  bift!Mt.  I%t  K^as'eBseittiai 
tothe  eidslcflace  and-duwttion  df  the  Minfiiti^r. 
9in  high  characHer  smd  ^is  ^nastte,  |oiAed  >t6 
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his  eminent  talents,  formed  the  best  security 
that  Lord  Shelburne  possessed,  for  carrying  any 
measure  through  the  House  of  Commons.  If, 
therefore,  in  order  to  gain  Lord  North,  he  had 
thrown  Pitt  into  Opposition,  no  exertion^ 
could  have  long  resisted  his  and  Fox's  united 
attacks,  fighting  side  by  side.  And  the  House 
itself  would  probably  have  reprobated  such  a 
junctioUit  when  attained  by  the  expulsion  of 
Pitt  from  power.  These  causes  prevented  any 
attempt  being  made  to  gain  Lord  North's 
support,  by  admitting  him  and  his  principaj 
friends  to  places  in  the  Cabinet}  and  his 
friendship,  it  was  obvious,  could  not  be  ob- 
tained on  any  inferior  terms. 

February.]  In  this  perplexing  Dilemma, 
overtures  of  Conciliation  were  made  to  Fox, 
on  the  part  of  Administration,  offering  to 
replace  him  and  liis  connexions  in  Office, 
under  Lord  Shelburne,  as  First  Minister.  The 
King  was  induced,  though  reluctantly,  to 
allow  and  to  approve  of  the  Proposals,  on  the 
ground  of  State  necessity  \  it  being  esteemed 
a  less  evil,  to  admit  Fox  into  the  Cabinet  by 
;a€^ociation,  than  to  incur  the  risk  of  his 
entering  it  by  storm.  In  the  first  case,,  he 
jfoyld  remain  still  in  a  Minority,  while  the 
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Treiisury  would  be  completely  ind^pcindant  of 
him ;  whereas  in  the  second  event,  he  would 
dictate  the  law.  But  Fox,  though  he  pro- 
ftssed  himself  willing  to  make  a  part  pf  $n 
AdmmiMration  formed  upon  a  broad  B^.si9, 
and  therefore  disposed  to  listen' to  the  propo- 
sition, exacted  one  indispensable  preliminary ; 
nsmely  Lord  Shelburp^e's  dismission  or  resigpa* 
lion.  Unless  the  Treasury  were  placed  ii^  t^i© 
bands  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  as  the  new  re* 
cognized  head  of  the  Rockingham  Party ;  and 
unless  Lord  Shelburne  were  wholly  excluded 
from  a  place  in  theCaVinet,  he  peremptorily  re^ 
iused  to  accede  to  any  tenns  of  accommodation* 
With  all  the  other  principal  individuals  com<* 
posing  the  Ministry,  he  declared  his  readi-> 
ness  to  act ;  ,but,  personalty  to  Lord  SheL 
bume,  his  repugnance  continued  insurmount* 
able,  and  could  not  be  removed  by  any  effqttfi. 

Such».  as  I  have  always  understood,  were  the 
two  leading  principles  oh  which  was  subse* 
quently  reared  that  celebrated  junction  between 
Lord  North  and  Fox,  which,  from  its  extraor- 
dinary nature,  and  more  extraordinary  eifectSy 
has  obtained  in  English  History,  by  way  of  dis- 
tinction &oin  a^  other,  political  unipn3or  al*. 
lianceeyer  contracted  ip  ourtiffie,  the  namepfr 
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'^  The  CdaUtion.''  The  pmacription  of  Lord 
North  by  Pitt,  Mid  of  Lord  Sbelbume  by 
Fox,  of  necessity  drove  these  two  excluded 
Ministers  into  each  others  arms ;  itt  once  ob- 
literated all  past  causes  of  oflfence  between 
them;  and  impelled  them,  banishing  every 
retrospect,  as  well  as  in  some  measure  setting 
public  opinion  at  defiance,  only  to  look  for- 
ward to  the  joint  possession  of  power.  As 
the  17th  of  February  stood  fixed  for  the  conv 
sideration  of  the  Articles  of  Peace,  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  as  Lord  North 
disapproved  of  many  of  those  Articles,  na  less 
strongly  than  Fox;  it  became  obvious  that 
they  must,  in  all  cases,  divide  together  on 
that  night,  against  the  Administration.  And 
if  they  should  find  theriiselves  in  a  Majority,  as 
was  MgWy  probable,  it  seemed  to  foHoW  that 
the  Ministers  must  retire  from  Office.  But,  in 
order  to  avail  themselves  of  their  triumph, 
a?nd  t(y  fbrm  a  new  Administration,  some  mu- 
tual  understanding,  if  not  some  principiet  of 
permanent  accommodatieyn,  became  absolkitely 
nccessaiy  to  both  IiidivMuals.  Otherwiise, 
however  victorious  they  might  prove  in  ParBa- 
ment,  they  would  probably  derive  no  benefit 
from  thfeir  superiority }  and  Lord  Shelbtttlie, 
titotogh  vanqui^ed  in  tfa6  House  of  Commons, 


m^fat'stffl  contrive  to  retaxQ'lini  seat  itr  the 
Caittnet,  as'  Firat  Ministen 

lllfese  comidetB^on%  iu^  themselves  most 
£iMiUe,  acqiimug  hourly ^  ^farength;  as  the  day 
ap^ntiached  fer  the  ^sdis^on  of  the  Peace, 
firodkicedsome  s)rmptoiti6  c^  mutaal  tendency 
towards  recodieiiiation.  Never,  perhaps^  did 
^PH)  vtnen  esdst^  mc^e  inclined  by  natwe  to 
oblivion'  of  injuries,  or  to  sentiments  of  fon- 
giveness^  tiiaiv  Lord  North  and  Fox !  The 
latter,  whatever  iftight  b^  his  defects  of  cha^ 
raet^,  po^t^ed'  in  an  eminent  degree,  ;^ 
cability  and  mag&animity  of  mind.  <<  Amu 
€itim  sempHdhugf  Iftimkitiie  plaeabiles,^*  was 
ar  Ma^kn  always  in  his  inouth.  The  Gmamti 
too  indolent  ,to  retain  the  burthen  of  enmit)^, 
and  conscious  that  Fot's  hostility  towards  hmi 
h0d  always  been  more  political  than  personal} 
gladly  deposited  his  resentments  and  his  xn« 
juries^  at  the  feet  of  his  interest  and  ambition^ 
Badt  ^equally  concurred  in  the  netiossfty  of 
agreeing'  on  some'  plan  of  concerted  action^ 
belbfe  they  took  their  places,  side  by  side,  on 
the  Opposition  Bench*  But,  howevet  deeply 
they  m^ht  be  impressed  with  these  feeiings; 
they  n^verthieiess  abstained  th^m.  any  direct 
interview,  leaivifig  aU  maetep^  to  the  intei^^ 
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veation  of  mutual  fnendgk    Hie  Honoralde. 
George  Augustus  North,  eld(^{.soii  of  IiMrd 
North,  then  Member  for  Harwich,  and  after- 
:wards,  himself  Earl  of  Guildford,   acte4  a$ 
ihe  Negociator  for  his  father  oti  tfa^  occaskm: 
;while  the  Honorable  Colpnel  Fit2pabick,  Fo^'9 
intimate  friend  and  companion,  conducted  the 
treaty  on  the  other  part.      Mn  North  by  no 
means  wanted  talents  ;  but  in  address,  ca» 
pacify,  and  accomplishments,  the  latter  pos^ 
sessedan  Infinite  superiority.  E^ch,  actuated 
by  a  warm  deaire  to  conduct  the  business  to  a 
successful  issue,  exerted  his  utmo&t  efforts  for 
the  purpose.    Two  or  three  days  elapsed  in 
conferences  and  diseussidns :  Nor  was  it  tiU  a 
yeiy  late  hotir  of  the  night  of  the  i6th  of 
^February,  that;  after  many  visits  to  and  fro, 
bjEitween  St.  James's  Street  and  Grosvenot 
Square,  where  1-ord  North  then  resided*  they 
finally  settled  the  outlines  of  aCJonvention'j 
by  which,  on  the  part  of  the  two  principals! 
it  wa^  stipulated^  that  if  they  efiS^cted  a  changjs 
QC  Administration,  the  Treasury  should  be 
given  to  the  Di|ke  of  Portland ;  that  Lord 
North  should  likewise  t^e  a  Cabinet  Office  ;^ 
tmtt  a  fair  partition  of  the  spoils j  in  other 
Wxtrds,  of  the  great  posts  and  emoluments  <^^ 
the  States  should  be  made  between  the  twic^ 
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p&rties,  who  agreed  henceforward  to  coalesce. 
And^  lastly,  that  m  the  Debate  of  the  ap* 
|xroachitag  Evening,  they  should  speak,  act, 
and  divide  in  concert: 

17th  February.3  Such  were  the  general 
Preliminaries  of  the  "  Coalition."  Many  difl 
ficulties  on  both  sides,  which  impeded  the  pro- 
gress of  the  negociationj  protracted  its  ter- 
mination ;  nor  did  either  Lord  North  or  Fox 
retire  to  rest  till  four  or  five  o'clock  in  the 
Morning,  when  the  business  was  at  length 
condiided.  Fox,  accustomed  to  pass  the 
greater  part  of  the  night  at  Brookes's,  ap- 
peared in  .  the  House  of  Commons  with 
his  usual  freshness  on  the  ensuing  Even- 
ing ;  and  manifested  during  the  Debate 
that  ensued,  neither  inattention,  lassitude, 
nor  fatigue.  But,  Lord  North,  whose  na- 
tural  somnolency  was  encreased,  by  having 
sat  up  fbr  so  many  hours  of  the  preceding 
night,  under  circumstances  of  considerable 
agitation,  as  well  as  by  the  prodigious  heat 
arising  from  a  crouded  house;  after  taking  his 
seat  near  l^s  new  ally,  on  the  Opposition 
Bench,  foutid  himself  so  overcome  by  sleep» 
that  its  effect  became  irresistible.  Unwilling, 
probably,  to  exhibit  such  a  Spectacle,  at  such 
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dijmtmnU  ni«^ij«h  ytwM  have  ^x^i^i^^  n^s^M^r 
of  aBimadversi^si,  or  of  ijujiqitl^^  p  hfithiy^f- 
tJes;;  ^he  .^tlength  quitted  his  9$»t^  «wd;  fiMBye 
up  into  the  Gallery.  I  had  placed /myisf^ 
there;  immediately  over  the  Treasury  Bench» 
t^ery  f)art  of  the  lfou$e  be)ow  bmg  filled. 
Lord  Nprth  havii^g  seated*  himself  by  .9)e» 
msi^e  iirafious  e£R>rts  to  keep  .himself  awake; 
biiit  tQ  aCQc^ptisfa  it,  exceeded  his  pow^n  As 
thediscuaaion  bad  al^^ady  itsl^ea  a  v^iy  p^^ 
sonal  tura  ;  sey^e  sarcasms,  as.  well .  as  r^e- 
prosche^  beiog  levelled  from  tlie  Tre^ury 
Bench,  against  the  uanatu^  Coalitipn  ji^ 
formal;  gptaiticularly  by  Mr.  ,I)fuB^  w^ 
stigmatised  it  mith  the  rtrongesrt;  JEp^l^e^  ;  he 
requested  me  to  awak^w  hiiB»  a^oftpa^^apy 
8ileh<expse8siQDs  should  be  v^fed  by:Alj|nistQr3« 
lAid so fDany  times;  hnt^wbit^ he^had  lisl^ef^ed 
fbn  aife?r  Minutes,  he  as  oflen  relapsed  ioto  ace- 
pose^  i  Ait  the  ea&Aiof  about  M^  JIkwut  .aQ4  a 
}is0^  dunng the  ^eiteriportion  of  which  ti^ 
.  he  seemed  scamely  sensible  ^to.any  t^ug  /^fhat 
passed,  he  began  to  jouse  bin^elf*  J^fJ^ 
grees  i»e  recovered  his  pene^^f^tian  i  >and  h^- 
ing  heard  freon  my  inouth,  some  i^f  ,the  n^ pst 
interesting,  m  acrimonious  pass9g§s  that  had 
t^k'en  place  .wMbe  he  was  asle^,  b^  went 
down'  again  iniio  the  ,fapdy  of  the  [Hptfj^e, 
placed  himself  by  Fpx  on  the  floor,  arid  made 


<me  ^  ibe>  moirt  dile»  (hrffiianW  as  .well  ^;  /^^^ 
IXttsming  %>6ecfaes,  that  I  er^x  Me$xd  )m^ 
pronottnce  wttfaih  thqse  waU&  No.msm  ;wlia 
HitteocMi  to  it,  could  have  imagioed  th»t  he  li^ 
foiA  a  single  secitence  of  thepfiecaeding  D^iitei 
<^  that  his  faculties  had  been  chmdid  by.fa* 
tigue  and  want  irf  rest. 

Lord  John  Ca^vtendudi,  wJokxbi'Fox  alir&jer 
selected  for  special  and  knportant  occasuKia; 
as  his* high  character  for  integrity  md  m^ 
rightness,  spread  a  sort  o^,  veil  over  the.  irre- 
gularities of  his  party ;  ^aaoved  an  Ameindipettt 
on  that  night,  to  the  Address  proposed. by 
the  l^ends  of  Adimnistration.  liOrd  JchaDi*3 
Amendment  was  however  couohed  in>  terms 
so  guarded,  with  ^  view  to  jMcure  as  many 
Votes  as  possible,  that  it  might  rather  be  term# 
ed  a  hesitation  in  api^ovii^,  than  any  direct 
censure  on  the  Peace.  ISiyen  Lord  Nqrth^ 
who  afterwards  proposed  a  second  Ameiid» 
ment,  in  which  he  recommended  the  Ameri'* 
can  Loyalists  to  His  Majesty's  consideration ; 
implied,  more  than  he  asserted,  that  they  had 
been  forgotten  or  abandoned  by  the  fraiaers 
of  the  Articles  of  Pacification  condudod  with 
the  thirteen  Colonies.  The  Coalition,  avowed 
by   Fpx,    was  not  xxAy  defitoded  wiih  the 
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bokUieM  afiddcKiisicmih^t  marked  hkich^^ 
ter ;  but  he  retorted  o&  the.  Lord  Advoicate; 
all  the  aorhnonious  expressions  whieh    feU 
from'  the  latter,   upon  the  sudden  uQion  of 
two<such  inveterate  Opponents.    Mn  Towns* 
end»  as  Secretary  of  State,  excelled  himself 
in  his  defence  of  the  Peace,  and  may  really  be 
said  to  have  in  some  measure  earned  on  that 
night,  the  Peerage  which  be  soon  aftearwards 
obtained.    I  never  saw  himdispli^y  sp,  much 
animation,  nor  beard  him  manifest  such  ability. 
Nor  ^ims  Pitt  wanting  to  himself,  or  to  his  party. 
But,  all  their  efforts  prqved  unavailing  to  sus- 
tain an  Administration,  which  had  been  ori«- 
ginally  established  on  too  shallow  foundations* 
After  a  Debate,  protracted  till  eight  o'clock 
in  the  Morning,  they  were  )eft  in  a  Minority 
of  sixteen.    Oily  iiine  Votes  therefcMre^  taken 
from  the  CoaUtion,  and  transferred  to  Minis- 
ters, would  have  given  them  a  Majority.  ^  and 
above  four  hundred  and  thirty  Members  voted 
on  the  occasion. 

I  compoiid  one  c^  the  Majority,  on  that 
memorable  night.  But  I  owe  it  nevertheless 
to  tirttth  and  to  candour  to  acknowledge,  tiiat 
when  I  consider  the  articles  of  the  Peace.con* 
chided  by  Lord  Shelburne,  aA^  the  lapse  of 


thirty  years,  I  aAi  inclined  to  view  it  througli 
a  more  favburltble  medium,  than  I  did  at 
the  tiftie/  •  Unquestionably,  of  the  three 
l^feAties,  namely,  those  signed  with  Frimce; 
Spain;,  and  Afnerka  ;  -^  for  with  Holland  no- 
thihg  definitive  had  been  arranged  j  —  the 
American  Treaty  was  much  the  most  humi* 
Hating,  as  well  as  injurious  to  Great  Britain*^ 
Besides  the  unconditional  recbgftition  of  the 
independance  of  the  Colonies,  and  the  cession 
of  so  many  fortified  places,  which  it  is  difiicult 
to  suppose  that  the  Amerieans  could  ever 
have  taken  from  us  by  force  of  arms ;  our 
ftbandoning  the  Loyalists  seemed,  in  the  esti- 
niation  of  people  the  most  dispassionate,  to 
afiix  a  degree  of  degradation  and  dishonour 
on  the  Nation  itself  To  Spain  we  likewise 
ceded  East  Florida,  in  addition  to  West  Flo- 
rida and  Minorca,  of  both  which,  that  power 
had  already  obtained  possession.  But,  in 
recompence  for  these  sacrifices,  it  must  be 
remembered,  that  France  restored  to  us  all 
our  captured  Islands  in  the  West  Indies, 
with  the  single  exception  of  Tobago ;  while 
we  possessed  nothing  to  oflfer  her  in  re-, 
turn,  except  the  restitution  of  St.  Lucie. 
All  the  stipulations  respecting  our  possessions 
jn  the  East  Indies ;  those  relative  to  the  Oun^ 
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if94fii  on  the  c(mt  of  Africa;  aad  the  Artides 
rc^giUaitiflg  the  right  of  &hery  on. the  banks  of 
Ketrfowidland ;  if  not  ftvouHrable  or  a.dv]Nitage* 
omin  themaeives,  mi^t  yet  hmm  beep  $igiied 
between  two  Crowns  treatiiig  on  equal  therms. 
Nor,  whjen  we  consider  the  exhausted  state  of 
!l^^land  at  the  dbse  of  ihe  American. War, 
OQlild  lli^y  justly  be  regarded  as  unbec<Hning 
us,  in  cf  der  to  dissolve  the  formidable  c&m- 
bittsAlan  then  leagued  against  this  country* 

While,  however,  I  thug  readily  adinit  Lord 
Slielburne's  title  to  national  approbation,  if 
Birt  gratitude,  for  the  Peace  of  January,  1783^ 
I  must  maintain,  and  I  tru^t  satisfactorily 
to  prove,  that  if  Lord  North,  instead  of  going 
out,  as  he  did,  in  March,  178^,  'had  remained 
in  (Office  ten  months  longer,  he  would  have 
cenduded  at  least  ias  advantageous,  if  not  a 
more  beneficial  Treaty.  We  shall  in  fact  find 
on  examining  the  subject,  that  Lord  North 
either  adopted  or  laid  down  all  the  found- 
ations, on  which  his  Successor  in  Office  reared 
that  superstructure.  In  other  words,  that 
Lord  Shelbume  only  used  the  materials  left  or 
provided  him  by  Ms  predecessor.  .  The  Peace 
rested  on  seven  distinct  grounds  or  prin- 
ciples, of  which  the  feirt  was  the  Recognition 


f>f4#9e}]k)wJt|^epi9»4eiiC«^  3«ti  X^irdJHorth 
ipaii^^ed.^«mch  ^^nta  xeadi«€^8,t0  ob^ 
the  wisbei  pf  tbp  Jlflwe/qf  C<»ww?W  jm  tlKHt 
)e9^9g  P9iiit^  1j[i£^j¥as4ftema]4»<4iewo  1^ 
J«QrA  S^i^ijiroe,  ,vl»  did  uirtt  .yiafld,  till  h^ 
yr^^^m^<M^.  m^  %l»  Cabinet :  whereas  l4)id 

J^lqlipn  ^f  1^j5  Md  afM?rf>ruary,  dp^ttMlg 
^*  1^  Attenip*jK)^«4iwe  tbf  €oIp»^  tQ.jajkif^* 
«<^^«  by  forge,  Juoapyrdetic^ble,"  Hum)* 
4i^7  toi^  M^wures  for  1^  purpose,  .  Qa 
ijie  5itb:^.  Maf eb^  njSwInd^  before  be  hid 
iiomoi  M^  pow^r,  WaUaoe,  tben  Attortu^ 
Gri^eiiaU. moved  in  his  .place,  for  leaive..td 
bdqg  ip  A  BiUf  ^^  to  wable  Hidi  Majesty  vtq 
«  43Qi%el¥de,a  Xruce or  Peace twith  diereivQlteA 
^Colimcfi  In  Aiaerica.".  Fox  Aflfeietod>ta 
Ueat  it  with  denbioa*  ibidcawe  jbe.  &ajied,ritci 
(^eration  bit  Pzahammt,  lajod  oa4li|ei|iuUic 
ornid^  pught .  pcoloog  tbe  existenoe  of  an 
Afkninistralioii  wbiish  be  bad  m  neaily  xun 
dqmn :  but  no,  impartial  man  questiooied  tbn 
First  Minister's  sincerity;  $nd  the  Victorj^ 
of  Congress  in  compelling  Lmd  Niortb  to  tceai 
with  Ameciea  as  .^  Soverdgn  Pawrei;,  wmiU 
b^e  been.moore  gratifying  to  tbe  States,  than 
tbe.  ^aB»e.  (traimpb  .obtained  oyer  any  other 
Minister,  of /Great  Britain. 
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The  flecond  cause  that  pf odkcdd  FAce^ 
vfBs  Sir  George  Rodney^s  vietory  'dv»  ©e 
Grasse,  which  at  odce  overturtiitig  ill  the  plam 
of  Vefgennes  in  the  West  IndiOs,   secured 
Jamaica  from  any  further  Attack  on  the  part 
of  France.    Of  this  splendid  victory,  though 
Sbx  reaped  all  the  benefit,  Lord  North  and 
Ldrd  Sandwich  had  unquestionably  the  whole 
merit.    We  may  even  safely  assert  or  assume 
that  if  the  Rockingham  Administration  had 
forced  their  way  into  Office  three  Months 
earlier,  the  Action  of  the  lalh  of  April  1782, 
would  never  have  taken  place,  or  might  have 
had  a  very  different  termination.    It  ia  not 
pretended    that  Pigot  possessed  any  other 
merit  thasi  his  connexion  with  Fox,  cem^ited 
at  Brooke's.    The  Measure  itself,  of  sending 
him  out  to  deprive  Rodney  of  the  Comtnanc^ 
excited  just  indignation :  nor  did  he  perform 
a  single  act  of  energy  after  his  arrival,  wbich^ 
could  have  accelerated  or  facilitated  the  ne- 
gociations  of  Peace.    I  believe,  he  never  cap- 
tured any  thing  except  a  l^anish  Polacre. 
Elliot's  destruction  of  the  Spanish  Gun^^boats 
before  Gibraltar,  on  the  13th  September  ;  by 
overwhelming  all  the  Projects  of  Charles  the 
Third  for  the  reduction  of  that  Fortress,  laid 
the  third  foundation  of  the  Treaty,  as  it  dis-: 
II 


^<Med  the  C^ibmet  of  Ma4rid  totemHiiftte/the 
yfmf,    fib^ppily*  Fcm  did  iR>t  mc^I  EUiot,  w 

pffSi9di&,/tovu  .  Lwd  Howe's  qiost  abb  Ma» 
jW^tone^'in  applying  Oibraltw  with  (Stores  0^ 
^«ry  tnndt  iiotwitl;istan4iBg  the  oppositb^n  of 
F¥«A<^  %Qd  &p9mf  formed  the  fotirth  ground- 
^ii^k  ql  the  P^p«.  la  the  i^oimpa^ion  of  ttifit 
^r^t  Naval  Offi^^r  to  the  Commaiidof  tljie 
Ffeeet,  aiad  in  that  Measure  solely,  had  Lord 
gfhglbunie  any.par^c^atipn  or  s^^;  as  cpnr 
txibut^g  to  terminate  the  contest*  Nor  would 
it  be  candid  to  deprive  him,  of  tb^  m^iit.  which 
he  may  thereby  claim ;  but,  neither,  o^gfat 
we  to  forget  that  Admiral  Darby  had  effected 
the  9ame  service  in  the  preceding  year,  aofd 
had  relievtad  Gibraltar,  under  nearly  ai|iiil»r 
impeflim^nts.      ;  .  •..; 

...     '      ■   .      ...  .'     .'<.* 

,  The  three  last  foundations  of  general  piu 
ci^pation  were  laid  in  the  East;  wfaece,  as 
early  as.  1778,  Lord  North  had. ably  aatici^ 
p^ted  the  French  macifainationay  by  getting 
po9^vioin.of  Fondi^herry.  (^  these  ^etding 
cm9fi$,;  ih^  fl^ost  essentialf!  perhaps,  XBi$^\ht 
d^med  the  separate  F^ltoe  mad^"  with,  t^e 
Mha]^att<i3  s  a  j^ieMwe  1  ^Kdusively  diie  to 
that  first  Mimtb^i  whp  in^  th«  Spriiig :  of  the 
year'  1781,  sent  out  Mr.  Maepherson,  49ince 
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6t)vern(xr  General  of  Bengd,  aad  crfeaiMi>4 
Biuxinet,  ns  a  Member  of  tiiie  Supreme  Council. 
I  kflow  that  hi9  secret^  InMruetiiftis  wer^ '«e 
eiidetfv'oiir  by '^ery  exertion  in  hifr  p^^^r^  add 
tf^emif  neeesKdry,  by  comid«mbl&  soci^bes^  to 
feraiiBaecl  the  Mhoratfca  War.-  IncbtapH^akte 
witfi  iJiose  direcfikmsi  on  his  arrival  at'  Majdras 
iB  October,  1781,  without  waiting  to  ccmsak 
listings,  who  was  then  at  a  distance  from 
GblGUtta;  Mr.  MacpherscHi,  toget^tr  with 
Lord  M^artney, '  S^r  Edward  Hughes;  and 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  MahomthAd*  Ally;  acting 
together  in  confcert,  addressed  letters  Jc^ntly  to 
the  Peshwah,  at  Poonah,  expressing  to  him,  in 
the  name  of  the  S6vereign  and  Mnisitry  of 
Ei^land,  their  sincere  and  ardent  inclinntkHi 
fo  Pfeace,  It  followed  in  a  very  short  spe^e^ 
of  time,  and  flowed  immediately  &&m  lM^ 
source.  Lord  Sandwich,  who  sent  out  Sir 
Bdwtoi  Hughes  to  dommaiftd  die  Bfiitsh  fleet 
.  m  the  East  Indies,  may*  cl^m  the  principal}  w 
eoicliisive  merit  6f  having  laid  the  ^ixd^  Bmih 
of  the  pacifieatibn'  of  Jantea^,  1783.  fbr; 
tfaougli  than  natal  Commabder  did  itMyt  V9tf« 
qoish-  Soflfrein  j  aa  Rodney  defeated  De  Otas^ei 
yet  her^uised'thefVeneh  Admiral,  when  w^ 
w)sreu^erior  to  him  inmsaftbei:  of  :shtfps  ^  ds* 
abled  tbtf  coied^a  veaadbf  attd'  fi^AMy  caiti-^ 
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petted  hind  to  fOstjoiOSe  Jm  ptdj^tts  of  c6^ 
ap^mkd  with  Hyder  A% ;  thud  protf  aetSiig 
the  eotttest,  tSA  inteffigence  of  a  general  fiacifii 
cation  reached  In<^.  The  last  groundwork 
of  peace,  was  due  to  Hastings,  as  Govemo* 
(General  of  Bengal,  and  to  the  Supreme  Coun^ 
c3,  for  the  promptitude  with  which,  afteir 
Hyder's  successful  irruption  into  the  Catnsidc 
in  1780,  they  dispatched  Sir  E3^e  Coote  with 
military  and  pecuniary  supplies,  to  the  aid 
of  that  nearly  subverted  Presidency,  tie  first 
arrested  the  progress  of  the  Sultan  of  Mysore, 
and  finally  compelled  him  to  retreat  across 
the  Mountains  of  the  Ghauts,  into  his  own 
dbmii^ions.  The  vast  fabrick  of  British  power 
in  the  East,  originally  convulsed  by  the  error* 
or  ineapacity  of  the  Boittbay  Government, 
degraded  by  Rumbold's  mal-administration, 
and  pei^h^s  e}q)osed  tohiazard  by  Hastings^s 
ambition,  Was  ultimately  preserved'  and 
strengthened;  Wheii  we  feirly  examine  ah&Ap^ 
preciate  these  'fiicts,  we  shaU  see  that  thdtigH 
Lord  Sheftnrme  signed^  or  t^iher  c&nchded 
the  Peacie  of  1783,  yet  Lord  Nojri;h*6  Adfrtinisi 
tration^  made  it.  In  fkct,  though  no  Blinistbr^ 
however  able  or  popular,  could  hkvt  longet 
prosecutefd  the  war  fo^  subjugating  flie  Colb- 
nies,  after  near  seven  years  of  a  ruinous  and 
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diagraccsful  content;  any  Minister,  however 
moderately  endowed  with  talQnt9»  having  in 
his  hands  the  means  possessed  by  Lord  Shel- 
bume,  might  have  terminated  the  struggle 
with  our  European  enemies,  on  making  the 
Recognition  of  American  Independance.  Un- 
questionably Lord  Shelburne  obtained  from 
the  French  Govemmenti  great  restitutions  in 
the  West  Indies :  but  the  enemy  kept  pos-^ 
session  of  Tobago,  and  we  restored  St.  Lu- 
cia ;  which  last  Island,  considered  as  a  mili- 
tary post,  was  inestimable  to  France. 

Spain  reaped  the  principal  benefit  of  the  Trea- 
ty)  as  in  addition  to  Minorca,  she  retained  or 
acquired  the  two  Floridas:  these  advantages 
were  however  dearly  purchased  by  her  severe 
losses  before  Gibraltar,  in  men,  money,  and 
$|hips;  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  be«des  Goree  and 
S^egal  on  the  Coast  of  Africa,  which  Posses- 
Sionis  rendered  him  master  of  the  Gum  Trade, 
|«covered  the  islands  of  St  Pierre  and  Mique- 
lon  situate  in  the  River  St.  Laurence.  Pondi- 
cherry,  t<^ether  with  the  French  Factories 
throughoi^t  Hindostan,  were  likewise  restored 
by  us:  but  Holland,  in  recompense  for  her  un- 
wifie,  as  well  as  unjust  Aggression,  lost  N^gapa^ 
tan),  her  only  Settleinent  of  im^ortwce  on  tibie 


tfS^.'}  MEMOIRS,  aSp. 

Coast  of  Coromandel.  America^  triumphed  ift 
the  contest ;  and  the  greatest  Statesmen  whom 
England  had  produeed,  though  they  con- 
curred in  scarcely  any  other  political  opinion/ 
yet  agreed  on  the  Point,  that  with  the  defalca^ 
tion  of  the  thirteen  Cdonies  from  the  Crown,* 
the  glory  and  greatness  of  Britain  were 
permanently  extinguished.  This  sentiment 
pervaded  Lord  Chatham's  last  Speech,  pro- 
nounced on  the  7th  of  April,  1778.  ^*  I  will 
^  never  consent,'*  exclaiiQed  he,  "  to  deprive 
"  the  Royal  Offspring  of  the  House  of  BnuxSf 
"  wic,  the  Heirs  of  the  Princess  Sophia,  of  their 
<*  fairest  Inheritance*  Where  is  the  mas  who 
**  will  dare  to  advise  such  a  measure  ?"  He 
considered  it  as  a  consummatioii  pregnant 
with  the  greatest  misfortunes.  Lord  Sfael* 
bume  even  surpassed  him  in  the  expressions 
of  despair,  at  contemplating  the  consequencea 
inevitably  resulting,  as  he  conceived,  from 
l^e  loss  of  America.  Not  once,  but  many 
times,  he  repeated  this  sentiment,  in  the  Housq 
of  Peers,  previous,  as  well  as  subsequent,  to 
his  becoming  First  Minister.  On  the  loth  of 
July,  1782,  when  constituted  first  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  he  declared  that  '^-whenever 
**  the  British  Pariiament  should  recogniroth^ 
*^  Sovereignty  of  the  thirteen  Commies,  the  Sun 
^*  of  England's  Glory  was  forever  set**~H9 
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<«  looked  for  a  Spwk  at  least  to  be  loft,  ^hich 
^  might  light  us  up  in  time  to  a  new  Day.  But 
^<  if  independence  were  once  conceded,  if  Par^ 
f '  liament  considered  that  measure  to  be  advis- 
^<  aUe,  he  foresaw  in  his  own  mind  that  £ng- 
<<  land  was  undone/'  It  seemed  impossible  to 
dothe  his  ideas  of  despair,  in  stronger  or  more 
energetic  Language.    Lord  Greorge  Germain 
entertainedy  as  I  know»  similar  apprehensions. 
.  %>eaking  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the 
xatb  December,  1781,  be  maintained,  a«  a 
Positioa  admitting  of  no  doubt,  that  '<  from 
••  the  instant  when  American  independence 
^  should  be  acknowledged^  the  British  £m-» 
^*  pire  was  rained/^     Here  we  have  three 
penMms  distinguished  by  pre-eminent  political 
taknts,  denouncing  national  ruin,  99  u^so* 
parable  from  the  loss  of  America.    The  same) 
sentiment  pervaded  all  claases  of  men  throu^- 
out  the  country.    How  are  we  to  account  f<^ 
the  non^fiilfilment  of  these  predictions  ?  How 
was  the  threatened  calamity  averted ;  and  by 
what  measures  was  Great  Britain,  aftej^^  losii^ 
thirteen  Colonies,,  rendered  more  formidable, 
wealthy^  oomm^ciali  and  great,  than  before 
btr  misfortunes?  Three  Causes  appear  to  xoe 
lo  have  prinoipiiUy  produced  so  extraordinary 
a  Bieiiomenom  which  h^s  no  parallel  in  the 
history,  of  natigi^.  _  /  .1 


^7^30  MKHOIESb  291 

The  ^st  wd  leading  cause  vrgi^^  the  pre- 
servation of  the  British  Constitution.  Lord 
North,  though  h^  lost  ArmieSy  conimercial 
Fleets,  Garrisons,  Islands,  an4  Provinces ;  yet 
defmded  and  preserved  the  PalladiuQi  of 
Civil  Liberty.  He  tniBsmitted  to  Lord  Rock- 
iiigham,  in  March,  1782,  as  he  had  r^eived 
firom  the  Puke  of  Orafton,  in  January  1770^ 
that  invaluable  possession,  inviolate.  Ouf 
ob^gations  to  him  are  great  and  indelible:  fef 
nv^&p  perhaps  did  any  Minister  surmount  more 
severa  attacks  than  he  endured.  The  losses 
and  disgraces  of  the  American  war,  followed 
by  b^vy  annual  Loans,  gave  rise  to  Meetings 
and  Associations,  whose  professed  object  was 
not  only  a  change  of  Administration,  but 
to  effect  reforms  and  alterations  in  the  par* 
Eamentary  Representation.  These  convoca^ 
tioas  of  Freeholders,  which  began  in  the 
County  of  Ywk,  towards  the  end  of  1779, 
soon  spread  ov^r  the  Kingdom,  and  were 
adopted  in  the  Capital  at  an  early  period  of 
the  year  1780.  Their  Resolutions,  patriotic 
in  profession,  and  perhaps  in  their  inteption, 
were  «iot  the  less  revohitionary  in  practiqe*^ 
Uk%  tbe  Chibs  at  Paris  in  1790,  they  floi^e-^ 
ii»tely  appointed  Covrespending  CammUtee^ 
vhose  (kityit  was  to  prepare  plans  ^As$Om 
fiiatiari  for  ameliorating  the  Constitution.  Men 
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of  the  highest  rank,  of  the  largest  property, 
and  of  the  most  unsullied  character,  carried 
along  by  the  torrent,  and  impatient  to  over- 
turn the  Ministry,  lent  themselves  to  the  ac- 
complishment  of  this  work.  .  As  early  as 
February,  1780,  Sir  George  Savile,  when  pre- 
senting in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  York 
Petition,  accompanied  it  with  language  such 
as  Ireton  or  Fleetwood  might  have  used,  when 
addressing  the  Rump  Parliament  in  16^21 
Language  calculated  to  intimidate,  and  ap- 
pealing obviously  to  external  inteiference* 
These  menaces  were  outdone  by  Sir  Jameft 
LoWther,  in  April  of  the  same  year,  on  bringing 
up  the  Petition  from  Cumberland.  He,  whom» 
«  Junius'*  denominates  "  the  little  contempt* 
«  ible  tyrant  of  the  North,*'  threatened  in  his 
Place,  that  if,  "  the  Grievances  enumerated 
<«  were  not  redressed,  the  Subscribers  would 
"  withhold  the  Taxes;"  thus  attempting  to 
overawe  the  Legislative  Body  whom  he  ad* 
dressed.  Fox,  as  might  Well  be  imagined, 
far  exceeded  his  adherents,  in  the  violence  of 
his  appeal  to  the  People.  On  the  6th  of 
April,  1780,  the  Qnresponding  Ckmrnittee  hav** 
ing  convened  the  Inhabitants  of  Westminster^ 
in  Palace  Yard,  Fox  read  and  commented  oa 
the   Report  presented  by  that  Committea; 
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while  the  Dukes  of  Devonshire  and  of  Port- 
land were  present  at  his  side:  but  the  Mar* 
>quis  of  Rockingham  absented  himsdif.  Gro* 
vemment  having  very  properly  ordered  out  a 
Body  of  the  Military  Force,  for  the  protection 
of  Parliament,  and  suppression  of  tumult  or 
violence;  Fox  proceeded  so  far  as  to  declare 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  *<  if  Soldiers 
«  were  thus  let  loose  on  the  constitutional 
<*  Assemblages  of  the  People,  all  who  attended 
«  them,  must  go  armed."  The  Cardinal  die 
Retz,  when  conducting  the  Parisian  populace, 
and  attempting  to  overturn  the  first  Minister  of 
that  day,  held  and  practised  precisely  the  same 
doctrine.  So  would  Mirabeau  have  done  iii  our 
dme;  or  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  HomeTooke. 

Nor  were  these  the  only  adversaries  with 
whom  Lord  North  had  to  contend,  when  de- 
fending  the  Constitution.  "  The  coldest  bo- 
dies,'' says  Junius,  "  warm  with  opposition  ; 
**  the  hardest  sparkle  in  collision."  Burke, 
who  ten  years  later,  drew  forth  his  powerful 
artillery  in  defence  of  Monarchy,  lent  himself 
too  much,  at  this  period  of  his  political  life,  it 
must  reluctantly  be  owned,  to  the  machi- 
nations of  Party.  Many  of  his  parliamentary 
Speeches  between  1779  and  1782,  breathe  the 
u  3 
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Spirit  df  Faction,  blended  with  intempemice 
of  language^  sometimes  descending  even  tx> 
invective.  Dunmx^>  though  trtxn^ht  up  to 
the  Bar^  and  possessed  of  sm  ample  fortune 
acquired  by  his  profession,  yet  levelled  a  vital 
blow  at  the  Constitution  of  his  Country,  when, 
on  th6  14th  of  April,  17S0,  he  moved  in  the 
House  of  CcMnmons,  **  not  to  dissolve  Parlia- 
<<  ment,  or  to  proro^e  the  Sesision,  till  prq[>er 
^^  measures  should  be  adopted  for  diminish^ 
<*  ilig  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  correct- 
*<  ing  the  other  evild  complained  of  in  the  Fe* 
^  titions/^  It  is  obvious  that  if  such  a  resolu- 
tion had  pasted,  the  King  would  have  stood  in 
the  situation  of  Chatles  the  First  in  16411  ^ 
the  Parliament  would  have  been  pkced  in  the 
very  Position  of  the  House  of  Commons  at  that 
awful  period  of  our  history*  Happily,  Dun- 
ning's  proposition  was  rejected  by  a  Majority 
of  fifty-»one  Votes,  in  a  very  full  House.  Fox, 
irritated  to  the  most  violent  degree  at  the  sidb- 
version  of  his  hopes  to  drive  Lord  North  frcMn 
power,  attributed  his  disappointment  to  the 
Operation  of  ministerial  corruption  among  the 
Members  who  voted  on  the  occasion*  But,  it 
unquestionably  resulted  from  the  alarm  excited 
among  the  moderate^  independent  part  of  the 
Assetnbly^  who  desiredi  indeed,  to  limit  and 


to  mEarms  bat  uat  to  annihilate,  the -pow^  oi 
the  Crown.  No  man  can  doabt  that  if  the 
prerogtitive  of  Pracogation  and  of  Disdolution 
had  been  tsksn  fromthe  Sovereign,  till  eveiy 
alledged  grievance  had  been  redressed,  the 
Constitutkni  mint  have  been  from  that  mo- 
ment sidaverted,  and  a  retiewal  of  the  Cahi* 
mities  of  Ciiaiies  the  First's  reign»  must  almost 
inevitably  have  followed.  To  Lord  North, 
tiierefore,  sustained  by  the  King's  firmness  of 
<diaracter,  we  owe  our  IVeservation  from  all 
the  evils  of  a  republicani  if  oot  a  revc^utioaary 
Oovemment.  Since  1688,  down  to  the  year 
179^^  when  we -were  menaced  with  the  hor- 
rors of  Frendi  Fraternization,  it  may  be  safely 
asserted  that  the  British  Constitution  never 
incurred  so  imminent  a  danger  of  subversion, 
as  in  1780. 

To  Mr.Htt  we  are  indebted  for  the  s^ond 
leading  cause  or  principle  of  our  national  B/e 
suscitation  and  recovery,  after  losing  America. 
His  Institution  of  the  Sialdng  Fund  c^  a 
Million  Sterling,  in  the  Spring  of  1786,  by 
its  beneficial  operation  on  the  public  Credit, 
Comsaeroe,  and  Finanoes,  might  be  said  to 
revivify  the  Stat^  and  still  continues  to  das- 
peme  with  augttentipg  powera,  its  salutary 
u  4 
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influence.    The  third  source  of  our  prosperity 
came  from  the  East^  where,  without  a  Meta- 
phor, the  Sun  of  Britain  rose,  as  it  set  in  the 
West.     Since  1783,  our  acquisitions  and  pos- 
sessions in  that  portion  of  the  Globe,  have  been 
perpetually  in  a  State  of  Progression*    All  our 
losses  on  the  Delaware   and  on  the  Chesa- 
peake, have  been  more  than  compensated  by 
our  Conquests  on  the  Ganges,    or  on  the 
Coasts    of  Coromandel  and  Malabar.     The 
augmentations  of  territory  in  Oude,  as  well  as 
in  Corah  and  Dooab,  including  Dehli  itself, 
the  Metropolis  of  the  Mogul  Princes  j  the 
seizure  of  the  Camatic ;  the  dissolution  of  the 
Mysore  Monarchy  in  the  person  of  Tippoo 
Sultan  ;  the  reduction  of  Ceylon^  and  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,   not  to  mention  many 
inferior  objects  of  attention  ;  —  these  prodi- 
gious   accumulations   of  Power  and  Wealth 
have  obliterated  almost  the  recollections  of 
the  American  struggle,  and  have  closed  all 
the  wounds  caused  by  that  unfortunate  War.    / 
An  annual  Revenue  of  more  than  fifteen  Mil- 
lions Sterling  raised  in  India,  payable,  not  in 
Paper,  but  in  Specie  ;  together  with  the  Com- 
merce of  the  East,  continually  poured  into  our 
Harbours  J  have  enabled  us,  after  contending 
for  nearly  twenty  years  with    the  power  of 


France,  successively  wielded  by  Robespierre 
and  by  Bonaparte,  to  terminate  the  conflict  in 
the  most  triumphant  manner.  I  return  to  the 
progress  of  public  affairs. 

However  much  the  Treaty  of  1783,  maybe 
entitled  to  national  approval,  yet  the  members 
of  that  Administration  at  the  head  of  which 
.  Lord  North  had  so  long  presided,  might,  never- 
theless, be  fully  justified  in  severely  arraigning 
a  Peace,  which  relinquished  to  America  al- 
most every  point  or  object,  for  the  maintenance 
of  which  /A^  had  contended,  from  1775 
down  to  1782.  They  might  justly  feel  in. 
dignant  at  the  dereliction  of  the  Loyalists ; 
at  the  evacuation  of  New  York  and  Charles 
Town ;  and  at  the  sacrifice  of  immense  tracts 
of  territory,  extending  through  near  twenty 
degrees  of  Latitude,  and  as  many  of  Longi- 
tude; including  Indian  Nations  our  Allies, 
and  containing  incalculable  commercial  ad- 
vantages. When  Lord  Sackville  and  Lord 
Stormont,  in  the  House  of  Peers,  compared 
such  a  Treaty  with  past  periods  of  our  history, 
and  accused  the  Ministry  of  doing  acts  more 
culpable,  than  even  Lord  Oxfordj  and  Lord 
Boliiigbroke  had  committed  at  Utrecht ;  they 
might  at  least  be  considered  as  speaking  with 
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toimstencff  ind  in  oonformity  to  tkeir  avow-* 
ed  principles.  But,  it  seems  more  ^iifficult  to 
ctmceive,  and  to  expimn,  upon  what  j^KKuSMi 
Foa^  could  reprobate  sudi  Brdiminartee^  He 
had  loudly  and  repeatedly  declaimed  for  suc- 
cessive ye^rs,  on  the  indispemable  necessity 
of  obtaining  almost  any  Pbace,  however  com- 
parativdy  bad,  as  imperiously  demanded  by 
the  fallen  condition  of  Great  Britain.  He^ 
who»  considering  the  Americans  as  originally 
justified,  in  resisting  the  mother  cmmtry, 
had  often  undertaken  their  defence  in  the 
House  of  Commons :  while  he  always  stig- 
matiEed  the  Loyalists  with  every  opprobrious 
M  contemptuous  l^itiiet.  He^  whom  I  had, 
mywlf,  heard  dedare  from  the  same  side 
the  House,  not  twelve  Months  before,  on  the 
fifth  day  of  ilifarch,  178a,  that  **  whenever 
*^  he  should  enter  into  any  terms  with  an 
«  individual  <rf  Lord  Nordi's  Cabinet,  be 
^  would  rest  satisfied  to  be  called  the  most  in- 
^*  fkmouB  of  mankind/'  Adding,  that  ^  he 
*^  imv&r  could  noumh  the  idea  of  coa- 
^  l&scing  with  Ministers^  who  had  proved 
^  themselves  detoid  of  honour  and  honesty ; 
^  a^  in  the  hinds  of  «uch  men^  he  wcftdd  not 
^  fbr  A  wmmA  entrust  his  own  honour^''  To 
t^muih  ovtTy  thez«fi)re,  so  conqiiete  a  dunge 


qf  l4i>gui^e»  s6i%tiat(eiite»  and  $p^tmtt,  reqmir* 
ed  all  those  t$l^t$,  that  bold  eloquence  ted 
4ifif egard  of  pubUc  opinion,  which  met  in  hhn* 
I  never  indeed  r^ardd^d  him  aA  animi^d  by 
any  other  motives^  in  his  o|iiM>siti«a  to  the 
Peat^  of  1783^  than  ambition  and  desire  of 
power*    Personally  odious  to  the  Kmg»  as  ibt« 
well  knew  himself  to  be,  on  account  of  his 
private  irregularities,  not  less  than  itom  the 
line  of  political  action  which  he  had  embraced 
during  many  years;  he  beheld  no  mode  tot 
dbance  of  speedily  entering  th«  GaUnet,  ea&> 
cept  by  uniting  at  once  with  Lord  Norths 
Thbse  persons  who  tiiink  that  abilities  such  ai 
his^  ought  not  to  have  been  lost  to  his  coim«> 
tryi  or  Excluded  frokn  the  Councils  of  the 
(>own,  will  however  Me  cause  probably^  to 
justify  in  some  degree,  his  sacrifice  of  poyti* 
obI  principle,  to  an  oytt-tnling  nece^ty.  But, 
it  became  apparent  by  tfat  events  that  soon 
followed  the  Coalition  of  1783,  how  lUll&rent 
a  sentence  the  majority  of  the  nation,  passed 
on  that  memorable  umon«    Hbe  people  behrid 
in  it  a  complete  renunciation  of  eve^  object 
for  which  Fox  had  affected  to  contend;  and 
they  r^^arded,  not  mttt«ty  with  in^itiflbt«^oe^ 
but  with  satiifactiWH  hia  iUbMI^Mt  ttj^ 
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Lord  North's  junction  with  the  party  which 
had  $0  long  opposed  him,  has  always  appear-* 
ed  to  me  to  admit  of  much  more  paUiation, 
tlum  the  conduct  of  Fox  and  his  adherents. 
The  former  Nobleman,  by  no  means  in  very 
affluent  circumstances,  encumbered  with  a 
numerous  family,  saw  himself  proscribed  and 
excluded  from  the  Cabinet,  for  having  un- 
successfully maintained  the  Prerogative  d€ 
the  Crown,  and  the  Supremacy  of  Parliament, 
ugainst  the  American  Insurgents.  In  this 
situation,  unprotected  by  the  Sovereign,  who 
wad  unable  to  extend  any  assistance  to  him  ; 
and  unpopular  with  the  nation,  because  he  had 
be^i  unfortunate;  Fox  opened  his  arms,  and 
c^ered  him  an  alliance^  Was  he  bound  to  reject 
it,  and  thus  pass  a  sentence  of  political  exclu« 
aion  on  himself? — But,  even  if  he  had  so  done, 
worse  evils  {^resented  themselves  in  prospect. 
A  union  between  Fox  and  Pitt,  would  have 
eventually  produced,  in  all  probability,  his 
own  impeachment,  aiid  that  of  other  mem- 
bers of  his  former  Cabinet.  Nor  could  he 
have  found  any  security  from  such  a  prose* 
cution,  either  in  the  royai  authority,  in  the 
adherence  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  in 
the  affection  of  the  country.  He  might  have 
been  made  the  victim  and  the  sacrifice,  for 
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the  loss  of  ^npire,  for  the  disgraces,  defeats, 
capitolatiofis,  and  ruinous  expenditure  of  an 
iiirfortariate  war.  Fox  and  Burke  had  a 
hundred  times  menaced  him  with  the  block. 
i*itt,  who,  it  was  evident,  entertained  si- 
milar opinions  respecting  his  Administra^ 
tion,  did  not  at  all  conceal  them.  By  ac- 
cepting the  overtures  of  the  Rockingham  par^ 
ty.  Lord  Nortii,  therefore,  at  least  secured 
his  personal  safety,  and  opened  to  himself  an 
avenue  to  the  resumption  of  power.  It  wad 
not,  33 1  have  always  thought,  the  act  of  unitinj^ 
with  Fox,  that  in  itself  disgraced  him ;  but, 
the  too  ready  subserviency  with  which  he  after- 
wwds  lent  himself  to  every  measure,  whidi 
that  enterprizihg  and  ambitious  Statesman, 
having  again  forced  his  way  into  the  Cabinet, 
thought  it  necessary  to  adopt,  in  order  to 
maintain  himself  in  a  situation,  which  he  had 
attained,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  his  Sove^ 
reign* 

The  victory  obtained  by  the  new  Coalition, 
ever  Mini^ters^  in  the  House  of  Ccmimons,  hoW* 
ever  flattering  it  might  be  to  their  hopes,fyet  be- 
ing by  no  means  decisive;  and  the  Peace  having 
been  approved  in  the  upper  House  j  in  order 
to  compel  Lord  Shelburne's  resignation,  it  bei 
<^ame  necessary  to  express  in  more  affirmative 
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Uiigiuige,  »  parliameiitaiy  duafiprQbatioQ  of 
the  PreUmintrids.  Fof  Ats  poupose,  four  dayer 
«ft«r  the  first  Debate,  a  etcond  discuMOit  took 
plaocb  whefi  a  Motion  tur  Besoiution  to  tho 
eifect  abovo  nientioiied»  via  broKigbt  forward  t 
latd  Joho  Cavendbb  lading  biiasalf  tgam 
to  mtxoduce  the  buineat.  It  iras  iibdeed  a 
acnrice  of  some  dwger  mA  deHewyt  r^qn^ 
ing  all  tho  rcputatioo  ^rtiieh  tiiat  NoUanum 
cttjoTod  Soi  pohitiisal  rectitgndt^  to  pratmH;  his 
fttfndi  from  the  imputation  excited'  by  the 
late  CoaUttoQc  I{e  md&mmrtd  im  juitify  it 
against  the  severe  animadversions  cf  Poiii« 
and  of  either  JIf  emb^ra  irfao  had  generally  voted 
irith  the  BiMddngiiaia  Party ;  by  ocmipajuf 
Fox^i  union  with  Lord  Nor^,  to  the  Admi^ 
QiabratioQ  formed  in  June,  1757^  irhon  ihd 
first  Mr^Pitt  coalesced  wit^  the  Duke  c^  ^tm4 
oastle^  whom  be  had  during  many  yearaop^ 
posed  and  reprobated,  But»  however  apalagaua 
in  many  respects  that  transaction  might  be»  yet 
it  failed  in  carrying  the  moral  conviction  to 
the  mads  tf  Im  bearem*  irbieb  Lord  John 
ai^iteid  to  prodncse  by  bk  99mfi9mmL  Tbo 
^f^M^w^a  ngim  attacked  and  defended  m 
U»  0¥m  proper  o^erit^  at  gx^k  Im^gth,  with 
«qvftl  uflSgexwityi  asperity*  a»d  profound  t«ow-» 
hi^  of  the  wl]^«etf     Tboie  vbo  beard 
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mgy  euiBOt  easily  forg^  tb^  impresstoh 
made  upon  his  audieneei  by  a  S^ech  which 
aa^t  be  said  to  unite,  all  the  pe^vara  of  aw 
gument,  eloquenee,  and  impassioned  deda^ 
matton.  He  aeemed  to  iSghtf  ind^d,  aa 
Castar  did  at  Mimda»  not  merely  for  eiapire^ 
or  fin  power)  but,  fiur  Me.  After  defending^ 
article  by  arttde^  the  Treaties  conchided;  he 
finished  by  dapreoating  **  the  iU  (Hnened  and 
^^  baneful  alliance'^  which  had  just  taken  ptaoe 
between  Lord  North  and  i^ox,  as  teeoning 
with  pernicious  effects  of  every  kixMl  ta  the 
country.  Then  reverting  to  the  consequences 
which  it  might  produce  personally  to  bimself» 
he  professed  his  readiness  to  retire  to  a  pri<- 
vate  station  without  regret.  Alluding  to  so 
material  an  impending  change  in  his  own 
oondition,  he  exclaimed, 

"  Fortuna  saevo  teta  N^otio^  et 
Liudum  insolentem  ludere  perdnax, 
Transmutiat  mcertas  honores, 
Nunc  mihi,  nunc  alii  benigna. 
Laudo  nuinentem :  si  celeres  c]|[uatit 
PeimaSi  resigno  quse  dedk/' 


With  an  admirable  presence  of  mind,  which 
aever  forsook  him,  he  here  paused  j  andcQiV- 
sdoua  that  the  words  o£  t^e  Roman  poet  im^- 
in^diately  following,  ^^  €t  mea  virtute  ff»  m^ 
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^  volvo^'*  might  serai  to  imply  a  hi^er  idea 
of  his  own  meiit  or  disinterestedness,  than  it 
would  become  him  to  avow,  he  cast. his  eyes 
on  the  floor.  A  moment  ot  two  of  silence 
elapsed,  while  all  attention  was  directed  to- 
wards him  from  every  quarter  of  the  House* 
During  this  interval  he  slowly  drew  his  hand^ 
kerchief  [from  his  pocket,  passed  it  once  or 
twice  across  his  lips,  and  then  recovering  as  it 
were  from  his  temporary  embarrassment,  he 
added  with  Emphasis,  striking  his  hand  on 
the  table^ 

u  probamque  .   . 


"  Pauperiem  sine  dote  quaero." 

Perhaps  amore  masterly  and  beautiful  piece 
di  oratorical  acting,  is  not  to  be  found  in  An- 
tiquity. Even  if  we  suppose  the  whole  pas- 
sage to  have  been  studied  and  prepared,  yet 
the  delicacy  of  the  omission  is  not  less  ad* 
mirable.  I  believe,  however,  that  both  the 
lines  which  he  cited,  and  the  one  which  he 
suppressed,  were  all  equally  suggested  to 
him  by  .his  feelii^  and  his  judgment  at  the 
time.  Its  effect  on  that  part  of  the  House 
which  perfectly  understood  it,  corresponded 
to  its  merit.  But  Mr.  Pitt,  who  well  knew 
how  large  a  part  of  his  audience,  especially 
among  the  Country  Gentlemen,  were  little 
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conversant  in  the  writings  of  the  Augustan 
AgBf  or  fisniliar  with  Horace^  always  displayed 
^reat  caution  in  boitawing  from  those,  classic 
tources.  hi  the  lapse  of  fbiutieen  years  that  I 
hiiye  heard  him  ahnost  daily  address  the 
House  of  Commons,  I  question  if  be  made 
in  all,  more  than  eight  or  ten  citations.  Fox 
and'  Sheridan,  though  not  equally  severe  in 
that  retsipect,  yet  never  abused  or  injudicious 
ei^nded  the  stores  €if  antient  literature  that 
tbc^  possesn^ed*  Burke's  enthusiasm,  his  ex* 
liatisdess  memory,  and  hixuriaiit  imagination, 
more  freqaently  carried  Min  away  into  the 
times  of  Virgil  and  Cicero :  whSe  Bs^ttk  nsi?- 
itty  condescended,  when^er  he  quoted  Latin, 
to  transtl^te  for  the  b^iefit  of  the  County 
Meodberil. 

^ist  Fe^ruaty^]  A  minority  of  seoentemi  m 
which  the.  Ministry  remained  at  the  dose  of  tl^ 
Debated  which  took  place  at  t  very  kte  hour^ 
fttkdiii  a  Very  crowded  House  of  Commofts^ 
where  near  fom:  hundred  Members  V(&ted; 
Deemed  to  secure  the  triumph  of  the  CocQiti^n^ 
Yet,  as  jw  diilect  ceiumre  had  hitherto  been 
passed  upon  th^e  Acbminif^ratiO&j  and  a»tbe 
edttdeouiariion  expressed  i^elsEti^  to  the  PeacCi 
iM»  bdttched  m  vmy  mifA^Ae  itvmsi ; 

VOL.  !!•  X 
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stating  that  '^  the  cbncesakms  inide,  were 
«*  greater  than  our  adversaries  were  entitled 
"  to  demand  j'*  it  did  not  by  any  means  fol- 
low, that  a  change  in  the  government  would 
take  place.  Lord  North  himself  had  suii« 
ciently /demonstrated,  during  the  two  Session]^ 
of  1779  and  1780,  how  little  effiict  a  m^rity 
had,  in  compelling  him  to  retire  from  Office.; 
and  the  political,  if  not  moral  disapprobation^ 
felt  at  the  recent  junction  of  two  meh  wiha 
had  so  long  condemned  and  reprobated  each 
other,  pervaded  to  a  certain  degree^  attxankai 
Even  the  very  majority  which  had\dis^-i 
proved  of  the  Tre^'ties,  asii^equate  to  <mt 
just  expectations,  yet  might  not  follow  tip 
their  Vote  by  any  personal  attack  on  Minij^rs ; 
or  if  they  did,  might  fail  to  carry  the  House 
with  them.  And  if  so,  the  Coalition  would 
temain  seated,  as  before,  oh  the  Opposition 
Bench,  without  deriving  any  benefit  from  dieir 
late  success.  A  first  Lord  of.  the  Tretoury» 
)vho,  to  conscious  integrity,  joined  fortitude 
^.nd  resources  of  cbatact^r,^seem]ed  exempt 
from  any  necieasity  of  resigning,  on. account 
()f  thQ  danger  of  Impeaduueiib  ;  a«id  might 
gtilly  by  protracting  th^  .!itniggle»  ^ermiDsute 
it  advantageously  to  himself.  Such,  wcsee* the 
opinions  at  that  time  ||;enera]Iy  entertained^ 
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and  the  expectations  formed,  both  ini  and  put 
of  Parliament 

But>  all  the^e  political  speculations  were 
^suddenly  overturned  by  Lord  Sheibume*s  im» 
mediate  resignation.  Without  waiting  ibr 
any  broader  hint,  or  trying  by  any  exertion^; 
to  perpetuate  his'possessionof  power,  he  re- 
tired from  Ministry,  as  so  many  of  his  prede^ 
cessors  had  done  during  the  present  reign. 
There  has  always  appeared  to  be  something 
mysterious  in  ,the  motives  wjiich  impelled  him 
thu&  precipitately,  if. not  pifepi^urely,  to 
abandon  a  situation  which  he  had  attained 
with  so  much  labour,  as  weU  a^  addr^ss^  and 
from  which  he  can  scarcely^  be  md  %o.  h*ye 
been  driven.  So  singular  a  !fect  was  vatltewfely 
explained  or  interpfpted  at  the  time.  Asf  0ye» 
his  exponents  neither  attributed  to  hipi  ^BfA 
of  ambition^  nor  any  defect  of  firmness,  it  her 
came  requibsdte  to  discover  and  to  assigu: other 
reasons  for  his  conduct.  Humoiiirs,:  which -sut^ 
deep  in  the  public  mind,  were  not  only  spread; 
but  remained*  uncontradictedf  assorting  th^ 
Lord  Sheiburne  had  not  scrupled  to  av^il  hii^ 
sdf  of  hi&ofl^ial  situation,  and  the  Jcfti^^wli^dgs 
of  various  kinds  that  it  conferred,  forpurposi^ 
X  2 
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6f  private  emolument.  It  was  pretended,  that 
during  the  period  which  preceded  the  l^e 
Peace,  and  while  the  Negociations  were  still 
pending)  persons,  subsequently  ascertained  to 
have  acted  by  his  secret  directions,  had  specu- 
lated largely,  as  well  as  advantageously,  in  the 
public  Funds.  The  active  malignity  of  his  ene^ 
mies  impelled  them  to  trace  these  concealed 
agents,  smd  to  obtain  proofs,  real  or  fictitious, 
t^the  fact.  Even  the  names  of  Broken^,  and 
the  sums  actmilly  purchased,  to  an  immense 
amount,  which  were  maintained  to  have  been 
dk>ne  on  Lord  Shdibume's  account,  were  ac- 
torately  specified.  Similar  accusations  had 
luittnv  indeed,  made,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
Mrved,  agmnM  Lord  Bote  in  1762'^  who  then 
ilAnbitdd  the .  House  in  Berkeley  Sq^iare, 
t^hich  the  lU^tud  Fil^t  Minister  had  purchased 
^rf  kiifi,  and  now  occupied.  It  was  commonly 
^d  *<  to  have  bteft  oonstfucied  by  one  Peace, 
«  and  p^d  fdr  by  another/*  If  these  tepotts 
4)fiHigifid^€d  oldy  in  political  hostility,  it  must 
ib#  ai^nil^ed  that  Lord  Shelbuti^  was  most  uh- 
^idAvLtOitt  i  no « wch  imputations  faa^ng  been 
«(*«r  thro"wn  oa  liord  Norfli,  on  Fox,  or  tti 
FJtl  triiile  in  power,  ^svM!  by  their  tnost  tm- 
ylMsd^le  iulve«rsaries.  ^ 
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In  addition  to  the  pretended  iactjB  aboy^ 

related,  others  were  invented  or  enumerated,; 

strongly  corroborating  them.    It  was  said  i<f 

be  matter  of  notoriety,  that  pre\dous  to  hi» 

coming  into  office  as  First  Ministeir,  XrprA 

Shelbume's    landed    property    in    IrQlM'd^ 

as  well  as  his  estates  at  Bowood  in  Wilt* 

shire,  were  all  greatly  encumbered.     Hk  eno* 

mies  asserted,  that  soon  a^er  thq  conclU'» 

sion  of  Peace,  the  mortgages  were  paid  off, 

and  his  debts  discharged.  But,  a  circumstance 

which  made  a  greater  impression,  arose  frQin 

the  weight  which  Pitt  himself  involuntarily 

gave  to  these  allegations,  by  his  own  line  of 

conduct  towards    Lord    Shelburne.     Thf^r^i 

seemed,  indeed,  an  internal  evidence  in  Pitt's 

mode  of  acting,  which  implied  his  disapprp-» 

bation-,  dither  of  that  Nobleman's  general  chtt* 

racter,  or  of  some  censurable  act  done  by  him 

while  in  employment.  For,  though  scarcely  ten 

months  elapsed  before  Pitt  cam^  ^ain  into 

power,  yet  he  never  associated  Lord  Shel* 

bume  to  any  share  of  it,  nor  would  even 

consent  to  give  him  a  place  in  the  Cabinet,  as 

lK)rd  President,  or  as  I^rd  Privy  Seai.    So 

pointed  an  exclusion  of  the  man,  who  had 

first  called  him  up  to  the  CqubciIs  of  the 

Sovere^Ui  and  placed  him  th«re  M  Chanceijlor 

X  3 
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ef  the  Exchequer,  at  three  and  twenty,  can 
scarcely  be  explained  or  accounted  for,  except 
by  some  Buch  supposition.  It  is  true  that  Pitt 
pronounced,  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
from  the  Treasury  Bench,  the  highest  Enco- 
miums on  his  principal,  during  the  course  of 
the  discussions  relative  to  the  Peace.  In  his 
memorable  Speech  of  the  21st  of  February, 
he  even  alluded  with  indignant  warmth,  to  the 
**  arts  of  defamation  "  which  Lord  Shel- 
burne's  enemies  adopted,  for  the  purpose  of 
degrading  him  in  the  national  estimation : 
arts,  of  which  Pitt  professed  his  scorn,  as 
well  as  his  conviction  of  their  falsehood.  But, 
either  he  subsequently  altered  his  opinion,  or 
his  actions  contradicted  his  professions.  That 
towards  the  end  of  1784,  when  Pitt  was  esta-. 
blished  in  power,  he  advised  His  Majesty  to 
raise  Lord  Shelburne  to  the  rank  of  a  British 
Marquis,  must  likewise  be  admitted.  But,  that 
Title  was  understood  to  be  given,  (like  the  Earl- 
dom of  Lonsdale,  conferred  by  Pitt  on  Sir  James 
Lowther,  earlier  in  the  same  year),  as  pay- 
jnent  in  fidl  from  the  first  Minister,  for  all  past 
obligations  or  services.  Lord  Shelburne,  after 
his  resignation,  aeemed  in  fact  to  be  regarded 
as  politically  extinct,  though  still  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  4II  his  faculties  of  body  and 
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mind)  nor  at  all  supposed  to  want  ambition^ 
The  Marquis  of  Lansdown,  as  a  Peer  of  Par- 
liament, sometimes  took  a  part  in  the  Debates 
of  the  upper  House ;  but  he  never  openly 
aspired  again  to  become  first  Lord,  of  the 
Treasury,  nor  even  to  enter  the  Cabinet. 

March.]  Throughout  the  whole  proceeding 
of  the  Ministerial  change  that  took  place  at 
this  time,  there  was  something  .personal,  which 
attached  exclusively  to  himself.  He  resigned, 
almost  immediately  after  the  second  Debate, 
of  which  I  have  spoken ;  but  the  Admirdstra^ 
Hon  was  by  no  means  on  that  account,  at  an 
end.  Pitt,  far  from  following  his  example,  re- 
mained in  office  more  than  five  weeks,  as 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  after  the  first 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  retired  ;  a  circum- 
stance unprecedented  in  our  History  !  —  An 
extraordinary  and  anomalous  interval  of  time 
followed  Lord  Shejburne's  resignation,  during 
which,  the  functions  of  government  may  be 
said  to  have  suffered  a  suspension  ;  while  the 
King,  the  Ministry,  and  the  Candidates  for 
power,  stood  looking  at  ^ach  other.  Wil- 
liam the  Third  never  displayed  more  steadi- 
ness or  determination,  at  any  period  of  his 
life,  cither  when  Prince  of  Ojij^ge,  or  after 
X  4 
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his  devatibn  to  the  Crown  of  England,  than 
George  the  Third  manifested,  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  *<  Interregnum,''  as  it  was  de« 
nominated.  Though  his  first  Minifiter  had 
quitted  him,  he  did  not  abandon  himself,  or 
forsake  those  individuals  who  remained  faith* 
ful  to  him.  On  the  contrary,  he  made  the 
most  desperate  efforts  to  avoid  passing  under 
a  yoke,  which  he  considered  as  equally  painful 
to  himself,  and,  pernicious  to  his  people. 

The  Coalition  having  twice  defeated  Ad« 
ministration  in  the  House  of  Conmians, 
and  having  compelled  Lord  Shelbume  to  re- 
tire, considered  the  business  as  effected,  and 
their  triumph  secure.  JS^esting  therefore  on 
dieir  Arms,  without  attempting  to  push  their 
advantages  farther,  they  waited  till  the  King 
should  send  to  the  two  leaders,  in  order  to 
fi>rm  a  new  Mnistry.  But,  in  this  expecta* 
tion,  however  natural,  they  greatly  deceived 
themselves^  That  Prince,  as  if  conscious  that 
Lord  Shelburne  constituted  the  principal,  and 
the  most  vulnerable  object  of  attack,  having 
disembarrassed  his  Councils  of  the  weight 
that  encumbered  them,  endeavoured  to  re« 
pair  the  breach,  and  to  form  a  new  rampart 
against  Lord  North  and  Fox.    It  might  per* 
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h«ps  have  been  imagined,  that  the  presence  of 
th^  former  Nobleman  in  Calnnet^  and  l^e 
share  of  Power  which  must  necessarily  be  al- 
lotted to  him  and  his  friends,  in  the  formation 
of  a  new  Government }  would  have  tranquil^ 
Uzed  the  King's  mind,  by  affording  a  security 
against  the  attempts  or  character  of  the  latter 
statesman.  But,  he  knew  by  the  experience  of 
many  years,  the  pliability  and  easiness  of  Lord 
North's  nature :  nor  was  he  unacquainted  with 
the  energy  of  Fox's  mind^  or  unapprised  of  the 
efforts  thai  he  would  probably  make,  in  order 
to  cement,  and  to  perpetuate  that  elevation, 
which  he  had  now  nearly  attained  with  so  much 
difficulty.  The  King,  who  considered  Fox  as 
a  man  ruined  in  Fortune,  of  relaxed  morals, 
SBd  surrounded  with  a  crowd  of  followers  re^ 
sembling  him  in  these  particulars;  deprecated 
as  the  severest  misfortune  to  himself  and  to  his 
Subjects,  the  necessity  of  taking  such  a  person, 
however  eminent  for  capacity,  into  his  confi«- 
dence  or  councils.  When  we  consider  these 
circumstances,  we  diall  not  wonder  at  the  long, 
though  ineffectual  resistance  made  by  His 
Majesty,  before  he  submitted  to  receive  the 
Law  from  the  *<  Coalition.'^ 

During  the  course  of  the  Month  of  Mardi, 
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every  Measure  was  adopted  on  the  part  of  the 
King,  that  promised  to  avert  so  great  an  evil» 
and  to  frustrate  the  hopes  of  the  new  Confe- 
derates. Earl  Gower,  to  whom  the  place  just 
vacated  by  Lord  Shelbume,  was  ofiered,  ma- 
nifested the  utmost  readiness  to  accept  it,  if 
the  probable  means  of  maintaining  himself 
there,  could  be  demonstrated.  But,  by  what 
expedient  could  a  Minority  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  be  converted  by  him  at  once  into  a 
Majority?  The  difficulties  being  considered  as 
insuperable,  the  experiment  was  therefore  at 
length  abandoned.  Meanwhile,  the  Coa&Uorii 
indignant  at  so  long  a  delay,  began  to  mani-^ 
fest  s3rmptoms  of  impatience.  Mr.  Coke,  Mem-^ 
ber  for  the  County  of  Norfolk,  a  gentleman 
equally  respectable  for  character,  and  distin* 
guished  for  his  immense  property,  having 
given  notice  on  the  19th  of  March,  that  if  no 
Ministry  should  be  formed  in  the  course  of  two 
days,  he  would  move  an  address  to  the  Crown, 
on  the  subject;  the  King,  conceiving  it  dan- 
gerous, as  well  as  useless,  to  protract  the  con- 
test, sent  his  Commands  to  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land and  Lord  North,  to  wait  upon  him  at  St. 
James's.  I  have  been  assured  that  at  the  Au- 
dience which  took  place,  His  Majesty  offered 
to  concede  every  point  in  litigation,  except 
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one ;  namely,  that  Lord  Thuriow  should  not 
be  deprived  of  the  Great  Seal.  If  that  No- 
bleman, he  said,  were  permitted  to  remain 
in  Office,  he  would  allow  the  new  Minis- 
ters to  dispose  of  all  other  Employments 
at  their  pleasure.  But,  no  arguments  could 
induce  the  Coalition  to  relax  upon  so  essential 
an  Article.  Fox  equally  disliked  and  dreaded 
the  Chancellor,  whose  intractability,  when 
added  to  his  influence  over  the  Royal  mind, 
in  a  place  which  rendered  him  the  Director  of 
his  Sovei*eign's  conscience ;  exposed  the  new 
Candidates  for  Office,  to  perpetual  danger. 
TTiey  insisted  peremptorily  on  putting  the 
Great  Seal  into  Commission.  Their  propo- 
sition being  as  firmly  rejected  by  His  Majesty, 
the  Conference  terminated  without  any  pro- 
gress or  beneficial  result. 

1 9th  March.]  Just  at  this  critical  juncture 
died  the  Honourable  Dr.  Frederick  Comwallis, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury ;  a  man  of  amiable 
character,  though  not  distinguished  by  emi- 
nent  virtues  or  talents.  The  King,  who  well 
knew  that  the  Coalition^  or  in  other  words, 
that  Fox,  had  destined  that  great  ecclesiastical 
Eleva:tion,  for  Shipley,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  or 
for  Hinchcliffe,  Bishop  of  Peterborough ;  pro- 
"bably,  for  the  former  of  them ;  and  who  was 
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also  aware  that  if  he  wished  to  dispose  of  it, 
himself,  be  had  not  an  hour  to  lose  i  immedi<- 
ately  sent  for  Dn  Hurd,  Bishop  of  Worcester. 
That  excellent  Prelate,  whose  piety  and  learn- 
ing rendered  him  one  of  the  ornaments,  as  well 
as  pillars  of  the  Anglican  Church,  having  wait- 
ed on  His  Majesty,  was  informed  by  him,  that 
the  See  of  Canterbury  had  become  vacant ; 
and  that,  as  he  knew  no  person,  in  his  opi- 
nion, more  worthy  to  fill  the  Metropolitan 
Chair,  he  wished  the  Bishop  to  accept  it.  He 
added,  that  in  the  actual  position  of  public  af- 
fairs, when  he  might,  everyday,  be  compelled  to 
take  new  Ministers  into  his  Councils,  he  hoped 
that  the  Bishop  would  interpose  no  unneces;- 
sary  delay.  But,  Dr.  Hurd^  &x  from  desiring 
a  dignity  so  much  sought  after,  besought  the 
King  to  excuse  him  for  declining  it :  stating, 
that  neither  his  health,  nor  his  frame  of  mind, 
were  adequate  to  the  extended  duties  of  the 
Metropolitan  See,  though  equal  to  fulfilling 
the  more  limited  Functions  of  his  own  Diocese. 
His  Majesty  having,  not  without  great  reluct- 
ance, yielded  to  these  reasons,  then  insisted 
that  the  Bishop  should  at  least  name  the  per- 
son, whom  he  conceived  most  proper  to  suc- 
ceed Pr.Comwallis.  Hurd,  without  long 
hesitation,  mentioned  Dr.  Louth,  Bishop  of 
London :  and  a  mess^ger  was  instantly  dis<». 
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patelmd  to^d  huti»  at  his  hau8emSt.jMae8's 
Square.     The  Bishop  arriving  in  a  very  short 
time,   had  no  sooner  entered  the  Closet,  than 
the  King  made  him  the  same  proposition  which 
hter  had  done  to  Hiird.     Extraordinary  as  it 
may  appear,  he  met  from  that  Prelate  with  a 
similar  refusal ;  and  one  not  less  sincere,  as 
well  as  inflexible,  than  the  former.     In  this 
anexpected  predicament,  the  King  addressing 
himself  to  them  both,  said,  ^*  My  Lords,  I  wiH 
"  not  press  either  of  you  further :  but,  beftwre 
«<  you  leave  this  robm;  you  must  recommend 
**  a  proper  success6r  to  the  deceased  Arch* 
**  bishop;  and  whomsoever  you  shaQ  agree 
«  to  name,  I  will  accept.**    The  two  Prelates 
having  requested  to  lie  allowed  a  short  time 
for  consulting  together,  aftet*  a  few  mintite* 
(kKberation,  without  quitting  1^  roysft  pre- 
4feiice,  united  in  nominating'Dr.  John  ^Moore, 
Bisbop  of  Bangor.  Being  setit  for  to  St.  JameB*is, 
on  his  arrival,  to*  his' lib  small  astonishmeirti 
he  IteaarneA  the  reasons  ft^wWclr  he  had  hetn 
stt«m<Mied  to  Court.  -  He  a;ecbjrted  the^preffer- 
ittent  J  btlt,  the  ret^iii!^  ftfrms  mcidetrt  t6  lire 
Cong6  dP«!li»>  and  dther  ceremonies  indtspen- 
saHe  to  tlie  B!edton,'prevtfnted  thel^Vanskttion 
iiwnbeiii^  tortiirfeted,  before  the  secgnd*  of 
the  ^Mftowing  Moh^hj  l*te  very  day oh>^ich 
the  Kliig  hating  siut^det^d  at  di  toe 
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Coalman  actually  took  possession  of  the  Go** 
vernment. 

Dr.  Moore,  whom  we  have  beheld  during 
two  and  twenty  years  Archbishop  of  Canter^ 
bury,  and  who  owed  his  elevation  to  that  high 
dignity,  to  the  joint  recommendations  of  Hurd 
and  Louth  \  was  a  Prelate  of  an  in-eproach- 
able  life,  added  to  a  solid  understanding.  £ut> 
his  first  advance  in  the  ecclesiastical  profes^ 
sion,  arose  from  one  of  those  accidents,  which» 
whatever  Juvenal  may  have  said  to  the  con- 
trary, sometimes  seem  to  determine,  no  less 
than  merit,  the  color  of  our  fate;  The  Ducheaa 
Dowager  of  Marlborough,  after  jthe  late  Duke'^i 
decease  in  1758,  having  occasion  for  a  tutor 
to  superintend  the  education  of  her  ypungest 
sout  the  present  Lord  Robert  Spencer ;  j{i^ 
plied  to  the  Dean  of  Christ  Church,  Oxfo^dji 
requesting  him  to  recommend  a  proper  p&« 
son  to  her  for  the  purpose.  I  have  been  as* 
sured»  that  Mr.  Moore,  then  a  Serv^or  of  that 
College,  of  very  obscure  birth  and  .<:onnec- 
tions  ;  happeniag  to  cross  the  Quadrangle,  at 
the  precise  moment  of  this  application;  it 
immediately  occurred  to  the  Dean's  mindi^ 
that  he  would  answer  the  description  of  the 
tutor  demanded  by  the  Duchess.  He  hesitated 
ti^vertheless  fox  sometime^  whether  heahoulci 
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make  the  proposition  to  Mr.  Moore;  her  Ghrace 
having  positively  insisted  on  his  stipulating, 
that  whatever  individual  she  should  receive  into 
her  family,  in  quality  of  Preceptor  to  her  son, 
should  not  be  admitted  to  have  the  honor  of 
dining  at  her  table.  The  offer,  when  made  by 
the  Dean,  was  however  accepted  under  that 
exclusion  t'  but,  so  rapid  became  Mr.  Moore^s 
progress  in  her  pers6nal  esteem,  no  less  l^an 
in  her  affection,  that  within  a  very  short 
time-  fthe  fomiA  herself  unable  to  dine  with^ 
fmt  him*  Her  preference  assumed  even  so  de- 
cided a  character,  as  to  leave  him^no  room  to 
doubt  of  her  inclination,  if  he  had  encou- 
ng/ed  it>  jbotwithstanding  the  prodigious  dis- 
parity of  their  respective  situations  in  life; 
to  hav!^  bestowed  her;  hand  on  him  in  xaar- 
ti^6« ;  Instead  of  thu^  i^eting,  ds  a  meaner  man 
would,  have  done,  his  sense  of  honor  and  de- 
JHeacy  of  sentiment  led  him  to^  communicate 
the:  advances  m^^de  him  by  tbe  Duchess,  to 
her  «on.the  present  Duke.  A  conduct  so  WgWy 
disinterested,  and  principles  so  elevated,,  could 
aot  ftil  ultimately  to  meet  their  just  reward. 
Hy  the  Duke,  of  Marlborough's  interest^ 
being  promoted  in  the  Churchy  he  was  in 
pf<^dss'43if  time  made  Doanrcpf  Caziterbury ; 
ivQta  which  -^tttation  he  sooia  becam^i  Bishop 
4)f  Bangor :  passing il^rougb  notPth^  intf^rme^' 
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diste  Episcopal  stage,  'tiB  he  sttamed  to  the 
Metropolitan  dignity*  Such  an  impiesaiim 
indieed  had  his  merit  ind  character  produced, 
while  he  remained  at  Canterbury,  that  on  his 
promotion  to  the  See  of  Bangor,  all  those 
persons  who  came  to  take  leave  of  him,  et- 
pressed  their  full  conviction  of  his  returning 
to  them  again  as  Archibishc^.  ^  We  consde 
♦*  ourselves,  Mn  Dean,'*  said  they  "for  losimf 
♦*  you  at  present,  by  the  tonfident  expectation 
**  which  we  entertain  rf  your  epeddy  festora- 
«  tion  to  U8»'^  I  return  to  the  course  «f 
public  aifiutii* 

'  '         -',5 

On  the  complete  £iilure  of  the  ftrsfatbenpt 
already  mentioned,  which  His  Maj^ty  madetp 
form  a  new  AdmiiiiiitratitMti ;  many  "ptapm&cml^ 
were  so^ested  to  p^op  and  reib^vate  the*^fl 
existing  Ministry,  however  diffioult'  sni^  a 
work  might  justly  be  esteemed  under  the  a(> 
tnal  drciumtances.  Mr.  Pitt,  desirous  tb  meet 
tj^  King^  wishes  onr  a  point  which  coincided 
with  all  hii^  own  objech^  of  penson^  ele^aiioii 
and  ambitioti,  snared  himse^4;alDie  perkeadiBd 
to  promise  that  he  woutd  atotpi  the  pt/^ 
df  Fim  Lord  of  th0  Treisiiry,  to  *dditi^ 
to;  •  the  office  of  ClSai*e^*r  of  ^  ^  £D:d]i^ 
q^'i'  Arid  diiifmg  twtmj4&»  hoitfs,  lie 
«ygta>  bo  said'  t\3b  hs^^Jn  utimtif  oQf^ukEe 
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actually  held  both;  those  ofiiqe9.  Bntf  at  the  end 
of  that  short  tim^v  fiv^duiqg  it  iBftpracticabte^ 
after  full  examination,  to  setup  any  Govern^ 
ment  which  promised  duration,  or  which  could 
make  head  against  the  <<  Coaliti<Mft^' .  in  the 
House  of  Commpoa,  hie  reiuctaatly  retiracted 
his  engagements    Reduced  almoaft  to  despair, 
by  90^  m^y  dis^l^^tments,  and  lanable  to 
e%:t  hi$  emancipation,  the  Kang  lin^ention^ 
ably  meditated  the  ie»Ktraordm«ry  project. of 
visiting  his  Electoral .  dofnimonsy  and  rtlin^ 
^uishing  for  a  tiine  tj>  tibi  "Coalition/'  the 
power  of  whicK  they  had  forciMy  poncgnsed 
themsdves*.    Biht»  cm  eomnmnicatiiig  his  io* 
tentions  to  the  CbaQceilor,!  that  Minister^  iar 
from  encoiursiguag  the  propiwtioil,p  gave  it  his 
strongest  disapprobation^     "  There  is  nothinj^ 
<<  easier,.  Sk,"  said  he,  Ttith  hia  dftaracieriistici 
severity  of  voiee  and  manner,  "  than  to  go 
"  over  to  Hanover.  It  may  not  bowiever  prove 
<^  so  ea^y  to  return  frosa  thence  to  this  comi« 
**  try,  when  your  Majesty  becomes  tired  of 
^  G&emafvy.      Recollect  the   precedent'  of 
<<  James  the  Second^  who  precipitately  em- 
<<  braced  a  sivuJa^  expedients    Your  Mi^esty 
<<  muat  Bot  think  far  a  mcHaiient,  of  adofnting 
^^  so  imprudent  aind  bsusturdious  a  step.    Time 
*^  and  patience  ^iU  e^n  a  remedy  to  the  priest 

VOL.  II.  Y 


«<  sent  evils/'  The  King,  happily  for  him- 
self, acquiesced  in  Lord  Thurlow's  wise  and 
wholesome  advice. 

124th  March.]  While  these  interesting  scenes 
passed  at  St  James's,  the  House  of  Commons, 
completely  in  the  hands  of  the  **  Coalition," 
proceeded,  though  with  great  caution  and  ex- 
ternal testimonies  of  respect,  to  press  the 
Sovereign  by  every  constitutional  means,  that 
he  would  put  an  end  to  the  Interregnum, 
which  Fox  denominated  *'  the  most  insolent 
domination  that  *<  ever  disgraced  a  free  coust- 
try.''  On  the  Motion  of  Mr.  Coke,  an  Ad- 
dress to  that  purpose  being  voted,  was  car-, 
ried  up  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne :  but  the 
King,  neither  terrified  nor  shaken,  rejdied 
to  it  in  general  and  vague,  though  in  gra- 
cious terms.  The  debate  which  took  place 
in  consequence  of  Mr.  Coke's  Motion  was 
attended  with  a  curious  and  interesting  cir- 
cumstance. Irritated  by  the  delays  and  im- 
pediments to  their  attainment  of  Power,  the 
<<  Coalition,"  affecting  to  consider  them  as 
caused  by  the  operation  of  secret  influence  on 
the  Royal  mind,  and  clearly  applying  the  im- 
putation itself  to  Jenkinson ;  that  gentlemanf, 
who  was  present  on  the  occasion,  repelled  the 
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charge,  sa  o&en  preferred  against  faim  in  tht 
course. of  the  present  Reign,  with  the  most 
decided  and  peremptory  denial  of  the  fact. 
He  candidly  admitted  indeed,  that  he.  had 
j»een  His  Majesty  repeatedly  in  the  course  of 
the  preceding  month :  but  he  justified  the  act, 
as,  in  his  qiiaUty  of  a  Privy  (Councillor,  he  was 
bound  to  obey  the  summons  of  his  Sovereign, 
and  to  repair  to  St.  James's,  wheneyer  offici^By 
required.  The  idea  of  secrist  influeiice  be 
reprobated,  as  only  a  bait  for  the  multitude, 
invented  to  delude  the  Nation,  and  brought 
lorward.  on  the  presait  occasion,  merely  to 
serve  political  purposes.  Having  exculpated 
himself,  he  conjured  Lord  North,  though  now 
alHed  with  Fox,  to,  state  as.  a  man  of  honour 
Ukd  veracity,  whether  during  his  Administi:a- 
tifm  of  many  years,  when  they  acted  together, 
his  Lord3hip  had  ever  found  or  felt  such  a  pre* 
tended  influence  lurking  behind  the.  Throne. 
Jenkinson  added,  that  so  implicit  a  reliance 
had  he  on  Lord  North's  prindples  of  honour^ 
as  willingly  to  abide  the  issvie  of  his  dedara* 
tion  respecting  the  point.  Thus  called  on,  jthat 
Nobleman  rose,  and  in  terms  the  mQst  .ex- 
plicit, confirmed  all .  that  Jenkinson  had.  as- 
serted }  disdaining  to  swell  the  pqpular  cry, 
and  protesting  tliat  he  never  hm|  experiex^ped 

y  2 
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any  coneealed  agency  or  inteiposition  be- 
tween himself  and  the  Sovereign,,  while  he 
had  presided  in  the  Councils  of  the  Crown. 
It  was  not  possible  for  a  declaration  to  be 
less  equiTocaly  or  better  calculated  to  unde* 
ceive  the  believers  in  secret  influence:  but* 
tile  (pinion  had  taken  too  deqp  a  hold  of  the 
puUic  mind,  and  was  sustaii^ed  with  too  much 
art,  to  be  eradicated  even  by  such  ccmour* 
ring  testimonies. 

No  impression  having  apparently  been  made 
by  the  Address,  and  His  Majesty  remaiaing 
inflexible^  Lord  Surrey  spoke  out  in  stronger 
language :  while  Lord  North,  on  the  other 
hand,  preserving  more  deferei^e  for  the  royal 
fedings,  deprecated  any  harsh  maasures,  axid 
advised  to  wait  with  patieiM)e  for  the  King's 
pleasure.  Fdx,  however,  less  delieiite^  did  not 
heskate  to  accuse  Lord  Thuriow,  if  not  by 
name,  yet  by  description^  as  the  cause  of 
so  ed^Ue  a  auspen^ion  ol*  aK  Goverament  j 
st^matizing  him  with  the  severest  epithets, 
as  the  grand  adviser  of  thci  Crown  in  the  other 
House.  Lwd  Surrey,  whose  manner,  person, 
and  eharaet«E',  seemed  aU  w^  fitted  to  so 
rov^h  a  task*  rising  again  in  bk  ptaoo,  pro% 
posed  mere  aftrmative  steps,  in  i^der  to  com* 


pel  the  King  to  listen  to  the^tdi^h^i^  bf  th« 
CMimons,  by  forming  immediately  a  new  Ad«> 
miniistration.  He  nevertheless  Consented  to 
postpone  them,  on  recfeiving  Mr*  Pitt's  in* 
formattcm  and  assurance,  given  from  the  Trea^ 
sury  Bench,  that  he  had  resigned  his  ^Bce 
of  Chancelloar  of  the  Exchequer.  This  Event, 
which  took  place  on  the  last  day  of  March^ 
terminated  the  struggle;  and  forty  eight 
hours  afterwards.  His  Majesty  ftiding  it  vain 
to  protract  his  resistance,  surrendered  at  dis«- 
cretion,  by  sending  a  second  time  for  fh^ 
Duke  of  Portland. 

2d  April.]  If  we  consider,  by  the  abiN:faltt 
principles  of  the  British  Constitution,  as  re- 
cognized at  the  Revolution  of  1688,  whioh 
compeb  the  Sovereign  to  listen  to  the  voic^  <rf 
the  Majority  of  the  House  of  Commons)  th* 
Conduct  of  George  the  Third,  in  resisting,  ft^ 
near  six  weeks,  their  votes,  and  their  address6i$: 
—if*  we  r^ect  moreover,  that  the  conSjft- 
quence  of  his  pertinacity,  produced  a  suspen- 
sion of  many  of  the  essential  and  vital  func« 
tions  of  the  executive  Government  i  at  a  mo- 
ment too,  when  the  exertions^n  vigorous  Ad- 
ndnistration  were  pdculiariy  demanded,  in  ot^. 
deat  to  reduce  various  of  ilM  iriilk^  ' 

Y  3 
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MtabMshmieiits,  to  the  Staiidard  of  Peace  :-^ 
if  we  try  his  actions  by  these  CriterionSy 
we  may  be  tempted  to  accuse  him  of  sa* 
orificing  national  objects,  to  the  gratification 
of  his  private  resentments  or  prejudices.  But 
theory  and  practice  are  often  found  to  be  so 
much  at  variance,  that  it  becomes  unsafe  to 
reason  always  from  the  former,  however  solid 
may  appear  the  foundations.  It  is  certain,  that 
though  the  country  anxiously  desired  to  see  an 
efficient  government  esti^lished,  and  deeply 
lamented  the  want  <^  it  for  ^so  long  a  time ; 
yet,  the  King  by  no  means  suffered  in  the 
estimation  of  his  people  at  large,  on  account  of 
the  desperate  contest  that  he  had  maintained 
against  the  ^*  Coalition.''  The  nation  in  gene* 
ral  regarded  the  union  formed  between  Lord 
North  and  Fox,  as  a  mutual  sacrifice  of  moral 
smd  political  principle,  to  ambition,  or  rather,  to 
the  love  of  Office.  In  vain  did  those  leaders^ 
endeavour  to  justify  it,  by  recurring  to  past 
periods  of  our  History,  when  similar  Coalitions 
were  said  to  have  been  made  between  contend- 
ing  Factions.  The  interval  of  eleven  months, 
which  had  scarcely  elapsed  since  Fox  and 
Burke  were  abcustomed,  day  by  day,  to  de- 
nounce their  new  Ally,  as  the  most  incapable 
and'vricked  c^* Miiurters^  appeared  too  short; 
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and  th(?  tinknsition  from  ^mnity  to  friendship^ 
seamed  too  sudden,  to  admit  of  being  easily 
(»r  satisfactorily  explained  to  vulgar  compre- 
hension. His  Majesty's  principles,  however 
mistaken  they  might  be^  were  admitted  to  be 
upright^  and  intentionally  directed  always  to 
the  .felicity  of  his  Subjects.  Americs^  which 
had  so  long  formed  the  object  of  contest, 
being,  lost ;  with  the  termination  of  the  war, 
terminated  likewise  the  King's  unpopularity, 
which  had  principally  originated  from  that 
source :  while  on  the  other  hapd.  Fox,  who 
during  several  years  had  stood  so  high  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people,  as  a  Patriot;  now  in 
his  turn  attracted  severe  observations  on  his 
recent  junction  with  a  Minister,  the  Author, 
as  he  asserted,  of  all  the  misfortunes  which  he 
had  eloquently  depictured,  and  which  were 
deplored  throughout  the  country.  These 
sentiments  and  opinions,  which  began  already 
to  operate,  and  which  only  required  time  to 
mature,  protected  the  King  agamst  any  effect^ 
of  popular  disapprobation.  But,  they  could 
not  prevent,  or  longer  protract  his  surrender 
to  the  combined  leaders,  who  now  compelled 
him  to  receive  them  into  his  counsels,  without, 
further  delay. 

Y   4 


3l8  HItTOUCAL  C'7'3* 

In  the  Audience  that  he  gne  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  for  the  purpow  of  forming  a  new 
Admmistration,  he  did  not  affect  io  conceal, 
or  even  to  disguise,  the  emotions  by  which  he 
was  agitated  on  the  occasion.  He  observed  to 
that  Nobleman,  that  the  ministeriai  Arrange* 
ment  to  which  he  now  submitted,  being  alto^ 
gether  compulsory,  the  new  Ministers  might 
dispose  of  the  Cabinet  places  and  other  offices, 
as  they  should  think  proper :  that  he  would 
not  oppose,  or  refuse  his  signature  to  any  Act 
presented  to  him  officially  for  his  sanction; 
but  that  the  responsibility  of  advising  such 
measures,  must  wholly  rest  vrith  them.  And 
he  added,  that  he  would  not  create  any  new 
British  Peers,  at  their  recommendation;  a 
circumstance,  of  which  he  gave  them  dis- 
tinct and  early  notification.  The  ^'Coalition'' 
having  acquiesced,  at  least  tacitly,  in  these 
principles  of  the  King's  Conduct,  took 
possession  of  the  Government ;  the  Duke  of 
Portland  being  placed  at  the  head  o£  the 
Treasury ;  and  Lord  John  Cavendish  a  se- 
cond time  becoming  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. Fox  returned  to  the  Foreign  Office, 
as  was  naturally  to  be  expected ;  leaving  to 
Lord  North,  the  i^ecretaryship  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department.  Lord  Keppel,  who 
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disapproving  of  the  Conditions  of  the  late 
Peace,  had  resigned  the  post  of  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  immediately  after  its  conclu- 
sion,   in   which   high    employment  he    had 
been  replaced  by  Lord  Howe;  was  reinstated 
in  his  anti^nt  functions:  while   Lord    Stor- 
mont  became  President  of  the  Council,     1 
have   been   assured  that  the  Nobleman  last 
mentioned,    did  not  accept  that    situation, 
till  he  had  clearly  understood,   as  he  con- 
ceived, the  King's  pleasure  upon  the  subject ; 
who  not  only  approved,  but  wished  him  to  takfe 
the  CMfice,  as  it  would  exclude  an  enemy  from 
occupying  so  important  a  place.     Yet  it  is 
difficult  to  reconcile  this  asserted  permission 
and  approbation,    with  the  resentment  that 
His  Majesty  is  known  to  have  subsequently 
expressed,  at  Lord  Stormont*s  thus  actively 
joining  the  CoaUHon.     The   Privy  Seal  was 
lastly  given   to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle, 

By  this  new  Ministerial  arrangement,  the 
Cabinet,  which  under  Lord  North  had  con- 
sisted of  nine  individuals ;  and  which,  under 
•the  two  succeeding  Administrations,  was  aug- 
mented to  eleven  ;  became  reduced  to  seven 
persons.  At  first  inspection,  there  seemed 
however  to  be  something  like  an  equal  distri- 
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bution  of  power  between  the  two  leaders  and 
parties  who  had  recently  coi^esced;  the  Rock* 
ingham  party  reckoning  Jbur^  and  their  new 
Allies  counting  Air^^  Votes.  But^  on  closer  ext 
amination,  the  fallacy  became  palpable^  and  it 
was  evident  that  Fox  in  reality  possessed  the 
whole  authority  of  Government.  Not  only  he 
commanded  a  numerical  majority:  he  likewise 
held  the  Treasury  under,  his  complete  influ- 
ence.   Nor  was  this  the  single  circumstance, 
that  gave  him  a  preponderating  weight  in 
every  measure  or  deliberation.    The  energy 
and  activity  of  his  talents,  when  contrasted 
with  the  flexibility  and  indolence  of  Lord 
North,  doubled  his  personal,  as  well  as  po- 
litical consequence..    His  three  friends  in  the 
Cabinet,   were  moreover  incapable,    if  they 
had  even^  been  desirous,  of  setting  limits  to 
his  ambition,  or  of  restraining  his  ascendasjcy. 
To  Fox,  the  Duke  of  Portland  might  indeed 
be  said  to  owe  his  elevation  to  the  post  of 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  j  an  eminence  to. 
which  his  own  very  moderate  abilities  could 
not  of  themselves,  have  conducted  him.  In  like 
manner,  Lord  Keppel  stood  indebted  for  both 
his  place  and  his  Peerage,  principally  to  Fox. 
Lord  John  Cavendish,  from  his  great  family, 
connexions,  and  recogipzed  integrity  of  cha- 
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racter,  might  be  esteemed  indeed  an  honor 
and  an  ornament  to  any  Ministry:  but,  though 
independant  in  mind  and  in  fortune,  yet  he 
appeared  to  be  not  the  less  under  Fox's  in- 
tellectual dominion^  who  on  all  occasions  pro- 
pelled and  guided  him,  in,  and  out  of  Parlia- 
ment.    Lord  North  likewise  by  no  means 
possessed,  or  exerted  the  same  influence  over 
his  two  Cabinet  adlherents,  as  Fox  maintained 
among  his  Co-adjutors:    Lord  Stormont  in 
particular,  might  be  considered  as  wholly  in- 
dependant of  Lord  North's  controul.      Nor 
did  the  Offices  of  President,  and  of  Privy  Seal, 
in:  themselves  confer  the  same  active  rights  of 
Ministerial  interference,  as  the  Treasury,  the 
Exchequer,  and  the   Admiralty;    all  which 
Departments  lay  in  Fox's  partition  of  Emr 
pioyments.    The^e  circumstances  are  not  un- 
essential, when  we  speculate  on  the  state  of 
things  under  the  Duumvirs ;  and  may  pa:rt- 
ly  explain  the  causes,  from  which  arose  some 
of  the  most  affirmative  measures,  subsequently 
adopted  by  the  <*  Coalition." 

If  Fox,  however,  took  effectual  care  to  se- 
cure the  real  power  of.  the  State  in  his  own 
handsy  he  in  return  allowed  Lord  North  to 
bestow  many  of  the  great  ostensible  Offices 
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about  the  Court,  among^his  immediate  friends. 
The  Earl  of  Dartmouth^    instead  of  Privj 
Seal,  as  he  had  formerly  been,  was  made  Lord 
Steward:  while  the  Earl  of  Hertford  appeared 
again  in  the  Drawing  Room,  re-invested  with 
his  white  Wand  of  JLord  Chamberlain.    Lord 
Townsend,    restored  to  his  antient  employ- 
ment, replaced  the  Duke  of  Richmond  at  the 
head  of  the  Ordnance.     He  was  a  Nobleman 
of  very  considerable  ability,  but,  of  great  ec- 
centricity of  manners  and  character.     Cheer- 
ful in  his  disposition,  affable,  fiicetious,  and 
endowed  with  uncommon  powers  of  conversa- 
tion, he  was  formed  to  acquire  popularity.  He 
eminently  possessed  the  dangerous  talent  of 
drawing  Caricatures,  which  faculty  he  did  not 
always  restrain  within  the  limits  of  severe 
prudence,  though  he  no  more  spared  himself 
than  he  did  others.     In  Ireland,  while  admi- 
nistering the  affairs  of  that  kingdom  during 
five  years,  he  gave  general  satisfaction ;  and 
I  remember  Courtney  eulogizing  him  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  Lord  Lieutenant^  in 
the  language  of  Horace  to  Augustus. 

<<  Loiilgas,  o  utinam.  Dux  bone^  Ferias 
Vrcestes  Hibemue ;  dicimu&integro 
Sicci  mane  die,  dicimus  uvidi, 
Quum  Sol  oceano*  subest.** 
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Indeed,  not  one  of  the  Viceroys  sent  over 
to  Dublin  in  the  course  of  twelve  years,  be* 
twe^i  1772  and  1784,  could  compete  with 
Lord  Townsend  in  the  affection  of  the  Irish* 
Lord  Harcourt  was  too  grave  and  measured 
in  his  oianners ;  the  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire 
had  tpo  colds  stiff,  and  lofty  a  dq)ortment ; 
Lord  Carlisle  was  too  fine  a  Gentleman,  and 
too  hi^y  bred ;  the  Duke  of  Portland  and 
Earl  Tempte,  both,  either,  from  disinclination 
or  from  physical  inability,  observed  too  rigor- 
ously the  virtues  of  temperance  and  abste^ 
miousness  j  virtues  by  no  means  congenial  to 
^be  soil:  —  lastly  Lord  Northington  was  too 
infirm  in  his  health,  to  acquire  general  attach* 
m^t  in  a  country,  where  no  virtues,  however 
eminent,  could  recommend  to  national  appro* 
tion»  unless^  aecompani^by  personal  ^sacrifices 
c£  YWQUB  kinds*  The  Duke  of  Rutlandi 
wlww  Vi$^  9mt  over  to  the  Sistejc  Kingdomt 
fwLy  in  17841  by  th«  m^gnifioence  of  bis 
fsstahUshmenti,  the  conviviaUty  pf  Us  ten^^er, 
^nd  the  ex.€esses  of  his.  taU^,  obliterated  or 
superseded  Lord  Townseivl  in  the^x  i^^rd: 
but  be  paid  for  the  triumph  with  bis  lif^ 
fattkiiig  a  victim  in  tho.  vigcH:  of  bi&  age,i  within 
fanryearsi,  to  hia  irrcgulaiAties. 

10  .  . 
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Mr.  Charles  Townsend,  commonly  called 
«*  Spanish  Charles,'*  whom  Ktt  created  with 
nine  other  individuals,  a  Peer  in  1797,  by  the 
title  of  Lord  Bayning,  was  made  Treasurer 
of  the  Navy.    Wallace  became  once  more  At- 
torney General.    Lord  Sandwich,  instead  of 
presiding  over  the  Admiralty,  and  directing 
that  great  l)epartment  of  State,  dwindled  into 
Ranger  of  the  two  Parks :  but  as  some  com- 
pensation for  this  official  degradation,  his  son 
Lord  Hinchingbrook,  a  Nobleman  deservedly 
acceptable  to  His  Majesty,  as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  honest,  loyal,  frank,   and  friiendly 
men  in  the  kingdom,  was  made  Master  of 
the  Buck  Hounds.    Sir  Grey  Cooper,  who 
had  b^en  one  of  the  joint  Secretaries  of  the 
Treasury,  obtained  a  seat  at  the  Board.    Not 
that  Fox  appeared  by  any  means  oblivious  of 
his  friends;  a  fault  which  never  could  be  im« 
puted  to  him.    Burke  went  back  with  great 
alacrity  to  the  P^y  Office ;  as  did  his  brother 
Richard  Burke^  to  the  joint  Secretaryship  of 
the  Treasury.    Mr.  Frederick  Montague  re* 
sumed  his  place  at  that  Board :  while  the  Earl 
of  Surrey,  whose  recent  services  and  promi- 
nent merit  in  Parliament,  could  not  be  passed 
over  without  remuneration,  filled  the  remain- 
ing vacancy.    Considerably  more  than  two 
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Centuries  had  elapsed,  since  the  gallant  and 
distinguished  Earl  of  that  name,  so  well 
known  under  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  last  who 
bore  the  Title,  had  occupied  a  situation  in 
the  Councils  of  the  Crown. 

Colonel  Fitzpatrick  was  made  Secretary  at 
War ;  and  though  his  talents  always  appeared 
to  me,  to  be  of  a  description  more  elegant  than 
solid;  more  adapted  to  entertain,  than  fitted 
for  the  Desk,  or  for  the  Cabinet ;  yet  I  have 
been  assured,  even  by  those  who  were  not  par- 
tial to  him  among  his  own  Profession,  that  he 
gave  great,  as  well  as  general  satisfaction, 
while  he  held  that  Employment.  His  person, 
tall,  manly,  and  extremely  distinguished ;  set 
off  by  his  manners,  which,  though  lofly  and 
assuming,  were  nevertheless  elegant  and  pre- 
possessing;  —  these  endowments  added  grace 
to  the  attractions  of  his  conversation.  No 
man's  society  was  more  eagerly  courted  among 
the  highest  Orders,  by  persons  of  both  sexes. 
He  possessed  no  mean  poetic  talents,  pecu- 
Karly  for  compositions  of  wit,  fancy,  and  Sa- 
tire,  in  all  which  he  far  exceeded  Fox.  They 
had  been  brought  up  together  from  early  life» 
remained  inseparable  to  the  last,  and  were 
strongly   attached   to   each  other.      Fitzpa- 
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trick,  like  his  friend,  was  a  constant  votary  of 
Brookes's  Club,  and  became  during  many 
years,  a  victim  to  play ;  but  he  possessed  one 
advantage  over  Fox,  namely  the  snpport  arising 
from  a  Profession.  As  a  Member  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  he  obtained  no  distinction  for 
eloquence ;  though  he  never  betrayed,  when 
addressing  Parliament,  any  want  of  ideas,  IsBr 
guage,  or  ability.  Under  Charles  the  Second^ 
he  would  have  been  more  in  bis  element 
and  in  his  place,  than  tmder  such  a  Prioce  as 
George  the  Third ;  of  whose  Court  he  must 
nevertheless  always  be  considered  to  have 
formed  a  Constellation  and  an  ornament.  In 
the  "  Memoires  de  Gfammont "  he  would  ^as- 
suredly have  filled  a  very  ^ystinguished  nitch« 
I  witnessed  the  painful  spectacle  dF  hia  sisr- 
viving  almost  all  the  personal  and  intellectual 
graces,  which  nature  had  conferred  on  him 
with  so  lavish  a  bsmd.  During  the  last  twdve 
or  eighteen  months  of  his  life»it  might  be  said 
c^  Fik2^trick,  as  the  King  of  Prussia  observes 
of  Prince  £ugene  in  the  Trenches,  before  Phi- 
%8burgh  in  17349  *^  Ce  n*dtoit  fm  fombrf 
^  jiu  grand  E^gen^"  Bk  mind  and  body, 
perhaps  imp^^  by  excesses^  had  ei|URUjf 
fafien  iate  a  state  of  presM^mre  de«ay. 


Sheridan  became  the  other  Seeretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  Lee  was  replaced  in  his 
former  situation  of  Solicitor  General.  For 
the  Lord  Lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  the  Earl  of 
Northington  was  selected  by  Fox.  His  per- 
ton,  unwieldy,  vaccillating,  and  destitute  of 
grace,  seemed  to  disqualify  him  for  any 
active  exertions  of  body^  nor  were  his  fa- 
ituities  brilliant:  but  I  have  always  heard 
that  he  gave  great  satisfaction,  and  was  as 
much  beloved,  as  his  infirmities  permitted, 
during  the  period  of  his  short  residence,  in 
tiiat  kkigdom.  The  embassy  to  Paris,  Fox 
destined  for  the  Duke  of  Manchester.  His 
%ure,  nobie ;  his  manners,  affable  and  eor« 
responding  with  his  high  rank,  prepossessed 
in  his  favors  but  his  fortune  bore  no  pro« 
portion  to  his  dignity.  Though  a  man  of 
very  dissipated  habits,  and  unaccustomed  to 
diplomatic  busings,  he  dki  not  want  talents. 
Soch  were  the  leading  Arrangements  made 
by  the  *^  Coalition,*^  on  their  coming  iiito 
power.  The  Great  Seal,  which  no  expo8tu« 
ktion^i  on  the  part  of  the  King,  couid  in>» 
duc^  them  to  leave  in  Thurlow's  hands^ 
tttki  'Which  \¥eddetbum  \visely  declined  ac« 
«€^t]iig  under  the  circumstances  c^  (be  time^ 
waspttt  into  ccmmission;  Lord  Loughboroi^l) 
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bting  placed  at  its  iiead.  He  cooBtifciit^  a 
valuable  acqutsitioo  ta  the  new  WmAty  in 
the  House  of  Peer$% 

Lord  North»  it  iAa$t  be  reluctaiitly  con- 
lessed^  however  circumstances  may  jwtify.lMs 
union  with  Fox,  on  principles  of  policy^  of 
personal  safety,  or  9f  necessity;  did  notp^* 
form  in  this  great  Drama,  the  ^l0$tr  dignified 
part.  After,  having  occupied  the  post  of 
First  Minister,  at  the  head  of  both  th^  Tr^a^ 
sqry  aiid  the  Excheq^eri  for  twelve  Sessiooi^ 
^  teeibed  to  of dinjary  observers,  mo  liMle 
degradatioQ)  at  more  than  fifty  years  of  agcv 
to  accqpt  thd  Secretaryahip  of  jStl^te  fqr  ike 
JBcme  Department!  a«d  to  take  his  seat  as 
sucb,  on  the  Treasury  Beadi  where  he  had 
to  long  presided^  now  squeezed  between  fka 
and  Burke*  I  own»  that  I  never  contemplated 
himin  that  sitaatiosif  without  reflexions  allied 
to  pity.  It  is  true  that  we  have  sinceaeen^  dmd 
now  actiiaily  behddi  ai^Ex-firat  Minister  placed 
in  the  same  Department*  after  hav^g  presid«4 
aA  the  faeli9  duti^g  more  than  three  ymn* 
But  it  would  be  inyidio^uSi  and  it  is.  unnee«h 
tmyf  to  draw  my  qompmiw  h^tmt^  tiM 
^0  individo^.  Ne^th^  their  desoep^:^ 
p«Rod  of  th«^  relp^v^  Admiotrittaik|QjMy 

.9  .         . 


tei^evdii,  >de(raiding  to  nj  e^ma4c^  theiv  bM^ 

Mtks,,  cam  be  ^(msidiixed  as  having  Aiy  siioi* 

laiityv  al^fitilL  less  Mtypmty.  Mr.  AddiDgtoi^ 

was  moraoTOr.jremoved  frote.thei  iiituiiediate 

4o«ie  of  His  fall  kl  rSd4  and  tt&nsktid  td 

the  upper  Het&e  of  Padojaraentt-  whHe  Lopd 

North  remaining  a  GiHibnona!,  ^i&vthe;  im 

«igiiia  of  the  €barter  adiross  hb  hrmatp-^esLH 

hibited  a  speciaole  of  minisiterial'^eatDdss  it 

Eclipte,  ISke'  Wdsey,  or  like  Clar^ndoil^  09 

iike  B^fii^gbroke.    Even  the  ocmfdimefits  and 

the  caresses  of  his  late  bitter  opponents,  ioW 

become  his  co-adjutors,  always  appeared  to 

nte^  ovly  tio  sink  him  in  the  estimation  (tf  the 

House*    But  te  seeifiedi  himself,  to  be  wholly 

d^csnptfrom^  or  superior  to/  any  pain&d  i^fna^ 

tions  at  die  pDlitical  chabge  thtit  ho  hj^d  Under^ 

gone.  The  saioe  dbeeriul  coiuplac^iicy,  ready 

vk»    and  unaffected  good  humour,    always 

eharairterised  him  under  every  drcunfetance* 

Som^ttimes  he  even  jested  on  his  own  desqent 

from  the.  highfiiit  situat^KO,  to  a.  siiberdlnate 

j^ace  in.  Gx>vei;n(ment»     The  ^Aparfmenta  oon^ 

iint\jtiiig»l^  Secitetary  of  Ste^      Office  a^  thil 

Treaouty^  tieing  situate  (m  th^  second  floors 

lie  ei^ej^ienoi^d  scHXie  fal%u0iuaa^endang;io 

manyist^^  aindliseooHecthi^ohoeibompl^i^ 

ingi  i&m  dut  of  bteatfi,  of  tie  .les^  of 
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the  staircase.  Frequently,  from  the  effect  of 
long  habit,  or  from  absence  of  mind,  for- 
getting the  change  in  his  official  situation,  he 
went  strait  to  the  Treasury  Chambers  on  the 
ftrst  floor.  Such  was  the  oblivious  felicity  and 
equality  of  his  temper,  that  these  accidents, 
which  would  l^tve  distressed  more  irritable 
men,  never  extemaily  discomposed  him.  His 
ddest  son.  Colonel  North,  who  had  so  actively 
exerted  himself  to  effect  the  *«  Coalition,'* 
was  made  one  of  the  two  Under  Secretaries  in 
his  fiither's  Office. 

April.]  It  is  unquestionable  that  there  ex- 
isted a  desire,  if  not  an  intention,  on  the  part 
of  the  new  Administration,  about  this  time, 
of  calling  up  Lord  North  to  the  House  of 
Peeris.  But,  various  reasons  or  impediments 
probably  prevented  its  accomplishment.  The 
King  having  expressly  informed  the  Minis- 
ters, when  they  came  into  Office,  that  he 
would  not  create  any  English  Peer,  at  their 
recommendation,  or  request;  it  was  not 
likely  that  he  would  violate  his  resolution,  in 
order  to  elevate  Lord  North  to  that  dignity ; 
against  whom,  as  may  be  supposed,  he  Mt 
l^hly  offended,  or  rather  indignant,  forhi» 
union  with  Fox.    Lgrd  North  himself^  how* 
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ever  well  he  supported  appearances  to  the 
world,  yet  probably  would  not  hare,  dis-* 
liked,  after  the  recent  events,  to  have  quitted 
a  scene  such  as  the  House  of  Commons, 
where  he  made  an  inglorious  figure,  and 
where  recollections  very  humiliating  must  con* 
tinually  intrude  on  his  mind.  Fox  on  the 
other  hand,  could  not  possibly  be  averse  to 
such  a  removal,  as  he  wanted  no  co-adjutor 
to  aid  him  on  the  Treasury  Bench ;  while 
Lord  North's  retreat  would  have  left  him  sole 
Minister,  as  well  as  manager,  of  the  lower 
House  of  Parliament.  But,  for  that  very 
reason.  Lord  North  ought  to  have  felt  himself 
in  some  measure  compelled  to  remain  a  Com<- 
moner.  His  party,  already  shaken  and  di« 
minished,  he  well  knew,  would  hkve  sooii 
crumbled  away,  when  they  nolong:er  beheld^ 
nor  could  have  had  daily  access  to  their  leader* 
Neither  would  he  have  attracted  the  same  coh« 
sideration  in  the  other  House,  as  he  excited  id 
his  actual  situation.  Pressed  between  th^ 
amity  of  Fox,  and  the  hostility  of  Pitt^  with 
the  loss  of  America  about  his  neck,  he  saW 
himself  obliged^  after  having  so  long  peri 
formed  the  first  figure,  to  becKnne  only  thi 
third  personage  in  the  State. 
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The  public  busiuess  of  every  kind,  which 
had  been  nearly  two  Moirths  delayed  by  the 
extraordiiiary  occurrences  that  we  hssrsre  coti* 
temj^ated,  atleogthbeganin  Parhament.  The 
tim  Chancellar  of  the  Exchequer  opened  Vm 
fipaneial  Administration  with  a  Loan ;  the 
ienn3  of  which^  if  not  as  beneficial  or  advati'^^ 
tageous  to  the  Country  as  iisigbt  have  been 
^shedf  were  nevertheless,  he  said,  as  good 
a$  could  be  procured  under  the  circumstanced 
of  urgency  and  retardment,  in  which  the  cvH' 
pable  obstinacy  of  the  late  Ministers  had  im 
volved  every  Department*    Mr.  Ktt,  who  had 
how  taken  his  placie  on  the  Opposition  Bendi, 
andJ?ho  from  tdiis  time,  notwithstan£ng  his 
j^duth,  was  juistly  considered  as  the  head  of 
tbub  party  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  op*' 
praed  and  censored  the  terms  of  Lord  John 
CaVeodicdi^s  Loan  i  but  without  Venturing  to 
divide  the  House  upon  it|  as  the  "  Coalition," 
he  yitd&  awaie,  would  hare  much  outnumbered 
hibi.    Not*  did  he  prove  more  successsful  in  an 
attempt  which  he  soon  afkarwards  renewed, 
to  tSstt  a  Sarliamelitary  Rc&rm,  than  he  hail 
been  in  Uie  feriner  Session^    He  pronounced 
mtle^d^  ^  most  elbqitent  address  apv'^  ^^^  ^^^ 
ject,  and  was  supported  in  his  Mqiimi^  by  PboL 
Two  Proselytes  Hkewisci    Mr#  Thomas  Pitt^ 
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and  Mr.  Dundas,  having  read,  each  their  p#. 
Utical  recantation,  adopted  his  principles  for 
rendering  the  Rq>resentation  more  extended, 
as  well  as  more  pure  and  incorrupt.    But, 
the  House  remained  deaf  to  all  these  argu- 
ments, though  illustrated  by  examples;  the 
latter  of  which  did  not  even  appear  to  have 
cd^tained  for  those  who  exhibited  them,    the 
praise  either  of  disinterestedness,  or  of  sin- 
cerity«    Fox  and  Sheridan,  while  they  sus- 
tained Pitt's  proposition,  yet  treated  with  ccm* 
tempt  and  derision,  the  pretended  sacr^ce 
<^  the  Borough  of  Old  Sarum,   which  Mn 
Thomas  Pitt  a^cted  to  offer  up  at  the  shrine 
of  the  British  Constitution,  as  a  victim  ta-its 
renovated  purity.    If  we  rdflect  on  the  dose 
degree  of  consanguinity  that  existed  between 
William  and  Thomas  Pitt,  who  were  Cousins- 
german  ;  a  relationship  strengthened  by  per- 
gonal friendship: — and  if  wel&ewise  recollect 
that  Thomas  represented  the  elder  Branch  of* 
the  family ;  we  may  perhaps  inclme  to  think 
that  he  relied  on  being  speedily  raised  to  the 
Peerage,  for  this  mark  of  devotion,  as  efibc- 
tively  took  place  scarcely  dght  months  after- 
wards.   Dundas,  who  had  a  long  and  a  keeli 
political  sight,  having  already  determined  c^ 
^taching  his  future  political  fortune  to  1^, 
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.probably  thought  a  i^eculative  political  Taiel^ 
^undeserving  of  contention.  But»  the  recant- 
tation  pronounced  by  both,  gather  tended  t# 
^thrpw^a  ridicule  on  the  proposidon,  than  t^ 
.recommend  it  to  the  House.^  JxNrd  North 
'jBifule  ample  amends  for  his  pajisive  inactivity 
during  the  preceding  Ses^n,  when  a  ^onlar 
discussion  took  place^  He  spoke  with  uncomr 
mon  ability,  wit,  and  force  of  argument,  against 
all.  representative  innovation,  Powis,  who 
jrarely  coincidctd  with  him  oa  any  pmnt,  joined 
him  on  this  occasion,  Mr,  Pittas  Resolutions 
were  finally  negatived  by  a  far  greater  majarity 
than  in  the  preceding  year )  out  of  near  four 
hundred  and  fifty  Members  who  voted,  only 
one  hundred  apd  forty-^niue,  having  divided 
with  himr 

May.}  No  man  in  Office  made  a  more  con- 
spicuous figure,  or  attracted  more  attention, 
during  the  Session  under  consideration,  than 
Burke  s  but  it  was  not  by  any  means  such  as 
his  &iends  and  admirers  could  in  all  i^pects 
contemplate  either  with  pride,  with  pleasure, 
.or  with  appjTobation.    It  excited  indeed  gr^M^ 
T^g^^t,  tli^at  a  person  endowed  with  parts  so 
,«miiient^   imd  animated  by  Philanthropy  se 
landed,  siiould  nevertheless  aUow  himself  at^ 
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times,  ttf  be  led  intx)  the  most  unjustifiable  de» 
viations  from  ordinary  prudence  and  prc^riety 
6f  conduct.  In  the  presetat  instance  he  m* 
volved  hiB  paarty,  as  well  as  himself*,  in  equal 
embarrassment,  by  his  intemperate  precipita*- 
ti<Mi»  Two  individuals,  Powell  and  Bembridge, 
the  one,  Cashier,  the  other,  Accountant,  of  the 
Military  Pay  Office,  having  been  accused  of 
malversation  in  the  discharge  of  their  func- 
tions, had  been  dismissed  by  Colonel  Barr^ 
from  their  Offices,  while  he  was  Paymaster  of 
the  Forces,  under  Lord  Shelbume's  Admi- 
nistiadon.  On  Burke  coming  again  iiito  that 
Employment,  one  of  his  first  acts,  without  pre- 
viously consulting  Fox  upon  the  subject,  was  to 
reinstate  both  those  persons  in  their  respective 
situations.  Such  a  proceeding  relative  to  Func- 
tionaries laboring  under  heavy  charges,  and 
about  to  become  subjects  of  criminal  prosecu* 
tion  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  naturally 
ficHrmed  an  object  of  discussion  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  where  it  excited  very  pointed 
onimadver^bn.  Burke,  petulant  and  irritable, 
defended  with  warmth  the  step  that  he  had 
taken,  though  a  mesusure  in  itself  evidently 
contrary  to  the  judgment  dfaD  parties.  Fox, 
while  he  tacitly  lamented  ahd  disapproved  the 
Act,  yet  as  he  never  abandoned  his^  friends  in, 
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distress,  endeavoured  to  justify  its  author.  The 
interference  was  nevertheless,  peculiarly  painiul 
and  ddicate  on  his  part  j  Powell,  who  had 
risen:  under  his  father,  the  lat^  Lord  Holland, 
being  supposed  to  have  connived  at  some  of 
the  appropriations  of  public  monfey,  ctom* 
mitted,  by  that  Nobleman,  while  Paymaster  of 
the-Forces;  or  of  which  appropriations  ^t  least, 
he  stood  loudly  accused  by  popular  prejudice* 
It  was  for  the  corrupt  concealment  of  a  sum 
exceeding  forty  eight  thousand  Pounds  in  the 
Accounts  of  Lord  Holland,  that  Pd^^ll  and 
Bembridge  were  now  about  to  undeigo  a  trial- 
No  circumstance  therefore  could  have  b^en 
less  agreeable  to  Fox,  while  standing  in  the 
conspicuous  situation  of*  Secretary  of  Statei 
than  to  be  thus  compelled  by  Burke's  impru- 
dence in  restoring  them  to  their  places,  to 
come  forward  as  the  Advocate  and  Apologist 
of  such  a  transaction. 

The  House  of  Commoiis,  however  much 
^ey  shewed  on  every  occasion,  a  i^i^pdsitidn 
to  approve  aqd  to  49sm0tion  the  general  mea* 
BiHres  of  Administration}  mailifdsted  nevertlie* 
less  strcmg  disapprobation  of  Burke's  conduct 
kk  ^k  iqstance,  by  cOifipellitag  him  to  ac- 
cept the  Resignation  of  Beioabridgfe.    Ppwell» 


overcome  either  by  the  tvcigbt  of  hift  owA 
reflections,  or  by  his  inaJ^Uly  to  sustain  the 
public  opinion  of  his  culpability;  after  losing 
m  a  great  measure  the  use  of  his  factiltaesy 
ptit  an  end  to  his  existence  ^th  a  tsaori 
Bembridge,   of  a  firmer  mind)   or  stronger 
nerves,  was  reserved  for  the  infamy  of  a  public 
trial  .and  condemnation,  before  liOrd  Mans- 
field-    The  prosecution,  rductantly,  but  aWy 
and  fairly  conducted  by  Lee,  the  Solicitor 
Oeneral,  terminated  in  the  complete  exposure 
of  the  fraud  imputed  to  Bembridge,  for  which 
the  Court  sentenced  him  to  a  severe  fine  and 
imprisonment*      Every  exertion  which   the 
purity  of  our  Jurisprudence  will  allow,  waal 
made  to  soften,  or  to  avert,  the  Severity  of 
the  stroke.     Butke,  who  did  ii^t  hissitate  to 
appear  in  Court,  seated  upon  tibe  Bench,  during 
the   proceedings,  gave  the  strongest  attests 
ations  tO  Bembridge's  character  for  integrity. 
He  was  accompanied  theire  by  Lord  North, 
who  likewise  eond^sceiided  to  join  in  a  simi- 
lar testimony  to  the  good  cdndUct  and  proWty 
ctf  the  accused,  during  the  tifiie  thAt  he  had, 
himselfi  formerly  hdd  the  Post  of  joifit  Pay^ 
master  of  the  Forces.     Biit,   these  cSSbrti^ 
which  proved  unavailing,  only  attracted  ceii^ 
sure  towards  the  {iei^sons  who  thtis  attenq>t6fl 
to  screen  from  punishment,   ^  Cimspicuouft 
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delinquent :  while  the  proo&  exhibited  of  his^ 
guilt,  impressed  the  public  mind  with  opi- 
nions highly  unfavorable,  not  merely  to  Burke 
himself,  at  least  in  a  prudential  point  of  view; 
but  to  the  Ministry  in  which  he  iiUed  so  dis* 
tinguished  a  place. 

3d  June.]   Scarcely  had  this  affair  ceased 
to  occupy  attention,   when  Burke  plunged 
himself  into  a  second  embarrassment,  hardly 
less  painful  to  his. friends.     A  Bill  for  the  re- 
gulation of  the  Pay  Office,  having  been  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons  by  himself,  which 
gave  rise  to  much  discussion  and  difference 
of  opinion,  in  its  passage  through  the  Com« 
mittee ;  the  contending  parties  agreed  to  fill 
up  the  Blanks  amicably,-  after  the  House  roae» 
round  the  Speaker's  Chair*  Burke  being  Pay- 
master General,  of  course  took  an  active  partj 
as  did  many  other  Members ;  and  the  Clauses 
were  understood  to  have  been  settled  in  the 
way  i^ecified;  by  mutual  consent.    But,  Mr* 
Estwick,  Member  for  Westbury,  on  a  Motion 
for  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  to  the  asto* 
nishment  of  the  House,  rising  up  in  his  place*, 
preferred  a  formal  charge  against  Burke  j  ac- 
cusing him  of  having  gone  into  the  engrossing 
room,    after  the  Bill  in  question  had  been 
carried  there ;  of  expunging  three  Clauses^ 
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and  altering  a  fourth,  which  he  re-modelled 
to  hid  own  taste.     Such  an  act,  if  it  had  been 
proved,  might  have  led  to  very  grave  con- 
sequences; and  must  in   any  case  have  at- 
tracted public  censure,  or  produced  a  repri- 
mand from  the  Chair.   Fox  immediately  came 
forward  with  his  characteristic  manliness^  ta 
the  aid  of  his  friend,  whose  conduct  was  se- 
verely arraigned  by  Pitt.     The  House  ad- 
mitted the  Secretary's  justification,  and  did  hofc 
inAict  any  mark  of  its  disapprobation  on  Burke; 
though  the  excuses  offered,  or  reasons  alledged,: 
for  his  Conduct,  were  by  no  means  such  as 
completely  exculpated  him  in  the  opinions  of 
impartial  men.     It  appeared  however  by  the 
testimony  of  Cornwall  the  Speaker,  that  Burke 
had  not,  as  be  was  accused  of  doing,  either  ex* 
punged  or  altered  any  Clause  in  the  engrossing 
Office.   The  Speaker  at  least  asserted,,  and  the 
House  lent  credit  to  his  assurance^  diat  the 
misconception  had  arisen  irom  the  clrciuti«r 
stance  of  his  having  put  the  Question  onthe 
four  Clauses,  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice,  that 
Aey  all  passed  without  notice.     Ktt  .ccm-' 
tended  that  even  though  this,  extraordinary 
feet  were  true,  yet  the  expunged  Clausfes  must: 
be  restored,  and.  debated  anew  by  1^  House/ 
As  the  proposition  could  noft  be  refitted,  they 
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tvere  therefore  ttro<ight  qp»  add  negatived 
withodt  *  Divisiw.  The  Speaker'sitertiB(yH>y 
^xtrici^ted  Burke,  and  ¥ox  mani^Ud  the 
generous  ardor  of  his  mind  throughj^it  tl^^ 
whf4e  transaction;  an. ardor  which  always  im^ 
peUed  him  to  cover  the ,  errofs  of  those  with 
niiQiB  he  was  connected  in  pidlitiips  en:  fri^nd^ 
shtpk  But,  he  did  not  the  less  in  private  con* 
dann  Burke's  imprudence ;  and  he  wassnid 
to  hinre  warned  the  Paym^ter  of  the  forces, 
48  he  valued  his  Office,  not  to  involve  Im 
j&iends,  and  the  Administration  of  which  he 
composed  sq  conspictious  a  Member^  jn.  a 
ddrd  similar  Dilemma,  during  the  rema^der 
43f  the  Sesaiiuu 

>  Among  the  persons  of  Eminence  who, have 
^  strutted  their  hour,''  under  the  reign  of 
George  the  Third,  and  who  about  this  time  c^s^ 
ai^c^ed  ^m  the  great  public  Theatre,  maybe 
named  General  Sir  Jobn^Irwin.  Hia  person^ 
manners,  and  ceaversatioUf  wnre  all  made  for 
the  I>ra3ving  Room,  where  he  seenjied  alivaysto 
fcein  his  native  element  Thoii^  decttmngnt 
1^  y«t  his  %iBre,  taU^  graceful,  anddignffied} 
ietoff  by  all  theomamentaof  DrefeSi  aocttml 
pttoied  wdth  a  Biband  and  a  St^r,  randered 
i|im  compiauou  in  every  company^    He  tL 
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vray%  reminded  me ,  of  a  Marslial  of  Fi^c&j 
tuch  as  they  aw  described  by  St*  SimoQ^ 
under  Louis  the  Fourteenth*  His  politene89« 
thou^  somewhat  formit},  was  nevertkelewiia* 
tiiral  and  captivating.  Perhaps,  at  least  so 
his  enemiies  assorted,  his  miHtary  t^^tis  w^m 
not  equally  brilliant  with  his  perscHial  a^ooK 
plishments ;  but  he  had  not  risen  the  more 
diowly  on  that  account^  to  the  honors,  or  to 
tiie  eminences  of  his'  profession^  Besides  a 
Regiment  and  a  Government  conferred  on  him 
by  the  Crown,  he  had  held  during  several 
ye^s,  the  post  of  Commander  in  Chief  in 
Iirfela^id,  with  v^ry  ample  appointmtents  ann} 
advantages.  But,  no  income,  however  large^ 
could  suffice  for  his  expences,  which  being 
nover  restrained  within  any  reasoilable  limits 
flns^jr  involved  him  in  irretrievable  difficultiest 
Tha  fact  will  hardly  obtain  belief,  that  at  ooni^ 
of  the  entertainments  which  he  ga:ve  t0  ti^ 
Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  yesir  17S1,  at  DftbtlOi 
he  displayed  on  the  tdble,  as  th0^pdaf;ip9l 
paece  in  the  Desert,  a  represent^itioii  of  ,t}\f 
Fcftress  of  Gibraltar  invested  by  the  Spanish 
forces^  executed  in  ConP(e(^n^ry.  It  ^^r 
kofaited  a  faithful  view  of  that  c^ebi?ate4  I^Q^b^ 
fa^tber  with  the  works,  B«ttfen69^  *ii4Artilp 
bty  of  the  be*ieg«ars,.  which  tlwew  mgfs 
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plumbs  against  the  walls.  The  expence  of 
this  ostentatious  piece  of  magnificence,  did 
not  fall  short  of  fifteen  hundred  Pounds ;  and 
so  incredible  must  the  circumstance  appear, 
that  if  I  had  not  received  the  assurance  of  it 
ftom  Lord  "Sackville,  I  should  not  venture  to 
report  it  in  these  Memoirs. 

The  greatest  intimacy  subsisted  between 
that  Nobleman  and  Sir  John,  who  owed  much 
of  his  advancement  and  success  in  life,  to  the 
protection  of  Lionel,  Duke  of  Dorset.  Lord 
Sackville's  disinterested  friendship  still  con- 
tinued to  bring  him  into  Parliament,  as  his 
Colleague  for  East  Grinstead,  after  Irwin's 
return  from  Ireland,  on  the  dissolution  of 
Lord  North's  Administration,  down  to.  his 
final  departure  from  England.  Decorated  with 
the  Order  of  the  B^/A,  which  then  conferred 
much  distinction,  and  of  which  he  never 
failed  to  display  the  insignia  whenever  he 
went  to  the  House,  his  personal  appearance 
was  imposing.  Even  of  a  morning,  in  his 
greatest  undress,  he  wore  a  small  Star  em« 
brdidered  on  his  frock,  without  which  he 
rarely  appeared  any  where  j  and  his  travelling 
fiussar  Cloaks  bore  the  same  brilliant  badge 
of  Knighthood.     No  man  better  knew  %ha 
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value  of  external  figure,  aided  by  manner} 
and  Philip,  Earl  of  Chesterfield  himself^  had 
not  more  successfully  studied  the  Graces.  It 
was  impossible  to  possess  finer  ma;nnerSy  with* 
out  any  affectation ;  or  more  perfect  good 
breeding.  With  such  pretensions  rf  per- 
son and  of  address,  it  cannot  surprize  that 
he  attained  to  a  great  degree  of  favor  at  9t« 
James's^  The  King  considered*  and  treated 
Irwin,  as  a  person  whose  conversation  afiS>rd- 
ed  him  peculiar  gratification.  He  often  de« 
Kghted  to  protract  the  discourse  with  a  Cour- 
tier, whose  powers  of  entertainment,  however 
extensive,  were  always  under  the  restraint  of 
profound  respect ;  and  who  never  forgot  the 
character  of  the  Prince  whom  he  addressed, 
*  even  for  a  single  mcmient.  Irwin,  though  so  fine 
a  gentleman,  loved  all  the  indulgencies  of  con-, 
viviality,  in  which  gratifications  he  never  re- 
strained himself.  The  King,  not  unacquaint- 
ed with  these  particulars^  having  said  to  him 
one  day,  at  the  Drawing  Room,  when  con*' 
versing  on  his  common  mode  of  life,  •*  they  tell 
**  me.  Sir  John,  that  you  love  a  glass  of 
••  wine;"  «*  Those,  Sir,  who  have  so  re- 
**  ported  of  me  to  Your  Majesty,"  answered 
bcj  bowing  profoundly,  "have  done  me  greiit 
•*  injustice.    They  should  have  said  a  Bottle.^* 

VOL.   II.  A   A 
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Sk  Joha  Irwin's  first  wife,  a  daughter  of 
the  cdiebrated  Physician  Sir  Edward  Barry^ 
yfho  wrote  with  so  much  elegance  and  in** 
formation  on  the  "  Wines  of  the  Ancients  ;** 
^Brought  him  no  issue  :  but  he  afterwards  con« 
tracted  a  more  obscure  matrimonial  cqnnexion. 
On  his  return  to  England^  his  debts  becamo 
sa  numerous,  and  his  creditors  so  importunate, 
that,  though'  as  a  Member  of  Parliament,  his 
person  remained  secure,  he  found  it  impos^ 
sihle  to  reside  longer  with  comfort  in  this 
coiuitry.  Quitting  therefore  privately  his 
elegant  house  in  Piccadilly,  he  retired  to  the 
Continent}  and  landing  in  France,  he  hired 
a  Chateau  in  the  Province  of  Normandy, 
where  his  military  rank  secured  for  him  every 
testimony  of  respect .  from  the  surrounding 
gentry.  He  nevertheless  soon  experienced 
such  pecuniary  difficulties,  that  having  no 
hope  of  ever  revisiting  his  native  country, 
be  rqmoved  ovi^r  the  Alps  into  Italy.  I  bcr 
lieve  he  died  at  Padua,  about  the  month  of 
May,  1788,  in  great  obscurity,  tliough  not 
ixxj.  d^tress.  The  King,  who. sincerely  re* 
grettQd  bis  depai'ture  from  England,  and  who 
well  knew  the  causes  of  it,  often^expressed 
his  concern  for  3ir  John  Irwin's  misfortunes ; 
which  b^  .end^avoui  ed  to  .  alleviate  by ,  send- 
ing Sir  John,  the  sum  of  a  thousand  Pounds 
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from  his  Privy  Purse,  in  two  separate  pay- 
ments* I  know  this  fact  from  the  late  Sir 
Carles  Hotham  ;  who  was,  1  think,  himself, 
the  channel  through  which  His  Majesty  trans- 
mitted the  firstdonationof  fivehundredPounds. 

Lord  John  Cavendish,  though  he  had  ne« 
gotiated  and  brought  forward  the  Loan^  sooi^ 
after  he  entered  on  Office,  yet  did  not  pro- 
pose  the  Taxes  which  were  to  pay  the  Interest 
of  it,  untill  many  weeks  later  in  the  Session* 
He  at  length  laid  them  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  where,  on  the  whole  they  appeared 
to  meet  with  general  approbation,  and  even 
attracted  some  Encomiums.    But,  Lord  John, 
whose  talents  were  not    eminently  adapted 
for  the  discussion  of  Measures  of  Finance, 
having  stated  lus  Ways  and  Means  with  to- 
lerable precision,  left  the  task  of  explaining^ 
and  defending  them,  principally  to  hia  Asso- 
ciates in  power.    Fox  and  Lord  North,  ^ho 
undertook  it  with  great  ability,  repelled  the 
comments  made  from  the  Opposition  side  oi 
the  House,  on  the  new  Taxes:  while  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,    quitting  hit 
sesat  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  retired  during  a 
considerable  part  of  the  Debate,  behind  the 
Speaker's  Chair;  from  which  retreat  he  peeped 
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out  on  either  side,  as  individuals  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  approving,  or  of  censuring  his 
Bicdget  Lord  John's  acknowledged  purity 
of  character,  when  joined  to  his  many  vir- 
tues ;  not  to  dwell  on  his  high  Descent;  ren- 
dered  him  universally  respected :  and  the  ad- 
vantage which  his  Party  derived  from  those 
qualities,  in  the  public  estimation,  was  incal' 
culable.  The  Nation  even  seemed  silently  to 
demand  some  such  Guarantee,  when  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Country  were  committed  to  a  man 
of  Fox's  ruined  Fortune,  £md  dissipated  habits 
of  life.  Mr«  Pitt,  it  is  true,  who  had  been 
so  recently  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Exche- 
quer, scarcely  possessed  more  property  than 
his  rivaL  But  the  people  of  England  knew 
how  to  discriminate  between  their  respective 
deficiency.  Pitt,  though  not  more  distin- 
guished by  habits  of  economy  than  Fox,  yet 
had  not  dissipated  his  small  paternal  fortune 
many  osteiisible  ^iSce8:  while  Fox,  besides  a 
hnded  Estate,;  ^&  i  lucrative ''Office,  botli 
whiohihe  sold,  had  'sqtiaiTdered  an  immense 
surti  ^  ready,  mihey.  '  Indeed,^  though  Fox 
ali^ays  app^r^d  to  me,  whenever  -  Looti^  or 
Btuigsts  viere  dkco^sed  inj^^striiai^ent,  to  dis- 
play k  capacity  for  arithinetieal  dalcdation, 
i»4-all  the  talents  icr  a  Minister  of  Bnanc^t 


scarcely,   if  at  all  inferiar  to  Mr*  Pitt's  abi- 
lity in  that  line;  yet,  I  believe,  it  never  oc- 
curbed  to  sUiy  man's  mind,  to  place  Fox  ift  th6 
controul  of  the  Treasury,  or  of  the  Exchequer, 
at  ahy  period  of  his  life*     Almost  as  well 
might  Henry  the  Rfth  have  placed  Falstaff 
there.    Fox  himself  seemed  not  to  emulate 
a  higher  post  than  Secretary  of  State,   al- 
ways interposii^   Lord  John  Cavendish  in 
the  guardianship  of  the  public  money.     Nor 
could  the  British  people  confide  their  interests 
to  more  incorruptible  integrity,  than  distin- 
guished the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer: 
but  he  could  not  sustain  the  slightest  com- 
parison with  Pitt,  nor  even  with  Lord  North, 
in  the  pow^s  of  his  mind  and  understanding, 
or  in  his  parliamentary  talents,  and  knowledge 
of  business* 

While  the  Rockingham  Party,  during  many 
years  had  been  excluded  from  Office,  they 
loudly  declaimed  against  Abuses  of  every  de- 
scription, particularly  against  the  extravagant 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  in  various 
Departments.  Nor,  during  the  very  short 
period  that  the  Treasury  was  under  their  con- 
troul,  which  did  not  exceed  three  Monthly 
ean.  it  be  denied  that  they  endeavoured  to 
manifest  the  sincerity  of  their  engagements. 
A  A   3 
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3urke,  who  stood  forward  in  the  invidioiu 
duuracter  of  a  Reformerf  acquired  no  incoa* 
siderable  merit  with  the  Country  at  large,  by 
his  exertions  to  reduce  exorbitant  demands, 
or  to  abolish  obsolete  and  overgrown  Establish-^ 
ments  of  every  kind*  But,  with  Lord  Rocking* 
ham^s  life,  these  efforts  wholly  ceased.  From 
the  period  of  their  union  with  Lord  North, 
when  they  began  confidently  to  count  on  a 
quiet  possession  of  power  and  emolument,  at 
least  for  a  few  years,  in  consequence  of  their 
strength  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  they 
seemed  to  have  greatly  relaxed  in  the  severity 
of  their  political  principles.  Above  all  they 
manifested  a  decided  aversion  to  ^ny  Reforms 
which  did  not  originate  with  themsdves,  and 
which  were  not  subjected  to  their  own  Minis^ 
terial  Controul.  A  striking  exemplification 
of  this  fact,  presented  itself  before  the  end 
cf  the  Session. 

Mr.  Pitt,  who  watdied  all  their  conduct, 
slnd  canvassed  all  their  measures,  with  jealous, 
as  well  as  unremitting  attention;  having 
brought  forward  a  Bill,  in  order  to  establish 
.  regulations  in  the  Fees,  Perquisites,  and  other 
emoluments  received  in  most  of  the  public 
Offices  i  instead  of  finding  any  support  firom 
the  other  side  of  the  House,,  as  might  natu-^ 


i^y  have  been  expected,  met  with  die  warmest 
ppf>6sition  in  that  quarter.  Lord  John  Caven* 
dish  possessed  indeed  too  much  ingemious^ 
ness  of  character,  altogether  to  dispute. thfi 
utility  of  the  objects  proposed,  and  therefore 
contented  himself  with  partially  and  indirectly 
resisting  the  plan :  but  Fox  and  Burke  loaded 
the  Bill,  its  author,  and  the  Administration  of 
which  he  had  lately  composed  a  part,  with  the 
severest  Epithets  or  Imputations.  Some  of  the 
comparisons  and  allusions  made  by  Burke  in 
particular,  reflecting  contemptuousdy  on  Fitt^ 
as  a  Projector  and  a  Reformer,  appeared,  when 
&lling  from  his  lips,  to  affect  his  Audience 
mth  no  little  surprize  ^  he  having  so  recently, 
himself,  laid  claim  to  general  approbation,  in 
the  same  character.  As  it  might  nevertheless 
have  seemed  too  indecorous,  not  to  permit  the 
Bill  to  pass  the  House  of  Commons,  Minis^ 
ters  allowed  it  to  go  up  to  the  Peers  :^  but^ 
AerCf  the  whole  force  of  government  drew  out 
in  array  against  the  Measure.  Even  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  who  seldom  exhibited  any  spe* 
cimens  of  Eloquence,  stigmatized  it  as  *'  more 
**  a  disease,  than  a  remedy ;"  while  Lord  Fitz- 
William  decried  it,  as  being  both  trifling  and 
vexatious  in  its  Nature.  Thus  attacked,  the 
measure  was  finally  negatived*  Such  an  aver- 
sjoD»  demonstrated  to  the  very  objects  of  re-* 
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trenchment,  which  they  had  themselves  af- 
fected to  introduce  only  a  few  Months  before^ 
idth  so  much  zeal,  even  into  the  P^ace,  and 
at  the  table  of  the  Sovereign  ;  evidently,  be« 
cause  they  were  now  proposed  from  a  hostile 
source ;  did  not  fail  to  make  an  adequate  im- 
pression  on  the  public  mind.  It  operated  to 
the  disadvant^e  of  the  Ministry  in  ever^ 
quarter  pf  the  Kingdom  ;  and  by  unmasking 
them  in  some  measure,  it  silently  prepared 
the  way  for  those  astonishing  events  in  the  in* 
terior  of  the  Government,  which  took  place 
.before  the  conclusion  of  the  yean 

Some  of  the  Abuses  which  Pitt  had  attempt^ 
ed  to  point  out  and  expose,  in  the  progress  ot 
the  Bill  which  he  introduced  into  the  Houser 
of  Commons,  were  indeed  of  a  description 
so  singular,  as  to  excite  not  only  astonish^ 
ment,  but  even  to  produce  a  degree  of  ridi-^ 
cule.  They  served  to  shew  what  extensivd 
depredations  had  been  committed  upon  the 
public,  in  many,  or  in  all  the  principal  Qf^ 
fices,  previous  to  the  period  of  Lord  North^i 
resignation.  That  Nobleman  formed  thd 
mark,  at  which  Pitt  levelled  his  severest  ceoi 
sures;  nor  could  the  Honse  ^together  re- 
frain &om  kughter,  at  one  of  the  diarges^ 
s|)ecifyilrg  a  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fctfty 
4. 
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Pounds,  paidrto  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  the  artiqle  of  Whipcord.  The  annual  ex- 
|>ence  of  the  first  Minister  ibr  his  individual 
StatmUtnf^  did  nbt  fall  short,  as  it  appeared^ 
of  thirteen  hundred  Pounds*  Lord  Norths 
when  called  on,  made  nevertheless  not  only 
a  {^ansifole,  but  a  very  satisfactory  defence, 
to  most  of  the  alledged  Items.  Relative  to 
the  consumption  of  Whipcord,  which  had  ex- 
cited a  great  deal  of  mirth,  having  professed 
however  his  total  ignorance,  Robinson  un- 
dertook to  give  some  sort  of  explanation* 
which  however  mgenious  or  even  well  found- 
ed, nevertheless  diverted,  more  than  it  satis- 
fied his  heavers^ 

It  is  certain  that  during  die  period  antece- 
<tent  to  1782,  the  Abuses  practised  in  many 
great  pffidal  Departments,  which  exceeded  all 
reasonable  limits,  loudly  demanded  parlia^  > 
mentary  regulation.  I  have,  myself,  had  oc« 
casion  to  hear,  if  not  to  see,  specimens  and 
instances  of  depredation  ;  (for  they  well  me* 
rited  the  name  ;)  which  will  hardly  obtain 
beUef  in  the  preiE^nt  'days.  I  knew  with  some 
degree  of  intimacy,  a  Lord  of  Trade,  who 
poasessiiig  a  Borough,  and  a  very  large  for* 
tune»  was  himself  a.  Member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in'Siu^cessive  JParliaments.  On  Us 
being    sworn  in  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  he 
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issued  an  order  to  provide  a  great  number  of 
pewter  Inkstands  for  his  own  use  ;  which  he 
afterwards  commuted  into  one  composed  of 
Silver.  I  have  seen  him  at  the  Levee,  dressed 
in  a  suit  of  green  Velvet,  fabricated,  as  fame 
reported,  out  of  the  materials  ordered  in  his 
public  character,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  d 
making  bags  to  contain  Office  papers.  His 
friends  and  correspondents  could  recognize 
the  Stationary,  of  which  he  had  made  an  am« 
pie  provision,  more  than  ten  years  after  the 
Board  of  Trade  itself,  abolished  by  Burke's 
Bill,  had  ceased  to  have  any  existence.  Even 
^nce  1782,  similar  facts  are  said  to  have  taken 
place.  This  Gentleman,  or  rather  his  wife, 
formed  one  on  the  list  of  British  Peerages, 
intended  to  have  been  either  revived  or  cre^ 
ated,  by  Lord  Nortii  and  Fox  $  the  numbw 
of  which,  as  I  recollect,  amounted  to  thirty 
two,  or  thirty  three;  if  the  "Coalition"  had 
forced  their  way  a  second  time  into  the  Ca^ 
binet,  in  the  beginning  of  17  84,  as  they  am* 
fidently  expected. 

Nor  were  these  the  only  official  and  Minis- 
terial appropriations  of  the  Public  Money,  to 
private  purposes,  that  distinguished  the  Times 
under  our  review.  From  the  Ministry  of  JSir 
Robert  Walpole^  down  to  the  conclusion  of 


Lord  North's  Governmeiit,  few  pkces  of  con- 
siderable emolument,    in    any  Department, 
vrere  given,  wholly  unfettered,  to  the  nominal 
oceupant.    Even  imder  Lord  Rockingham^s 
first  Administration  in  1765,  we  find  Wnkes 
gptartered  on  the  whole  of  the  Treasury  and 
Admiralty  Boards,  to  the  annual  amount  of 
1 040I.  a  year ;  the  Marquis  paying  him  500L ; 
the  inferior  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  60I.  each ; 
and  the  Members  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  each 
40I.    This  curious  fact  is  stated  in  Home's 
Letter  to  "Junius,'*  ef  the  31st  July,  1771.'* 
Jt  was  not  attempted  to  be  denied.  When  the 
Buke  of  Grafton,  in  June  of  the  same  year; 
J  771,  accepted  the  Office  of  Privy  Seal,  which 
had  been  previously  destined  for  Lord  Wey-J 
mouth;  "  Junius"  more  than  insinuates,  that 
the  last  mentioned  Nobleman  vras-quartered  by 
the  Duke  upon  Rig^y,  who,  from  1768  to  1782, 
nominally  occupied  the  sole  Paymastership  of 
the  Forces.    I  knew  a  Lady  of  Quality,  who 
having  been  daughter  to  a  person  high  in  Of-* 
fice,  was  commonly  said  to  have  rode  sixteen 
persons  at  one  time ;  to  whom  her  father  had 
given  places,  under  that  express  condition  or 
reservation.    I  believe  she  outlived  them  all. 
Governments,  military  Appointments,  Offices 
in  the  Excise  and  Customs  ^  in  a  word,  places 
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of  every  description,  at  home  and  abroad, 
were  frequently  loaded  with  Biders.  These 
practices  were  disdained  by  Mn  Pitt,  when 
he  became  First  Minister ;  but  he  was  ne-> 
cessitated  in  many  cases  to  commit  a  greater 
inroad  on  the  Constitution,  by  distributing 
Honours  and  I)i^ties^  as  a  substitute  for 
emoluments. 

July.3  The  fruitless  latten^  made  by  Pitt, 
to  regulate  the  abuses  of  Fee^  in  the  public 
Offices,  did  not  constitute  the  only  unsuccess- 
ful parliamentary  effort  undertaken  by  him, 
duiing  the  Session.  A  short  time  before  its 
dose.  Lord  John  Cavendish  having,  as  it  would 
appear,  somewhat  incautiously  or  inadvertently 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House,  a  list  of  public 
Accountants,  from  whom  Balances  of  money 
exceeding  in  the  whole  forty rfour  Million^ 
were  due  to  Government;  Pitt  endeavoured  to 
induce  the  House  to  vote  an  Address  to  the 
Crown,  requesting  His  Majesty  to  take  mea- 
sures for  compelling  the  persons  named^  to  ac- 
count for  the  sums  soiaemaining  in  their  hands; 
apd  for  preventing  a  future  recurrence  of  the 
%imt  Abuse,  tie  seemed  authorized  to  assume, 
that  such  a  Motion  wojuld  be  too  analogous  to 
the  avowed  disposition  ;md  professions  of  the 
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Rockingham  party,  to  experience  from  them 
any  resistance.  AH  the  ability,  eloquence,  wit, 
and  ingenuity   of  the  Ministerial  Benches, 
were  nevertheless  called  out,  in  order  to  in- 
validate the  authenticity  of  the  very  Docu- 
ment,  laid  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
on  the  Table ;  which  his  Colleagues  now  de- 
clared to  be  destitute  of  proper  authority,  and 
consequently,  an  unsiafe,  as  well  as  inefficient 
basis,  on  which  to  found  the  proposed  Address 
to  the  Throne.      This  treatment    of  Lord 
John  in  his  official  capacity,  as  Minister  of 
Finance,  by  his  own  friends,  in  the  face  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  did  not  appear  at  first 
sight,  either  the  most  respectful  to  him,  or 
even  the  most  decorous  to  themselves^     Sheri- 
dan,  with  consummate  Address,   contrived, 
however,^  to  render  it  in  some  measure  palat- 
able^ by  a  delicate  mixture  of  compliment  to 
his  integrity,  apd  of  censure  on  his  prudence: 
while  Lord  North  and  Fox  played  their  whole 
Artillery  upon  Htt.     The  two  Secretaries  of 
State  seemed  on  that  day,  to  act  in  perfect 
concert,  and.  to  be  cordially  united*     Having 
thus  extracted  almost  every  Clajise  from  the 
Address,  which  rendered  it  efficient  or  useful, 
tjiey  alloT^ed  it,  when  mutilated  and  harmless, 
to  pass  the  House. 
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i6th  July.]  The  Session,  protracted  to  the 
middle  of  July,  now  drew  towards  a  termin- 
ation.  During  the  space  of  about  three  Months 
that  F^liament  remained  sitting  after  th? 
formation  of  the  new  Ministry,  both  Houses, 
in  particular  the  Commons,  had  manifested 
the  utmost  disposition  to  give  them  every  sup- 
port. The  Opposition,  though  conducted  by 
Pitt  and  Dundas,  while  it  was  tacitly,  as  well 
as  powerfully,  sustained  by  Jenkinson  j  yet 
rarely  ventured  on  a  Division,  which  only  ex- 
posed the  paucity  and  inferiority  of  their  num- 
bers. Lord  North,  however  obscured  he  might 
be  by  the  superior  energy  of  Fox,  still  remain- 
ed the  nominal  leader  of  a  very  numerous 
body,  who  looked  to  him  for  protection  against 
the  violent  Members  of  the  Rockingham 
Party.  But  his  Colleague,  without  the  title, 
V^as  already  become  the  real  First  Minister ; 
SI3  the  great  Earl  of  Chatham  had  been  for- 
merly, under  the  late  and  present  Reign, 
when  <Miiy  Secretary  of  State,  or  when  hold- 
ing the  Privy  SeaL  The  strength  of  Fox's 
character,  the  activity  of  his  mind,  the  warmth 
Qf  his  friendship,  and  the  splendor  of  his 
talents ; — this  combination  of  endowments  na- 
turally attracting  adherents,  enabled  him  to 
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absorb   the   whole   power  of  Government. 
Burke,  ardent,  inde&tigable,  and  never  losing 
sight  of  his  object,  impatiently  looked  forward 
to  the  great  task  of  reforming  and  remodelling 
India.    The  advanced  season  of  the  year  at 
which  the  Administration  came  into  power^ 
and  that  circumstance  only,  had  induced  him, 
as  well  as  his  Colleagues,  to  allow  the  present 
Session  to  elapse,  without  immediately  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the   patronage,  and  mul- 
tiplied sources  of  advantage,  which  the  Indian 
Empire  offered  to  their  avidity.    It  presented 
a  rich  harvest,  which  they  devoured  by  antici- 
pation ;  and  the  enjoyment  of  which  they  reluct- 
antly postponed,  even  for  a  few  Months*  But, 
the  magnitude,  importance,  and  complicated 
nature  of  the  political  machine  by  which  India 
was  governed,  demanded  mature. deliberation, 
before  they  ventured  to  reconstruct  it,  as  they 
meditated,  entirely  on  new  principles.    It  Was 
therefore  finally  determined  in  the  Cabinet,  to 
call  Parliament  together  early  in  the  approach* 
ing  Autuxtm,  for  the  purpose ;  and  the  King  was 
expressly  made  to  declare  the  Intention,  in  his 
Speech  pronounced  from  the  Throne  on  the 
Prorogation.    Sheridan,  by  a  wonderful  com^- 
binatibn  of  almost  all  talents  which  can.  meet 
in  man,  under  the  controul  of  unalterable  equa* 
lity  of  temper,  began  already  to  compete  with 
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Burke  in  parliamentary  estimation ;  and  fre^ 
qiiently  obtained  a  more  ready  or  patient  hear^ 
ing  from  the  House.  Every  day,  while  it  con- 
finned  the  ascendant  winch  he  had  there  ac* 
quired,  placed  him  higher  among  the  most 
distinguished  supports  of  Administration. 

If  the  Coalition  looked  round  at  home,  they 
beheld  at  this  period,  a  docile  P^liament,  origi- 
nally called  together  by  Lord  North ;  and  of 
which  he  still  retained  in  his  hands,  many  of 
the  secret  Springs  or  Keys,  in  both  Houses. 
Abroad,  every  thing  announced  the  continu- 
ance of  Peace.     America  was  indeed  lost ; 
but  the  emancipated  Colonies  had  ceased  to 
be  hostile  to  Great  Britain.     France,  exhaust- 
ed even  by  her  late  advantages  beyond  the 
Atlantic,  weak  in  her  Government,  and  aU 
together  convulsed  or  deranged  in  her  Fi^ 
nances;  already  nourished  in  her  vitals  the 
seeds  of  that  fatal  Revolution,  which  ^nce 
overturned  order,  religion,  morals,  and  the 
anti^at  fabrick  of  Europe.    Joseph  the  $e« 
cond.  Emperor  of  Germany,  suppressing  Mo* 
nasteries  and  religious  Establii!^ments   with 
one  hand ;  with  the  other,  in  direct  violation 
of  all  subsisting  Treaties,  rashly  and  wantonty- 
demolished  to  their  foundations,  the  works 
of  the  Garrison  cities  of  the  Austrian  Nether- 
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lands*  I  witnessed,  myself,  during  the  course 
o£  that  Summer,  the  expulsion  of  the  last  re- 
mains of  the  Dutch  troops  maintained  in  the 
Barrier  towns,  and  the  destruction  or  demo- 
lition of  the  Fortifications  themselves.  Except 
Luxembourg,  placed  at  one  extremity ;  and 
the  Citadel  of  Antwerp  situate  at  the  other,  it 
was  obvious  that  scarcely  any  obstacle  ramained 
to  exclude  IP^ance  &om  overruiinrng  the  Lxm 
Countries  at  her  pleasure.  If  these  i^eflexions 
appeared  however  to  cause  no  imeasineBs 
to  Ministers^  yet,  a  domestic  source  of  jusrt 
anxiety  which  they  could  ]3K>t  surmount^  pre- 
sented itself  in  the  fixed  aad  maucoaaquierable 
Aliesiation  of  the  Kin^  In  vain  dad  they  eoGt- 
deav<Mir  to  insinuate  theflnselves  into  his  favor. 
He  rec^ved  with  forma^ty  and  coldness,  aH 
their  adyanees ;  allowed  them  to  dictate  mea^ 
fioresf  gave  them  Audiences,  si^ed  papers; 
and  compUed  with  their  advice:  but  he 
neither  admitted  tiliem  to  liis  confidencet  ®or 
ceased  to  consider  them  aa  ob^cts.  of  his 
personal  avejesion.  The  conaciousiiess  of  d^s 
sentiment  eidsting  in  the  royal  bosom^  wliicfa 
suttk  deep  into  IS&i^'S  mind,  naturaUy  finpeUed 
bim  to  subgtitute  other  fimndatums»  on  which 
to  con^trttct,  sand  to  piescpetoate,  his  mmBtenal 
Greatoess^ 
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No  man  who  has  enjoyed  the  opportunities 
of  studying  Fox's  character,  or  of  being  in- 
formed respecting  his  poUtical  line  of  action, 
to  which  1  have  had  access  j  can  however 
doubt  that  he  would  have  preferred  gentleness 
before  force,  and  conciliation  in  preference  to 
harsher  methods  of  confirming  his  power,  if 
the  means  of  accomplishing  it  had  been  open 
to  him.  He  well  knew  how  dijfficult  it  was  to 
retain  OflSce  in  defiance  of  the  Sovereign  ;  and 
he  could  not  be  ignorant  that  by  his  junction 
with  Lord  North,  though  he  had  stormed  the 
Cabinet,  he  had  lost  his  popularity.  All  his 
original  principles  were  monarchical,  and  even 
his  ambition  partook  of  the  pliability  of  his 
"^  nature.  *  His  very  necessities  rendered  him 
ductile,  and  loudly  called  on  him  to  bestow 
some  attention  on  his  private  fortune.  In  fact 
we  may  question  whether  a  more  complying 
Minister,  or  one  more  disposed  to  have  grati- 
fied hiis  Master  in  every  legitimate  object  of 
royal  desire,  could  have  been  found  among 
His  Majesty^s  Subjects.  Mr.  Ktt  manifested 
by  no  means  the  same  acquiescence,  or  the 
same  i^uavity  and  ready  submission,  on  a  va- 
riety of  occasions,  when  afterwards  in  Office, 
itte  Was  on  the  contrary,  'often  intractable 
and  pertinacious,  even  upon  points  painftdly 
inlj^r^sting  to  the  King.    But,  if  George  the 
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Third  did  not.  regard  him  with,  affection,  he 
at  least  considered  him  with  esteem  ;  and  un- 
fortunately for  Fox,  it  was  not  easy  to  acquire 
the  royal  favour,  except  through  the  Channel 
of  his  moral  approbation.  <<  Hocjimte  de^ 
**  rivata  Clades.'*  It  was  in  vain  that  the 
Secretary  watched  for  a  moment  of  weakness, 
of  which  he  would  no  doubt  have  printed. 
There  was  no  Mistress  to  facilitate  his  ap* 
preaches,  to  soften  asperities,  and  to  form 
the  medium  of  reconciliation.  Under  George 
the  First,  the  Duchess  of  Kendal,  or  the 
Countess  of  Darlington,  would  have  per- 
formed that  office,  though  not  gratuitously ; 
as  Mrs.  Howard,  or  Madame  de  Walmoden, 
would  equally  have  done  with.  George  the 
Second. 

Nor  can  we  reasonably  question  on  the  other 
hand,  that  His  Majesty  justly  appreciated  the 
Secretary's  character,  and  was  well  aware  that 
he  would  not  prove  more  intractable  or  rigid 
while  in  Office,  than  other  men.  But  he  did 
not  choose  to  avail  himself  of  sucb  assistance. 
I  know  that  some  three  or  four  years  after  the 
time  of  which  I  now  speak,  the  King  finding 
himself  alone  with  the  Duke  of  Queensb^Tjf 
who  had  been  one  of  the  Lords  of  Ms  Bed- 
chamber ever  since   his  Accession;  to  the 
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Crown,  and  with  whom  he  was  Accustomed  to 
converse  unreservedly  on  many  subjects ;  the 
discourse  turned  on  the  Coalition  Ministry. 
*<  Sir/'  said  the  Duke,  "  Your  Ms^esly  m^ht 
«  safely  have  allowed  Mr.  Fox  to  remain  in 
"  Office,  and  you  would  have  found  in  him 
^*  every  disposition  to  comply  with  your 
^<  wishes.  I  can  assert  as  an  undoubted  fact, 
^*  that  there  was  scarcely  any  proof  of  his  per- 
**  sonal  devotion^  or  any  sacrifice  that  he 
**  would  not  have  made,  to  acquire  your 
<*  favt^ur.*'  *<  He  never  said  as  much  to 
**  ioie,'*  answered  the  King.  "  No,  Sir,*'  re- 
plied ^Jie  Duke^  « assuredly  he  did  not, 
^  because  Your  Majesty  never  gave  him  any 
^'  "cilcDUTagement  to  venture  on  taking  such  a 
•*  step.''  George  the  Third,  during  the  eight 
or  nine  months  of  his  captivity,  only  looked 
to  emancipation,  and  never  attempted  to  gain 
bis  Ministerial  Jailors. 

Meanwhile  emerging,  as  the  Duties  (^  his 
4ngh  Office  c<«xipelled  him,  from  the  dissq)a- 
tiott  and  society  of  Brookes's;  Fox,  dur- 
4iig  this  brilliant,  but  transitory  portion  of 
ins  life,  fyfilled  with  universal  approbation, 
I  might  even  say,  admiration,  all  the  essential, 
ho  le^  thttn  thie  osteni^ble  functions  of  Secre- 
tary of  State.      At  his  house  in  Grafl^ou 
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Street,  he  received  and  entertained  the  fo-i 
reign  Ministers  then  resident  in  London  from- 
the  various  European  Courts,  with  distinguish- 
ed  Eclat  They,  who  were  never  weary  of  his 
conversation,  respected  his  talents,  while  they^ 
admired  the  immense  variety  of  his  inform- 
ation on  aH  diplomatic  points.  Delighted  at 
the  facility  with  which  he  wrote  or  conversed 
in  French,  they  were  not  less  gratified  by  the; 
liberal  hospitality  of  hi^  table,  added  to  the 
amenity  and  frankness  of  his  manners.  Nor 
can  it  be  sufficiently  regretted,  that  a  man 
so  much  formed  to  have  done  Honor,  and 
to  have  rendered  essential  service  to  hi^ 
Country,  q,s  ,Fox  j  should,  by  the  errors  or 
miprqd^icies  of  his  own  conduct,  have  ren- 
dered himself  o]3noxious  to  his  Sovereign,  and 
thus  have  excluded  himself  from  OflSce.  We 
qannot  reflpct  without  concern,  that  in  the 
course  of  a  life  prolonged  to  its  fifty-eighth 
year.  Fox  «&t  only  about  nineteen  months  in 
the  Cabinet,  tal^en  all  together :  while  Pitt, 
who  terminated  his  comparatively  short  ca- 
reer at  forty-seven,  passed  almost  his  whole 
life  aft^er  he  attained  to  manhood,  in  the  fir^t 
employments ;  or  rather  in  the  highest  situa- 
tion of  State,  that  of  Prime  Minister.  Howr 
ever  we  may  dispute  as  to  the  superiority  of 
Talents  in  these  two  extraordinary  apd  illus* 
B  B  3 
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trious  men,  posterity  will  be  at  no  loss  to  decide 
f  especting  the  superiority  of  their  Judgment 

August]  Pitt  availing  himself  of  this  Inter- 
val  of  political  Leisure,  affi)rded  him  by  the  Tri- 
umph of  the  ^•Coalitionj'^and  the  Recessof  Par- 
liament, endeavoured  to  catch  a  hasty  glimpse 
of  the  Continent,  which  he  had  scarcely  ever 
before  visited.  As  if  he  foresaw  that  no  other 
occasion  would  ever  again  present  itself  for 
the  gratification  of  his  curiosity,  he  crossed 
over  to  Calais,  and  directed  his  Course  in  the 
first  instance,  to  the  Low  Countries.  Mr. 
George  Rose,  who  had  been  one  of  the  two 
Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  when  Pitt  filled 
the  Post  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
who  has  since  deservedly  risen  by  his  fi- 
hancial  taleints  or  services,  to  much  higher 
ofiicial  situations,  accompanied  him.  I  met 
them  by  accident,  at  Antwerp.  Pitt  pro- 
ceeding afterwards  to  Paris,  was  presented 
by  our  Embassador,  the  Duke  of  Manchester, 
to  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  at  Fontainbleau,  where 
the  French  Court  always  passed  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  Autumn.  His  Name, 
and  the  fame  of  his  distinguished  abilities; 
which  had  preceded  his  appearance,  dis^ 
posed  ail  to  admire  hitn ;  but  the  King,  in 
compliance  with   the  stupid  Etiquette,  that 
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interdicted  him  from  speakitig  to  Foreign- ^ 
ers,  when  presented  at  Court;  added  toj 
hig  natural  shyness;  did  not,  I  believe,  ex- 
<;hange  one  word  with  Pitt.  The  Queen, 
whose  superior  energy  of  mind  emandpated 
her  from  such  restraints,  treated  him  with 
the  utmost  distinction.  Marie  Ant:oinette  en- 
tered into  conversation  with  him,  as  far  as  his 
cold  manner,  encreased  by  an  imperfect  know* 
ledge  of  the  French  Language,  would  permit 
her  to  engage  him  in  discourse.  <*  Monsieur j\ 
saxdi  she  to  him,  on  his  retiring,  with  a  man- 
ner even  more  expressive  than  the  words,  "  Je 
*^  suis  charmee  de  *vous  voir,  et  de  votis  avoir 
"  vue.**  Pitt  took  care  to  return  to  London 
from  his  short  excursion,  in  time  to  attend 
the  Meeting  of  Parliament. 

While  the  two  leaders  of  Ministry,  and  of  Op- 
position, were  thus  respectively  occupied,  the 
one  in  his  official  duties  at  home,  and  the  other 
on  the  Continent ;  the  King  became  a  prey  to 
habitual  dejection.  Throughout  all  the  troubles 
of  his  reign,  when  Wilkes  and  when  **  Junius'* 
excited  disafiection  among  his  Subjects,  as  well 
^is  during  the  most  distressful  periods  of  the 
American  War;  or  when  the  Capital  exhibited 
.scenes  of  outrage  and  of  popular  violence ; 
he  had/  maintained  a  ^rene  countenance^ 

B  B  ^ 
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ffid  mabi^ted  an  unshaken  finnness.  Hat, 
bis  fortitude  sunk  under  the  bondage  f  o  which 
**  the  Coalition ''  had  subjected  him*  Hi& 
natural  equality  of  temper,,  suavity  of  maur 
ners,  and  cheerfulness  of  depofrtment,  forsak- 
ing him  in  a  great  measure,  he  became  silent, 
thoughtful,  taciturn,  and  uncommnnicative. 
Sometimes,  when  he  resided  at  Windsor, 
mounting  his  horse,  accompanied  by  an  Equer^- 
ly  and  a  single  footman ;  after  riding  ten  or 
twelve  miles,  scarcely  opening  his  lips,  be 
would  dismount  in  oider  to  inspect  his  hounds, 
or  to  view  his  fanning  improvements:  then 
getting  on  horseback  again,  he  returned  back 
to  the  Queen's  Lodge  in  the  same  pensive  or 
disconsolate  manner.  From  time  to  time,  he 
admitted  Mr.  Jenkinson  and  Lord  Thurlow, 
both  of  whom  were  Privy  Councillors,  to  pay 
•their  respects  to  him.  He  even  rq>eated  to 
the  latter  of  those  distinguished  persons,  his 
wish  already  expressed,  of  goii^  over  to  his 
Electoral  Dominions  for  a  few  months  j  and 
abandoning  to  the  Ministers,  the  power  of 
which  they  had  got  possession.  But  Lord 
Thutiow,  after  again  dissuading  him  from 
having  recourse  to  any  strong  or  violent  expe- 
^ents  for  procurii^  present  emancipation  > 
exhorted  him  to  wait  for  a  ikvorable  occasion, 
which  Fox's  impetU0sit?y^  or  imfKriidence  would 


1783*1  MEMOIRS,  377 

probably  furdisfay  to  Uberate  himself  from  the 
yoke  of  the  Coalition.  Time  soon  presented 
the  propitious  moment  for  putting  this  advice 
ifito  execution* 

September.]  His  Majesty  remaining  inflexi«» 
ble  in  his  resolution  not  to  create  any  British 
Peers  on  the  ministerial  recommendationr  they 
ccmtented  themselves  with  tendering  him  a 
list  of  eight  or  nine  Irish  peerages.  However 
reluctantly,  he  yet  consented  to  exercise  this 
act  of  the  Prerogative.  Nearly  about  the  SMtie 
time,  the  dfefinitive  Treaties  of  Peace  were  con- 
cluded with  France  and  Spain  ;  while  David 
Hartley,  who  had  been  sent  to  Paris  for  the 
purpose,  signed  another  Treaty  with  America. 
Hartley,  who  was  Member  for  Hull,  though, 
destitute  of  any  personal  recommendations  of 
manner,  possessed  some  talent,  with  unsullied 
probity,  added  to  indefatigalde  perseverance 
and  labour.  His  sight  which  was  very  defective 
compelled  him  always  to  wear  spectacles.  jThe 
Rockingham  Party  had  not  among  them  a 
more  saealous  adherent  i  but  in  Parliament,  the 
intblerable  length,  when  increafiod  by  the  dull* 
aesls  of  his  Slpeeches,  tendei:)ed  him  an  abso* 
late  nuisance,  even  to  his  own  tHends.  His 
risiii^aiways  operated  like  a  dinner  bell«  One 
day:,  tluKt  be  had  thus  we^ed  out  the  paldcttcie 
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of  his  audience ;  having  nearly  cleared  a  veiy 
full  House,  which  was  reduced  from  three 
hundred,  to  about  eighty  persons^  half  asleep;: 
just  at  a  time  when  he  was  expected  to  close,, 
he  unexpectedly  moved  that  the  Riot  Act 
should  be  read,  as  a  document  necessary  to 
elucidate,  or  to  prove,  some  of  his  foregoing  as-, 
sertions.  Burke,  who  sat  dose  by  him,  and  who 
wishing  to  speak  to  the  Question  under  discus- 
sion, had  been  bursting  with  impatience  for 
more  than  an  hoiu^  and  a  half;  finding  himself  so 
cruelly  disappointed,  bounced  up,  exclaiming, 
"  The  Riot  Act !  my  dear  friend,  the  Riot 
*<  Act !  to  what  purpose !  don't  you  see  that 
*<  thi^  mob  is  already  completely  dispersed?" 
The  sarcastic  wit  of  this  remark,  in  the  state 
of  the  House,  which  presented  only  empty 
Benches ;  encreased  by  the  manner  and  tone  of 
despair,  in  which  Burke  uttered  it ;  convulsed 
every  person  present  except  Hartley,  who 
never  changed  countenance,  and  insisted  on 
the  Riot  Act  being  read  by  one  of  the  Clerks. 

1  have  heard  the  late  Earl  of  Liverpool, 
then  Mr.  Jenkinson,  say,  that  Hartley  having 
risen  to  speak,  about  five  o'clock,  during  the 
Session  of  the  year  1 779,  in  the  month  of  June, 
or  of  July  J  and  it  being  generally  understood^ 
that  he  would  .undoubtedly  continue  a  long  time 


on  his  legs,  as  he  was  to  conclude  with 
making  a  Motion ;  Mr.  Jenkinson  profited  of 
the  occasion  to  breathe  some  country  air.  He 
walked  therefore,  from  the  House,  to  his  re- 
sidence in  Parliament  Street;  from  whence 
mounting  his  horse,  he  rode  out  to  a  place 
that  he  rented,  some  miles  from  town.  There 
he  dined,  strolled  about,  and  in  the  evening 
returned  slowly  to  London*  As  it  was  then 
near  nine  o'clock  j  before  he  went  down  a 
second  time  to  the  House  of  Commons,  he 
dispatched  a  servant  to  Mrs*  Bennet,  the 
Housekeeper,  requesting  to  be  informed  of 
the  names  of  the  principal  persons  who  had 
spoken  in  the  course  of  the  Debate,  and  like- 
wise to  know  about  what  hour  a  Division  might 
probably  be  expected  to  take  place.  The 
footman  brought  back  for  answer,  that  Mr. 
Hartley  continued  still  speaking,  but,  was  ex- 
pected to  close  soon ;  and  that  no  other  person 
had  yet  risen  except  himself.  In  fact,  when 
Mr.  Jenkinson  entered  the  House  soon  after- 
wards, Hartley  remained  exactly  in  the  same 
place  and  attitude  as  he  was,  near  five  hours 
before ;  regardless  of  the  general  impatience, 
or  of  the  profound  repose  into  which  thema^ 
jority  of  his  hearers  were  sunk.    However  in- 
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credible  this  Anecdote  appears,  I  have  related 
it  without  exaggeratioot 

October.]  Autumn  produced  universal  tran- 
quillity ;  a  Peace  with  Hc^and,  following  the 
Treaties  made  with  France,  Spain,  and  Ame- 
rica. In  India,  hostilities  had  been  long 
terminated  with  the  Mharattas;  and  the  death 
of  Hyder  Ally,  the  most  formidable  enemy  with 
whom  we  had  to  contend  in  the  East,  which 
took  place  in  December,  1782,  enabled  us  to 
continue  the  contest  with  France  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  world,  till  the  arrival  at  Madras,  of 
tlie  intelligence  of  a  general  pacification  in 
£un>pe,  1  availed  myself  of  a  fortunate  cir- 
cumstance, to  convey  the  first  information  of 
this  event  to  India,  and  thereby  stopped  the 
further  efiusion  of  blood.  Lord  Walsingham, 
who  had  been  newly  i^wom  in  a  Member  of 
<ii€  Privy  Council,  in  January,  1783,  pos- 
sessing in  virtue  of  his  Oi$ce,  two  *<  Extraor** 
«  dinary  Gazettes,"  gave  me  one  of  them  j 
which  Gazette  I  forwarded  on  the  25th  of  that 
Month,  by  the  conunon  Post  overland^  through 
Vienna,  Constaiitinoplf,  Aleppo,  and  Bussora, 
420  a  friend  at  Mudras*  It  contained  the  Prer 
jaminarim  of  P^Aee  just  signed  ^  P^ns,  be- 
tween Great  Britain,  France,  and  Spain.  The 
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King's  Ministers,  as  well  as  the  East  India 
Company,  were  equally  bound  by  every  prin* 
ciple  of  humanity  and  policy,  to  have  anticir 
pated  that  Gazette.     But,  Lord  Sydney,  theii 
Secretary  of  State  for  tiie  Department,  having 
delayed,  on  account  of  the  unsettled  nature* 
of  the    Administration,     which    remained 
during  maay  w6^  in  a  species  of  suspen- 
sion, after  Lord  Shelburne's  reisij^ation  tO) 
dispatch  the  **  Crocodile  "  Frigate,  with  tlie 
intelligence ;  and  the  Cou,rt  of  Directors  re* 
mainingfirom  the  same  cause  equally  torpid; 
my  letter  reached  Madras  about  the  middle  of 
the  following  Month  of  June.    Full  six  weeks 
elapsed  subsequent  to  that  time,  before  any  ^ 
,  ficial  information,  either  from  the  Courtof  Ver- 
sailles, &om  the  British  Government,  or  from 
the  East  India  House,  arrived  on  ike  Coast  of 
Coromandel.     Our  position,  at  the  moment 
*  when  my  account  was  received  in  that  Quarter 
of  the  Globe,  might  be  esteemed  most  critical, 
as  we  had  formed  the  Siege  of  Cuddalore,  and 
were  under  hourly  apprehension  of  a  Sail^ 
being  made  on  the  part  of  the  enemy ;  whose 
Force  within  the  Walls,  far  exceeded  our  own 
Troops  stationed  in  the  Trenches  before  the 
place.  Under  these  circumstances.  Lord  Mac-^ 
artnay,  th^n  Governor  of  Madra$»liaving  dis- 
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patched  his  Secretary,  Sir  George  Staunton,  to 
Cuddalore,  with  the  Gazette  which  my  friend 
had  laid  before  him ;  Bussy,  who  commanded 
the  French  Forces,  recognized    its  authen- 
ticity, and  consented  to  publish  an  immediate 
Cessation  of  Arms,    When  the  account  of  so 
extraordinary  a  fact  was  received  in  London 
from  Madras,   early  in  1784,  together  with 
the  recognition  of  its  beneficial  results  to  the 
East    India    Company;    a  Member  of  the 
Court  of  Directors,  who  then  enjoyed  great 
Consideration  in  LeadenhaU  Street;  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  public  Benefits  that  had  ac- 
crued from  it,  evinced  a  desire  of  procuring  for 
me,  as  its  author,  some  honorary  Mark  of  the 
Company's  satisfaction  or  gratitude.    But,  on 
his  mentioning  the  subject  to  the  Chairman 
and  Deputy  Chairman,  they  observed,  that  to 
thank  me  for  sending  out  intelligence  of  the 
conclusion  of  Peace,  must  imply  a  tacit  con- 
demnation of  their  own  delay  in  so  long  with- 
holding, or  rather,  in  neglecting  to  forward, 
the  information.  The  business  remained  there- 
fore in  oblivion :  but  I  do  not  the  less  re- 
flect upon  it,  as  one  of  the  most  gratifying 
acts  of  my  whole  Life. 

Hyder  Ally,  who  had  raised  himself,  like 
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Buonaparte,    from    the    rank  of  a  military 
OfSicer  in  the  service  of  his  native  Prince,  the 
Rajah  or  Sovereign  of  Mysore,  to  the  possession 
of  Supreme  Power  in  that  Country ;  was,  beyond 
all  competition,  the  greatest  man  whom  India 
had  beheld,  since  the  entry  of  Nadir  Shaw 
into  Dehli ;  or  perhaps  since  the  death  of  Au- 
rung  Zebe.    It  was  twice  the  lot  of  Hyder,  to 
overrun  the  Carnatic,   and  to  penetrate  to 
the  Gates  of  Madras.      His  first  irruption, 
which  took  place  in  1769,  may  even  be  said  to 
have  dictated  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  concluded 
under  the  very  walls  of  the  City,    Governor 
Du  Pre,  who  then   presided  over  the  East 
India  Company's    affitirs    on  the  Coast  of 
Coromandel ;  held  more  than  one  interview 
with  Hyder,   while   the  Negociations  were 
pending,  in  order  to  adjust,  or  to  accelerate 
the  Conditions.     Insensibly,  during  these  per- 
sonal conferences,  as  their  mutual  distrust  and 
distance  wore  off,  the  Nabob  put  many  questions 
to  Du  Pre,  indicating  equally  the  enlargement 
of  his  mind,  and  displaying  the  easy  familiarity 
of  his  manners.    One  of  the  circumstances 
which  most  excited  the  English  Governor's 
astonishment,  was  to  see  that  Hyder  had  no  eye* 
brows ;  nor,  indeed*  a  single  hair  left  on  any 
part  of  his  face.    A  man  constantly  attended 
near  him,  whose  sole  function  and  employ** 
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matit  consisted  in  pulling  out,  wiUi  a  pair  of 
nipp^s,  the  first  hair  that  made  its  appearance 
on  the  Sultan's  countenance.    Hyder  perceiv- 
ing the  surprise  which  this  &ct  occasioned  in 
Du  Vr€j  said  to  him,  « I  observe,  that  you 
•<  wonder  at  my  having  no  eye-brows ;  as 
"  well  as  at  my  attention  to  cause  every  hair 
<<  that  appears  on  my  face,  to  be  immediately 
«*  eradicated.    The  reasoti  I  will  explain  to 
<<  you.     I  «n  the  Nabob  of  Mysore,  and  it  is 
^<  an  object  of  policy  with  me,  that  my  Sub- 
**  jects  should  see  no  face  in  my  dominions, 
*^  resembling  the  countenance  of  their  Sove- 
<<  reign/'      Du  Pre  assured  Sir  John  Mac- 
pfaerson,  to  whom  he  related  this  Anecdote, 
that  he  believed  Hyder's  practice  proved,  him 
to  possess  a  consummate  knowledge  of  human 
natiure,  especially  dThis  own  subjects.  **  For,** 
added  he,  <*  the  impression  which  thie  Nabob's 
^*  physiognomy  made  upon  myself,  was  not  a. 
*<  little  encreased  by  its  angularity/'     From 
the  universal  testimony  of  all  those  Europeans 
who  had  opportunities  of  knowing  this  extra* 
ordkmsay  Firince,  it  is  unquestionable  that  his 
tiuomers,   vdice,  and  deportment^   were  the 
most  soft  and  ingratiating  to  be  imagined, 
whenever  he  wished  to  please,  or  affected  to  be 
gracious  and  benign :  but  he  was  ternble,  and 
o^teqi  ierodous  in  his  ax^r,  like  the  Caiiph 
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Haroiin-AlnisdhBd,  or  like  Beter  the  Fitst  of 
Russia^  He  idied.of  Abcesses,or  Cancer^  in 
his  loiiis ;  probably,  the:  consequences  of  de* 
baiiehery ;  (wfaich  carried  htm  oiF  before  he  at* 
tapaed  to  (Ad  age.  .  After  a  war,  which  frjCNtn  its 
commeaficement  .at  Lexington  in  17759  had 
lastied  near  eight  y^urs,  the  world  began  to 
enjoy  repose :  but  the  .efibrts  made  by  the 
Coalition  to  consolidate  their  political  Powei^^ 
soon  produced  at  home  the  most  violent  con- 
vulsion^, ivhich  tienninjated  .in  their  tota^ 
downfall;     ^  i     c_    / 

Two  great  legal  characters  finished  their 
ccmrse  nearly  together, .  in  the  Autumn,  of 
1783.  Dunning,  in  August ;  and  W^U^ce,  in 
November.  JBoth  weca  eminent,  in  thdr  pro- 
fession ;  but  all  the  intellectual  superiority  lay 
on  the  side  of  the  former.  Yet  fortune  had  a 
greater  ^hare  than  merit  or  talents,  in  elevat- 
ing the.one  to  the  Peerage,  while  t^  other 
fiuled  of  attaioiilg  to  that  Eminence.  If  lK)rd 
North's  A/h^istration  had  contiiuied  two  or 
three  yesuts  loogier,  an4  consequently  if  Lord 
Shelbume  had  been,  es^cl^ded  from  Office,  their 
destii^^m^ht. probably  have  been  revei:sed. 
I^ha^YP  be^njwured,  rfiat  a  short  timp  befqre 
I-iord  Ashbi^rtg^'s  decease^  these  twQ  cUstin- 
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^ujibed  haLwy^tB  fiodfing^  thtifloiselviaft  by  acci^ 
deiyt » the  same  iaaA  Bkgshott  ibe  one,  ott 
Im  way  down  into  Denrom^hirey  md  the  <ftber 
fiMtlrtinig  from  tbenoe  to  Loncbti;  bothoon- 
i^docrs  that  their  TCcovery  from  the  disorders 
un^er  which  they  isijoured^  was  desperate ; 
exift^ssed  a  strong  imutml  wish  to  enj<^  a  last 
interview  with  eadi  other.  For  that  purpose, 
tJiey  were  carried  into  the  same  apartmeitti 
laid  down  on  two  Sofas  nearly  opposite,  and 
r^Kiained  for  a  long  time  in  conversation. 
They  then  parted,  as  men  who  comld  not 
hope  to  meet  again  in  this  world.  By 
Wdlace^  decease,  Lee  became  Attorney-Ge- 
neral, BtA  Mansfield  w«s  replaced  in  his 
former  atd^ion  cf  Soficitor-<3eneriil,  which 
he  had  ^fiUed  under  Lord  i^ioilth's.Admiiiig. 
triation. 

I  pBj^eda,  cofAidiefable  pact  of ithe  Autuntu 
with  Lord  lSackviB$,  jst  Qraytcm  in  Northi- 
kmptonsbire.  Though  in  his  sfaity^eighA 
year,  he  possessed  attlvity  df  body;  ^^etsofitl- 
tiess  of  ti^mper,  and  the 'p^i^ct  possession  icf 
all  his 'faculties.  D^ayfifti  had  iinraaerly  be- 
longed to  the  Mordatuit6,^i2ftrlb  of  Pelesb^ 
rough,  from  wfaomit passed4i]^%he p<»siBe«9ion 
of  fienty,  Bufce  of  Nb«felk,  ^by  lii^nidriafe 


yfith  IMy  Maiy  M(Wd^unjt»  iio4er  tim  f^igp 
of  Waiiaw  th»  Tliiiid*  JJe  did  n(*  bosrwHT 
iwg  retow  k,  b»yiog  bom  diFOc^^d.  ff9W  tbe 
Dudiieas,  .cm  acsMMWt  of  ;a/GriniiJi^  c;09«#;i^it;(n 
whkh  she  fi.sii:ti&i  on  with  S^r  Jojin  G^#iajm^ 
and  as  the  Duke  had  no  issue  by  her,  Drayton 
reverted  to  tbe  kdy.  The  itOQixt  irbidlJiad 
bieeu  oceiUfd€;d  by  Sir  John  Gi^nnaJa»  when  » 
visitor  ^here  io  Ilia  Dukeiof  Koriott:'^  tune* 
coniiBumcajked  by  a  spaGiousdark  clpnet,  with 
a  iar^  9p»rtm&iU  then  the.  DucbMfl^<8  bed* 
chamber.:  This  doset  was  idivided  by  a 
wooden  partition,  of  about  six  f^et  high,  wbicb 
did  not  however  reach  to  the  ceiling.  Sir 
John  having,  through  the  olofiet  in  question, 
gained  access  to  the  Puchess's  bed,  was  one 
day  neady  juiprised.by.the  Duke;  who,  com- 
ing uniexpQOtediy  to  the  .door,  which  he  £bund 
^faiKt  :and  fastened,  .demanded  adm^litaDce. 
The  Ipyer,  liioa  interrupted,  ^bad  cidy  time 
to  jwnp  QHtiof  bedixobis  shirt,  to  j%sach|the 
ploflot,  and  dto  moiuit  iusidide  oa  the  pai^o 
where  he  ^at,  notjdaiaiig  to  desaend  onlhe 
ptibior  side,  ihecpusft  the  >noise  wouldr  have 
disckiied  the  place  of  .bis  reti;edt.  As  if  to 
encQMse  hk  .apfOrebsngiaBa,  ^the  Bucbessr^s 
lapttdog^  which  (lay  oear  her  ^b^dnside,  idarmed 
Bb^MfivAeuU  foUjOOKTod  him  ^ 

qe  2 
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the  closet,  barking  violently  all  the  time. 
The  Duke,  nevertheless,  it  seems,  did  not 
discover  him,  and  he  reached  his  own  room 
in  safety,'  after  passing  some  minutes  in  a 
most  perilous^  as  well  as  awkward  situation. 

Ltfird  SackviUe' having,'  as  is  well  known, 
'  assumed  the  name  of  Germain,  and  having 
inherited  the  £stateof  Drayton,  it  was  natu- 
ral to  enquire  how  he  came  to  be  called  to 
that  succession.  He  has  frequently  related 
to  me  the  particulars,  which  I  shall  recount  in 
his  own  words. 

•  « 

^  •*  Sir  John  Germain's  extraction,'*  said  he, 
«*  which  was'  uncertain,  and  variously  report- 
«*  ed,  has  given  rise  to  much  discussion.  His 
<*  reputed  father  bore  Arms,  as  a  pnvate  sol- 
*<  dier,  in  the  guards  of  William  the  Second, 
^^ .Prince  of  Orange:  but  his  mother,  who 
<*  possessed  great  personal  charms,  fame  as- 
^*  serted  to  have  been  that  Prince's  mistress ; 
t«<  and  her  son  was  believed  to  stand  in  a  very 
3^  close  degree  of  consanguinity  to  King 
<<  William,  the  Third.  Other  circumstances 
'<  confirm  this  opinion.  Sir  John  Germain 
><  inherited  no  paternal  Coat  of  Arms ;  but  he 
^^  assumed,'  Ik  rather  usedt  as  his:4«al  and 
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«<  armorial  bearing,  a  xed  Croda:  .meaning 
*•  thereby,  probably  to.  impLy,  that  his  pre- 
*^  tensions  ascended  higher  than  his  ostensible 
*«^  Birth.  Even  when,  by  the  provisions  of  big 
"  widow.  Lady  Betty  Germain's  Will,  lin- 
"  herited Drayton,  on  the  condition. of; as- 
>«  suming  the  Name  of  Germain,  no  mention 
"was,  made  of  the  Arms,^  as  is  customary  in 
^<  almost  all  similar  cases.  .  King  William, 
*«  with  whom  Sir  John  came  over  here  fi:om 
M  Holland,  in  1688,  unquestionably  regarded 
"  him  with  distinguishing  affection,  and  ad- 
"  vanced  him  in  life.  He  became  a  Member 
"  of  Parliament,  received  the  honour :  of 
"  Knighthood ;  and  various  pecuniary  grants 
"  or  donations  to  a  considerable  amount, 
«  were  conferred  on  him  by  that  Prince. 

<<  Sir  John  Germain,  who  possessed  a  ye^ 
<*  handsome  person,  was  always  a  tUstingmsh- 
"  ed  &vourite  of  the  other  sex.  His  con- 
^\  nexion  with  the  Duchess  of  Norfolk,  finally 
"  procured  him  this  place  and  Estate,  she 
<*  having  married  him,  after  obtaining  a 
"  Divorce  from  her  first  husband.  They 
"  lived  together  ieversil  years;  but  no 
<<  children  being  left  alive,  and  the  title  <^ 
^  Peterborough  having  reverted  to  a  coUaiferal 
c  c  3 
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^^  brMch  at  the  Mordaunt  fmtiifyy  she  be- 
«  qu^Jathfed  to  hkn,  by  her  will,  in  the  ^e^tr 
■•*  170^,  ih6  hodie  and  ^rcfperty  of  Drayton, 
^  ^Miicfa  lay  entirely  in  her  ovm  disposial.   Sir 
^*  Johli^  trho,  thimgh  naturalized,^  and  become 
«  bjr  long  retidence  in  this  €<Juntry,  in  agreat 
'^  degree  an  EngUshniaii,  retained  neverthe- 
^«  less  tniiiny  (yf  the  halite  ktid  particularities 
•'  oi'^  native  of  HoUartd,   attached  himsdf 
*•  Much  tof  iity  liidther.    She  being  the  daugh- 
•♦  t«r  of  Marshal  Colyear,  btother  to  the  lirrt 
^•-  B«l  of  Pof^ttiotey  Who  h4d  entered  e4rly 
'«  iMd  the  Dutch  seHdce,  atad  who  was  an  old 
^«  ftieiid  ^f  Sir  John  Genhain;    h6  always 
««  e^ed  het  his  countrywoman,  visited  fre- 
*  (^iitly  bt  Ay  father's  house,    and  was 
•♦  kiiidy  reoeited  by  th6  Dake  and  Duchess 
"  of  Dorset.     Finding  himself  in  possession 
"  «r  a  CdfilSidet&blfe  landed  property,  ^er  the 
^^  d@Mh  6£  hid  Wife ;  and  desirous  of  tt^ns- 
«  ftitiiiig  it  to  his  dwn  d*s6en(fen«s>  but  be- 
*^  ihf  d^Mitut^  ^^ny  natbt^  CMfteiti^^M!^^  he 
«<  m^dilfttid  «(^  engrrift  hkiself  oil  ^me  dis- 
^'  tihgUiftited  fkliiily  6f  thi^  kingfdom.  For  the 
*<  pbrpo^,  WMii  rteidertt  4t  Briftol  Wdls^  dti 
»<  acedUnt  rfhis  heferfth^  Ite  caSt  his  eyes  Upon 
w  Letdy  Bitty  Berkeley,  &  daughtfer  of  ihe  Eai'l 
^«  6f  ie^ketey^  whose  btfth^  tbaraeter,  aiid  ac- 


M  complts^aigiattafe    xendef^d  her  gwtj  way 
*^  worthy  of  liia  choice^     She  was  indeed 
*^  many  3^aEs  joimger  than  Sie-  Jobn  ^  bul^ 
f«  as  she  possessed  a  supetior  ux^erst^ndkigy 
^^  added  to  the  most  c&n^  deportment/  ^e 
^^  acquired  great  influence  over  hkn.    Having 
^  been,  herself,  intimate  with  the  Duchess  of 
•^  Dorset^   the  friendship  between  the  two 
<'  families  became  cemented  by  the  allianee. 
*f  S|r  John  Germain  had  several  children  by 
<<  h^r,  who  all  died  young ;  and  in  the  even- 
<^  ing  c^  Us  life,  becoming  a  iiiartyr  to  ^e 
**  gout,  as  well  as  to  other  diseases.  Lady 
<^  Betty,   assiduously  performed  every  duty 
<<  €^  an  a£fectionate  wif^,  and  of  a  carelul 
^  nurse,  about  his  person. 

'<  A  short  time  heSote  his  decease,  which 
<V  happened  in  the  year  17 18,  having  called 
"  her  to  his  bedside ;  *  Lady  Betty,*^  said  he, 
**  *  I  have  made  you  a  very  indi^ient  hus- 
<*  band,  and  particularly  of  late  years,  when 
<<;  infirmities  have  rcfndered  me  a  burden  to 
<<  myself:  but  I  shall  not  be  much  l<mger 
<<  troublesome  to  you.  I  adyise  you  never 
<*  again  to  marry  an  old  man :  but  I  strenu- 
*<  ously  exhort  you  to  marry  when  I  am 
^*  gone>  and  I  will  endeavour  to  put  it  in 
c  c  4 
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**  your   power*    .YchI    have   fuMlled  every* 
^<  obligation  towiards   me.in^an  esemplary' 
<^  mBJxner, ,  and  I  ^sh  to  demonstrate  mj- 
**  sen^  of  your  Inerite..  I  have,  thei«£bre,' 
«  by.  my  Will  bequMthed  youlhis.Estate,* 
«  which  I  received  from  my  first  Iwife ;  and- 
^  which,  ais  she  gaye  to.me»  so  I  leaye  .to 
«  you.      I  hope  yoii^will  marry,    and  have 
"  children   to  inharit   it.      But^   if  events 
«  phpuld    determine    otherwise,  ,  or    if .  you* 
"  should,  not  have  issue  that  survive  you, 
^*.jt.i;?ould  give,  me  pleasure  to  think,  that 
"  I)rayton  de^c^nded  after,  yjour  decease,  to 
«  a  younger  ;spn  of  my  friend,  Uxe  Duchess 
•*  of  Dorset.'    In  consequence  of  this  Wish^ 
"  expressed  by  Sir  John  Germain  on   bis 
"  death-bed,  I  now  enjoy  thci  Estate.    Lady 
"  Betty,  though  young  when  Idft  a  widow, 
«  and  though  sh^  survived  him  above  fifty 
"  yeiurs,  never  married  a  second  tiixie.    Her 
<*,  friendship  for  my  xnother/  always  cdiiti- 
"  flu^d,  without  diminution;  and. her  respect 
"  for  the  d^iremanififeted  by  her  husband, 
"  induced  her  to  fulfil  his;  wishes,  to  the  ex- 
**  elusion  of  any  of  her  own,  relations^" 

While  wriiting  on  this  siibject,  I  Shall- endea- 
vour to  throw  into  one  poibt,  sdme  of  the  nu* 
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merous  particolan^  relative  to  bis  oim  fiooiiy,' 
which  in  the  omrse  of  conversatioo  I  heard 
from  Lord  Sackville.  They,  all  mny  be  said 
to  hold,  more  or  less  to-  English  Historf;  In 
order  to  give  them  m(»«  verity  and  accurjacy, 
Idiall,  as  nearly  as  I  am  able,  present  them  in 
his  own  words.  i   .  j      ![  -^ 

«  The  Sackvffles,"  teid  he,  "who  came 
•«  into  England  with  the  Conqueror,  and  whor 
"  derived  their  name  from  a  small  village  of 
•*  Low  Normandy,  have  never  branched  in 
**  the  lapse  of  more  than  seven  Hundred  years; 
"  Ihiring  the  two  last  Cejituries,  the^  family 
•*  has  produced  three  distinguished  men,  of 
"whom  the  first  was  the  Lord  Treasurer 
**  Buckhurst,  whom  our  great  EHzabeth 
"  thought  worthy  to  subceed  Lord  Burleigh 
"  in  that  high  Office,  and  whom  Jafti'es  the 
"  Krst  cre^^ted  Earl  of  Dorset.  It  would 
"  have  been  fortunate  for  the:tS(totti^  King, 
"  if  he  had  presided  longer  in  the  Coandls 
"  of  liie  Crown ;  but  he  soon  followed  his 
"  royal  Mistress,  and  made  way,  aft^  a  shprt 
"  interval,  for  those  favoudtes,  Carj  and 
"  Villiers,  who  covered  James  with  disgrace. 
«'  His  grandson,  Edward,  Earl  of  Dorset^ 
«<  the  fi^iend  and  contemporaiy  of  Lord  Hev* 
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M  bert  of  Cherburjr,  but,  better  loKmn  fajr 
^  his  Dnei  ivith  Lord  Brace,  perfonned  n 
«  emineot  part  under  Chaile8.tfae  FinL  He 
^  accompuied  that  PriiiGe  during  the  dvfl 
<.*  wars,  and  foU|^  in  mart  of  the  actLotm 
^  fhmi  Ec^  Hill,  down  to  Naseby.  Bat, 
<<  like  the  virtuous  Lord  Falkland,  he  re- 
«*  gretted  and  lamented  the  very  advantages 
*^  to  which  he  contributed  by  his  sword. 
^.  Many  of  his  letters^  writtoi  between  1645 
'^  and  1646,  which  are  preserved  among  the 
^Dorset  Papers^  descriptive  of  the  acenes 
<^  of  havock  then  acting  in  every  part  of 
*^  the  kingdom,  convey  a  high  idea  of  his 
^  principles.  His  days  were  embittered  andab* 
**  breviated  by  his  royal  Master's  tragical  end, 
^  irhich  he  only  survived  about  three  years. 

'<  My  Ghrandfather,  Qiarles,  commonly 
^  called  the  witty  Earl  of  Dorset,  died  about 
M  ten  jiears  before  I  was  bom,  after  having 
^  survived  in  a  great  degree  his  faculties. 
**  He  was  during  his  whole  life,  the  patron  of 
<'  men  of  genius,  and  the  dupe  of  women. 
f<  Bounty  to  botib,  though  he  inherited  not 
^\  only  the  paternal  Estate^  of  the  Sackvilles, 
<>  but  likewise  that  of*  the  CraniSelds,  Earls  of 
«^  MidAe0ex,  io  right  of  his  mother ;  yet  at 


«<  hii^  decease^  my&ther,  th^neigliteen  yearly 
^  dT  a^e,  i^dessed  m  fileDder  n  fortune^  tikat 
<<  biis  jO^tmrdiAnd,  i^heu  tlf«y  sent  bim  to  travel 
'^  ^^tiU  Contin^nt^  allowed  him^  only  e%ht 
«  hilled  Pounds  a  yean  for  his  providon. 
^  Cbarki^,  Earl  of  Dorset,  mairnedthreitimesr; 
<>^  but  only  01^  of  these  marriages  conttibtited 
««  dtber  to  bis  bevioiir^  or  to  bis  felicity.  Hk 
^  first  vrife  w^  tbe  delebrated  Coun«eai^  of  Fal- 
^  moutb,  tr^U  known  by  hisr  gallantries ;  the 
*^  Mm  Bagot  cf  ^*  Grattttno(nt*s  Memoirs," 
*•  whom  Dry  den  has  dedgnated  as  <  a  teeming 
^<  widow,  but  abarren wife/  Hdpj^yshelefthim 
^<  no  issue;  and  in  his  second  matrimonial  eon- 
<<  nexion  he  consulted  not  only  his  inclination, 
«<  but  his  judgment,  when  he  gave  his  band 
♦•  to  a  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Nortlmmpton. 
^  He  hnd  then  nearly  attained  has  fi^edi 
<<  year  ;  and  as  he  was  only  twenty-three  at 
<«  the  time  of  Chiles  the  Second's  Restora- 
^*  tion,  the  excesses  of  that  dissolute  reign, 
**  in  whioh  Lord  Dorset  led  the  way,  had  al- 
*^  ready  enfeebled  his  constitution*  3trongly 
"  attached  to  the  principles  of  civil  liberty, 
^  he  quitted  James  the  Second,  when  thatin- 
•*  fktuated  Prince  attempted  to  introduce 
^  Popery^  and  conducted  the  Princess  Anne 
^<  of  DenfiMrk  from  her  Other's  Palace  at 
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"Whitehall,  to  the  Coagik  which  waited  for 
«  her  in  St*  James's  Park,  in  order  to  convey 
'*  hec  to  Nottingham..  While  crossing  LOver 
<'  ih)m  the  Palace  to  the  Bark,  by  night,  and 
*«.  ill  Winter; .  one  of  her  Royal  Higfaness's 
^<  shoes  ^tidcing  fast  in  the  mud,  the  accident 
<<  threatiened  to  impede  her  escape :  but  Lord 
<<  Dorset  itaaiA^uJtfily  drawing  off  his  white 
*V  glove,  put  it  on  the  Princess's  foot»  and 
«<  placed  her  safely  in  the  Carriage.  To  King 
«  WiUiam,  my  Grandfather  rendered  himself 
**  not  less  acceptable,  than  he  had  beeti.  to 
"  Charles  the  Second;  and  I  have  always 
«^  been  assured  that  it  only  depended  on  him* 
f^  self,  to.  have  been  raised  to  a  Dukedom 
**  under.  William's  reign :  but  his  wife's  re- 
f<  lations,  the  Comptons,  treating  the  matter,^ 
•«  when  he  mentioned  it  to  them,  with  great 
^*  indiflference, .  he  said,  *  the  Earldom  of 
*\  Dorset  was  quite  good  enough  for  him.' 
<^  In  fact,  my  &ther  only  attained  to  that 
" .  Dignity,  near  thirty  years  afterwards,  under 
"  George  the  First*  ,     . 

/^  Extenuated  by  pleasures  and  indulgencies, 
<<  the  Earl  of  Dorset  sunk  under  a  premature 
**  old  age ;  though  not  as  early  as  Roches* 
<<  t^r,    Buckingham^    and    so    many  others 
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«<  of  his  cotitemporarii^  had  done,    includ- 
<*  ing  Charles  the   Second  himself;    all  of 
"  whom*  fell   victims   to   their   immoderate 
"  pursuit  of  enjoyments.     A  few  years  be- 
«  fore  he  died,  he  married  a  woman  nathed 
"  Roche,  of  very  obscure  conn:exions,   who 
"  held  him  in  a  sort  of  captivity  down  at 
"  Bath,    where  he  expired  at  about  sixty 
«  nine.    She  suffered  few  persons  to  approach 
"  him  during  his  last  illness,  or  rather  decay; 
**  and  was  supposed  to  have  converted  his 
<<  weakness  of  mind,  to  her  own  objects  of 
^<  personal  acquisition.     He  yrw  indeed  con- 
M  sidered  to  be:  fidlen  i^to  :ai . state  ■- of  such 
"  imbedfity,  as  rendered  it  necessary  to  ap- 
^*  point  guardians,  with  a  vi^w  to  prevent  his 
«^  injuring  the  family  Estate:  but  the  inten- 
<*  tion   was  nevertheless   abandoned.     You 
•<  have  no  doubt  heard^  audit  is  a: feet,  that 
«<  "odth  a  view  of  ascertainii^ .  whether  Lord 
'*  Dor8etcontinuedtobeofasanemiiid,^rft>r; 
^.<  whom  he  had  patronised  and  always  regs^d- 
<«  ed  with  predilection,  was  sent  down  to  Bath 
'«  by  therfamily.     Having  obtained' acceds  to 
«<  the  Earl,  and  conversed  with  faim,  Prior 
*f  made  his  report  in  these'  wordk    ^  Lord 
^<  Dorset  is  certainly  greatly"  declined  ia  lii$ 
«.  uitderstanding;  but  he  iiriMb  sotm^l^jMtfet 


«  seofie  even  now,  thw  ^way  other  man  can 
<'  MfiSr,  tb»t  yoa  iQjt^  90t  cidl  me  into  Goiirt, 
<<  as  ^  witfies$  to  proye  inm  m  ididt/ 

*^  My  father  iiavtng  lost  tiis  own  modier 
•*  when  very  youn^,  was  bnought  uip  chiefly 
«  by  the  Dowiager  Countess  of  Northampton, 
«  his  gradOidmother;  who  ifoeing  particidarly 
^  aeeeptaUe  to  Queen  Maiy,  she  commanded 
^  the  Coimtess  aiways  to  bring  her  tittle 
^  ginndacmt  Lotcd  Backhupst,  to  Kensington 
'^  Palace,    though  at  that  time  hacdiy  four 
*^  yedm  <%f  iage ;  find  he  wasialiowed  to  :ampse 
^  himself  with  a  child's  ^Cart  ki  the  £bUery; 
*^  King  Wittnm,  like  almost  all  DiKtehmen, 
^<  {nei'W  &ited  to  attend  the  tea  tai>le  ^veiy 
<<  ^venmg.    It  haqppened  thait  Mer  Mii|esty 
«<  having^  one^s^moon,  byim  desire,  imade 
^  <tea»  aad!9<^tingtforlfae  KfaigTsjamval,  mhd 
^  wras  '{engaged  im  ifaflssioaeas  in  «hi»  tOabintt,  ^t 
^^ihe  otiier  extnemity  of  the  tGbdlesy^  the 
'^hidy h^earmg &e  Qvsem  {espreas  iaer  impa** 
*<  ttence  at  )th^  deby^  ^an  )away  fto  the  xrloset, 
^  ib^tggmg  ftfter  him  the  Clart.    rWlien  he  lar- 
«  irired  at  «he  dow,  he  ki^oked ;   and  ihe 
«*  (King  aaki»g  *  Who  is  there?'  *  Lord  JBuck/ 
f^  iaittwered  he»  ^  Jjjod  ^what  (does  Lord  Bucic 
^^Wfttit    imldi  me?-  ^replied   Hia  ilijesty^ 

II 


<<  <  You  must  come  to  tea  diveotly*'  md  he, 
«<  ^  tiie  iQueea  is  waiting  fw  jou/     King 
<«  William  immediately  laid  di>wn  his  pen, 
<<  asid  is>peiied  the  door;  then  talciqg  the  child 
<'  ia  hist  arms,  pkcedLosd  Buekhurst  in  the 
^  Cart,  and  seiziflig  the  pole,  dcew  them  both 
^<  alaE^theGaliei7,quitetotbeiDDominwJiiidli 
«<  were  seabed  the  Qoieeii,  JLa(^  .NortfaMip* 
^<  toxi,  and  ike  company*     IBat,  po  sooner 
^<  had  he  entered  the  ^^partment,  thac^  ex* 
f^  hansted  with  the  efibrt,  which  had  foseed 
<^  ^e  blood  upon  his  lungs,  and  bemg  na^ 
«  torally  asthmatic,  he  threri^  hijQQself  into  "a 
^^  chair,  and  i&r  someiminutes  was  incapable 
^<  a£  uttertnga  wocd,  /hrelithiiig  Tvith  iibe  lUt- 
^*  most  difficulty*    The  Couiatess  of  ]M[ooth- 
^*  4tnipteii,  diodsed  st  the  consequences  of* 
^<  her  grandson^  indascretion,   ndiich  idurew 
•^  the  whole  Circle  intogmat  ooAsternabbii, 
^<  ii9^ould  have  ipuni^ed  hirnn  but  ^the  Eiag 
^^  wtevposed  in  h®  behalf;  .and  1jaie  story  is 
^  bhiefly  interesbiqg,  -because,  (as  serving  to 
^<  shew  horn  kindly  he  could  bdiave  towards 
^  a  t;0<Hablesome  child,)  it  places  ^thet  Ihtince 
*^  in  a  move  amiable  point  of  >view,  ihan  lie  is 
"  commonly  represeisted  iia  History,    ifenry 
^*  the  Fourth  of  France,  when  playing  with 
^  fhiB  own  cMldrdn,4Kiaid  Jiot  inwe  mvnifeisted 


f< 'more- amenity.  >  Hie  Queen  beiag.xaccus* 
^  tomecf  to  take  Lord  Buckhurst  io^heramis, 
f/  and  to  caress, him  when  he  came  to^Ken-» 
<^>  sington  ;:  his  Nuxse,  aware  of  the  circum- 
«<  stance,  gave  him  secretly  a  written  paper, 
*^'  wiiich  she  chacged  hiai;  to.  deliver  privately 
<<  to  Her    Majesty.      He  did  so,  without 
<^^4U;^ainting  Lady  Northampton,  who  .being 
1^  :present,  would  have  interposed  to  prevent 
**^iikoL  :*  but  the  Queen  insisted  on  penising^ 
^<v its  contents.    It  Qontained.a.petition  drawn 
•^.lup^by  the.woman,  in  &vQur  of  her  brother; 
*f  then  condemned  to  d^th  £br  a  capital 
"  crime.    Queen  Mary,  .touched  .with  the 
<.<.  incident,    laid  it  before  the   King,   who 
^f  caused  enquiry  to.be  made. into,  the  cir- 
^i  cumstances  of  the  case,  with  a  viiew  o£  ex- 
^<  tending  mercy  to  the  culprit.    On  exami- 
^i. nation,  the  crime  .&6m. its! magnitude,  not 
««.  admitting  of  .pardon,  the.Que^i,  as.the  onty 
<*  alleviation  left  :in  her  power  to   bestow, 
*^  gave  Lord  Buckhurst  a  purse  containing  ten 
**'  Jacobusses;    enjoinii^  him  to  present  it  to 
«*  his  J^jfurse  from  hen^elf,  .with  the  assurances 
"  of  her  concern  at  .the  impossibility  that 
<«  existed,  of  saving  her  brotl^r's  life.'^ 

'^*  J  was  born,*'  continued  Lord  Sackvill^^ 


<«  in  tbeiyor  I7t6/ifa4fe^  Haymfltttet,  whei^ 
'^  my  fttfaer^then  mided';  wid  received  iriy 
^*  name  from  Gewge'Ae  Krst,  ^bo  was  my 
"^^  godflltMr,  having  fadiidured  the  cer^mbny 
^  of 'thy  baptism  by  his  personal  presence. 
*<  One  of  th^  earliest  circuinstances  which 
^<  made  an  impression  on  my  mmd,  was  that 
*^  of  being  carried,:  at  five  years  of  age,  by  the 
<«  servants,  to  the  gate  ofSk:  James's  Palace» 
'**  in  order  to  see  die  great  Duke  of  Marl- 
*^  borough,  as  he  came  out  of  Court.  He 
^  was  then  in  a  state  of  caducity ;  but  still 
<^  retained  the  vestiges  of  a  most  graceful 
«  figure;  though  he  was  obliged  to  be  sup- 
*•  ported  by  a  servant  on  each  side,  while  the 
^<  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks,  just  as  he  is 
<^  drawn  by  Dr.  Johnson.  The  populace 
^  cheered  him,  while  passing  through  the 
*^  crowd  to  enter  his  carriage*  I  have  however 
^  heard  my  father  say,  that  the  Duke  of 
<«-  Marlborough  by  no  means  fell  into  irreco- 
«  verable  or  settled  Dotage,  as  we  commonly 
^  suppose ;  but  manifested  at  times  a  sound 
♦*  understanding,  till  within  a  very  short  pe- 
*'  riod  of  his  Decease;  occasionally  attending 
^  the  privy  Council,  and  sometimes  ispeaking 

•  HI  his  official  capacity,  on  points  of  business, 

*  with  his  former  abiUty.       . 

VOL.  II.  D  D 


409  mmntic^L  (iT^J* 

,  y  Ka  ttm  iiiftliftMed?glMter  Mri  ti«^ 
<<  faitber,  for  the  subcemon  iai  the  Home  of 
<^  Bronswicb  After  Queea  Axmi^^  dmth  in 
<<  17 14«  he  wai  sent  to  Han^hrei;  relvtnied  with 
.<<  the  new  King  fronl  Heten  Hauftn  to  Engt. 
*  lind  in  September,  and  bad  the  honodt  to 
««  accompiny.  George*  the:  Etral^  in  the  Coach 
'«  which  convey^  hiAi  on  his  landings  from 
.<<  Grdenwich  to  London.  Thirty-three  yeats 
^  btfore,  hdhad  been  a  snitcn*  Am:  the  hand  of 
><"  theQueen,whoQi)heihen8iicceeded;:.haviixg 
f^  come  over  with  that  view  firotfi  G^tmai^  to 
M  thie  coimtiy  in  l^&ti  by  pentaislion  of  his 
5^  fath^,  JSfne^  Auguetua;  but  the.propiOsiA 
^  tipn  &i|ed  c^  jHieoeas^  On  bid  retwn) 
f^  riding  a cOmmdn  post  horse,  from  Lcmdon 
^^  tp  Graveseied,  wh»0  he  to0k  shipj^ig  for 
f<  Hcfllaadf  the  horse  atod  thfe  rdad  b^ing 
^^  equally  bad^  be^got  a^v^ei^fall,  a4^  arrive 
•«5  ed  at  Gravesrad  covered -ivftth  mud.  The 
^  Eii^  who  related  this  circumstance  to 
f*  Lord  Dwset)  as  they  came  up  together  in 
Y<  the  Coach,  recognised  and  painted  out  the 
f  <  spot  where  the  misadventure  he£A  Iubk 

.  *«  When  the  intelligence  of  his  deoeaae^ 
H  which  took  place  near  Osnabr^gh,  in  t^* 
'*  end  of  July,  1727,  amvedin  Londen)  th* 


^  Gftbinet  bftiQiig  ihitnJMifttaty  met/  thxmght' 
«<rpB&{ier  to  dispatch  the  Duke  of  PorsM  with 
"  the  news,  to  the  Prince  of  Wales*  He  then 
<<  resided  at  Kew,  in  a  state  of  great  aliena- 
V  tioa  from  the  King;  tihetwo  Courts  main- 
^  tainfT^  no  communication.  Soma  little' 
^  time  being  indispensable  to  enable  my.fathef 
^  t<^  appear  in  a  suitable  m^dtier  before  tJxef 
^  new  Monarch,  he  seat  forward  the  Ducfaestf 
^  his  wife,  in  order  to  aDnoiuce  die  event. 
^*  She  arrived  at  Kew,  just  as  the  Prinze, 
\^  according  to  his  invaluable  custom,  having 
**  iHKiressed  himself  after  dinnei;,  had  lain 
^f  down  in  bed.  TheDuchess  having  demanded; 
<^  permission  to  see  him  immediately,  on  bu^ 
^.^isisiess  ff  the  greatest  importance,  the49er'* 
^  vants  acquainted  the  Princess  of  Wales 
^f  with  her  zxtiHL ;  and  the  Duchetts,  without 
^<  a  moment's  hesitation,  iitformed  her  that 
>  George  the  First  lay  dead  at  Osnabrugh; 
<<  that  the  Cabinet  had  oidered  her  husband 
^  to  be  the  bearer  of  die  intdlUgence  to  his 
^^  successor,  and  diat  the  Duke  would  foQo^ 
^*  her  in  a  short  time.  She  added,  that  not 
^*  a  moment  should  be  lost  in  communicating^ 
^  so  great  an  event  to  the  Prince,  as  the  Mi- 
:  ^\  nisters  wished  him  to  come  up  to  Lcmdon 
:  ^  that  evening,  in  order  to  summon  aBrivy 
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<5  Cooilcil;  issue  a  Froplaow&xit  and  take 
**  otha:  requisite  measures  at  the  commeiicef 

V  nlent  of  a  new  Reign* 

.  ««  To  the  propriety  of  all  these  measures^ 
*^  the  Princess  assented;  but  at  the  same  time 
^  informed  the  Duchess,  that  she  could  not 

V  ventiure  to  go  into  her  husband's  room,  as^ 
^  he  had  only  just  taken  off  his  doaths,  and 
V*  composed  himself  to  Sleep.  <  Besides/ 
**  added  she,  •  the  Prince  will  not  give  credit 
^  to  the  intelligence ;  but  will  exclaim  that 
^  it  is  a  trick,  designed  for  the  purpose  of 
^  exposing  him/  The  Duchess  continuing 
V.  nevertheless  to  remonstrate  with  Her  Royal 
i<  Highness,  on  the  injurious  consequences  of 
^  losing  time ;  and  adding,  that  the  Duke  of 
^  Dorset  would  expect  to  find  the  Prince  not 
^  only  apprized  of  it,  but  ready  to  accompany 

V  him  to  London;  the  Princess  of  Wales  took 
^>  off  her  shoes,  opened  the  Chamber  door  soft* 
«*  ly,  and  advanced  up  to  the  Bed-side,  while 
<^  my  Mother  remained  at  the  threshold,  till  she 
'<  should  be  allowed  to, enter  the  Apartment 
f  ^  As  soon  as  the  Princess  came  near  the  Bed^ 
<<  a  voice  from  under  the  doaths  cried  out  in 

V  German,  «  Was  is  das?'  *  I  am  come.  Sir/ 
^  answered  she,    *  to  announce  to  you  the 
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«  death  of  the  King,  Whi«6  k*  taken  ptac?* 
«  in  Germany/     ^  That  is  one  damned'  lye^ 
♦*  one  damned  trick  von  itiy  father,*  retumeii 
"  the  Prince,  « I  do  not  helieve  one  word  of 
^<  it*      •  Sir/  said  the  Princess,    *  it  is  mos^ 
«*  certain*     TTie  Duchess  of  f)orset  has  jusl 
••  brought  the  inteUigence,  and  the  Duke  wiH 
••  be  here  immediately.     TTie  Ministers  hope 
"  that  you  will  repair  to  town  this  evening, 
"  as  your  presence  there  is  indispensable/ 
"  Her  Royal  Highness  then  threw  herself  on 
"  her  knees,  to  kiss  the  new  King's  hand; 
**  and  beckoning  to  the  Duchess  of  Dorset 
«  to  advance,   she  came  i»  likewise,   knek 
<*  down,  and  assured  him  of  the  indisputable 
<*  truth  of  his  father's  Decease.    Convinced  at 
«•  length  of  the  fact,  he  consented  to  get  up 
«<  and  dress  himself.     The  Duke  of  Dorset 
**  arriving  in  his  Coach  and  six,  almost  immedl- 
"  ately  afterwards,  George  the  iSecond  quitted 
«  Kew  the  same  evening,  fbr  London.'*    I 
return  to  the  progress  of  public  affairs. 

November,]  When  we  reflect  on  the  manner 

in  which  Fox  had  attained  to  Power ;  as  well 

as  on  tiie  long,  though  ineffectual  Resistance 

.made  by  the  King;   fbllowed  by  hk  sullen 

Kesignation  under  a  Yoke  which*  he  Ibund  it 
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imposttble  to  <^n^  ^  to  throw!  off ;  »*^  when 
we conuder these  Facts,  it  caamotexoiteSuit 
prize,  that  Fox  should  meditate  the  Mesns  dT 
'^ofiraiing  aod  perpetuating*  h».  p^ecarioitt 
tenure  pf  Office*    He  felt  himi^df.persbnaUy 
4)di0as  to  the  Sovereign,  whom  he  b»d  too 
.deeply  offended,  easily  to  obtain  Toi'giy^iess. 
.From  thact  Quarter  therelhre,  h6  well  knew 
^that|;ie.xqigbt  be  undermined  or  Bubverted; 
but  he  could  not  hope  to  receive  a  coa^diai 
Support/   Unfortunately,  he  hid.likewise  re- 
xsently  lost  in  a  vei;y  ^ciooaiderabie  Degree,  the 
4i:onfidence  and  Attadunent  of  the  People. 
^  h>ng  aa  the  Ajneriean  War  lasted,  he  re- 
<tained,  in  D^ncQ  of  his  private  Irregular!* 
ties^  their  ardent  Affection.    Of  this  Senti- 
,m&atf  they  gave  him  many  Proofs;  particu* 
larly  after  his  Duel  with  Mr.  Adam,  when  the 
.Wound  which  he  rec^ved,  excifing  Appre* 
bensions  for  h!is  Ltie,  the  Populace  surrounded 
!^his  Xodgings,  n^th  Testimonies  of  clamorous 
Anxiety,  as  well  as  of  cwresponding  Resent- 
ment against  his  ministerial  and  personal  Op* 
ponents. 

Since  that  Time,  the  Inhabitants  of  West- 

•Adnster  maiki&stii^  the;  same  Partiality,  had 

;  elected  him  one  of  their  Representatives -in 

Parliament}  a  Situation  which  enabled  him 


not  ,otiy  4o  dtt&iid  ihm  liliei^ies  m  tht 
HousiB'ofCottiiilonft;  but,  c&a^n^i,  likewisi^ 
the  Mleai»  of  Gmavoking,  harangmtig^  and 
^opelibg  tbem  in  tumultuasy  AssemUiesi 
eoftveiied  in  Westminstw  IhtL    To  a  Maa 
of  !Foq^s  B^rgy  and  Talents,  this  additional 
j^scetiity  of  thus  piresidmg  in  a  bpecieB  of  Mob, 
at  the  very  Door  of'  the  two  Houses  of  Pair- 
Uament^  'as  well  as  at  a  very  inconiiiderable 
I>ktsmoe  from  the  roysi  Restd^ce,  doubled 
bis  Consequence ;  and  might  be  said  to  ren- 
der him  a  TribunBf  of  the  People,  in  the  Most 
Mteral  seme  of  the  Word,  nearly  as  that  Offide 
VTBs  exercised  in  ancient  Borne,  previoujs  to 
the  Subversion  of  Ibe  CooMion^wealth.    Nor 
had  his  Popularity  suffered  at  all  in  the  ge^ 
neial  Estimatioh,  by  his  Aooeptance  of  OffiM 
Qlider  Lord  Rockingham ;  though  the  Faikey 
Jknd  Didusion  of  mapy  of  hk  PlrMnisas  or 
Assertions  had  'become  sufficMmtly^niatiifiMt, 
even  during  his  short  Stay  in*  1)ie  CabiMti 
under  that  Administratian.    On  the  Motives, 
and  on  the  Propriety  or  Necessity  of  h» 
Resignation,  after  Lord  Shelbume's  Elevation 
to  the  Head  of  the  Treasury,  Mankind  see^^ed 
indeed  divided ;   some  applauding  it,  as  an 
Act  of  magnanimous  public  Virtue  and  Self- 
Devotion;   while  others  beheld  in  it  only 
personal  Rivality,  Enmity,  and  Resentm^t. 
D  D  4 
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But»  r^latiye  to  his  Junctioti  with  bis  pie* 
sent  Colleague  Xx>rd  North,  the  Soflhiges  of 
the  World,  from  the  highest  down  to  the 
iQwest  Classes,  united  to  reprobate  it  in  a 
greateir,  or  in  a  less  Degree.  And  I  have 
always  thought  that  Fox  himself,  in  hisi 
Impatience  to  re^n  Office^  miscalcidatedt 
or  did  not  sufficiently  appreciate  the  C^er-^ 
ati<m  on  the  public  Mind»  of  his  Conduct^ 
in  thus  taking  to  his  Bosom  in  Marah,  1783, 
the  very  Minister,  on  whose  Head»  in  March» 
178a,  he  had  invoked  the  utmost  Vengeance 
of  an  offended  and  ruined  Nation.  Some 
longer  interval  of  Time  was  required  to  re* 
concile  Men  to  such  an  apparent  Derdictimi 
of  Frificiple,  and  total  Sacrifice  of  Dec^*tei| 
at  the  shrine  of  Ambition.  Here  the  Transw 
mutation  had  been  so  rapid,  as  not  only  to 
shock  the  most  ordinary  Understandii^ ;  but 
^en  to  impress  with  secret  Concern  or  Disp* 
gust,  many  of  those  who^  nevertheless,  srf'^ 
fected  to  justify,  and  to  support  the  Mea8ure# 
Pope  says, 

^<  Lust,  through  some  certain  Strainers  weH  refin'd^ 
"  Is  gentle  Love,  and  charms  all  Female  kind." 

.  :  JBut  it  miist  pass  through  those  Refiners^ 


wbA  leate  its  Dross  behind,  or  omceal  it, 

bi#Nr«  Love  can  charms  or  chalienge  Respect. 

I  fauve  heard  Colond  Macalister,  late  Gover<> 

nor  of  lim  island  of  Fenang  in  the  East  Indies, 

ffe^uently  assert,  that  there  existed  in  the 

Town  of  that  Colony,  a  Receptacle  or  Space 

of  Groimdt  surrounded  by  walls,  into  which 

was  commonly  thrown  every  species  of  corw 

Tvg^ted  and  putrified  Substance.    In  a  hot 

CHmate,  Ihe.  process  from  Dissolution  to  Re^ 

vivification,  we  know,  is  very  quick.    Mag* 

gots  in  immense  numbers,    of  a  prodigious 

Size,  were  speedily  generated  or  produced 

from  this  Filth ;  which  the  Chinese  Inhabit 

tants  of  the  Settlement,  who  possessed  no 

Means  of  regular  Subsistence,  and  who  there* 

fore,  were  not  fastidious  about  their  Diet^ 

us^ .  to  coUect  with  Rakes,    from  off  the 

Heaps  of  Carcases,    and  to  devour  immei 

diately,  after  frying  tfaam  in  Ghee,  or  melted 

Butter.     Colonel  Macalister  indeed  added, 

that  the  Chinese  who  used  such  Aliments, 

became  subject  to  cutaneous  and  leprous  Dis* 

eases  of  the  most  inveterate  Kind*    We  per* 

cei^e  however,  that  all  animal  and  vegetable 

Substances  perpetually  change  their  Forms ; 

and  disgusting  as  this  Recital  may  be,  that 

JS^itim^i^  only  arises  from  the  Rapidity  oi* 
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^  Metainorphasi&  Precisdy  of  tbef  saiaM 
Knid,  in  a  political  Seiiae,  appeared  th^  Coa&: 
tion  beween  LordNorth  andFox ;  a  Tran«fantii 
^timkf  which  being  consominated  in  tke  Sp^M 
ef  a  few  Hours,  was  then  itapoted  upon  lAe 
House  of  Commons  and  the  Nation.  Buii^ 
the  finglish^  indignant  at  such  a  compadt^ 
rejected  in  general  with  AbhorMBce,  4she 
Dish  served  up  to  them,  and  dismissed  Uid 
State  Cooks  who  had  prepared  it  for  the 
Country. 

.  Well  aware  as  Fox  was  ther^ore,  that 
though  he  had  a  second  time  forced  his  way 
into  high  Emplo3ntnent,  yet  that  he  neither 
enjoyed  '  the  favor  of  the  Crown,  nor  any 
longer  possessed  the  auction  of  the  people 
in  general ;  it  was  natural  he  should  look  to 
tome  other  Quarter,  for  permanent  support. 
In  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  where  he 
commanded  a  decided  majority,  he  beheld  the 
foundation  on  which  he  might  construct  a 
Citadel,  unassailable,  as  he  conceived,  either 
by  the  Sovereign,  or  by  the  Nation.  India; 
which  presented  the  materials  for  his  edifice, 
Hemied  to  invite  his  exertions  tore«model  that 
ya3t  Empire,  convulsed  and  half  subverted  by 
internal  discord  or  corruption,  added  to  ex^ 
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ternal^bostilitiQS*  Burke,  whose  friend  or  r^ 
|ld;ion  of  the  s<aine  n^me,  William  Buiice»  wits 
already  stationed  in  the  East,  as  Agent  with 
th^  Rajah  of  Tanjore  ;*  and  who  had,  hims^ 
laken  a  most  active  part  in  all  the  Parliament 
tary  Discussions  arising  out  of  the  Reports  of 
the  Secret  and  Select  Committees,  during  the 
two  preceding  Sessions;  aspired  witih  equal 
ardor,  to  second  Fox  in  this  great  under* 
taking.  It  had  even  been  alfinounced'  from 
the  Throne,  when  the  King  terminated  the 
sitting  of  Parliament,  in  the  preceding  month 
of  July,  that  India  would  form  the  first  object 
of  their  Deliberations,  on  their  again  meeting 
for  business. 

During  the  course  of  the  Autumn,  Fois 
and  Burke  therefore  drew  up,  and  pr^^^ 
pared  the  memorable  Bill,  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  introduce,  as  soon  as  the  SessiQO 
should  commenqe  in  November*  They  com- 
municated all  the  heads  and  outlines  of  )t 
to  Lord  North  f  with  whom,  indeed,  as  beiog 
in  his  Department,  the  Measure  ought  strictly 
to  have  originated :  but,  who  was  induced 
in  this  instance,  as  in  max^y  o/fher  casc^,  tq 
^^dlow  the  superior  energies  of  his  ColleaguCi 
added  to  the  superior  in&rmatipn  possepis^d 
by  Burke  on  the  subject^,  to  supplai\tf  and  in 
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some  measure  to  supercede  him  in  his  offi^^ 
cial  functions.  The  Wif  thus  far  organized, 
and  having  been  approved  in  the  Cabinet, 
was  then  submitted  to  the  King,  for  his 
peruBid  smd  sanction ;  accompanied  with 
becoming  expressions  of  the  wish  and  desire 
entertained  by  Ministers,  to  accommodate  it  to 
His  Majesty's  ideas  upon  every  point,  before 
it  should  be  brought  into  Parliament.  Un- 
able  of  himself,  without  some  assistance,  to 
form  a  competent  judgment  upon  its  com* 
plicated  provisions,  operation,  and  general 
results,  it  was  understood  and  believed  that 
the  King  had  early  thought  proper  to  lay  it 
confidentially  before  Lord  Thurlow ;  desiring 
at  the  same  time  to  know  his  legal  opinion  re- 
specting its  nature.  Common  rumour  added, 
that  the  opinion  delivered  by  Lord  Thurlow, 
represented  it  as  calculated  to  render  Ministers 
independent  of  the  Crown,  and  as  containing 
many  Clauses  injurious  to,  or  nearly  subversive 
of  the  British  Constitution  itself;  but  that  His 
Majesty  was  advised  to  wait  for  its  more  com- 
plete  developement,  before  he  expressed  any 
disapprobation,  or  attempted  any  resistance- 
Such  might  be  considered  the  general  state 
and  aspect  of  things  in  the  first  days  of  No- 
vember, when  a  curious  incident  which  un- 
expectedly took  place  at  St.  James's,   and 


which  excited  no.  IkUe  apeculatioiiy  seemed 
tp  ahew  that  the  ground  on  which  the  Minisv 
txy  $tood»  WHS  hoUiDw  and  treacherous. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote^  who  long  commanded  the 
armies  of  the  East  India-  CcMtnpany,  on  the 
Coast  of  CoromandeU  with  distinguished  re« 
putation;  after  repulsing  Hyder  Ally»  and 
rescuing  the  CamatiC)  expired  at  Madras^ 
worn  out  and  extenuated  by  disease^  on  the 
a6th  of  ApriU  1783;  having  survived  his  An* 
t0gonist  Hyder»  scarcely  five  months.  .  The 
ititelligence  of  his  Decease^  which  was  trans* 
mitted  overland,  reached  Leadenhall  Street^ 
early. in  November.  No  sooner  had  it  been 
communicated  to  Fox,  than  he  immediately 
destined  the  Riband  of  the  Order  of  the 
JBatk^  which  became  vacant  on  iSir  Eyre^s 
death,  for  one  of  his  intimate  friends,  Mr. 
Bielby  Thoaq)son.  This  Gentleman,  who 
possessed  a  very  fine  Estate  in  Yorkshire,  at 
Wetherby  Grange,  near  the  town  of  that 
name,  sat  at  the  time  in  Parliament,  fot 
Tiiirske  in  the  County  of  York.  Fox, .  after 
conferring  on  the  subject  with  jthe  Duke  €ii 
Portland  and  Lord  North,  whom  he  acquaint* 
ed  with  his  intentions,  repaired  to  St.  James's; 
where  baying  gone  into  the  Closet^  he  an-^ 
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jioimcfld  to  the  Ki^g  this  ^event  thailufti  tdskf 
plaoe'iii  India.  He  then  mentibhed  Mr< 
Thompson,  as  the  jperson  whom  he  wisfaff$[; 
on  the  part  of  Ministers,  to  recommend  for 
the  vacant  Riband ;  and  His  Majesty  in  an* 
swer»  seems  to  have  expressed  that  species 
of .  acquiesc^ice,  more  probabljr  tacit,  than 
coached  in:  precise  words,  wMch  the  Secre» 
taxy  interpreted,  whether  jadiciouriy.  or  not, 
to  cMstitute  fiill  compliance.  Without  wait- 
ing therefore,  for  any  more  expHcii  dedara^ 
tionfrom  the  King  on  the  su^jeci,  as  pro* 
deuce  seemed  to  dictate,  Fox  informed  Mr. 
Xhompson,  of  husr  having  received  the  rojal 
aaseDt,  and  added  that  the  Investiture  would 
take  place  at  the  next  L^ee.  Directioifii 
were  accordiBgly  issued  to  Norroy  King  oi 
Arms,  and  the  proper  officers  belonging  to 
the  Heralds^  College,  to  attend  at  St.  James'4 
for  the  purpose.  The  circumstance  being 
publiddy  known,  Mr.  Thompson  was  felid- 
tated  by  anticipation,  on  l^e  honour  destined 
for  him :  but  the  seqod  proved  that  Fox  1^ 
either  miscalculated  or  misunderstood,  die 
whole  traitsict»m. 

;  On  the  day  fixed.  His  Majesty  went  to  St. 
Jameses  at  die  usual  iiour^  to  prepare  fbr  dte 
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h^M^':   Afttt;M  ha4'  fiqish^d  dreidtig,  fatf 
9^  putihe  Groom  of  the  Bed  Chatnbet  ill 
lfi^kigiia$WMrhb. frequent  custom,  to  bring 
luiB  infcmnatitm  irehtiva  t&  the  numbdr  of 
persons  who  were  arrrived.  The  Gentleman  re- 
turning, acquainted  the  King,  that  besides  a 
grtot^drotid  come  to  attend  the  Levee,  the  OfiS- 
eei^'iQif  the  Bath  stood  Itkiswise  without,  retdy 
fi^  the  Inlyestiture#  WdthiHime  surprise' qiafk^ 
inhiLsr  ctmlitenanee,  the  King  asked^  whst  Iir^ 
YestltttTfe  h<9  itaeant  ?   To  wliich  qissnion  htt 
f^lied^  not  without.  hesitatioi;i,  that  be  mU 
d.^stoodit  was  intended  to  cotifitr  the  C^ 
4er  of  the  Batk  on  Mr.  fiielby  Thom^oi^ 
who  was  thete  in  person  for  that  ^xpresd'  pur^ 
p6ie.    Hia  Mnjesty  made  n<^  ani^tfrer  ;   ati^ 
immediate  afterwards,  the  Duke  of  Poitfamct 
entering,  went  into  the  Closet.  -  In  -l^e  ctttirse 
of  his  Audience^  the>  King  obse^ed  ^  td  htm 
thi/t  no  (iffidal  account  having  been  a^  yet  te^' 
ddived  from  Indian  of  Sir  £yre€oote^s  death} 
howerto  8utha:ytic  the  in£xrmaticin  c^  th4f 
4¥ent^  tra&Bsutted  from  Madras,  ttiight  ph)ve  j 
aad^hb  BAand,  ti^th^  with  the  otllMf  In-^ 
«igma  of  the  ODdcr;-  not  hating  bd«u  hitherto 
4^^rerea  bade  to  himelf  ^  he  apprehebded  H 
ii&lltwt&^M  kip  the  vacancy,  till  tho^poitlts 
w^te :  pteniitaii^  asentained  ttnid  exeeuted^ 
Thb  D«^%  taketdby  varpme,  after  ACteA^tfig 
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respectfully  to  briog  His  Mi^esty  to  anolter 
way  of  thinkings  withdre\i^  $  and  finding  Mn 
Fox  In  the  next  room,  commimicated  to  him 
this. most  unexpected  and  mortifying  piece  of 
information* 

..  The  Secretary^  equally  astonished,  in- 
stantly went  in,  when  a  long  conversation 
took  place  between  him  and  the  Sove- 
reign* In  its  progress^  Fox  stated  that  hav« 
ing,  some  days  preceding,  laid  the  business 
before  His  Jd^jesty ;  and  conceiving  that  he 
bad  obtained  his  royal  approbation  and  consent 
|Q  confer  on  Mr.  Thonq>son  the  vacant  Red 
Riband^  it  had  been  so  signified  to  that  gen- 
ileipaii }  who,  together  with  the  prefer  Qf« 
ficers,  were  then  without,  in  readiness  for  the 
Ceremony.  He  added,  that  no  possible  doubt 
could  be  entertained  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote's 
death;  and  that  a  disappointment,  after  the 
preparatioAS  and  publicity  of  the.  affidr,  could 
|iot  fail  to  be  attended  with  very  unpleasant 
consequences  to  Administration  in  the  general 
opinion.  ^  To  all  these  arguments  and  expos^ 
tulations,  the  King,  after,  alledging  his  owa 
fe^s^nsji  remained  inflexible.  Fox  therefore 
^uittifig  the  Closet^  returned  to  faia  Cot^ 
league^  jwious  of  whom^  as^emhkd  in  the 
«ut9rf«om,  were  waitii9  wder  cqasider^Ia 
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anxiety,  and  imparted  to  them  the  result  of 
hia  Audience.  No  little  confusion  ensued 
among  them.  Mr.  Thompson,  apprized  oi 
the  fact,  returned  home.  The  officers  of  the 
Bath^  oidered  to  ivithdraw,  were  acquainted 
that  the  Ceremony  expected,  would  not  take 
jplace  on  that  day.  Every  person  present^ 
formed  his  own  comments  or  coAjecturea,  re- 
•pecting  the  scene  which  had  just  passed ;  and 
the  old  Courtiers  did  not  fail  to  draw  infer* 
caces  from  it,  highly  adverse  to  Ministers* 
It  was  obvious  that  the  King,  who  felt  no  dis- 
position to  oblige  them,  had  got  possession  of 
the  advantage  ground  in  the  contest ;  whereas 
Fox  had  acted  with  some  degree  of  indiscre- 
tion, in  presuming  upon  an  assent,  rather 
iniplied  or  assumed,  than  unequivocally  ex- 
pressed. Many  men  considered  the  whole 
proceeding  as  concerted,  and  the  result  of 
deeper  causes  than  were  apparent  to  common 
observers.  By  exposing  the  Administratioii 
to  ridicule,  as  well  as  to  mortification,  it  un- 
questionably served  to  prepare  the  public 
mind,  for  some  approaching  convulirion  or 
akeratiim  in  the  government. 

If  the  business  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  Riband 
wjs  attended  with  these  unpleaaut  rtsults  to 
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tlie*  Ministry,  they  received  on  the  other 
handf  just  at  this  time,  a  prodigious  acces- 
sion of  strength  and  consideration  from  the 
avowed  junction  of  the  Prince  of  Wales ;  who 
having  attained  his  twenty-first  year  in  the 
^preceding  month  ^  August,  had  recently 
.established  his  Court  and  residence  at  Carltom 
-House.  Nature  had  bestowed  uncommon 
Xjrra'ces  on  his  figure  anct  person.  Convivial; 
i^  weU  as  social  in  his  temper,  destitute  of  aU 
reserve,  and  affable  even  to  familiarity  in  hit 
reception  of  every  person  who  had  the  honor 
^  approach  him;  he  presented  in  these  re* 
fipects,  a*  contrast  to  the  shy,  correct,  and 
distant  inanners  of  the  King  his  father.  Erir 
tlowed  with  all  the  aptitudes  to  profit  of  ini' 
stisucdon,  his  mind  had  been  cultivated  with 
gyeat  care ;  and  he  was  probably  the  only 
jRrince  in'  Europe,  Heir  to  a  powerful  Mo* 
liarchy,  competent  to  peruse  the  Greeks  as 
jyell  as  the  Roman  Poets  and  Historians,  in 
their,  own  language.  Humane  and  compasi- 
giohate,  his  pune  was  open  to  every  appli^ 
c»tioa  of  distress;  nor  was  it.  ever,  shut 
against  Genius  or  Merit.  Even  if  these  Virtues 
were  mingled  with  alloy^  yet  his  facility,  his 
iava  of  pleasOte,  and  his  inattention,  to  i^- 
U)my/'.all:n0gbt  derive  some  Apdl<^  £tem 
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his  youth,  and  the  Elevation,  on  which  he 
^ood ;  circumstances  that  necessarily  exposed 
him  to  greati  as  well  as  corresponding  temp^ 
totions  of  every  kind. 

*  Nor  ought  we,  if  we  candidly  examine  the 
subject,  to  feel  either  surprize,  or  any  degree 
ef  moral  disapprobation,  at  the  predilection 
and  preference  which  he  had  imbibed,  and 
which  he  openly  manifested  for  an  Adminis- 
tration, odious  to  his  father.  When  he  looked 
hade  on  the  twenty-three  years  of  George 
the  Third's  Reign,  he  beheld  Kttle  matier  of 
admiration,  though  ample  reason  for  regret. 
At  the  peace  of  1763,  Lord  Bute  had  sacri* 
ficed  or  restored  to  France  and  Spain,  ahnost 
all  the  acquisitions  of  Pitt.  Wilkes  and 
^  Junius/'  aided  by  Churchill  and  Mason, 
had  covered  with  Opprobrium  or  with  Ridicule 
the  V  Ministers  employeid  between  the  Treaty 
of  Fontainbieau,  and  the  commencement  of 
the'  American  War  t  nor  had  the  Sovereign 
himself  escaped  their  severe  animadversions 
on  his  personal  conduct  and  government.  In 
the  gulf  of  the  American  contest,  the  trea- 
sures  of  England  had  been  expended,  her  Navy 
disgraced,  her  commerce  nearly  destroyed^ 
her  public  burth«Ds  accumulated,  her  natioisiiftl 
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Ddbt  immensely  augmented,  her  Armies  de* 
ftated  Of  made  prisoners,  and  we  had  finally 
lost  a  vast  Empire  beyond  the  Atlantic* 
Precisely  as  this  calamitous  Consummaticni 
took  place,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  emergmg 
from  the  restraint  under  which  he  had  been 
hitherto  held,  made  his  appearance  on  the 
thesatre  of  public  life,  and  emancipated  him- 
9elf  from  parental  superintindance  or  controul* 
It  was  not  merely  natural,  but  aknost  un- 
avoidable, that  he  should  view  those  ev^its 
through  the  Optics  aiid  representatbns  of  Fox 
and  Burke,  rather  than  through  any  other 
Viedium.  Neither  George  the  Second,  nor 
Frederick  his  son,  could  plead  the  same  Apo- 
k^y,  or  exhibit  such  causes  to  justify  enlist* 
h^,  as  they  respectively  did,  under  the  party 
adverse  to  the  measures  of  the  Crown.  Fox 
and  his  Friends,  who  well  knew  how  to  im- 
prove these  favourable  circumstances,  con-^ 
trived  to  effect  a  deep,  as  well  as  a  perma- 
nent impression  on  the  affections,  no  less  than 
Ml  the  understanding,  of  the  Heir  Apparent. 

X  ith  November.]  The  Session  of  Parliament 
now  commenced  ^  a  Session  rendered  memo- 
rable beyond  aiiy  other  of  the  long  Reign  of 
Bmoigt  the  Third,  by  the  magnitude,  sitigu- 
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Imtyf  and  inqpNOirtance  of  its  events^  A  spectei^ 
of  ostendble  unaniauty,  iike  the  Calm  that 
prtoedes  the  Storm,  ehajracterized  its  open<» 
ing  •^  Mr*  Pitt  concurring  in  the  Address  to 
tibe  Tlirone  moved  by  Administration,  for  ap« 
proving  the  definitive  Treaties  concluded  with 
France,  Spain,  and  America :  though  he  did 
not  ^ail  to  remark  with  indignant  asperity, 
on  the  inconsistence  of  thanking  the  Crown 
for  merely  consummating  the  very  work,  of 
which  he  and  his  Colleagues  had  laid  afl  the 
foundations,  in  consequence  of  which  national 
benefit,  they  had  been  driven  from  Office* 
Fox,  with  much  ingenuity,  endeavoured  to 
demonstrate  to  the  House,  that  tiie  definitive 
Treaties,  far  from  being  servile  transcripts  of 
the  Preliminaries,  were  on  the  contrary  mate^ 
rially  altered  in  favour  of  this  Country.  And 
with  a  view  to  prove  his  assertion,  he  particu^ 
larized  three  Articles,  on  each  of  which,  as  he 
asserted,  important  Ameliorations  had  taken 
place.  These  were  relative  to  the  conditkm 
of  the  British  inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  Ta^ 
bago ;  an  accurate  definition  of  the  Geognu 
phieal  limits  within  which  the  Gum  Trade  o^ 
the  coast  erf  Africa  might  in  future  be  carried 
on ;  asid  lastly,  the  predse  Boundaries  affixed 
to  the  possessions  of  our  Allies  in. the  £ait 
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Indies.  Iownhowever,thattfae  aggregate  inerit 
of  these  concessions,  or  rather  alterations,  did 
not  appear  to  me  entitled  to  much  Encomium* 
They  seemed  to  be  rather  inaccuracies  or  inad- 
vertencies, which  every  Administration  must 
equally  have  perceived  and  remedi«d^  after  the 
Lapse  of  a  few  months. 

Pitt  made  no  answer  to  the  Secretary  .o£ 
State's  Speech ;  in  the  progress  of  which 
he  had  announced  his  intention  of  bring* 
ing  forward  almost  immediately,  his  plan 
for  the  new  government  of  India.  But 
Governor  Johnstone,  with  the  waymth,  not 
to  say  vidience,  which  characterized  every 
sentiment  that  usually  fell  iroax  his  lips, 
cliumed  for  Mr.  Hastings  all  the  merit  of 
expelling  Tippoo  Sultan  from  the  Caroatici 
as  well  as  of  effecting  a  Treaty  of  peace 
■with  the  Mharatta  Empire:  Services  which, 
if  they  were  justly  due  to  the  ability  or  wis- 
dom; of  the'  Governor  General,  might  have 
challcniged  higher  testimonies  of  national  or 
parliamentary  apprpbatipn,  than  Fox's  im^ 
pcovements  contained  in  the  definitive  Treaty 
inode.with  Fraftce,  .^Johpstone  ccmchided  by 
beaming  the  Mltii§teirs  not  to  ;enforce  any 
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oiit  previbtisly  consulting  the  pexsmiSr  wHo^, 
from  local  knowledge  and  experience^  knew 
the  remedies  most  applicable  to  the  disorders 
of  those  remote  and  valuable  Possessions*.  The 
Treasury  Bench  observed  a  profound  silence^ 
wd  the  House  soon  afterwards  broke  up  ;  all 
men  looking  forward  with  anxiety  to  the  great 
Measure  now  announced  from  official  author 
rity,  and  of  which  the  leading  £eatures  were 
already  known  to  be  of  the  most  vigorous,  as 
well  as  affirmative  nature.    The  celebrated 
"  East  India  Bill"  followed,  after,  the  inter-, 
val  of  a  few  days.     It  was  natural  to  supposa 
that  Lord  North,   within  whose  Departnient) 
lay.  all    regulation  of  ^our  concerns  in  that: 
quarter  of  the  Globe,  would  of  course  open^ 
the  Measure  to  the  House.  But,  instead  of  so> 
doing,  he  absented  himself  on  account  jof  in*; 
disposition,  leaving  Fox  to  perform  the  task;: 
a  line  of  conduct,  which,   whether  it  arosei 
from  real  necessity,  or  whether  it  was  pre*-* 
cpncertedy   operated  very  disadvantageously. 
on  the  minds  of  many  individuals  attached; 
to  L<Mpd  North,  who  had  hitherto  .  supported, 
the  CoaHtion.     They  beheld   tlienjselves  Wk: 
fact,  completely  abandoned  by  their  anti^ntc 
leader,   who  seemed  to  have  delivered  up^ 
liimself,  his  followers,  his  Spvereign,  wd  hi* 
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poUttcal  {Minciples,  to  die  uncontraled  ^nd^ 
mxm  of  his  new  Asaocistes,  Ibx  and  Burke.. 

It  is  na  longer  possibly  after  the  lapse  of 
above  thirty  years,  to  deceive  eitiier  oorselTes 
or  mankind,  relative  to  the  natuie,  provisions^ 
and  effects  of  the  Bill  in  question.  Its  most 
determined  enemies  cannot  dispute  the  energy^ 
vigor,  and  decision,  wHich  breathed  throughr 
every  Clause ;  nor  will  candid  men  refuse  to 
allow  the  beneficial  tendency  of  many  of  ita 
regulations.  But,  neither  can  the  friends  of 
Fox,  however  they  may  idoliase  his  memoty» 
deny  the  unwarrantable  spirit  of  ambition^ 
rapacity,  and  confiscation,  by  which  it  was 
equally  distinguished.  The  instant  seizure  of 
ail  the  effects,  papers,  and  possessions  of  a 
great  chartered  Company;  the  total  extinc*- 
tion  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  who  had  so 
l<Hig  conducted  its  affiurs;  and  the  substi-^; 
totion  of  two  new  Boards,  named  by  the 
MSnistzy,  throi^h  the  medium  of  Ru-lia-^ 
ment»  for  the  future  Government  of  India  $ 
•—  these  measures,  however  their  neces^ 
sity  might  apparemly  be  made  out,  seemed 
rather  revolutionary  subversions  of  property 
by  aibitrary  smthority,  than  suited  to  tiie 
anild,  moderate^  and  equitable  spirit  of  the 
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Britbh  Comttttution.  Other  featiiffes  of  the 
Bill,  appeared  still  more  open  to  objectioiii. 
since  they  evidently  vested  in  Administra- 
tion»  and  therefore  in  Fox,  as  the  Ministerial 
Leader,  a  power  independantof  the  Sovereign. 
Such,  in  particular,  mi^t  be  esteemed  the 
Clause,  which  extended  the  duration  of  the  Act^ 
to^^ur  years  ;  a  term  exceeding  the  possible 
period  to  which  the  existence  of  iiie  House  of 
Commcms  then  sitting,  could  be  protracted,  thejr 
having  already  entered  on  their  fourth  Session* 

Many  other  regulations,  growing  out  of,  or 
connected  with  the  measure,  excited  just 
alarm.  Even  in  the  selection  of  the  Seven 
Commissioners,  who  were  to  be  appointed  for 
the  future  Administration  of  the  East  India 
Company's  affiurs  at  home  and  abroad.  Fox's 
ascendant  over  his  Colleague  was  clearly 
defined:  Lord  Fitzwiliiam,  as  the  personal 
representative  of  the  deceased  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  being  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  ^ard;  while  Mr.  Frederick  Montagu, 
another  most  respectable  adherent  of  the 
same  political  Party,  stood  second  in  the  \i%U 
Colonel  North,  Lord  Viscount  Lewisham^ 
and  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  the  three  next  Com- 
missioners, represented  Lord  North's  interest; 
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fltnd  connexions.  But,  in  order  to  secure  at 
pnce  the  majority  of  voices,  together  with 
the  efficient  controul  of  the  Board  itself.  Sir 
Henry  Fletcher,  and  Mr.  Robert  Gregorys 
,were  added  to  the  Members.  Both  tliiese  last 
named  Gentlemen,  well  known  fortheir  devoted 
attachment  to  Fox,  and  possessing  Seats  in  tbd 
House  of  Commons;  ha\ang.  likewise  in 
their  own  persons,  recently  and  repeatedly 
iilled  the  highest  situations  in  the  £ast  Indi^ 
Direction ;  it  was  obvious,  must  be  resorted 
to  as  guides,  on  account  of  their  local  know- 
ledge and  experience  in  the  Company's  con- 
cerns. No  measures  could  have  been  more 
ably  concerted,  for  bringing  under  Ministe-^ 
irial  influence,  and  for  permanently  retaining 
under  their  subjection,  the  immense  patron- 
age, and  all  the  sources  of  power,  or  of  emo- 
lument, connected  with  India :  while,  on  the 
Cither  band,  it  was  well  understood  that  the 
first  Empldymcnts,  civil  and  military,  from 
the  post  of  Governor  General  of  Bengal,  or 
Commander  in  Chief  at  Calcutta,  down  to  tho 
Seats  in  Council  at  Madras  and  at  Bombay? 
were  already  promised  or, filled  up,  principal 
]^  with  Members  of  Parliament,  distinguished 
for  their  adherence,  to  Administration.  Ths^ 
^amc^  of  th^  iridividuals  destined  for  these 
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high  i^iuatiom,  became  eircnilated  in  eveiy 
company ;  and  as  many  of  thein  were  bettef 
known  among  the  Club  at  Brookes's,  than  in 
J^eadenhall  Street ;  this  consciousness  of  al| 
Jndia  being  speedily  subjected  to  their  rapa- 
cious luinds,  by  no  means  tended  to  reconcile^ 
or  to  tranquillize  the  public  mind.  : 

,    December.]  Fox  himself  gave  indeed  the 
strongest  indication  of  his  o>yn  apprehensions^ 
fr^om  the  operation  of  time,  or  from  the  inter;- 
position  of  delay,  by  the  haste,  not  to  say  the 
precipitation,  with  which  he  propelled  the  Bill 
through  the  House  of  Commons.    Notwith*. 
standing  the  Opposition  given  to  it  in  every 
stage,  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  friends ;  in  de« 
fiance>  of  petitions  presented  from  the   Pro» 
prif  torsi  as  well  as  from  the  Directors,  of  the 
iEast  India  Compapy ;  and  equally  contrary 
to  the  general  isentiment  of  the  Capital,  iw> 
less   than   the    almost   unanimous   voice  cf 
the  Nation,  which  soon  began .  to  manifest 
^elf ;  hg'  pushed  forward  the  measure  with  . 
indecent    ardor.       Scarcely    three     Weeki 
elapsed,    from  the  time  of  hi^  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  on  the    18th  of 
Navember,  to  his  appearance  at  the  Bar  of 
the  House  of  Peers,  onjjl^e 9th  of  December} 
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when  he  preMQted  it  in  person,  <*  magna  co^ 
*^  mitante  Caterva^^*  after  its  having  passed 
the- House  of  Commons.  An  ordinary  Turn* 
pike,  Canal,  or  Enclosure  Bill,  if  opposed  in 
its  principles,  or  progress,  might  have  taken 
longer  time,  than  did  this  gigantic  experi- 
ment to  render  Administration  in  some  mea- 
sure independant  of  the  Crown,  and  of  the 
People.  Yet,  so  well  had  the  Secretary  me* 
4itated  his  plan,  such  was  the  pariiamen- 
tary  strength  possessed  by  the  "  Coalition,'* 
and  such  the  ascendancy  of  Fox  over  th^ 
Lower  House,  that  upon  every  Division,  h^ 
carried  the  Question  by  a  vast  superiority  of 
numbers,  generally  exceeding  the  proportion 
of  two  to  one.  On  the  Question  of  ^ing 
into  the  Committee,  which  took  place  on  the 
first  of  December,  when  217  voted  withGof 
vemment,  and  only  103  against  tbem;  I 
quitted  Lord  North,  whom  I  had  commonly 
supported  up  to  that  time,  and  joined  the 
Minority:  conceiving  it  to  be,  upon  every 
view  of  the  subject,  improper  Iqnger  to  ad- 
here to  a  Minister,  who  seemed  to  have  for* 
saken  himself. 

The  consternation  which  Fox's  Bill  occasioned 
in  Leadenhall  Street,  among  that  description^ 


ij^yl  vjBiKioiits.  429 

men  against  whom  its  Provisions  were  known 
to  be  peculiarly  levelled,  was  commonly,  though 
erroneously,  said  to  have  proved  fatal  to  Sir 
William  Jam^s,  who  died  very  suddenly,  just 
at  this  time.  It  is  however  true  that  he  was 
sieeed  with  an  indisposition,  while  in  tht 
House  of  Commons,  during  the  progress  of 
the  £ast  India  Bill,  which  compelled  him  in- 
stantly to  return  home ;  but  he  recovered  in  a 
certain  degree  the  attack,  though  he  never  af- 
terwards quitted  his  own  House.  His  death 
took  place  instantaneously,  during  the  per- 
formance of  the  Ceremony  of  his  only  daugh^ 
ter's  Marriage  with  the  late  Lord  Rancliff, 
then  Mr.  Boothby  Parkyns.  I  knew  Sir  Wil- 
liam James  with  great  intimacy,  and  discussed 
.with  him,  the  probable  results  of  the  East  In- 
dia Measure,  during  the  short  interval  which 
elapsed  between  his  first  seizure,  and  the  day 
of  his  decease,  at  his  Residence  in  Gerrard 
Street,  Soho.  His  Origin  was  so  obscure,  as' 
almost  to  baffle  enquiry,  ahd  he  had  derived 
jio  advaintage  from  Education ;  but  he  pos- 
sessed strong  natural  Abilities,  aided  by  a 
kno;Rrledge  of  Mankind.  Having  been  sent 
out  early  in  life,  to  Bombay,  in  the  East 
India  Company's  Naval  Servicet  he  there 
distinguished  himselff,  by   eomm^ndiiig   th« 
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tnemorable  Expedition  undertaken  against 
Angria  the  Pirate;  when  we  made  our- 
selves  masters  of  Fort  Geriah,  his  principal 
Establishment  on  the  Coast  of  the  Concan. 
Returning  to  his  native  country  after  this  sue* 
fcessful  Enterprize,  by  which  he  acquired  not 
only  some  Fortune,  but  considerable  Reputa- 
tion ;  he  rose  to  the  first  Employments  at  the 
India  House,  as  a  Member  of  the  Court  rf 
Directors;  sat  in  successive  Parliaments;  was 
elevated  by  the  friendship  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Sandwich,  when  First  Lofd  of  the  Admiralty, 
to  the  Baronetage ;  and  had  been  elected 
Deputy  Master  of  the  Trinity  House,  in  the 
preceding  Month  of  June,  when  Lord  Keppel 
was  chosen  Master  of  that  Corporation,  Those 
persons  who  asserted  that  Fox's  Bill  killed  hiin, 
seem  to  have  forgotten  that  he  had  nearly  at- 
tained his  Seventieth  year,  when  he  expired. 
As  his  dissolution  took  place  on  the  i6th  of 
December,  he  had  not  the  satisfaction  to  wit- 
ness the  Rejection  of  that  obnoxious  Measure, 
by  the  House  of  Peers,  whicli  happened  on  the 
following  day. 

••  •  '^ 

*  Never,  probably,  was  so  great  a  portion  of 
intellect  brought  to  bear  upon  one  point  or 
subject,  in  so  «hort  a^pace  of  time,  as  the 


House  of*  Commons  exhibited  between  the 
^ening  of  the  East  India  Bill,  and  its  trium- 
pliant  Arrival  in  the  Upper  House  <rf*  Parlia- 
ment. All  the  sources  of  Argument,  De- 
clamatiofa,  Wit,  ^nd  Pathos,  were  successively 
touched  by  master  hands.  Every  species  of 
information  enlightened  the  object  nnder  dis- 
cussion ;  nor  was.  any  weapon  of  Sophistry, 
Humour,  or  even  severe  Invective,  left  un- 
tried, which  might  operate  on  the  under- 
statid^ng,  passions,  and  ifeelings  of  the  Au- 
dience. .  The  salient  points  of  Debate  were  so 
many,  ^o  striking,  and  so  animated,  as  to  defy 
the  powers  of  memory ;  leaving  on  the  hearer's 
minc^  only  a  confused  recollection  of  their 
beauty,  delicacy,  or  severity.  History,  an- 
tient  and  modern.  Poetry,  Scripture,  all  were 
successively  pressed  iiito  the  service,  or  ren- 
dered subservient  to  the  purposes  of  the  con-: 
tending  parties.  Will  it  be  believed  that  the 
"  Apocalypse**  of  St.  John  furnished  images, 
which,  by  a  slight  ef&rt  of  imagination,  or  by 
an  immaterial  deviation  from  the  original  Text, 
were  made  to  typify^  Fox,  under  the  formf 
of  •*  the  Beast  that  rose  up  out  of  the  Sea, 
having  5«;e». Heads  ?"  Theii*  application,  to 
the  ^seven  Gomknissionfeiis  appointed  by  the  Bill,' 
wasat  once.  80  happy^  and  so  natuiial,  that  it* 
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could  not  be  mistaken,  and  stood  in  need  of 
no  explanation.  Mr;  Scott,  who  now  as  Lord 
£ldon,  holds  the  Great  Seal,  was  the  person  by 
whom  so  curiolis  an  allusion  was  presented  to 
the  House*  But,  Sheridan,  ^though  he  could 
not  possibly  anticipate  an  attack  of  such  a  na- 
ture, yet  having  contrived  in  the  course  of  the 
Debate,  to  procure  some  Leaves  of  **  the  Book 
of  Revelations,'*  with  admirable  ability  found 
materials  in  that  Work,  equally  suited  to 
Fox's  Defence  or  Justification ;  transforming 
him  from  *^  the  Dragon  and  the  Beast,"  under 
both  whidi  Types  he  had  been  designated,  to 
an  Angelic  Being,  by  producing  other  quo^ 
tatiotts  from  St.  John,  full  as  applicable  to 
the  Secretary  of  State* 

The  powers  of  mind  exerted  throughout 
the  progress  of  the  Bill,  seemed  to  be  concen* 
trated  in  the  memorable  Debate  that  took 
place  on  the  first  of  December,  which  was 
opened  by  Powis.  His  beautiful  and  severe 
animadversion  on  the  double  author  of  the 
Measure  i  a  Metaphor  drawn  likewise  from 
Holy  Writ,  made  a  strong  impressidfu.  *<  I 
-**  hear  indeed,"  said  lie,  "  the  voice  of 
Jacob,"  meaning  Fox  ;  ^  but  the  bands  are 
«  those  o£  Esau."     Lord  North,   who  wa& 
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present  at tbetimerthbt^h  much'indi&posecly 
quitted  the  KouBe  in  the  course  of  the  even- 
ing, overccme  with  the  heat :.  he  had  how-: 
ever  delivered  hi$i  opinions  with,  equal  afad^. 
Hfy  aiid 'energy,  <m  the  27th  of  November/ 
in  Bxx  earlier  stage  of  the  business.  Powis,  who> 
did  not  hesitate  to  denoiminate  the  Bill,  .<<  thie 
<<  Modern  Babel,  which  ahreadyalmost  reached 
•<  the  Clouds ;V  and. who  compared . Fox'a 
treatment  of  the  East  India  Company,  with 
<<  Shylock's.demandof  a  Pound  of  flesh,  to  be 
<<  cut  nearest  the  Heart ;''  expressed  neverr- 
theless  his  personal  respect  for  the  Secretary ; 
but  added,  that  <<  he  wished  to  see  him  the 
«<  Servant,  not  the  Mastery  of  his  Sovereign." 
Burke,  unable  longer  to  observe  silence  aftei: 
such  reflexions,  then  rose;  and  in  a  Dis- 
sertation, rather  than  a  Speech,  which  lasted 
more  ^han  iinee  hours,  exl^usted  all  the  pow- 
ers of  his  mighty  mind,  in  the  Justification  of 
his  friend's  Measure.  The  most  ignorant  Memr 
ber  of  the  House,  who  had  attended,  to.  the 
Mass  of  Informatioh,  Historical,  Political,  and 
Financial;  which  fell  from  the  lips  o£  Burke 
on  that  occasion,' must  hav^  departed,  rich  in 
Knowledge  of  Indostan.  It  seemed  impossible 
to  croud;  greater  variety  of  matter  applicable  to 
the  wbject,  into^a  smaller  compass;  and  those 
vol.  11.  F  F 
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viho  dilbrod  toost  wiMy  ftorn  biM  in  ofiiittw. 
did  not  Tender  the  Jem  jufitice  to  \m  gigantio 
nnge  of  ideas^  his  lucid  ^xpositkm  of  events^ 
and  the  harmonic  flow  of  his  periods*  There 
^  were  pocttons.  of  tiUs  Harangiie^  ixk  which  he 
.iqppe^ed  to  be  ammated  by  feelings  and  con'* 
aideratidns  the  most  benign^  as  well  as  ele^ 
rated  ;  and  the  Ciasaic  Lai\guagi^  m  which 
he  made  Fo|:'s  Panegyric^  for  having  dared  to 
venture  oa  a  Measure  so  beset  witii  Bangeis» 
but  so  pregnant^  as  he  asserted,  with  Bene* 
£ts  ta  Mankind^  cpuid  not  be  exceeded  in 
S<auty« 

But,  however  persuaded  Burl^e  htoiself 
alight  be,  of  the  reality  and  truth  of  th<M 
predicted  advantages  whidi .  were  to  flow 
irom  the  Bill  of  his  friend^  the  morel  efifeet 
of  his  own  Speech,  by  no  mean|  kept  peee 
with  the  admiration  e^oitad  by  hb  dioquence^ 
SVom  every  (|uarter  of  the  House  the  keenest 
ihafto  were  ahned  at  the  Measure  y  some  of 
wlttch  penetrated  deep»  while  others  only 
appeared  to  grs^  on  the  surface  ;  bui^  sX 
left  their  hnparession^  While  Pitt,  susUin^ 
by  Mn  William  Gren^viUe,  and  Duxidas^  at- 
tacked it  with  the  anna  of  reaaoQ ;.  otiben 
tried  the  operatba  of  ironjr  and  ridicule 
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Arden,  who  soon  afterwards  beca<me  Solicitoir 
General,  on  the  change  of  Ministrj ,  dung  to 
it  through  every  stage  with  great  pertinacity 
^nd  spii^  not  unaccompiatiied  by  tegal  ability. 
The  seven  Ccmimissionars,  and  their  eight 
Assistant  Directors,  were  compared  by  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  to  so  many  Doctors  and  Apotfae* 
caries,  summoned  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
the  Fatient,  die  East  India  Company,  to  deaths 
according  to  the  Rules  of  Art.  *  Many  Mem« 
bers,  long  accustomed  to  consider  Fox  as  the 
Star  by  which  they  guided  Aeir  political 
course,  covered  him  on  this  occasion,  with  re- 
proaches or  maledictions. .  Mr.  Martin,  Mem- 
ber for  Tewkesbury,  a  man,  who  though  not 
distinguished  by  superior  intellectual  parts^ 
yielded  to  none  in  probity,  invoked  Curses  on 
the  CoaUtion,  as  the  Grave  of  all  Principle. 
Wilkes,  in  a  Speech  of  considerable  length, 
acuteness,  and  severity,  stigmatized  the  East 
India  Bill,  as  ^  a  Swindling  Bill,  drawQ  up  to 
«  obtadn  Money  on  felse  Plretences.*'  Sir 
Bichard  Hill,  to  whom  Scripture  was  familiar^ 
compared  the  Secretary's  conduct  in  affecting 
to  protect  and  caress  tibe  East  India  Company, 
while' he  immolated  them  to  his  ambition,  with 
the  Tf  eacheay  of  Joab  to  Amasa,  who  at  the 
moment  that  he  pretended  to  embrace  him^ 
F  F  2 
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stabbisd  him  to  the  heart*  In  more  homely 
language,  destitute  of  adventitious  ornament^ 
Sir  Cecil  Wray  declared  that  the  measure  im* 
pressed  him  with  Horror  from  its  Enormity, 
Clorruption,  and  pernicious  Consequences  to 
the  State.  Some  of  the  finest  Passages  of 
Shakespe^r,  taken  from  his  "  Julius  CsBsar," 
were  applied  by  Scott  and  Arden,  to  Fox, 
with  extr^rdinary  efiect;  Jenki^son,  tem^ 
perately,  but  in  language  of  enetgy,  depic- 
tured the  unconstitutional  nature  of  the 
Power  thus  attempted  to  be  set  up,  which 
must  prove  subversive  of  the  Royal  Preroga-. 
tive  ;  arid  from  opposite  sides,  Fox  was  as- 
sailed as  the  Enemy  of  his  Country,  who  sa- 
crificed to  his  insatiable  Ambition,  the  Fame, 
the  Character,  and  the  Consideration,  that  he 
had  attained  by  a  long  series  of  public  Ser- 
vices. '  ' 

Not  that  h6  by  any  means  wanted  Defenders 
distinguished  for  integrity,  as  well  ias  for  legal 
and  parliamentary  ability.  Mr.  Erskine,  who 
like  Mr.  Scott,  has  since  attained  to  the  highest 
honors  and  dignities  of  the  Bar;  first  spoke,  as 
a  Member  of  the  House  of  Comm<Hiis,  in  sup- 
port of  this  obnoxious  Measure.  His  enemies 
pronounced  the  performance  tanie,  and  desti- 


tute  of  the  ammatioii,  which  so  powerfully  cha-: 
racterized  his  Speeches  in  Westminster  Hafl.- 
They  maintained  that,  however  resplendent  hfr 
appeared  as  an  Advocate,  while  addressing  a 
Jiiry,  he  fell  to  the  level  of  an  ordinary  man,  if 
not  below  it,  when  seated  on  the  Ministerial 
Bench';  where  another  species  of  Oratory  was 
demanded  to  impress  Conviction,  or  to  extort 
Admiration.     To  me,  who  having  never  wit- 
nessed his  jurisprudential  talents,  could  not 
make  any  such  comparison,  he  appeared  ta 
exhibit  shining  powers  of  declamation.     Lee^ 
the  Attorney  General,  in  a  Speech  replete  with 
that  coarse,   strong,  and  illiberal;  species .  of 
invective  which  usually  accompanied  his  ,  Ad-; 
dresses  to  the  House ;    and  which  always  ap- 
peared to  me,  more  befitting  the  Robinhood 
Society,  than  accommodated  to  a  Legislative 
Assembly ;   treated  with  indignant  contemptj^ 
the  repugnance   manifested    to    violate  the 
Charter  of  the  East  India  Company.     He  did 
not  even  hesitate  to  describe  that  Charterj; 
esteemed  by  maiiy  Members  so  sacred,    and 
incapable  of  subversion  exicept  by  arbitrary 
violence,  as   "a  mere  Skin  bf  :Parchment,  to 
"  which  w&s  appended  a  Seal  of  Wax."  This 
imprudent,    if  not    censurable  Declaration^ 
however  qualified  or  palliated  by  subsequent 
F  F  -i 
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Explanationi^,  opernted  injnrionsfy  to  WaaiB^ 
ters.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  ir-« 
ritated  at  the  severe  animadversieais  made  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  on  the  Rapacity  mth  wMdi 
Administration,  after  having  seized  on  the 
Iteins  of  Government,  were  now  dealing  a 
Death  Blow  to  the  Constitution  of  thdt 
C6untry ;  denied  the  Charge  with  mudt  in* 
dignation.  His  Eloquence  fell  however  &ac 
short  of  his  Feelings,  and  was  addressed 
rather  to  the  moral  Sense  of  his  Auditors^ 
than  it  appealed  to  their  Judgment. 

General  Burgoyne,  arriving  Post  from  Ire- 
land, spontaneously,  as  he  asserted ;  aad 
quitting  the  meaner  Duties  of  Commander*in« 
Chief,  which  Emplo3rment  he  held  in  that 
Kingdom^  in  order  to  fulfil  his  higher  Obli- 
gations as  a  Legislator  at  Westminster ;  spoke 
warmly  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  Having,  many 
Years  earlier,  acted  as  Chairman  of  one  of 
the  first  Committees  appointed  by  the  House^ 
for  enquiring  into  the  Affairs  of  the  East,  he 
was  heard  with  Attention.  He  confirmed  all 
the  Horrors  and  Enormities  attributed  l^ 
Burke,  to  the  Europeans  who  governed  Asia: 
Atrocities,  which  the  General  illustrated  by 
a  Citatiofn  prepared  for  the  purpose^  extracted 
-6    ' 


&mk  the  :^th  j^Midof  Virgil,  cteBcriptivft 
of  the  Oxiih  of  a^  pofweifiil  Ciiiiunal,  such  as^ 
Hai^figs  might  be  esteemed,  condemned  for 
hift  Crimed  on  Esurth,  to  the  pains  of  Tartarus^ 
B^by,  pro&Ming  an  equal  Contempt  for  Quo^ 
tations  &omiShakefipear,  or  from  Milton,  and 
eicp^esi^ng  his  Admiration  at  hewing  Scripture 
fUl  from  the  lipg  of  a  Lat^^yer ;  with  none  of 
whidi  Materials  for  Debate,  he  ^aid,  that  he 
came  provided;  yet  profbssed  to  have  furnished 
himself  with  some  Arguments  applicable  to 
the  Subject  under  Discusrion*  Without  Cir- 
eumlocution,  or  any  fklse  Scruples  of  fasti* 
dious  Delicacy,  he  declared  his  utter  Disre^ 
gard  <£  the  chartered  Rights  of  the  Com^^ 
pany,  which  he  said  he  considered  *^  as  a 
«  Bugbear,  only  fit  to  intimidate  Children/* 
He  even  advised  their  Violation,  as  the  pri^ 
mary  Step  to  all  Reform  in  the  Admiiiistri^ 
tion  of  India. 

No  Individual  distinguished  himself  more 
llu-oughout  the  whole  Progress  of  these  in-* 
teresting  Proceedings,  than  l^eridanj  whose 
matchless  Endowments  of  Mind^  equatiy 
adapted  to  Contests  of  Wit  or  of  Argument, 
and  ever  under  the  controul  of  imperturbable 
TMiper^  enabled  him  to  extend  invaluable^ 
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Afifiistance  to  the  Minister.  But,  tieither 
was  Fox  wanting  to  himself,  or  to  his  Eri^ids* 
Oh  the  contrary,  performing  every  Function 
of  a  General  and  of  a  private  Soldier ;  com- 
bating in  the  front  Ranks ;  leaving  no  Charge 
unrepelled,  no  Insinuation  unnoticed,  no 
Argument  unrefUtedj  he  filled  with  Asto-, 
nishment,  as  well  as  with  Admiration,  even 
those  who  thought  themselves  best  able  to 
appreciate  the  Magnitude  and  Extent  of  his 
parliamentary  Talents.  After  defending  his 
Bill  from  the  severe  Attacks  of  Pitt,  he  did 
not  disdain  or  omit  to  answer  the  Allegaticms- 
made  by  various  Members  of  inferior  weight 
To  Powis,  to  Scott,  to  Dundas,  and  even  to 
Martm,  he  dii'ected  the  most  pointed  Replies, 
calculated  to  justify  him,  not  only  as  a  Mi- 
nister, but  in  his  individual  and  moral  Ca- 
pacity. Determined  on  carrying  through  the 
Bill,  without  a  Moment's  delay ;  apprehen- 
sive  of  new  Obstacles  arising,  every  hour, 
within,  as  well  as  without  the  walls  of  the 
House;  and  seeming  to  regard  Parliament 
as  convoked,  not  for  the  purpose  of  Deliber- 
ation, but  of  Decision  j  he  refused .  to  post- 
pone the  Measure,  even  for  a  single  Night. 
Vainly  Scott  adjured  him,  in  ^  the  language 
of  Desdemona  to  Othello,    «  Kill  me  not 
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"  to-»ight,  itiy  Lord!  let  me  Kve  btit  one 
"  day!**  The  Secretary  never  relaxed  his 
Exertions,  till,  having  surmounted  all  Oppo- 
sition,^ he  carried  up  the  Bill,  accompanied 
by  a  vast  Number  of  his  Adherents,  who 
participated  in  his  Success,  to ;  the  Bar  of  the 
House  of  Peers.  Its  passage  through  that 
Assembly  being  already  secured,  as  he  justly, 
conceived,  on  solid  Grounds,  the  Measure 
seemed  apparently  to  bt.  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  Fortune.^ 

But  with  the  Arrival  of  the  East  India  Bill 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  terminated  nevertheless 
the  prosperous  Career  of  Ministers.  The  King, 
whose  Opinions  and  Wishes,  however  they' 
might  have  been  suspected  by,  or  evenknown- 
to  a  few,  were  not  as  yet  publickly  divulged, 
or  ascertained ;  now  coming  forward,  as  the 
Urgency  of  the  Occasion  seemed  to  demand, 
communicated  through  authentic  Channels, 
his  utter  Disapprobation  of  the  Measure. 
Lord  Temple,  though  one  of  the  first  Indi- 
viduals thus  authorized,  formed  by  no  means 
the  sole  or  exclusive  Medium  through  which 
the  Royal  Pleasure  was  so  signified  and  cir- 
culated.  Very  little  Time,  in  fact,  remained 
to  the  Sovereign,  if  he.  desired  to  avert  thfr 
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impending  Mirfortune.^  fbr,  the  Secretary 
o£  State,  who  seems  to  have  been  well  aware 
that  as  soon  as  the  Measure  was  felt  and 
understood,  it  would  excite  universal  Akrm  j 
had  betimes  secured  such  a  Majority  in  the 
Upper  House,  as  must  speedily  have  left  to; 
the  Crown  no  possible  Means  c^  Relief^  ex** 
cept  one  scarcely  known  to  the  British 
Constitution  since  the  Rev<dution  of  1688^ 
namely,  a  Refusal  of  the  Royal  Assent  to  the 
Bill,  £^er  its  passage  through  both  Houses 
of  Parliament.  In  this  critical  Juncture,  His 
Majesty  caused  such  Arguments  or  Expos- 
tulations to  be  offered  to  many  Members  oi 
the  House  of  Lords,  Spiritual,  as  well  as 
Temporal ;  and  the  Necessity  of  Resistance 
was  so  strongly  depictured  by  his  Emissaries, 
a^  to  overturn  all  Fox's  Machinery  in  an 
iimtant  Proxies  given  to  the  Minister  were 
suddenly  revoked ;  and  after  first  leaving  the 
Administration  in  a  Minority  of  Eight,  upon 
the  Question  of  Adjournment }  the  Bill  itself 
was  subsequently  rejected  two  Days  later^ 
on  the  17th  of  December,  by  Nineteen 
votes.  One  hundred  and  seventy-one  Peers 
yoted  on  the  Occasion,  either  in  Person  or 
by  Proxy;  a  prodigious  Attendance,  if  we 
oonsider  the  limited  Numbers  of  the  Peerage 
at  that  Time. 
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The  Archbishops  of  Canterbury  and   of 
York  led  tJie  way,  though  the  former  Pre^ 
late,   whose  Connections,  political  and  ma- 
trimonial,  seemed  to  connect  him  with  the 
f*  Coalition,**    had  been  previously  regard- 
ed as  a  firm  Supporter  of  the  Measure.    Nor 
can  it  excite   Surprize,    that    all   those  no- 
ble Individuals  without  Exception,  who  og-  • 
Cupied  Situations  in  the   Royal  Household^ 
or  near  the  King*s  person,  i^hould,  without 
fastidiously  hesitating,   give  the  example  of 
tergiversation.      They  abandoned  Minister^ 
and  joined  the  Crown  ;  manifesting  by  their 
Votes,  how  vast  is  the  personal  influence  of 
the  Sovereign,  when  strenuously  exerted,  over 
the  Members  of  the  Upper  House  of  Parlia- 
ments   The  Prince  of  Wales,  who,  when  it 
was  moved  to  adjourn  on  the  15th,  had  voted 
in  person  with  the  Administration;   having 
received  a  notification  of  his  Father's  disap-  . 
][)robation  of  the  East  India  Bill,    absented 
himself  on  the  second  Division,   when  that 
measure  was  finally  rejected.     Lord  Riyers, 
one  of  the  Lords  of  the  King's  Bedchamber, 
who  had  given  his   vote  by  proxy  to  the 
**  Coalition,'*  on  the  first  Question,  withdrew 
it  on  the  second  Division ;  as  did  the  Earls  of 
Hardwicke  and  Egremont.     Lord  Stormont^ 
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though  as  being  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet  and 
President  of  the  Council,  he  had  personally 
supported  the  Bill  on  the  15th,  yet  voted  on 
the  other  side,  forty-eight  hours  afterwards. 
'  His  uncle,  the  Earl  of  Mansfield,  who  was 
supposed  to  have  influenced  him  in  this  deter- 
mination, exhibited  the  same  example.     Both 
were  present  in  the  first  Division,  as  support- 
ers of  the  Measure ;  and  both  appeared  in  the 
House  as  enemies  to  it,  when  thrown  out  on 
17th  of  December.     The   Earl  of  Oxford, 
one  of  His  Majesty's  most  antient  servants, 
who  had  been  near  his  person  more   than 
twenty  years,  in  the'capacity  of  a  Lord  of  the 
Bedchamber;  having  been  induced  to  support 
the  "  Coalition'*  by  his  Proxy  on  the  15th, 
tent  it  to  the  opposite  Side,  on  the  subsequent 
Division.     Fox  and  Burke,    together    with 
many  of  their  warmest  Adherents,  who  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  first  Debate  had  re- 
mained on  the  steps  of  the  Throne,  in  order 
by  their  Presence  to  encourage  their  Friends 
in  the  Upper  House,  had  the  Mortification  to 
witness  the  Defeat  experiencejd  on  that  Even- 
ing ;  a  Defeat  which  served  as  a  Warning  of 
its  final  Destiny. 

The  Debates  which  took  place  in  the  upper 
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House,  on  the  two  questions  of  Adjournment 
and  of  Rejection  J  however  inferior  ,  an  in- 
terest they  excited,  when  compared  with  the 
discussions  that  agitated  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  same  subject;  yet  strongly  ar- 
rested  national  attention.  Lord  Thurlow, 
after  reprobating  the  Bill,  and  treating  with 
contemptuous  ridicule  the  Reports  of  the 
•*  Select  Committee,*'  on  which  defective  or. 
erroneous  foundations  the  pretended  neces* 
sity  for  the  measure  rested ;  declared  that 
"  if  it  passed,  the  King  would  in  fact  take 
**  the  Diadem  from  his  own  head,  and  place 
"  it  on  the  head  of  Mr.  Fox."  In  more  in- 
temperate language, .  scarcely  befitting  so  dig-; 
nified  an  Assembly,  the  Earl  of  Abingdon, 
a  Nobleman  of  very  eccentric  character,; 
restrained  by  no  forms  in  expressing  his  ab-^ 
horrence  of  a  Coalition  whicH  had  givenr 
birth  to  this  political  monster  j  qualified 
Charles  James  Fox  by  name,  as"  a  Moun|;e- 
"  bank  Secretary  of  State,  accustomed  ficfr-j 
"  merly  to  ascend  the  Stages  at  Covent  Gar-^ 
"  den  and  at  Westminster  HalJ,  from  which. 
**  he  harangued,  the  mob ;  but  now  callings 
"  himself  the  Minister  o^  the  People,  thougl^ 
f«  animated  by  the  criminal  ambition  of  Crom- 
•*  well,  and  aiming  at  regal  poyer*!\.Hft^v,eii, 
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accused  the  Secretary  witli  exceeding  in  vio- 
lence, by  his  seizure  of  the  East  India  Compa- 
ny^s  Charter,  the  worst  acts  of  those  Tyrants, 
Charles  the  Second,  and  his  brother  Jamesw 
With  great  pertinacity,  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond pointed  out  the  injustice  of  the  Mea^ 
sure :  nor  did  the  ties  of  Consanguinity  that 
connected  him  with  Fox,  prevent  him  from 
severely  arraigning  the  recent  grant  of  a  Pen- 
sion of  one  thousand  Pounds  a  year  made  to 
Sir  William  Gordon;  in  order,  by  vacating  his 
Seat  for  Pbrtsmouth^  to.  enable  Government 
to  introduce  Mr«  Erskine  into  the  House  of 
Commons,  at  this  critical  juncture.  Unso- 
licited, and  unconnected  with  party^  Lord 
Camden  entered  his  strong  Protest  against 
such  ;xa  infraction  of  all  law,  by  bringing 
^rward  an  Act,  not  of  regulation,  but  of 
rapacious  confiscation. 

Ministers,  thus  assailed,  if  they  exhibited  the 
talentd,  by  no  means  displayed  the  energies,  ex- 
erted by  their  opponents.  Lord  Loughborough, 
im  whom  devolved  the  principal  weight  of 
defemiting  the  Government,  found  himself  ili 
tmppOTted  til  that  attempt.  The  Speaker, 
Lord  Mailflfield,  voted  indeed  with  Admiiiis^ 
trafiok  <Ki'ih$  ^uestifin  of  Adjoummenf  j  but 
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renuiii^d  altogether  sflent,  and  extended  no 
active  assistance.  Conscious  that  his  Col* 
leagues  had  lost  the  confidence  of  the  Kingt 
the  Duke  of  Portland  alluded  with  warmth^ 
in  the  course  of  Debate^  to  Lord  Templets 
recent  Audience  of  the  Sovereign,  which  he 
denounced  as  a  violation  of  the  ConstituticHi. 
But,  that  Nobleman,  avowing  the  fact,  and 
justifying  it  as  the  privilege  of  an  hefeditarf 
Counsellor  of  the  Crown,  to  o£^  advice 
called  on  the  Duke  to  bring  £>rward  against 
him  a  specific  Charge*  Lord  Shelbume, 
though  he  once,  I  believe,  attended  i^  his 
places  took  no  part  whatever  in  the  discus* 
yions,  nor  ever  voted  on  the  Question,  dther 
in  person  or  by  proxy :  a  line  of  conduct^ 
which,  when  we  consider  that  he  had  been 
expelled  from  power  by  the  •  <<  CoaUtion»'' 
only  a  few  Months  earlier,  opened  a  wide 
field  for  political  speculation,  on  the  nK>tiv6$ 
1^  his  silence  or  secession* 

It  Witt  be  readily  admitted,  that  if  we  try 
the  conduct  of  Qeorge  the  Third,  in  pc^onallj 
interpo^g  to  influence  the  Debat^j  and  49 
render  himself  master  of  the  delijbueratioQs  qf 
the  upper  House,  by  the  spirit  i^  our  Cdnr 
ftitutim^   as  filled  since^  the   §txpulsion;  <^ 
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James  the  Second;  it  appears  subversive  of 
every  principle  of  political  Freedom.  Such 
an  ill-timed  and  imprudent  interference,  had 
in  fact  laid  the  foundation  of  all  the  misfor- 
tunes of  Charles  the  First.  But,  the  same 
line  of  conduct,  which  in  1641  excited  in- 
dignation, in  1783  awakened  no  sentimetit  of 
national  condemnation.  .  On  the  contrary, 
the  King's  position  being  perfectly  under- 
stood,  the  impossibility  of  his  extrication 
from  the  Ministerial  toils,  appeared  so  clearly 
demonstrated,  unless  by  a  decided  personal 
tffoTt  to  arrest  the  Bill,  that  the  Country  at 
large  affixed  its  sanction  to.  the  act.  There 
1;irere,  nevertheless,  it  miist  be  admittedi 
many  individuals  who  thought  that  the  royal 
disapprobation  should  have  beeii  earlier  sig- 
nified; and  who  inclined  to  accuse  the  King 
of  something  like  duplicity  or  deception,  in 
lus  treatment  of  Administration.  We  must 
however  candidly  allow>  that  he  was  not 
bound  to  observe  any  measures  of  scrupulous 
ddicacy,  with  men  who  had  entered  his  Ca- 
binet by  violence,  who  held  him  in  Bon- 
idage,  and  who  meditated  to  render  tfiat  Bon- 
dage perpetuaL  Nor  was  it  easy  for  him  to 
discover  and  to  detect,  by  the  force;  of^his 
o^im  intellect,  -  without  legal  assil^tance,  the 
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invasions  on  his  independence  and  Preroga- 
tive, contained  in  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
as  originally  submitted  to  him ;  till  they  were 
exposed  and  made  manifest  by  the  discussions 
that  took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  rapidity  with  which  it  was  carried  up  to  the 
Peers,  and  the  little  delay  which  Fox  evi* 
dently  meant  it  should  there  undergo,  before 
it  was  presented  for  his  concurrence,  leftlim 
no  bption,  and  very  little  time  for  action.  These 
reasons  exculpated  and  justified  ah  inteffe* 
rence,  apparently  sp  irreconcilable  with  the 
genius  of  the   British   Constitution.     A  fact 
not  generally  known,  but  not  the  less  true; 
is,   that  His  Majesty  was  advised,  and  had 
taken  the  resolution,  if  the  Bill  had  actually 
passed  the  House  of  Lords,  to  have  refused 
to  it  the  Royal  Assent.     He  would  then  have 
instantly  changed  his  Ministers,  dissolved  the 
Parliament,  and  thrown  himself  for  protec- 
tion upon  his  People.  Those  who  have  had  the 
best  opportunities  of  knowing  his  Ch^acter, 
and  his  firmness  'under  the  most  alarming 
or  distressful  circumstances,  while  sustained 
by  the  conviction  of  acting  right ;  will  not 
doubt,  or  disbelieve  the  fact.     Nor  would  the 
Nation,  probably,  have  condemned  his  con- 
duct,, or  have  delivered .  him  up  again  into 
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the  hiLods  of  the  **  Coalition/'  Happily 
however,  the  middle  line  which  he  adopted, 
prevented  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  such 
paintul  extremities. 

17th  December.]  Though  Fox^s  Bill  was 
thus  rejected  hy  the  Upper  House,  he  still 
remained,  together  with  Lord  North,  in  pos- 
session of  their  respective  Offices,  no  change 
whatever  in  Administration  having  yet  taken 
place.  Fox  even  delivered,  as  Secretary  of 
State,  from  the  Treasury  Bench,  the  most 
bitter  and  animated  Philippic  ever  pronounced 
within  the  walls  of  the  House  of  Commons;  in 
the  Qourse  of  which,  he  dealt  out  every  accu- 
Vi'tiosk  against  the  Sovereign,  and  those  Mem* 
b«rs  of  the  House  of  Peers ;  the  Prsetoriai) 
Bands,  or  rather  the  Janizaries,  as  he  denomi* 
anted  them ;  who  had  strangled  the  Mearare 
by  th?ir  Sultan's  order.  Nor  did  he  hesitate 
to  compare  the  paper  entrusted  by  His  Ma* 
jesty  to  Lord  Temple,  which  had  operated 
fluch  injurious  effects  to  the  Administration, 
ynth  t\m  Rescript  of  Tiberius  sent  to  the 
RomaQ  Senile  from  Caproea,  far  the  condem* 
Mtion  oi  Sejanus,  unheard  in  his  defence, 
snaA  without  proofs  of  his  guik.  In  dasnc 
iMRguage,  and  in  the  words  of  Juvena],  Iw 


reprobated  sach  ^an  iirterfereitcd,  a»  i^lnritt^ 
subrmive  of  the  Britij^  CofiSkiiutioii. 

Vainly,  however,  Mr.  Pitt  urged  him  to 
retire^  and  thus  to  anticipate  his  disimssiiM 
£rom  Employment.  Content  with-  rendedilg 
the  Majority  of  the  House  subservient  to  hb 
views,  by  passing  various  Resikhitidai^  adco- 
iated  to  st^matize^  as(  destructive  o£  the  Ccw- 
«titutiony  the  Istte  interferene^  <^  the  Crow^; 
«id  intended  at  the  saiHe  tinw  to  fm^^eiA 
the  interruption  of  theif  Dd^rations,  by  any 
act  of  Prerogative  i  the  ^'  Cdolitionf '  Miniiteis 
re£usted  te^  give  in  t&eir  resi^at&>tf .  Vndet 
these  circamstances,  wlioeh.  odled  for  ded^ 
«ioB,  the  King  displayed  no  irreMktidli# 
Cofiscious  that  be  had  advM^^  too  fair  fil$ 
recede,  either  with  honcKr  &f  m^  bi^Aefit^  ke 
passed  the  whole  of  the  1 8th  of  December,  in 
maldng  depositions  for  the  ibrmatioii  of  a^  Hew 
Cabinet;  and  finding,  ^  at  a  late  Jioor-  tif  tb« 
Evening,  that  the  two  Seei^etarie^  o^  SttfW 
fitin  declined  to  resign,  he  signified  t»  tMM, 
by  a  messenger,  that  he  had  no  fiittber  efocttu 
sion  f^r  their  servicer.  They  reeeki^  at  filM 
«me  time  information,  «ha€  Iei  j^sonal  iMiV^ 
view  would  be  dHMgreeable«ohi«,  aadirtift 
ordered  to  d«li^rariip»liie  Seals  oSHlMit^teifftth 
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^iye  Departments,  tfarough^the  medium  of  the 
two  under  Secretaries, .  Fraser  and  Nepean^ 
Mr.  Fox  immediately  complied;  but  Lord 
J^orth  having  deposited  the  Seal  of  .his  Office 
in  the  hands  of  his  son,  Colonel  North,  one 
of  his  under  Secretaries,  who  could  no  where 
be  found  for  a  considerahle  time ;  the  Kiiig 
jvaited  patiently  at  St«  James's  till  it  should  be 
brought  to  him.  Mr*  Pollock,  first  Clerk  in 
Lord  North^s  Office,  who  had  already  retired 
to  rest,  being. called  out  cif  his  Bed,  in  conse* 
ijuence.of  the  requisition  from  His  Majesty, 
:went  in  seiarch  of  Colonel  North*.  After  a 
lohg  delay,  he  was^  found,  and  produced  the 
S^eAi  which  being  brought  to  the  King  about 
pne  o*clock  in.  the  Morning,  he  delivered  it 
intQiLovd  Temple's  hands,  and  then  returned 
to.  the  Queen's  House.       ^^ 

•  .1,9th  December*]  On  the  ensuing  Day,  it 
b^ing.  indispensable  to  form  a  Government 
SDfith  tlfce  least  possible  delay,  Mr.  Ktt,  not- 
|V9thMta9fdi)!)g  his  youth,  w^  placed  at  the 
£tead'pi^lth0.Niew  Cabipeft,  as  First  Lord  of 
tbfe  tTlea^Juy  -and  Chanc^or  qf  the  Exche- 
qiMn;  an  instanqe  without  prepedont  in  our 
^n^9  and.  which  will  probably  never  be 
^gasnrre^lited !  :I^4^^finghi!<)ke,  then  Mr. 


Sti  John,  had  itideed,  under  Qumda;  Apne 
been  ni^6  Secretary  at  War,  as  early  in  Itfel^ 
and  yre  have  since  seen  Lord  Henry  Petty,  now 
Marquis  of  Lansdown,  a;t  about  the  same  Ag^ 
raised  to  the  Chancellorship  of  the  Exchequer, 
in  1806,  after  Mr.  Pitt's  decease.  But^there 
is  a  wide  interval,  from  either  of  the  above 
examples,  to  the  elevation  before  us.  If 
we  reflect  likewise  on  the  decided  majority 
against  which  Pitt  had  ix>  contend  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  conducted  by  such  enert 
gies  and  talents  as  Fox  possessed  j  we  may  be 
tempted,  at  first  sight,  to  accuse  him  of  impru- 
dence and  temerity.  The  event  nevertheless 
proved,  that  in  accepting  Employment,  under 
all  the  disadvantages  here  enumerated,  he  had 
maturely  weighed  the  peril  and  the  conse- 
quences. Other  impediments,  not  less  serious, 
presented  themselves  in  the  interior  of  the 
Cabinet  recently  formed;  where  Lord  Temple 
insisted  on  the  immediate  Dissolution  of  Par- 
liament, as  necessary  to  their  ministeriid,  if 
not  even  to  their  personal,  preservation.  Biit 
Pitt,  with  consummate  judgment,  while  he 
retained  in  his  own  hands  so  powerful  all 
engine,  which  he  held  suspended  over  the 
House  of  Commons,  abstained  from,  using  it 
till  the  progress  of  affidrs  should  justify  the  ih- 
GG  3 
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terposkiM.  Conscious  thait  no  act  of  the 
{loyal  Prerogative  could  be  more  generally 
eepugaasit  to  the  indUaations  <^  th^  Members 
0f  the  lL0wer  House,  than  a  Dissolutioa  before 
they  had  sat  half  the  period  for  which  tiii^y 
had  been  elected,  h^  resisted  Lord  Temple'9 
proposition ;  who^  in  consequence  immedi- 
ately resigned,  oely  three  days  after  his  Ap* 
pointment ;  thus  involving  the  hi^lf-formed 
Administration  in  confusion  and  embarrass- 
meaU  not  wholly  exempt  even  from  soQie  de- 
gree of  ridicule  and  of  danger.  Never  did  any 
Ministry  commence  its  career  under  a  miore 
inauq)icious  and  apparently  d^^pei'ate  predi* 
cament,  whidt  was  destined  so  long  to  retain 
possession  of  the  Reins  of  Government. 

cfid  December.]  Even  after  Lord  Temple's 
Resignation,  when  the  Cabinet  was  at  length 
completed,  Pitt  might  be  said  to  constitute  ita 
whole  strength  in  one  House,  as  Lord  Tburlow 
equally  did  in  the  other  Assembly.  The  Great 
Seal  was  entrusted  to  the  latter,  for  the  fourth 
time  under  the  Reign  of  George  the  Third. 
Lord  Gower,  made  President  of  the  Couneilt 
and  the  Duke  of  Rutland  appointed  Priyy  Seal, 
brought  indeed  a  considerable  accesaieii  of 
Parliamentary  interest  and  connexions ;  but,  a 


very  scaiity  addition  of  eloquence  or  of  taletits% 
The  new  Secretaries  of  State,  Lord  Sydtfey, 
and  the  Marquis  of  Carniartheh,  even  if  th^ 
Abilities  had  been>of  the  most  brilliant  descrip-^ 
tion,  yet  were  both  Members  of  the  House  of 
Peers ;  a  disadvantage  only  to  be  surmounted 
by  Pitt's  taking  on  himself  the  whole  weight 
of  Business  in  the  House  o£  Commons,  and 
uniting  in  some  measure  su  his  o^;m  person, 
the,  Deience  of  every  Departm^it.  Lord 
Howe,  restored  to  the  Admiralty,  was  re^ad« 
spitted  into  the  Cabinet ;  and  the  Duke  of 
Bichmond  returned  to  the  Ordnance :  but 
no  mention  was  ever  made  of  Lord  Shelburiie 
Hot  any  place  in  the  Administration.  He 
seemed  to  be  extinct  in  the  public  recollection* 

Sir  Geoige  Howard  obtained  the  Command 
of  the  Forces;  but,  neither  he,  nor  the  Duke 
of  Bicfamond,  w^e  taken  into  the  Cabinet. 
The  new  Commander-inkChi^,  who  had  long 
been  decorated  with  the  Order  of  the  Baff^y' 
was  a  man  universal^  esteemed,  Inghly  br^d$ 
and  a  gallant  Soldier  t  but,  like  Sir  John 
Irwin,  of  whom  I  have  had  occa^uofii  to 
a^yeak,  he  owed  his  miUtSffy  Elevation  and 
Emplc^ments,  more  perhi^  to  Royal  fimir, 
titta  to  way  diatinguialied  tateiits,  or  fx^ 
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fessiomtl  Services.      His  descent  'from,   or 
alliance '  with  the  Duke  of  Nwfolk,  notwith- 
standing the  evidetuse  of  his  Name,  was,  I  be- 
lieve, not  established  on  incontestable  grounds. 
He  attained,   as  did  Greneral  Conway,  not 
many  years  afterwards,  to  the  rank  of  Field 
Marshal;    a  Dignity  of  which  the   British 
service  had  antecedentiiy  furnished  only  a  few 
e^Lamples..    For  the  Embassy  to  Paris,   the 
Duke  of  Dorset  was  selected.      As  he  ho- 
nored me  with  his  friendship  down  to  the 
close  of.  his  life^  it  may  be  naturally  expected 
that  I  should  saf-  a  few  words  respecting  liim; 
He  was  the  son  of  Lord  John  Sackville^  elder 
Brother  of  Lord  George ;  and  succeeded^  col- 
laterally to  the  Title,  oh  the  Demise  of  his 
uncle,  Charles,  second  Duke  of  Dorset,  men- 
tioned so  frequently  in  "  Dodington's  Diary," 
as  Earl  of  Middlesex.  The  Duke,  when  nained 
Embassador  to  Versailles,  had  nearly  attained 
his  fortieth  year.      His  person   was  highly 
agreeable;    his   manners   soft,   quiet,   ingra- 
tiating,   and    formed   for    a  Court ;    desti^ 
tute  of  all  Affectation,  but  not  deficient  in 
Dignity.     He  displayed  indeed^  neither:  shin-^ 
ing  parts,  nor  superior  Abilities.    Yet,  as  he 
possessed  good  sense,  matured  byknowl^ge 
of  the  worlds  had  travelled  dver  a  considenaUe 
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^art  of  Euro()e|.'  akid  had  improYed  his  under-^ 
standing  by  on  exteaisive  acquaipl^ance  witix 
mankiudy  he  was  well  calculated  for  such,  a 
Mission.    He  nourished  a  strong  passion  for 
all  the  Fine  Arts,  and  a  predilectioafor  men^ 
of  Talents  and  Artists.;   a  taste  which  be  m^ 
dulged,  and  in  the  gratification  of  which,  he 
manifested  that  he  inherited  soaaeLof  the  qua- 
lities of  his  Ancestor,  Charles,  £axl  of  Dorset^ 
Slit  the  Mediocrity  of  his  Est9U:e,  when:  con^ 
trasted  with  his  high  Rank,  imposed  limits.co 
the  liberality  of  his  disposition.  .  If  considered 
as  Embassador  to.  France,  Aough  he  could 
not  sustain    a  :  comparison    for  -  Diplomatic 
Ability,  with  the  Earl  of  Stair,  or  with  the 
first  Horace  Walpoie,  who  had  represefated 
the  English  Sovereign,  at  the  Courts  of  Louisi 
the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth;  he?  might  at 
Jleast  be  regarded  as  equal  to  any  of  the  No/ 
blemen  who  had  filled  that  Office  during  the 
last  ;fears  of  George  the  Second,  or  under  the 
Reign  of  Georgje  the  Tliird,  if  we  except^ 
perhaps.  Lord  Stormont  To  Marie  Antoinette^ 
the  French  Queen^  the  Duke  of  .Dorset  ren- 
dered hunsdf  bighly  acceptable,  and  enjoyed 
some  degree  of  her  personal  favor :  .a  circum* 
stance  by  >no  means  unessential  iii  his  situation,  / 
as  that  Princess .  performed  u  much  more  isxx-f 
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portaat  part  in  tke  Cabiiiet  and  Coundb.  of 
Louis  the  Sixteenth,  than  the  two  Queens  her 
immediate  precfecesflon.  MariaThere8a»datigh« 
ter  of  Philip  the  Fourth,  King  of  Spain,  who 
espoused  Louis  the  Eourteenth ;  and  Maria 
Lecztnska,  Consort  of  his  Successor,  pes* 
sessed  no  political  power  or  interest  Mane 
Antoinette's  protectton,  aided  by  his  con* 
nejcion  with  tiie  Polignacs,  had  sufficed  to 
procure  for  the  Count  d'Adhemar^  at  the 
conclusion  of  Peace,  ti^  Embassy  to  the  Court 
of  England :  but  he  was  a  Man  far  inferior  in 
every  accompliahment  of  mind  and  of  maa<* 
ners,  to  the  Duke  of  Dorset. 

Mr«  Arden  became  Solicitor  General*  Nature 
has  seldom  castahuman  Beii^^  in  a  less  elegant 
or  pleasing  mould.  Even  Dunning's  person 
would  have  gained  bya  compariaon  with  Arden. 
Nor  were  his  legal  talents  more  conspicuous  in 
the  general  estimation  of  the  Bar*  Bul^  hts 
early  acquaintance  with  Pitt,  whidi  time  had 
matured  into  frtendahy,  oonpered  or  concealed 
every  deftcieney*  That  powerful  protection, 
in  defiance  of  Lord  Thwlow^  avowed  disbke, 
conducted  the  new  Solicitor  General  rapidly 
totheHonoisaod  Dignities  of  the  Law;  finally 
placing  him,  where  ahnoit  all  tiiose  individuala 
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patraniMd  by  ^e  Miitister,  'fi>und  their  ulti* 
mate  repose,  in  the  House  of  Peers.  It  murt 
however  be  admitted,  that  no  man  in  Parlia- 
ment had  given  a  moce  pertinacious  and  unre^ 
mitting  opposition  to  Fox's  East  India  BiU» 
than  Ard^.  The  last  Blow  aimed  at  it,  be- 
fore it  passed  the  Lower  House,  came  from  his 
lips.  For,  I  recollect,  that  after  that  obnoxious 
Itfeasure  had  been  carried,  on  the  Third 
Reading,  by  a  Majority  of  more  than  two  to 
one ;  the  Solidtor  General^  Mansfield^  having 
lisen  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  up  a  Clause, 
declaring  it  to  be  a  Puidk  Mill;  Arden  ex- 
claimed, that  <^  he  had  no  objection :  but, 
**  that  he  was  not  surprized  at  its  having  es«- 
^*  caped  his  learned  friend's  memory,  as  every 
<*  other  person  considered  the  Bill  to  be  a 
"  Private  JoL''  With  that  Stigma  impressed 
on  the  Measure,  Fox  bore  it  in  triumph,  to 
the  Bar  of  the  Lords. 

The  King's  Table,  covered  with  Badges  of 
Office,  Seals,  Wands,  and  Gold  jStiqksi  pro- 
fusely given  in  by  the  Adherents  of  the  dis- 
missed Ministers,  presoited  an  extraordinary 
Spedacle.  Among  the  foremost  to  testify  his 
Ministerial  fidelity,  the  Honorable  Cbwles 
Greville,  next  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Warwiclc» 
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resigned  his  Office  of  Treasurer  dt  the  Hoiise- 
hold.     Possessing,  like  his  uncle,  Sir  William 
Hamilton,  an  elegant  mind,  and  a  taste  for 
many  branches  of  the  Fine  Arts,  which  pur- 
suit had  carried  him  into  expences  beypnd  the 
bounds  of  severe  prudence  ;    his  Resignation 
of  such  an  Employment  could  not  therefore 
be  to  him  in  any  sense,  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence.   I  have  heard  Mr.  Greville,  whom  I 
very  particularly  knew,   often  say,  that  the 
King   most  kindly    expostulated   with  him, 
when  he  entered  the  Closet  to  lay  down  his 
Place,  and  urged  him  by  no  means  to  commit 
an  act  so  unnecessary  ;  the  Treasurership  of 
the  Household  being,  not  a  Ministerial,  but  a 
personal  situation  in  the  family  of  the  Sove- 
reign.    I  ought  likewise  to  add  that  Fox,  who 
well  knew  Mr.  Greville's  private  Embarro^ss- 
ments,  had,  with  a  liberality  of  mind  truly 
noble,  exhorted  him  to  retain  his  Post;  absolv- 
ing him  at  the  same  time  from  all  considera- 
tions of  a  political  kind.     But,  his  feelings  of 
honor  were  too  delicate,  to  permit  of  his  fol- 
iowing  either  the  suggestions  of  convenience, 
the  exhortations  of  Fox,  oj  the  expostulations 
of  his    Sovereign.     He   retired  for  several 
yearti  from  Court,  and  from  public  life,  intp 
comparative  obscurity. 
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r  Lord  Hinehingbrook,  leas  scrupulous,  and 
with  better  sense,   instead    of   quitting  hi^ 
Office    of   Master  of   the  Buck    Hounds ; 
though    his    father,   the    Earl  of  Sandwich, 
followed   the  fortunes  of  the  "Coalition;'* 
wisely  abandoned  that  Party,  and  declined 
to   give   in    his  Resignation.      Sir   George 
Yonge  went  back  to  his   Office  of   Secre- 
tary at  War,  which  he  had  held  under  Lord 
Shelbume's    Administration  j ,  a    Post    that 
seemed  to  be  Hereditary  in  his  family ;  his 
father.  Sir  William  Yonge,  haying  occupied 
it  with  much  distinction,  under  thje  Reign  of 
George  the  Second,     Sir  William,, who  per- 
formed no  inconsiderable  part  in  the  Political 
Annals  of  that  Period,   was  equally  distin- 
guished likewise  among  the  men  of  Wit  and 
Gallantry.     I  have  heard  Lord  Sackville,  who 
remembered  him,  say,  that  Sir  William  Yonge, 
when  Secretary  at  War,  having  waited   of- 
ficially on  John,  Duke  of.Argyle,  then  Com- 
spander-iurchief    of    the    Forces,  .  to    ma^e 
his  Report  on  a  matter  of  .Business;  the  Duke 
k^pt  him  standing,  while  he  himself  remained 
seated  for  a  considerable  time.     Their  Minis^ 
terial  Conference  being  ended,  he  requested 
Sir  William  to  take  a  Chair.,,  «  No,  Sttr,';  re- 
pliiid  he,    "if  the  Secretary,  ajt.'^ar;  is  .nQt. 
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*'  worthy  to  sit  down  in  the  presence  of  the 
<«  Commander-in-chief;  it  would  be  ilto- 
«  gether  unbecoming  Sir  WiBiam  Yonge,  to 
"  be  seated  in  company  with  the  Duke  of 
«  Argyle."  So  saying,  he  quitted  the  room. 
Sir  George  Yonge  did  not  want  talents,  and 
he  maintained  his  place  in  a  Debate  ;  but  in 
ability  he  by  no  means  equalled  his  faUier. 

Meanwhile  Fox,  who  remained  completely 
Master  of  the  House  of  Commons,  where 
Mr.  Ktt  could  not  even  be  personally  present 
during  the  Time  necessary  for  his  Re-elec^ 
tion,   in  consequence  of  having  vacated  hk 
Seat  for  Appleby;    might  be  said  to  sway 
with  absolute  Power,    the  Deliberations  of 
that  Assembly.     His  first    Cares    were    di- 
rected to  prevent  either  a  Prorogation  or  a 
Dissolution  of  Parliament,  by  passdng  Reoo^ 
lutions  calculated  to  render  each  of  those 
Proceedings,  difficult  and  dangeroui^  to  Mi^ 
nisters.     Having  carried  his  Motion  by  * 
large   Majority,    he  consented  to  pass  the 
Land-Tax  Bill :  but,  no  Assurances  given  by 
Mr.  Dundas  from  the  Treasury  Bench,  though 
confirmed  by  Mr.  jfonkes,  as  the  Rriend  and 
Representative   of  the  new  First  Minister, 
declaeiing  in  Ins  Name,  and  by  his  AMhor^^ 
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that  he  would  neither  advise  such  an  Act  of 
Prerogative,  nor  would  continue  in  Office^ 
if  the  Crown  had  Recourse  to  it;  could 
prevail  on  Fox  to  allow  of  an  Adjournment 
fcr  the  Christmas  Recess,  tiU  he  had  voted* 
without  a  Division,  an  Address  to  the  Throne, 
cxf  the  most  criminating  Nature,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  presented  by  the  whole  House. 
On  receiving  the  King's  Answer,  which, 
though  gracious  dnd  conciliating,  did  not 
breafiie  the  less  Determination ;  after  passing 
upon  it  the  most  severe  Comments,  as  a 
Mixture  of  Duplicity  and  Ambiguity,  Fox 
then  permitted  of  an  Adjournment  for  the 
siiort  period  of  Sixteen  Days ;  an  interval 
indispensably  requisite  to  complete  the  Minis* 
terial  Arrangements.  The  Resignation  or 
Dismiffsion  of  the  new  Administration,  was 
howevejr  confidently  anticipated  by  the  Party, 
and  axmounced  by  Fox  himself  in  one  of  his 
S^eeche^i,  when  he  ventured  to  predict,  that 
its  Duration  could  not  possibly  exceed  a  few 
Weeks*  The  most  experienced  Members 
among  thism,  with  Welbore  Ellis  at  their 
Headv^  joiiied  in  this  Opinion;  wliich,  it 
miMt  be  confessed,  was  buiH  upon  all  the 
ftoecedente  known  since  the  Elevation  of  the 
House  of  Hanover  to  the  Throneu 
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\  Lord.  North,  wbo.liad.he^  .absent  .from 
the  effect  of  Indii^osition,    durii^  a  great 
part  of  .the  Debates,  while  ..the  East  India 
Bill,  was  iii  its  progress  through  the  House  of 
Commons;    made  ample   Compensation  for 
his  short  and  involuntary   Retreat,   by  his 
Presence  and  Exertions  after  the  Dismission 
of  Ministers.    During  the  number  of  Years 
that  I  sat  with  him  in  Parliament,  I  never 
witnessed  a  more  brilliant  Exhibition  of  his 
Powers,  than  on  the  22d  of  December,  when 
Erskinp  moved  for  an  Address  to  the  Throne» 
deprecating    a    Dissolution.      In   the   com- 
mencement of  his  Speech,  Lord  North  justi* 
fied  by  cogent  Arguments,  his  Union  with 
Fox,  as  having  been  dictated  by  State  N^* 
cessity  and  Utility;   eulogizing  in  animated 
Language,    the  Virtues,    no  less   th^n  the' 
Abilities,   of  his  late  Colleague,^  whom  be 
wished,  in  future  always  to  be  des^ated.as 
his  ".Right  Honorable  Friend."    Then,  after 
%verely  arraigning  the  Mode  of  Pitt's  Adr 
mission  into  the  Cabinet,  he  diverged  with 
inconceivable  Humour  into  the  path  of  Rii* 
diciile,    so    analogous  to  his    formation    of 
Mind. .  Alluding  to  the  Wish  expressed  more 
than  once  by  Mr.  Martin,  that  a  Starlmg 
should  be  perched  on  the .  Speaker! s  Chair^ 
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who.  might  iacessi^tly  r^eat  ^e    W.otdSf 

<<  Cursed  CqaUUonJ**    be  tibserved,.  that  sd 

long  as;  ^h:  honorable' Member  of  that  Houae^' 

**  continiied  to  pronounce  those  Sounds,  as 

'<  if  by  Rote,  and  without  any  €xed  Idea» 

^<  let  what  would  be  the  Subject  of  Debate ; 

<<  he  conceived  the  ilarling  to  be  unneoes- 

'<  sary,  inasmuch  as  the   Gentleman  would 

i^  make  just  as  great  an  Impressiim  is  ithe 

t<  Bird,  on  his  hearers/'   .  Having  convidsed 

the  House  Mrith:  Laughter  by  thia  Remark, 

he  compared^  or  rather  he  contrasted,   the 

Con|}upt  of  the  two  Men:  who  were  shut  up 

in  the    Eddystone  Lighthouse,    during  six 

Weeks,  with  the  opposite* La»te  of  Action  em- 

braeed.by  Foj:  and  himself.   /*  Those  Men,'* 

said  he,.  "  from,  redprociJ  Enmity,  preferred 

f  <  letting  j^e  Fire  go  out,  and  beholding  the 

*<  Navy  of  England  dashed  to  pieces,  rath^ 

<<  than  lend  each  other  any  Assistance*    But 

<<  we)  anin^at^d :  by^ other  and  more. eid^fged 

<<  Sentiments,  considered  th^  Preservation  of 

<<  the  Vessel  of  Statei   pur  primaty  Ihity ; 

<<  aad  we  agreed,  that  at  all  Events,  the 

f*  Eire  in  the  Lighthouse  should  not  be  e^« 

«  tinguished/*     An  allusion  so;  ingemgus  a0 

well  as  felicitous,  almost  electiified.his  An* 

^ience ;  and  if,  Wit  could  hav^  supported  or 

VOL.  II.  H  H  . 
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itstored  tiber  '«  CoaUiiotr/'  it  wust  have  over* 
beme  eviry  Imped^etit.  But^  tlie  motdl 
ItBpr^si&n  knade  on  the  public  Mind^  to  their 
Disadvantage^  daily  acquired  Streogtht  and 
finally  compleated  their  Downfall,  though  pro- 
tracted for  more  than  Thtee  Months^  by  va- 
nous  drcumstanceSi 

'  If  thesitruggle  for  Ponrcr  had  tain  only  be- 
tweim  Fkt  and  Fox,  die  fbfermei:  of  whom, 
>irfiat6ver  might  be  >  the  extent  of  his  Talents, 
^m  unable  to  command  a  Majority  u|Mm  any 
Qudfition  in  ih^  HoU6e  of  Onitiinona,  while 
the  latter  carried  every  Motion ;  the  Contest 
would>  n^  d^iiriM;,  have  buen^  soon  decided. 
Or,  had  the  Dispitte  been>  U6  under  Charles 
the  l^irst,  betwe^i  the  Soivereiga,  daiming 
to  eimtke  Prerogatives  antiqu^?ed  and  dp- 
pyed^e  on  the  one  Hand)  and  the  repre- 
ie^tati^  Body  oA  the  othei^,  propped  and 
M»s«*ined  1^  the  Pedple,  ad  thei^  Ogand  tod 
l^dtec^ors  again^^t  arbitrary  Violence ;  ^^  the 
Tei«^d(ti«n  ^ight  ha^  been  f6Te§een  with- 
out niath  l^nfet^ation.  But  FtMt,  thbugh  he 
wws  becewie  by  hfe  «ttion  with  Loi^d  Nc^, 
Matter  «f  the  DeKberations  of  ^  Lowet 
HoHse^  hfad  MCi^ed  to  that  teiy  VtAbn,  iti 
»^^obntf«Hh^le  degMfe,  tbt  'goed  OpihfiMi  of 


theCauptry;  and  tbe  ternmns  of  faisibrmer 
Popularity  vhidi  mmriv»d  his  CoaUtion  ividi 
I^rd  Nprth,  h^  s^ncQ  been  ahipwcecked  in 
th^  Jn4ilt  iBiUp     )He  hdd  there&>i«  ixqpitu 
dentjy,  tbou^  93  it  irould  nevertheleis  Mem, 
reSactively«  engaged  in  a  Conflict^  wlieoe  (j^ 
Crown  fiuid  the  Natioii  both  oomlnned  agatmt 
him.    Without  the  aid  of  the  People,  the 
Sovereign  wouldf  indeed,  have  been  power* 
tefi$«    As  little  could  the  House  of  Peers,  un- 
supported by  the  public  Voie^,  have  cheeked 
his  c»eer.     It  wais  their  UnioD  which  her 
came  irresistable.     Fox,  who,  whatever  hie 
Admirers  may  awert,  possessed  more  TaleiH; 
tban  Judgment^   does  not  appe^  to  hive 
deeply  weighed  and  appreciaited  these  Facts, 
before  he  entered  the  listsu    Unfortunately 
for  ham  too,  the  Champton  wanted  by  the 
Crown,  for  the  Conjuncture,  presented  him^ 
self  in  Pitt/    His  Name,  rendered  illustrious 
by  his  Father  j  the  Decorum  of  his  Manners, 
90  opposed  to  those  of  Fox;  even  his  very 
Ymith  seemed  to  teconmiend  him  to  Jlilabonal 
FwDT^    The  King  wailed  himself  pf  these 
Aids^  to  overwheba  the  ^  Ccudition''  under 
the  ruins  t£  Hut  Fortress  whidh  they  had 
eanstructed,  wd  deemed  i»assailaUe«    Qnly 
Time  wm  etiU  wanting,  m  i^xder  ^  ^ifai^of^ 
H  H  2 
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and  to  animate  the  Nation  at  large ;  wluch, 
not  yet  fully  informed  upon  all  the  Points  of 
JFox's  Bill,  required  to  be  roused  into  Exer- 
tion, before  the  last  Address  should  be  made 
to  them  as  Electors.  Pitt,  with  a  Judgment 
beyond  his  Years,  instead  of  prematurely 
dissolving  the  House  of  Commons,  as  a  Man 
of  nieaner  talents  would  have  done ;  under- 
took the  experiment  of  endeavouring  first  to 
conciliate,  or  to  convince,  the  Majority ;  thus 
allowing*  the  popular  sentiment  full  leisure  to 
expand,  and  finally  to  overpower  all  resistance : 
while  he  reserved  for  the  proper  moment, 
whenever  it  should  be  fully  matured,  his  final 
appeal  to  the  Country,  by  a  Dissolution.  Such 
was  the  real  state  of  Afiairs  in  the  last  Days  of 
December,  1783,  at  the  time  when  Ktt,  con- 
trary to  all  Precedent,  and  under  apparent 
difiiculties  the  most  insurmountable,  venturdd  ' 
to  accept  the  Reins  of  Government. 

It  forms  an  object  of  the  most  natural 
Curiosity^  minutely  to  survey  him  at  this 
critical  period  of  his  life.  He  was  not  then 
mtich  more  than  twenty-four  years  and  a  half 
old,  and  consequently  had  not  attained  the 
Age,  at  which  many  individuals,  under  the 
tet^mentary  dispositions  of  their  parents,  are 
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still  legally  considered  to  be  in  a  state  of  tiite-- 
lage  or  minority.  In  the  formation  of  his^ 
person  he  was  tall  and  slender,  but  without 
elegance  or  grace.  His  Countenance,  taken^ 
as  a  whole,  did  not  display  either  the  fine 
expression  of  character,  or  the  intellect  of 
Fox^s  face,  on  every  feature  of  which,  his 
mind  was  more  or  less  forcibly  depictured.  It 
was  not  tin  Pitt's  Eye  lent  animation  to  his 
other  features,  which  were  in  themselves 
tame,  that  they  lighted  up,  and  became 
strongly  intelligent.  Fox,  even  when  quies* 
cent,  could  not  be  mistaken  for  an  ordinary 
man.  In  his  manners,  Pitt,  if  not  repulsive^ 
was  cold,  stiff,  and  without  suavity  or  ame* 
nity.  He  seemed  never  to  invite  approach, 
or  to  encourage  acquaintance ;  though,  when 
addressed,  he  could  be  polite,  communicative^ 
and  occasionally  gracious.  Smiles  were  not  na- 
tural to  him,  even  when  seated  on  the  Trea- 
-sury  Bench ;  where,  placed  at  the  sununit  of 
power,  young,  surrounded  by  followers^  ad-- 
mirers,  and  flatterers,  he  maintained  a  more 
sullen  gravity  than  his  Antagonist  exhibited, 
who  beheld  around  him  only  the  companions 
of  his  political  exile,  poverty,  and  privations. 
From  the  instant  that  Pitt  entered  the.  door- 
HH  3 
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way  of  the  House  of  CdmmohB,  he  advanced 
up  the  floor  with  a  quick  and  firm  step,  hi$ 
H^Md  erect  and  thrown  back,  looking  neither 
to  the  right  nor  to  the  lefl  $  nor  favouring 
^th  4  ftod  or  a  glance,  any  of  the  individuals 
Stated  dn  either  side,  among  whom  naany  who 
pO^ses^ed  five  thousaild  a  year^  would  have 
been  gmtifed  even  by  ao  slight  a  mark  of 
Attention*  It  wafe  not  thus  that  Lord  North 
or  Jh>&  treated  Ptoliament ;  nor  from  them^ 
would  Paarliament  have  so  patiently  endured 
it.t  but  Pitt  seemed  made  to  command,  even 
more  than  to  peimiade  or  to  convince,  the 
Atskmbly  ^thut  he  addressed. 

In  the  flotirer  of  youtii  when  be  wto  placed 
M  the  head  of  Administration,  be  maniiestesd 
none  of  the  characteristic  ^^ueit  ttr  dss^&bis 
tisually  Quocona^aaftying  that  period,  of  U^. 
€hatleK  the  Twelfth,  King  of  Sweden*  Could 
Hot  iiove  eith&ited  inore  coldness^  itd^er- 
^nce^  ior  apathy  towards,  women  (  a  point  cdT 
hid  chabMtar  xmul  w^ich  hit»  taimtes  dwdk: 
trith  maiigtHinCs  thoikgh  iimpofenty  isatisfactton: 
white  bis  £*iends  Itdieured  *with  oqtihi  'pirtina* 
dty  to  repd:  the  imputation.  1\>  him  Hie 
Opposit^ii  lapptedy  ^  htai  been  done  to  Im  Fb- 
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"  4^bstinuit  Venere"  ■ 

In  order  to  justify  him  from  such  a  supposed 
blank  in  his  formation,  his  Adherents  whisper- 
ed^ that  he  was  no  more  chaste  than  other  men, 
though  more  decorous  in  his  pleasures;  and 
they  asserted  that  he  made  frequent  visits' to  a 
female  of  distinguished  charms,  who  resided  on 
the  other  sideof  Westminster  Bridge:  but! 
never  could  learn  from  any  of  them  her  name 
or  abode.  Pitt's  apparent  insensibility  towards 
the  other  sex,  and  his  chastity,  formed  indeed^ 
one  of  the  subjects  on  which  the  Minority 'ex- 
hausted their  wit,  or  rather  their  malevolaiee; 
as  if  it  had  been  necessary  that  the  Krst 
Minister  of  George  the  Third ^ould  be,  like 
{he  Chancellor  of  Charles  the  Second,  ^-the 
**  greatest  libertine  in  his  Dominions;''  I 
recollect,  soon  after  Pitt  became  confemed  til 
power,  his  detaining  the  House  of  Comthofts 
from  the  Businegg  of  the  Dav  duying  a  short 
time,  while  Jie  w^t  up  to  fhe  Hqusp  qf  Lords ; 
and  as  Mrs.  Siddons  was  to  perform  the  part  of 
«  Mvider^'*  that  Evenjii^,  wjipn  l^ox^^pyj^ 
h'h  4 
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fttted^  if  possible,  tp  attend  in  the  OrcheErtra 
at  Drury  Lane,  the  Opposition  impatiently 
expected  Pitt's  return,  in  order  to  propose  an 
Adjournment.  As  soon  as  the  Door  opened 
and  he  made  his  appearance,  one  of  them,  a 
man  of  a  classic  mind,  exclaimed, 

«  Jam  redk  et  Virgo  r 

If,  however^  the  Minister,  viewed  Women 
with  indifference,  he  was  no  enemy  to  Wine, 
nor  to  the  social  conviviality  of  the  table. 
His  Constitution,  in  which  a  latent  and  heredi- 
tary Gout  early  displayed  itself;  which  Disor- 
der, heightened  by  political  distress,  domestic 
andforeign^  carried  him  off  at  forty-seven ;  al- 
ways demanded  the  aid  and  stimulus  of  the 
Grape.  It  was  not  therefore  in  him,. so  much 
a  gratification  or  an  indulgence,  as  a  physical 
want,  though  he  imquestionably  yielded  tp  its 
seductions,  without  making  any  great  effort 
lat  resistance ;  resembling  in  this  respect,  a 
distinguished  Consular  Character  of  Antiquity, 
relative  to  whose  virtue  Horace  says, 

"  Narratur  et  Prisci  Catonis, 
**  Saepe  Mero  caluisse  Virtus.'* 

In  the  autumh  of  1784,  he  had  indeed  nearly 


falleh  a  victim  t<)  one  of  those*  festive'  mert- 
ings,  at  Whfch  no  severe  renunciations  were 
^njdincid  ^by  the  Host,  or  jpractiaed  by  the 
Quests*  Returning  By  way  of  J&dic^  very 
late  at  nighty  on  hondiaek/  to  WimUedofr, 
from  Addisconibe,  the  seat  of  Mr.  Jenkinson, 
near  Croydoii,  where  the  party  had  dined  % 
Lord  Thurlow,  then  Chancellor,  Pitt,  and 
Dundas,^  found  the  Turnpike  Gatesituate  bei- 
tweeii  Tooting  and  Streatham,  thrown  open; 
Being  elevated  above  their  usbitl  prudence; 
undhaviifg  no  Servant  near  them;  they  passed 
through  the  Oate  at  a  brisk  pace,  wkhout 
-stopping  to  pay  the  Toll  i  regardless  of  thfe 
remoinstrances  or  threats  of  the  Turnpike 
Man,  who  running  after  them,  and  believing 
them  to  belong  to  some  Highwaymen,  who 
had  I'ecently  committed  depredations  on  that 
road,  discharged  the  contents  of  his  Blunder* 
buss  at  their  backs.  Happily  he  did  no  i|w 
jury.  To  this  curious  and  nan*aw  escape  of 
the  First  Minister,  which  furnished  matter  of 
pleasantry,  though  perhaps  not  of  rejoicing^ 
to  the  Opposition,  Allusion  is  made  in  the 
«  Kolliad}**  . 

"  Howashewander'd  darkling  o'er  the  plain, 
-  His  reason  lost  in  Jenklnson's  Champaign, 
r  A  peasmt*»  hand,  tint  tliat  just  F^tfe  ^hstbod,  *  ] 
Had  died  a  PrenuePs,  for  a  robber's  ildod." 
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Frobalaly,  no  taeh  in  hig^  Office,  since 
Charles  the  Seorad's  tiine,  drank  harder  .tbsa 
Pitt'9  companion*  ;  as,  in  addition  to  the  indii^ 
viduals  already  named,  we  shcnild  iiot  omit 
die  Duke  of  Rutland  and  Lord  Gower,  nei- 
tbet  of  whom  professed  mortifieationr  Once, 
and  once  only,  the  House  of  Cownnoii&.wit- 
netsed  a  devjation  from  strict  Sobriety*  in  the 
Minister  and  the  T«wurer  of  the  Nayy; 
who  having  cowe  down  after  a  r^epaft^  not  of 
a  l^th^orew  descdptioo,  foiwd  tbemsalvei^ 
tmable  to  mwBgQ  the  Debate,  or  to  r^ly  to 
tbe  ergiynmits  of  the  Minority,  vitfi  their 
aect»tofi»i$d  abiUty>  Np  illiberal  notiei^  oir  ad- 
vantage  was  however  taken  of  thi$.folitjaiy  act 
of  indi^cxetion.  The  House  ^CQkevpt  m^  it 
attnk  into  oblivion.  Fq%  never  subjected 
hims^Jii  either  in,  or  out  of  O&e/si^  to  similar 
conw^ts.  He  wai  always .  fre«b ;  but,  the 
Treasury  Bench,  u^ader  the  Coalitioai  Minis- 
toy,  had  not  wauKted  eome  noUe  Advocates  for 
l^e  ijmk  idurculation  of  the  Botitte/ 

'  Pi^  at  his  coming  into  0£ice,  iraa.joon 
surrounded  by  a  chosen  Phalanx  of  3'K>Ung 
men  who  participated  iu  bis  triumph,  preyed 
near  tim  on  a  day  of  expegte^  iPpba^:  »nd 
coqstitujtod  the  xe;$quvce.of  his  l^WJ^  bo^rs. 
Powis,  wtodcwribaflg  abouttWsjtwwfc  '^*  th^ 
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^  forcesled  by  die  Right  HoiiouraMe  Gentle- 
"  man  on  the  Treasury  Bench,"  in  his  S^ech 
of  the  9th  of  March,  1 784,  only  a  few  days  pre- 
vioQs  to  the  Dsssdbtion  of  Farliament;  said, 
«'  The  first  may  be  called  his  Body  Guard; 
<<  cx>mpoBed  of  light  young  troops,  who  shoot 
«  their  little  Arrorws  with  amazing  dexterity, 
^  against  those  who  refuse  to  swear  Aflegianee 
««  to  their  Chief/?  High  Birth,  personal' devo* 
tion,  and  political  connection,  more  than  ta- 
lents, formed  the  ordinary  fbimdation  of  the 
Minister's  partiality  for  those  distinguwhed  in^ 
dividuals;  most  of  whom,  with  only  one  £xcep«- 
tidi,  we  Imve  since  seen  elevated  to  the  Teer^ 
age,  or  Ic^ed  with  preferments  and  siQecare 
.^pointmieiits.  In  general,  the  Duke  de  Moil. 
tausier's  observation  to  Louis  the  EourteetitK, 
when  speaking  of*  Versailles,  <^  Vbus  avez  bem 
<^  Jbirki  Sire^  vous  nfen  Jbrez  jamais  qu'un  Jk- 
^  vwisens  merite^**  might  well  apply  to  them. 
With  Fox's  associates  and  comradiss.  Hare, 
Fitapatrick,   and  j%eridan,    they  coddd  sos- 
taia  no  competition  for  mental  endowmenta* 
Lord  Gr^viUe,  then  Mr«  WiHiam  GvtoviUe, 
ttiiiBt  n6t  however  be  included  in  this  RemafiL 
His  near  cionnesBidA  wjth  ite  WimtMkaadeii  by 
Oonsmguiikity^  lidbn  «ddk4  to  Jrit  ctistm- 
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gulshed  Abilities,  placed  him  on  £ax  higher 
ground. 

In  suavity  of  temper,  magnanimily  of  ctispo^^ 
^tion,  and  oblivion  of  injury  or  ofieiice.  Fox 
xo&^  superior  to  Pitt.  Even  Dundas  possessed 
more  liberality  of  character,  as  he  manifested 
on  many  occasions.    I  have  heard  Fox,  after 
dealing  out  the  severest  insinuations  or  accu- 
sations against, Lord  North,  when  that  Noble* 
man  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  American  War;  on  being, 
convinced  that  he  had  exceeded  the  fair  limits 
4>f .  Parliamentary  Attack,  or   had   deviated 
into  personal  Abuse,    explain,   retract^  and 
apologize  for  his  violence  or  indecorum.    Mr« 
Pitt,    though  he  rarely  committed  such  .  a 
breach  of  propriety,  and  was  more  measured 
in  his  censure  or  condemnation,  seldom,  if 
.ever^  made  concession.     He  even  tried  at  an 
;early  period  of  his  Ministerial  Career,  to  over- 
hedx  Sheridan,  by  making  sarcastic  aUusion 
.to  the  theatrical  employments  or  ;di»matic 
avocations,  of  that  eminent  Member,  as  form- 
ing a  more  appropriate  ol^ect.  of  his  attention 
than  Parliamentary  declamation  and  pursuits.: 
Allusions,  which  however  classic  the  language 
in  which  th^  were  couched^  might  be  justly 
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de^aied  illiberal  in  their  nature.  But,  Sheri- 
sdxa^  with  admirable  presence  of  mind,  turned 
against  him  his  own  weapons ;  leaving  be- 
hind him  the  impression  of  his  genius,  drawn 
from  the  very  key  on  which  Pitt  had  press- 
ed, when  he  applied  to  the  First  Minister 
the  denomination  of  the  "  Angry  Boy,"  with 
which  Ben  Johnson  furnished  him  on  the  in- 
stant. 

In  classic  knowledge  and  acquirements  of 
•every  kind,  as  drawn  from  Grreek  and  Roman 
^sources,  Pitt  and  Fox  might  dispute  for  pre- 
eminence: but  the  latter  left  his  rival  far 
behind,  in  all  the  variety  of  elegant  informa- 
tion derived  from  Modem  History,  Poetry; 
and  Foreign  Languages.  We  ought  not,  in- 
deed, to  be  surprized  at  this  superiority,  if 
we  recollect  that  Fox  was  above  ten  years 
older  than  Pitt ;  tiiat  he  nourished  a  much 
stronger  natural  attachment  to  polite  letters, 
and  enjoyed  infinitely  more  leisure  for  its  in- 
dulgence. Pitt,  as  far  as  my  means  of  iii* 
formation  ever  enabled  me  to  form  a  judg- 
ment, possessed  comparatively  small*  genend 
acquaintance  with  those  Authors,  which  fur^ 
iHished  the  libraries  of  Men  of  Taste  and 
&rience.    How  indeed/  we.. may  -askp  should 
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he  ever  have  attained  it  ?  Several  months 
before  he  compleated  Im  twenty  second  yeaiv 
he  fouiid  himself  with  a  very  slender  fortune 
placed  in  the  House  of  Commons*  which 
opened  to  his  aspiring  and  amlutious  mind* 
the  most  brilliant  prospects  of  Elevation* 
From  that  period,  if  we  except  die  Proroga- 
tion of  1 78 1 ; — ibr  in  1782,  he  was  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  in  1785  he  visited  Ihe 
Continent; — what  portion  of  time  could  he 
devote  to  literary  pursuits  or^  accomplish- 
ment  P  Near  seven  years  later  than  the  pe^ 
riod  of  which  I  speak*  in  the  Autumn  of  the 
year  1790,  when  It  was  expegted  that  a  rupture 
would  have  taken  place  between  the  Crowns 
of  Great  Britain  and  S^ain,  respecting  tlie  af*^ 
fairofNootkaSoupd;  conversing  with  him  on 
the  subject  of  the  Spafiish  Possessions  lyiotg 
along  the  Shore  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  he 
owned  that  he  not  oniy  never  hud  read^  but» 
he  assured  me^  he  never  had  heard  of  Com* 
modore  Byron's  Narrative  of  hit  Shipwrect: 
in  the  **  W^er/'  on  the  Coast  of  Pati^onia: 
— a  Bpok  to  be  found  m  every  Curculaticig 
Library.  But,  on  the  oihex  hand^  the  r^r 
podily  and  &ciUty  with  which  h&  acquiredt 
digested,  av4  i^nverted  to  piirposes  of  ufcilir 
Ijft  llis  koowl^e,  was.  altogetlier  wg^ider*^ 
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fhL  With  the  French  Language  he  tfaei 
gt&mmAtiesily  conver^t;  but,  at  twenty-* 
^e^  he  spdke  it  imperf0ctly»  axid  wrote  in 
it  without  freedom  or  facility,  though  he 
dubfipeqnently  in^roved  in  tiiese  particulars. 
I  repeat  it,  as  a  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Fdr^n  Departtuent,  he  could  have  sus>» 
tained  no  competition  with  Fas;  in  all  ihe 
branches  of  solids  or  of  omamental  Attain^ 
ment,  that  qualify  Sot  such  a  Situafcion* 

It  is  not  easy  to  decide  relative  to  their  r^ 
ipective  superiority  in  Eloquence.  Fox's  Ora^ 
tory  was  more  impaaaiooed:  Pitt's  could  boalt 
greater  correctness  of  diction.  Hie  former  ^*. 
hifaited^  while  speakings  all  the  Tnbunitian 
rage:  the  latter  displayed  the  Consular  dignity » 
But»  it  must  not  be  fin^otten  that  the  oflie 
cotninonly  attacked,  while  the  odier  generaUy 
defhided ;  and  it  is  more  eei^  to  impugn  or  to 
din^re,  than  to  justify,  Measoies  of  Stete. 
fl^sd  they ehanged  positions  in  the  Hocrse,  the 
dia^ftOber  of  thedr  Speeches  would  doubtlf  ss 
hate  taken  a  tinges  though  it  would  not 
hfilve  been  radically  alterec^  i^y  suchm  vaii- 
-Maeniintheur  pditical  JDestiny^  FvotnFok^s 
tinest  specimens  iji  Oratory,  much^  as  it  ap*^ 
pearodloxne^  might  kave  been  taken  ^ajr, 
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without  injuring  the  effect*  or  maiming  the 
eonclusian.  To  Pitt's  Speeches  nothii^ 
seemed  wanting,  yet  was  there,  no. r^dutir 
dancy.  He  seemed,  as  by  intuition,  to. hit 
the  precise  point,  where,  having  attained 
his  object,  as  far  as  Eloquence  could  effect  it, 
he  sat  down.  This  distinctive  and  oj^site 
Characteristic  of  the  two  men,  arose,  partly  at 
least,  from  an  opinion  or  principle  which  Fox 
had  adopted.  He  calculated,  that  one  third 
of  his  Audience  was  always  either  absent,  or 
at  Dinner,  or  asleep;  and  he  therefore  usually 
made  a  short  resumption  or  Epitome  of  his 
Arguments,  for  the  benefit  of  this  part  of  the 
Members.  So  that,  after  speaking  at  great 
length,. and  4Sometimes . ^paxently  si^mming 
iq),  as  if  about  to  conclude ;  .whenever  he 
saw  a  cotisiderable  influx  of  Attendance,  he 
began  anew:  regardless  of  the  impatknce 
maniiested  on  the  part  of  those,  whose  atten* 
ticm^as^  already  e^^hausted  by  long^  e;>(ertioii^ 
£itt  nev3er  ccmdescended  toavail  himself  of  suph 
a  practice  y  neither  lengthening  bis  SpeecbeSf 
nor  abbreviating  them,  from  any  considerations 
except  the  necessity  of  fully  devokpng  ?his 
Ideas.  Indeed,  so  well  was  the  relalire  profi^ii^* 
tton  of  time  generally  taken  up  by  the  two 
Speaka*s,  known  to  the  old  Memfiers,  th»t  tb^jr 


calculated,  wfaelieTer  Fok  was  tbree  hours  oil 
bk  legs,  Pitt  replied  in  two.  In  iall  the  corporeal 
part  of  Oratofy,  he  observed  likewise  iifiore 
moderation  and  measure  than  Fox  ^  i^ho  on 
great  occasions,  seemed  like  the  Pythian 
Priestess,  '••to  labour i^ith  th*  inspiring God,*^ 
and  to  dissolve  in  floods  tof  Perqpiritidn.  Th^ 
Minister,  it  is  true,  became  sometimes  w»tiii. 
ed  with  his  subject,  and  had  occasionally  re* 
course  to  his^  Handkerchief:  bat,  rather  ill 
order  to  take  Breath,  or  to  recall'  his  thoughts, 
by  a  momentary  pause,  than  fic^m  physical 
Agitation* 

A  vitkl  defect  in  Pitt's  compositfion  as  a 
Man,  mu0t  be  esteemed  hii^  want  of  Economy: 
it  was '  hereditary,  coAstit»l^ional,  and  iiisuiv 
mouiitable*  The  great  Earl  of  Chatham,  hk 
father,  had  to  contend  with  the  same  ddici^ 
ency^  and  never  understood,  as  Lord  Hol^ 
lanjd  had  done,  the  art  of  accamulating  a 
Fwtuhe.  But,  the  first  Mr.  Bfct,  besides  the 
Incfatm;  SIneepre  of  the  Privy  Seal,  which 
he  &^d  during  several  y^ars,  enjoyed  the 
E&tgbe  of  Burton  Pynsent  in  the  CWnty  of 
Somerset^  bequeathed  to  hi»|ii>^3ir'WiUiiliri 
Fynaent,  tbgether*  with  la.  'Pdnsio»  of  thrc^ 
tfaonsaiid  Pouiifte  klyeat,  bdstoe^  b^ 
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the  Crown.    None  of  these  possessions  how« 
ever  descended  to  his  second  son,    whose 
whole  patrimonial  inheritance  amounted,  I  b^ 
lieve»  only  to  five  thousand  Pounds ;  and  it 
never  received  any  ostensible  augmentation^ 
except  a  Legacy  of  three  thousand  Pounds, 
bequeathed  him  in  October,    1787,   by:  the 
Duke  of  Rutland.      We  may  therefore  be 
enabled,  with  these  Data,  to  form  some  idea  of 
the  Elevation  of  Pitt's  mind,  his  contempt  of 
Money,  and  his  disregard  of  every  selfii^  or 
interested    object;    when,   on    Sir    Edward 
Walpole's  decease  in  January,   1784,  he  dis- 
dained to  take  the  Clerkship  of  the  Pells 
in  the  Exchequer,  though,  as  the  Head  of 
that  Department,  he  might  have  ccmferred  it 
cm  himself;  though  Lord  Thurlow . pressed 
him  not  to  reject  such  a  fair  occasion  oi  ren* 
dering  -  himself  independant ;    and    though 
every  man  in  the  kingdom  must  have  ap- 
proved the  act,  on  an  impartial  surv^  of  his 
situation.    For  he  might  not  have  retained 
his  official  Employments,  a  single  Week.  Per- 
haps it  is  to  be  regretted  that. he  should  have 
made  such  a  sacrifice  of' private  interest,  to 
Glpiy:  but  it  opehited  throughout  his  whole 
life,  aijd  even  beyond  the  Ghrave,  by  its  effect 
m  FwliiuneKit  add  on  the  Nati^^    AiUiquity 
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cannot  exhibit  any  more  shining  instance  of 
disinterestedness,  either  drawn  from  Tbeban 
and  Athenian  Story,  or  from  the  Consular 
Ages  of  Rome.  Juvenal's  observation  oh 
human  nature, 

**  Quis  enim  virtutem  amplectitur  ips^n, 
<*  Prsemia  si  toDas?" 

did  not  seem  to  apply  to  Pitt.  Possibly, 
however,  on  a  deq)  Estimate,  he  found  even 
his  pecuniary  recompense  in  this  noble  act  of 
renunciation.  The  House  of  Commons  would 
hardly  have  bestowed  the  posthumous  marks 
of  solid  admiration  and  respect,  which  they 
voted  in  1806,  on  any  Minister  who  had  en* 
joyed,  during  two  and  twenty  years,  a  sine- 
cure Place  of  three  thousand  Pounds  per  An- 
num, in  addition  to  his  Official  Emoluments. 

The  Salaries  annexed  to  the  place  of  First 
Lprd  of  the  Treasury  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  even  though  unaided  by  any  pri- 
vate Fortune,  yet  undoubtedly,  with  prudent 
management,  might  have  been  found  ade- 
quate to  Pitt's  expenditure.  Butj  unsupport- 
ed/by' Economy,,  they  proved  wholly  insuffi-* 
ci^t  for  the  purpose*  When  he  was  i^pointed 
112 
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First  Minister,  his  youngest  sister.  Lady 
Harriet  Pitt,  resided  with  him,  and  superin- 
tended his  Establishment  in  Downing  Street. 
She  possessed,  in  addition  to  other  eminent 
intellectual  endowments,  that  quality  which 
her  father  and  brother  wanted ;  and  so  long 
as  she  personally  controled  his  domestic  af- 
fairs, I  have  been  assured  that  they  were 
restrained  within  very  reasonal)le  limits.  Un- 
fortunately  for  him,  in  September,  1785, 
within  two  years  after  he  came  into  power, 
Lady  Harriet  gave  her  hand  to  Mr.  EUiot^ 
who  became  Lord  Elliot  on  his  father's  De- 
mise ;  and  subsequent  to  her  marriage,  Pitt's 
concerns  fell  into  the  utmost  disorder.  Debts 
accumulated ;  and  it  was  commonly  asserted, 
that  the  Collectors  of  the  Taxes  found  more 
difficulty  in  levying  them  from  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  than  from  almost  any  other 
Inhabitant  of  Westminster.  Even  Trades- 
men's Bills  were  said  to  be  frequently  paid, 
not  in  money,  but,  by  ordering  new  articles^ 
and  thus  augmenting  ihe  pressure  of  the  evil 
itself. 

It  was  not  till  1792,  on  the  Earl  <rf 
Gkuldferd's  Decease,  that  Pitt  went  into  the 
Closet, .  {Old  asked  oi  His  Majesty  the  place  of 
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Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  which  the 
King  immediately  conferred  on  him,  though 
it  had  been  previously  intended  by  the  Sove- 
reign, as  I  know,  for  the  late  Duke  of 
Dorset.  The  Salary,  which  in  Mr.  Pitt's  per- 
son  was  rendered  nominally  Three  thousand 
five  hundred  Pound§  9.  year,  might  have 
formed  a  very  handsome  addition  to  his  in- 
come :  but,  the  necessary  deductions  of  many 
kinds  to  be  made  from  that  sum  ;  the  expences 
which  he  incurred  in  altering  or  embellishing 
Walmer  Castle  ;  and  more  than  both,  his  faci-  • 
lity  or  liberality  in  granting  small  Pensions  to 
invalided  or  aged  Artificers,  of  various  descrip- 
tions, belonging  to  the  Cinque  Ports ;  —  these 
combined  causes  reduced  the  real  receipt  be- 
low half  its  ostensible  amount.  Yet  when  he 
went  out  of  Office  in  1801,  loaded  with  Debts, 
he  possessed  no  other  independant  means  of 
subsistence.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  as  early 
as  1790,  he  had  been  elected  Master  of  the 
Trinity  House ;  but  I  have  always  considered 
that  Appointment,  though  honourable,  as  un- 
productive of  any  pecuniary  Emolument. 
When  we  reflect  on  the  circumstances  here  . 
enumerated,  we  may  regret,  but  we  cannot 
wonder,  that  after  holding  the  Reins  of  Goj- 
vernment,  almost  his  whole  lifej  and  con- 
II  3 
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ferring  so  many  Dignities,  as  well  as  Offices^ 
during  near  nineteen  years ;  he  should  die  not 
only  poor,  but  opptessed  under  a  Burthen  of 
Debt.  Yet  must  we  distinguish  between  a 
sort  of  virtuous^  or  at  least  venial  Poverty,  if 
I  may  so  express  myself,  caused  by  want  of 
Economy,  in  a  man  who  devoted  his  exertions 
to  the  Public  Service;  and  Fox*s  similar 
wants,  produced  by  a  rage  for  Play,  which 
not  only  reduced  him  frpm  Affluence  to  a 
state  of  Dereliction,  but  compelled  him 
to  accept  an  elemosynary  contribution  from 
his  politick  and  personal  Friends,  in  order  to 
furnish  him  with  the  means  of  subsistence^ 
It  is  unnecessary  to  contrast  the  two  positions, 
which  undoubtedly  excite  in  our  minds  very 
opposite  sensations,  and  awaken  widely  diffe- 
rent degrees  of  moral  censiu*e  or  disapprobap- 
tion. 

Pitt's  great  superiority  to  his  Antagonist, 
and  his  consequent  ministerial  success,  flowed 
from  two  causes.^  The  first  was  his  admirable 
Judgement*  That  intelligence  restiained  his 
parliamentary  exertions  during  the  American 
War,  and  induced  him^  while  heaping  accu- 
sations on  the  Ministers,  to  spare  the  King* 
I  know  that  he  received  a  hint,  soon  after  h^ 
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began  to  speak  in  the  House  of  Cdhaum^ms,v 
warning  him  to  avoid  that  rock  on  which  Fox 
had  split,  and  to  be  cautious  how  he  mention^ 
ed,  or  alluded  to,  the  Royal  Name.  He  did 
not  despise  the  advice.  The  same  superior 
intelligence  impelled  him,  when  Lord  North 
was  driven  from  Power,  to  refuse  Office  un» 
der  an  Administration,  whiclv  he  foresaw, 
from  its  component  materials,  could  only  be 
of  short  duration.  It  dictated  to  him  to  take 
the  Chancellorship  of  the  Exchequer  under 
Lord  Shelburne ;  but  it  equally  suggested  to 
him  the  impracticability  of  retaining  the  situ* 
ation  of  First  Minister,  when  pressed  by  His 
Majesty  in  March,  1783,  to  assume  that  high 
Office,  after  the  Earl  of  Shelbume's  Resignar 
tion.  In  renouncing  a  situation  so  flattering 
to  his  pride  and  his  ambition,  though  it  lay 
within  his  grasp,  he  exhibited,  when  not 
twenty-four,  the  deepest  and  calmest  discern- 
ment: for,  if  he  had  3rielded  to  the  wishes  of 
the  Sovereign,  it  seems  certain  that  he  could 
not  have  maintained  himself  in  power  against 
Fox-  and  Lord  North,  who  had  not  then 
committed  any  other  Act  calculated  to  excite 
the  public  condemnation,  except  the  meire 
i^^oximation  of  their  respective  Parliamon* 
tary  Adherents,  and  their  own  political  iinionf. 
II  4 
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Pitt,  with  consummate  Judgement,  waited  till 
die  CaaBUon  had  brought  forward  the  ^  East 
^<  India  Bill/'  and  could  no  longer  recede^  in 
order  to  profit  of  their  indiscretion.  He  accept- 
ed in  Deconber,  the  £mplo3rment,  whichy  nine 
Months  earlier,  he  had  wisely  declined;  exhi- 
biting,  €>o  both  occasions,  equal  ability:  but  he 
never  associated  Lord  Shelbume  to  his  power, 
nor  allowed  him  a  place  in  the  Cabinet  His 
whole  conduct,  while  struggling  again^  Fox's 
'Minority  in  the  House  of  Commons,  during  suc- 
cessiveMonthsformedthetriumphofp^amount 
capacity,  over  imprudence  and  rapacious  Preci- 
pitation. If  we  were  to  purenie  the  comparison 
lower  in  Pitt'is  life,  we  should  trace  the  same 
effects  resulting  from  similar  causes,  during 
the  critical  conflict  between  him  and  Fox,  in 
the  Winter  of  1788  ;  when  the  latter,  instead 
of  advising  the  Heir  Apparent  to  accept  the 
fi^egency  under  any  conditions,  howtever  se- 
vere, on  whidi  Parliament  might  think  pro- 
per to  confer  it  during  the  King's  malady^ 
laid  claim  to  it  as  a  matter  of  r^ht.  The 
Minister  instantly  perceived,  and  fastened 
like  an  Eagle,  on  his  adversary's  enor ;  which^ 
by  producing  delay,  happily  allowed  time  for 
His  Majesty's  Recovery,  and  of  com-se  perpe*- 
toalted  the  dumtion  of  Pitt's  power. 
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The  second  poiot  that  giive  him  an  ascen*- 
dant  over  Fox,  arose  from  the  correctness  of 
iris  deportment,  and  regularity  of  life.     This 
circumstance,   \diich,   under  Charles  the  S&- 
X^ond,    would  have  counted  for  little  in  the 
scale,  operated  with  decisive  effect  under  a 
Prince  such  as  George  the  Third.     Nor  did  it 
produce  less  beneficial  results  with  the  people 
<at  large.     Some  internal  Guarantee,  drawn 
irom  moral  Character,   high  Integrity,   and 
indisputable  Kectitude  of  Intention,  seemed 
indeed  necessary,  in  order  to  justify  to  the 
•Nation,   the  choice  of  the  Sovereign,  when 
entrusting  to  a  young  Man,  destitute  of  Pro- 
perty, the  Finances  and  Concerns  of  an  Em- 
{nre,  reduced  by  a  long  and  disastrous  War, 
to  a  state  of  great  depression.     Pitt  had  it. 
fact  no  other  stake  to  deposit,  unless  we  take 
into  our  calculation,  his  possible  revei:sion  of 
the  Earldom  of  Chatham.     He  had  likewise 
to  contend  with  another  deficiency.     During 
the  whole  course  of  the  eighteenth  Century, 
and  I  believe  I  may  say,  since  the  AccesiHon 
of  Elizabeth,   he  is  the  only  English  First 
Minister  who  lived  and  died  in  a  state  of 
Celibacy.     He  was  not  therefore  attachad  to 
the  Commonwealth  by  those  endearing  ties, 
which  blend  the  Statesman,  with  the^liuabaad 
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and  'the  Father;  thus  giving  a  species  of 
compound  security,  for  good  conduct,  to. the 
Country.  Mr.  Pelham,  who  presided  over  the 
Councils  of  Great  Britain  during  ten  years^ 
'  under  George  the  Second,  was,  it  is  true^ 
only  a  younger  Son  of  a  Noble  House ;  but 
his  brother,  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  might 
be  justly  considered  as  one  of  the  groatest 
3ubjects  in  Fortune,  as  well  as  in  Rank,  to 
be  found  within  the  Kii^dom.  Mr.  Felfaaov 
who  married  a  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Rut- 
land, had  likewise  by  her  a  numerous  family, 
and  possessed  in  his  own  person,  considerable 
4anded  property. 

Even  Fox,  though  he  remained  long  unw 
-Married,,  yet  finally  entered  into  that  state ; 
and  he  aspired  to  have  done  it  .much  earlier 
in  life,  if  his  efforts  for  .  the  puipose  had 
not  proved  unsuccessful.  During  the  early 
part  of  Hastings's  Trial,  in  1787,  he  raised  his 
eyes  and  hopes  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle^ 
Box  in  Westminster  Hall,  where  usually  sat 
Miss  Pulteney,  afterwards  created  by  Pitt^ 
Countess  of  Balji  in  her  own  right  j  then 
justly  esteemed  one  of  the  greatest  Heiresses 
in  the  Kingdom.  After  exhibiting  Ids  powen 
of  Oatoiy,  as  a  public  Man,  in  the  Mana- 
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ger's  Box  below,  he  sometimes  ascended  in 
his  private  capacity,  to  try  the  effect  of  his 
Eloquence  under  the  character  of  a  Lover. 
All  his  Friends  aided  a  cause,  which,  by  ren- 
dering  their  Chief  independant  in  his  fortune, 
would  have  healed  the  wounds  inflicted  by 
his  early  indiscretion.      General  Fitzpatrick 
usually  kept  a  place  for  him  near  the  Lady;  and 
for  soihe  time  the  Courtship  assumed  so  auspi- 
cious an  appearance,  that  I  remember,  Hare, 
when  speculating  on  the  probable  issue  of  the 
marriage,  said  that  "  they  would  inevitably  be 
<*  Duns,  with  Black  Manes  and  Tails :"   al- 
luding to  the  Lady's  fair  Complexion  and  red 
Hair,  contrasted  with  Fox's  dark  hue.     Tht 
affair  nevertheless  terminated  without  success. 
Pitt,  though,  at  different  periods  of  his  life;  he 
distinguished  certain  Ladies,  some  of  whom 
1  could  name,  by  marks  of  predilection ;  and 
in  one  instance  seemed  even  to  meditate  Mar- 
riage,   yet  never  persisted  in  the  attempt: 
but  his  Namej  Descent,  Abilities,  and  private 
Character,  surmounted  every  impediment  to 
his  elevation.     Fox  could  no  more  have  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,    than 
Dean  Swift  could  have  been  made  Archbishqp 
of  Canterbury ;    or  than  Lord  Bolingbroke 
under  Queen  Anne,  or  the  Duke  of  .Whartcm 
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under  George  the  First,  could  have  filled  the 
oflBce  of  First  Minister.  He  wanted  like 
them,  an  essential  quality ;  high  moral  Cha- 
mcter.  Of  this  deficiency  he  was,  himself^ 
sensible,  and  was  said  to  have  once  expressed 
his  conviction  of  it,  in  laconic,  but  forcible 
terms. 

While  Pitt  unquestionably  anticipated  the 
probable  necessity  of  ultimately  recurring  to 
the  measure  of  calling  together  a  new  House  of 
Commons ;  he  by  no  means  disdained  to  avail 
hunself  of  all  the  means  and  modes  that  could 
be  suggested,  for  diminishing,  and  if  possible, 
annihilating  the  majority,  to  which  Fox  owed 
his  actual  consequence.  Every  effort  was  ex- 
erted by  himself,  and  by  his  friends,  in  order 
to  accomplish  that  point.  The  Recess,  li- 
mited to  little  more  than  a  fortnight,  allowed 
him  only  a  very  short  space  for  exertion  ;  and 
the  numbers  which  had  hitherto  supported  the 
CoaUtiofij  during  the  progress  of  the  **  East 
India  Bill*'  through  the  House,  in  every  stage> 
generally  amounted*  to  double,  or  almost  dou- 
ble the  Votes  on  the  opposite  side.  Twohun- 
dred  and  seventeen  Members  had  voted  for 
its  Commitment  j  a  great  proportion  in  an 
Assembly,  then  composed  only  of  five  hundred 
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and  fifty-eight  persons.  To  reduce  such  a 
superiority,  first  to  sondething  approaching  an 
equality,  and  finally  to  a  Minority,  might 
well  seem  a  hopeless  undertaking;  even  ad- 
mitting all  the  venality,  want  of  principle, 
or  tergiversation,  with  which  that  Assembly 
has  been  so  often  reproached.  Much  more 
success  was,  however,  expected  from  applica- 
tions addressed  to  the  part  of  the  Coalition 
which  might  be  considered  as  holding  to 
Lord  North  j  than  from  the  adherents  of  the; 
Rockingham  Party,  or  among  the  personal 
supporters  and  friends  of  Fox.  Many  0f 
Lord  North's  political  connexions,  who  had 
in  fact  voted  with  him  on  the  India  BilU  undei 
a  conviction  of  the  Measure  itself  having  ob-, 
tained  the  consent  of  the  Crown ;  wejre  dis- 
posed to  withdraw  their  support,  if  not  tq 
transfer  their  services.  On  the  discovery  of 
their  mistake.  THiere  existed  only  three  ways 
by  which  Fox*a  majority  might  be  reduced. 
In  consequence  of  the  attendance  of  new 
Members  who  had  not  hitherto  taken  any  part. 
By  the  future  nosbsttendance  of  those  who 
had  sup^rted  the  Coalition  tqi  to  the.  present, 
time ;  and  lastly,  by  deserticm  from  the  eneh: 
my'ff  raafcs,  over  to  those  of  the  new  Ad-^ 
sfiini9tralioii.    The  ktter  Votes>  as  counting 
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double,  of  course  became  most  ^oug^t  afUr 
an4  valued. 

A  separation  had,    indeed,  already  taken 
place  among  Lord  North's  immediate  per- 
sonal followers.    Of  the  two  former  Secreta* 
ries  of  the  Treasury,  Sir  Grey  Cooper  con- 
tinued to  support  him  invariably :  but  RdiHit* 
son,  conceiving  himself  absolved  from  any 
Obligation  to  accompany  his  antient  Principal, 
through  all  the  consequences  of  his  new  pdii« 
tical  Alliances,  quitted  altogether  that  Party. 
No  man  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  I  have 
bad  Occasion  to  remaik,  knew  so  much  of  its 
original  Composition;  the  means   by  which 
every  individual  attained  his  Seat ;  and  in  many 
instances,  how  far,  and  through  what  chan- 
nels, he  might  prove  accessible.  Though  Mr. 
Pitt  made  the  fifth  First  Minister,  whom  that 
Parliament  had  beheld  in  the  short  space  of 
little  more  than  twenty-one  Months ;  yet  the 
individual  Members  composing    tbe  Lower 
House,   had  undergone  only  a  very  trifling 
variation,   since  the  general  Election.    Re-. 
course  was  therefore  had  to  Robinson,  under 
the  present  delicate  and  arduous,  drcumstances 
of  public  Affairs,  in  order  to  obtain  his. active 
exertions    for  Government.     He .  complied 
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with  the  application,  and  iinquestionably  ren- 
dered very  essential  service.  I  have  always 
considered  the  Earldom  of  Abergavenny,  as 
the  remuneration  given /for  that  assistance. 
Robins(m's  only  daughter  and  child,  had  been 
married  some  years  before,  to  the  Honorable 
Henry  Neville,  eldest  son  of  Lord  Aberga- 
venny  $  who  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
list  of  £<!/'&,  created  by  Pitt,  on  the  nth 
of  May,  1784,  not  five  months  after  the  facts 
took  place,  under  our  discussion. 

While  I  am  engaged  on  the  Subject  of  thie 
House  of  Commc^ns,  and  of  the  Influence  or 
Corruption  by  which  it  has  been  always  ma^ 
naged,  particularly  during  the  last,  and  the 
pres^it  Reign ;  1  shall  relate  some  Particu- 
lars, which  cannot  perhaps  be  introduced 
wiA  more  '  Propriety  than  in  this  Place. 
We  may*  see  in  the  "  Memoirs  of  Prince 
£ugene  of  Savoy,*'  what  Influence  he  at- 
tributes to  the  "  Presents  of  Champagne  and 
"  Burgundy^  made  by  Marshal  Tallard,  then 
a  Prisoner  of  War  in  England,  to  "  Right 
•*  Honourable  Members  of  Parliament.'*  Nay, 
the  Pfmce  asserts  positively,  that  in  the  same 
Year,'  1711,  when  he  came  over  in  Person  to 
LoQdon,'  with  the  avowed  object  of  retaiaing,' 
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if  possible.  Queen  Anne  and  her  Ministers  in 
the  Grand  Alliance  against  France ;  he  had 
recourse,  himself,  to  Corruption*  "  Jefis  des, 
"  PresenSf'*  says  he,  "  car  on  pent  acheter 
^  beaucoup  en  AngkterreJ^  If  such  consti- 
tuted the  ordinary  practice  under  the  last 
Princess  of  the  Stuart  Line,  at  a  Time  that 
Parliaments  were  not  septennial,  but  only 
triennial ;  we  may  be  quite  assured,  that  they 
did  not  become  more  virtuous  after  the  Ac« 
cession  of  the  reigning  Family,  when  the 
House  of  Commons  was  elected  for  seven 
Years* 

Proofs  of  the  Venality  practised  by  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  during  the  whole  course 
of  his  long  AdministratioB,  it  seems  unne- 
cessa^  to  produce,  as  that  Minister  did  not 
disclaim  or  resent  the  Imputation.  Nor  did 
his  political  Adversaries  disdain,  whajtevet 
Professions  o£  public  Virtne  they  might  makef 
tQ  have  Recourse  to  the  same  unworthy  Ex- 
pedients, in  ^rder  to  e&ct  his  Remofal. 
We  have  the  authority  of  a  Menftber  of  their 
own  Body,  for  the  Fact*  •*  Don  Carloe," 
(Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,)  says  Mr.  Glover 
IB  hi9  ^*  Manoirs^"  rec^tly  published^  ^'  told 
<'  s»^   that  it  cost  hm  Twelve  thptisMid 
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«  Pounds  in  Corruption,  particularly  among 
"  the  Tories,  to  carry  the  Westminster  and 
i<  Chippenham  Elections  in  1742,  and  other 
«•  Points,  which  compelled  Lord  Orford, 
<«  at  that  Time  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  to  quit 
"  the  House  of  Commons.*'  It  is  difficult 
to  adduce  more  satii^actory  and  unimpeach- 
able Proof  of  any  Fact,  as  Glover  was  a . 
matti  o£  strict  Veracity.  Neither  was  Mr. 
Pdham,  who,  after  a  short  Interval  suc- 
ceeded Sir  .Robert,  and  who  held  his  situ* 
ation  near  eleven  Years ;  though  he  may  be 
justly  esteemed  one  of  the  most  upright 
Statesmen  who  presided  in  the  Councils  of 
George  the  Second;  less  liable  to  the  Accu- 
sation of  corrupting  Parliament,  than  his 
Pl:^ece8sor. 

A  friend  of  mine,  a  Man  of  Rank  and 
high  Character,  whom  I  do  not  name,  be- 
cause, being  still  alive,  I  ccmsider  myself  not 
at  liberty  to  divulge  it ;  but,  whose  Name 
would  at  once  stamp  the  Veracity  and  Authen- 
ticity of  whatever  he  relates;  has  frequently 
assured  me,  that  about  the  Year  1767,  he 
was  personally  acquainted  with  Roberts^  who 
had  been  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under 
Mr.  Pelham ;  but  who  was  then  old,  in&rm^ 
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and  near  his  End.    He  lie^  buried  in  West^^ 
tninsfef  Abbey,  in  Poets'  Comer,  where  his 
Epitaph  describes  him,  as  <<  the  most  faithfiii 
«  Secretary  of  the  Right  Honourable  Henry 
»<  Pelham/'  This  Gentleman  conversing  with 
j^oberts,   upon  the  Ev^its  of  those  Times 
when  he  held  a  place  under  Administration, 
and  particularly  on  the   Manner  in  which 
the  House  of  Commons  was  ihtn  managed} 
Roberts  avowed  without  Reserve^  that  while 
he  remained  at  the  Treasury^  there  were  a 
number  ef  Members  who  regularly  received 
from  him  their  Payment  or  Stipend,  at  the 
end  of  every  Session,  in  Bank  NotoB«    The 
Sums^  which  varied  according  to  the  Merits, 
Ability,  and  Attendance  of  the  respective 
Individuals,    amounted    usually    firom    Five 
Hundred  Pounds,  to  Eight  Hundred  Pounds, 
per  Annum.     "  This  Largess  I  distributed,'' 
added  Roberts,  <<  in  the  Court  of  Requests, 
'<  on  the  day  of  the  Prorogation  of  Parlia- 
<<  mtot.    I  took  my  stand  there ;  and  as  the 
**  G^tlemen  passed  me,  in  going  to,  or  re*^ 
*'  turning  from  tiie  House,  I  conveyed  the 
<<  Money,  in  a  squeeae  of  the  hand.    What- 
^*  ever  person  received  the  Ministerial  Bounty 
»  kk  the  manner  thus  related,  I  entered  his 
«<  t^ame  in  a  Btok^  which  waib  preserved  in 
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«<  the  deepest  secresy ;  it  being  never  in*^ 
^<  spected  by  any  one,  except  the  King  and 
•<  Mr.  Pdliam.  On  the  decease  of  that  Minis* 
•*  ter  in  1754,  his  Brother  the  Duke  of  New- 
•*  castle,  Mr.  Fox,  afterward*  Lord  Holland, 
"  and  others  of  the  Cabinet,  who  succeeded  to 
"  Power;  anxious  to  obtain  m  accurate  Know- 
«  ledge  of  the  private  State  of  the  House  of 
<<  Commons,  and  particularly  to  ascertain  the 
^  Names  of  all  the  Individuals  who  received 
**  Money  during  Mr.  Pelham's  Life,  applied 
«  to  me  for  Information.  They  further  de- 
«  manded  of  me  to  surrender  the  Book,  in 
«<  which,  as  they  knew,  I  was  accui»tomed  to 
*«  enter  the  above  Particulars.  Conceiving  a 
<<  Compliance  to  be  disbonoraUe,  I  peremp* 
«  torily  refused  to  deliver  it  up,  except  by 
«  the  King's  express  command^  gmd  to  His 
"  Majesty  in  person.  In  consequence  of  my 
«  refusal,  they  acquainted  the  King  of  thecir- 
"  cumstance,  who  sent  for  me  to  St.  Junes'Sy 
«  where  I  was  introduced  into  the  Closet; 
"  more  than  one  of  the  above  mentioned  Minis* 
"  ters  being  present.  George  the  Second  or- 
**  dered  me  to  return  him  the  Book  in  question^ 
"  with  which  injunction  I  immediately  com- 
*<  plied.  At  the  same  time  taking  the  Poker  in 
<<  his  hand,  he  put  it  into  the  fire,  made  it  red 
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<*  hot,  and  then,  while  we  stood  round  him,  he 
«  thrust  the  Book  into  the  Aames,  where  it  was 
<^  immediately  reduced  to  ashes.  He  consi- 
<*  dered  it  in  fitct,  as  too  sacred  and  confiden- 
<<  tial  a  Raster,  to  be  thus  transferred  over  to 
<<  the  new  Ministers,  and  as  having  become 
<>  extinct  with  the  Administration  of  Mr* 
"  Pelham/' 

It  is  unquestionable  that  the  Duke  .of  New- 
castle, though  he  failed  in  getting  posses^ 
sion  of  his  Brother's  secret  information,  in 
consequence  of  Roberts's  firmness ;  yet  pur- 
sued the  same  mode  of  management,  on  be- 
coming, himself,  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 
Under  Lord  Bute's  Government,  when,  from 
a  variety  of  causes,  a  violent  Opposition  in 
Parliament  arose,  which  required  the  whole 
power  of  Ministry  to  stem,  similar  prac- 
tices were  carried  to  a  greater  length.  John 
Ross  Mackay,  who  had  been  private  Secr^iary 
to  the  Earl  of  Bute,  and  afterwards^  during 
seventeen  years  was  Treasurer  of  the  Qrd- 
nance;  a  man  with  whom  I  was  personally 
acquainted  ;  frequently  avowed  the  fact.  He 
lived  to  a  very  advanced  age,  sat  in  several 
Parliaments,  and  only  died,  I  believe,  iu; 
i79^i»     A  Gentleman  of  high  .professional 
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rank,  and  of  unimpeached  veracity^  told  me^ 
that  dining  at  the  late  Eaii  of  Besborough'& 
in  Cavendish  Square,  in> the  year  1790,  M^here 
only  four  persons  were  present,  including  hinxr 
self;  Ross  Mackay^  who  was  one  of  the 
number,  gave  them  the  most  amp^  information 
upon  this  subject.  Lord  Besborough  having 
called,  after  Dinner,  for  a  Bottle  of  excellent 
Champagne,  of  which  wine  Mackay  was  fond; 
and  the  conversation  accidentally  turning  on 
the  means  of  governing  the  House  of  Com- 
mons,  Mackay  said  that  "  Money  formed^ 
'^  after  all,  the  only  effectual  and  certain 
«*  method."  «  The  Peace  of  1763,"  con- 
tinued he,  <^  was  carried  through  and  approved 
^  by  a  pecuniary  distribution.  Nothing  else 
"  could  have  surmounted  the  difficulty.  I 
<<  was,  myself,  the  channel  through  which  the 
•«  money  passed.  With  my  own  hand  I  se- 
**  cured  above  one  hundred  and  twenty  Votes, 
<*  on  that  vital  question  to  Ministers.  Eighty 
*'  thousand  Founds  were  set  apart  for  the  pur- 
<*  pose.  Forty  Members  of  the  House  of 
<«  Commons  received  from  me,  a  thousand 
U  Pounds  each.  To  eighty  others,  I  paid 
^'  five  hundred  Pounds  apiece.'^  Mackay 
afterwards  ccmfirmed  more  than  once»  tiiis 
facty  to  the  Gentleman  above  mentioQed» 
K  K  3 
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who  related  it  to  me.  He  added,  that  Lord 
Besborougfa  appeared,  himself,  so  sensible  of 
the  imi^iidence,  as  well  as  impropriety  of  the 
avowal  made  by  Mackay,  at  his  Table ;  that 
His  Lordship  sent  to  him,  and  to  the  fourth 
person  who  had  been  present  on  the  occasion, 
next  morning,  to  entreat  of  them,  on  no  ac- 
count to  divulge  it  during  Macka3r^s  life. 

Wilkes  was  however  perfectly  well  in- 
structed on  the  subject,  and  made  no  secret  of 
his  information,  even  at  the  time  when  the 
Treaty  o£  Fontainbleau  was  a  recent  transac- 
tion. In  his  memorable  Letter  addressed 
from  "  Paris,  22d  October,  1764,*'  to  the 
Electors  of  Aylesbury,  he  s?iys,  «  I  will  not 
<<  compliment  the  present  profligate  Majority 
<<  in  the  House  of  Commons,  so  far  as  to  say, 
*«  they  were  so  well  informed,  that  they  knew 
•*  the  exact  truth  of  every  assertion  in  the 
•«  'North  Briton,*  No. 45.  One  particular, 
**  however,  came  within  their  knowledge  ; 
<<  the  means  by  which  it  is  fainted  that  the 
«*  entire  Approbation  of  ParUaime$U^  even  of 
"  the  Preliminary  Articks  of  the  late  inglo- 
^<  rious  Peace,  was  obtained;  and  the  pre- 
*<  vious  step  to  the  obtaining  diat  entire  Ap^ 
•«  probation^  the  large  Debt  contracted  on  the 
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J*  Gvil  hisU  TJiey  knew  Xh^  Assertion  wai» 
^  a^&x^\y  true,  »0(i  I  am  as  ready  to  owi^ 
**  tbut  it  wfts  extremely  scandalous.'^  It  is 
impQs»bte  to  cjonvey  a  charge  of  such  ^ 
n9tm^  ifH  }#8s  equivocal  or  ambiguous  ian- 

Relative  to  the  three  successive  Administra-. 
tions  of  Georgp  Gi-enville,  the  Marquis  of 
Eockingham,  and  the  Puke  of  Graflon,  ^hich 
comprized  the  period  of  time  between  April 
17^3,  and  January,  177Q,  J  can  state  nothing 
froQi  my  own  personal  knowledge.  Bradshaw 
cQRcbicted  that  Department,  under  the  Duke 
of  Grafton.  The  same  System  certainly  con- 
jtinued  during  the  period  of  the  American 
War,  M^hen  Ilobinson,  and  under  him.  Brum- 
mell,  w/ere  its  Agents.  I  incline  neverthe- 
less to  doubt  whether,  towards  the  termina- 
l^ipn  of  Lord  North's  Ministry,  these  prac- 
jtices  subsisted  in  all  their  force ;  by  which  I 
mew  to  s^y,  that  I  question  whether  any  in- 
jdividual  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
was  paid  for  his  vote  and  support  in  Bank 
Notes^  as  had  been  done  under  Walpole^ 
Pf^am,  and  mo^t,  if  not  all  their  Succe$- 
j»r9,  ^Qym  to  that  time.  More  refinement 
Jl^d  ifm&&My  been  introduced  into  the  dis* 
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tribution  of  Gratifications ;  which  were  con- 
veyed in  oblique  shapes,    such  as  Lottery 
Tickets,  Scrip,    Jobs,    Contracts,    and  other 
beneficial  forms,  by  which  the  Majority  was 
kept  together,  in  defiance  o£  a  most  unfortu- 
nate, if  not  an  iQ  conducted  war.  Lord  North, 
when  First  Minister,  was  supposed  to  com- 
mand full  one  hundred  and  seventy  Members 
at  his  absolute  devotion,  who  were  prepared 
to  vote  with  him  upon  every  Question  :  nor 
would  his  head,  indeed,  have  been  secure, 
from  1777  down  to  1782,  unless  he  could  have 
counted  upon  such  a  steady  and  numerous 
support,  at  a  time  when  every  Month  teemed 
with  misfortunes  or  defeats.    Of  this  great 
Body,  only  a  comparatively  small  portion  had 
however  continued  to  adhere  to  him,  after  be 
joined  with  Fox ;  and  many  more  had  quitted 
him  on  the  first  introduction  of  the  <<  India 
Bill."     Still,  even  in  the  last  days  of  Decem- 
ber, 1783,  when  dismissed  from  Employment^ 
he  remained  the  nominal  head  of  a  consider- 
able  Party?   upon    many    individuals  com* 
posing  which,  it  was  natural  to  suppose,  that 
an  impression  might  be  made,  by  representa^ 
tions  addressed  to  their  principles,  th^  pas- 
sions, or  their  interests.    Nor  can  Mr.  Pitt,; 
standing  as  he  did,  in  the  critical,  as  well  a& 


hazsu'dous  predicament,  of  having  accepted 
the  first  Offices  of  Grovemment,  unsupported 
in  one  House  of  Parliament ;  be  blamed  for 
availing,  himself  of  every  fair  or  honorable 
means,  to  diminish  the  Majority  possessed  by 
his  Adversaries.  I  am  at  the  same  time  per- 
suaded, from  the  Elevation  of  his  mind,  and 
the  purity  of  his  principles,  that  he  was  in- 
capable of  authorizing,  no  less  than  Robinscm 
would  have  disdained  to  practise, .any  other 
methods  of  procuring  Adherents,  than  sudi  as 
the  British  Constitution  either  recognizes, 
or  which  are  in  fact  inseparable  from  its  prac^ 
tical  Existence. 

Among  the  Persons  of  Eminence  to  whom 
Mr.  Pitt  had  recourse  for  support,  at  this  de- 
licate Crisis  of  his  Ministerial  Life,  when  every 
parliamentary  aid  which  could  sustain  him 
against  the  Coalition,  was  anxiously  sought 
after,  the  late  Lord  Sackville  attracted  his 
attention.  That  Nobleman  had  hitherto  ta^ 
ken  no  decided  part  in  the  Debates  during  the 
progress  of  the  <<  East  India  Bill,"  though  he 
voted  against  it  personally  in  both  the  Divi- 
sions which  took  place  on  the  15th  and  17th 
of  December,  in  the  House  of  Peers.  He 
had,  indeed,  early  considered  it  to  be  a  Me»- 
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rare  which  would  excite  ^r^at  iermwMion 
throughout  the  Country,  9s  well  us  oppoiitioo 
on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  wbea  its  political 
consequences  came  to  be  well  appreciated  aod 
understood.  He  even  repeatedly  predicted, 
that  it  would  probably  overturn  thB  Ministry 
of  I>ord  North  and  Fox.  Impressed  with 
these  sentiments,  he  exhorted  his  Nephew^ 
the  Duke  of  -Dorsetf  who  arrived  in  Ixmdon 
from  Paris,  so<m  after  the  Sessi<m  opened  i  to 
be  cautious  how  he  i^gaged  himself  too  far 
in  suf^^orting  it,  till  he  had  ascertained  and 
sounded  the  ground.  The  Xkike  profited  of 
the  Advice.  Lord  Sackville,  besides  his  own 
vote,  and  his  Brother-in-law  Lord  Milton's 
Broxy,  of  which,  from  his  influence  over  that 
NoUemaa's  mind,  he  might  be  said  to  dis- 
pose, in  the  same  House  of  Piaxliament; 
brought  in  gratuitously  two  Members  at  East 
Grimtead ;  -^  £w  he  had  a  mind  too  noble 
ever  to  sell  either  of  the  Seiats  j  -*^  thtis  com- 
manding or  influencing  fow  Voltes,  in  addition 
to  his  own  pecsonal  weight  and  oomi^ioM. 

During  doue  Chrislmas  reoesi^  after  the  ad- 
jonmment  of  the  two  Housiesit  having  quitted 
Londosi^  he  meat  down  to  bis  Seat  at  Dr^<- 
ioo.    Mr.  Fitt  havinginpUed  to  a  Member  «f 
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the  Hoase  of  Peers,  requesting  his  exertions 
to  procure  Lord  Sa^kville's  pei«onal  atten-i 
dance  and  support,  at  a  moment  of  such  diffi* 
culty ;  he  mentioned  my  name  to  the  Minis- 
ter, as  a  person  capable,  from  the  friendship 
with  which  Lord  Sackville  honored  me,  of 
facilitating  his  wishes  on  the  subject  The 
Nobleman  in  question  having  subsequently 
called  on  me,  at  a  very  late  hour  of  the  night, 
of  the  29th  of  December,  after  I  was  iii  bed, 
aquainted  me  with  the  above-mentioned  cir- 
cumstances. Impelled  by  the  wish  of  serving 
Mr.  Pitt,  J  waited  on  Mni  at  his  Brother 
Lord  Chatham's  House  in  Berkeley  Square, 
next  Mornings  and  at  Im  desire  undertook 
the  sfervice.  But  I  candidly  informed  him 
at  the  same  time,  that,  from  my  knowledge 
of  Lord  Sackville's  sentiments,  and  for  the 
obvious  reasons  which  must  render  L^ord 
Howe,  as  well  as  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen, 
who  were  both  Members  of  the  New  Admi- 
nistrtttion,  personally  disd;asteful  to  him;  I 
doubted  his  compliance,  unless  the  sdicita^ 
tions  were  sustained  from  various  quarters. 
And  1  exhorted  him,  not  only  to  write,  him- 
self, to  Lord  Sackyille,  but  to  procure  similar 
applications  from  histlaree  personal  Friends 
in  the  Cabinet)  l&e  ChanceUort  the  Lord 

4 


508  HISTORICAL  [1785;^ 

President,  and  Lord  Sydney,  Mr.  Pitt  rea-^ 
dily  adopted  the  suggestion.  I  then  assured 
him  that  I  would  set  off  on  the  following  Bay; 
it  being  previously  settled,  that  the  Messen- 
ger, who  was  to  be  charged  with  the  ministe- 
rial letters  for  Drayton,  should  not  pass  me 
oh  the  road,  but  allow  me  to  arrive  before  him 
at  my  destination. 

On  the  ensuing  Morning,  being  the  31st  of 
December,  I  left  London  very  early,  in  order 
to  have  time  to  see  and  to  converse  with  the 
Duke  of  Dorset,  in  my  way  to  I/>rd  Sack- 
ville.  The  Duke  was  then  on  a  visit  at  Lord 
Salisbury's,  at  Hatfield.  I  acquainted  him 
with  the  object  of  my  journey,  in  the  success 
of  which  he  co-operated  with  all  his  exertions. 
It  was  past  ten  at  night  when  I  reached 
Drayton,  in  most  inclement  weather.  Lord 
Sackville,  whom  I  found  engaged  at  Chess 
with  his  youngest  Daughter,  expressed  some 
surprize  at  my  first  entrance  into  the  Apart^ 
ment.  But  his  natural  penetration  soon 
led  him  to  conceive,  that  my  visit  at  such  a 
Season,  must  have  a  deeper  motive  than 
friendship  or  amusement.  As  soon  as  we 
were  alone,  I  therefore  told  him  the  cause 
of  my  unexpected  Arrival,  and  related  every 
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oiiscumstance  that  had  taken  place,  except 
tla^e. advice  ;which  I  had  offe];ed  Mr.  Pitt, 
rejecting  applications  from  his  Friends  in 
the  Cabin^et  Next  day,  the  Messenger 
brought  the  Dispatches ;  and  Lord  Sackville, 
after  perusing  them,  returned  the  answer 
which  Ihadforeseen,  namely,  that  <*  though 
'<  he  would  accept  no  Office  under  Ministry, 
<<  nor  ask  any  favour  from  the  Administra* 
<^  jtipn  recently  formed ;  yet,  that  his  Prin- , 
*^  (ciples,  and  .the.  dutiful  submission  that 
^<  he  felt  towards  His  Majesty,  would  impel 
^<  .him  to  give  every  support  to  the  New  Go- 
^\  vemment,  in  the  present  arduous  Crisis  of 
**  affairs/'  He  punctually  performed  this 
promise,  evincing  himself  a  steady  Friend  to 
the  Ministry,  during  the  whole  future  pro- 
gress of  the  eventfid  Contest  then  carrying  on 
in  Parliament. 

.  It  was  not,  however,  by  individual  applica^ 
tions  of  wy  kind,  nor  even  by  private  exertions 
and  assistance,  however  successful  they  might 
be,  nor  by  the  interference  of  the  Sovereign 
himself,,  that.  Mr/ Pitt  could  have  been  mai^- 
tained  in.  Office*  The  Public,  and  the  Public 
oply,  enabled  him  to  defeat  tiie  powerful  Pha- 
l^n}^  drsiwn  up  against  him.  During  the  two  first 
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weelcs  of  December,  while  the  late  of  the 
«« India  Bill^  remained  still  doubtful  the  Com^ 
mittee  of  Proprietors,  which  sat  unintennit* 
tingly  in  Leadenhall  Street,  sounded  the  alainn 
from  one  end  of  the  Kingdom,  to  the  other  ex- 
tremity. A  Member  of  that  Committee,  who 
took  an  active  part  in  their  Deliberations,  m- 
sured  me,  that  in  the  circular  letters  which . 
they  addressed  to  almost  every  Town  or  Cor- 
porate Body  throughout  Great  Britain,  they 
contented  themselves  with  ss^ing  in  few 
words,  "  Oiir  Property  and  Charter  are  for- 
"  cibly  invaded.  Look  to  your  own."  A 
copy  of  Fox's  Bill,  enclosed,  which  served  as 
the  best  Commentary  on  the  text,  soon  pro- 
duced a  corresponding  and  general  effect. 
Ridicule  and  Satyre  joined  their  aid  to  ex- 
pose the  ^  Coalition."  Two  Prints  in  particu- 
lar, conceived  with  admirable  humour,  were 
circulated  throughout  the  Metropolis.  In  one. 
Fox,  under  the  Character  of  a  "  political  Samp- 
**  «on,"  appeared  carrying  away  on  his  «houl* 
ders  the  India  House,  that  he  had  pulled 
down ;  out  of  the  windows  of  which  Edifice, 
the  terrified  Directors  were  endeavouring  to 
efifect  their  escape.  The  other  Print,  deno* 
xninated  ^  The  triumphal  entry  of  Cario  Khan 
•«  intoDelhi J*' displs^ed  the  Secretaryof States 
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habited  in  the  Costume  of  a  Mogul  Emperor^ 
seated  on  an  Elephant,  whose  countenance  bore 
amcAt  striking  resemblance  to  Lord  North; 
and  preceded  by  Burke,  as  his  Trumpeter. 
It  is  difficult  to  conceive  the  moral  operation 
and    wide    diffusion   of    these    Caricatures, 
through  every  part  of  the  Country.     About 
the  dose  of  the  year,  the  new  First  Minister 
exhibited,  (perhaps  not  without  profound  de« 
sign,)  a  proof  of  Power,  which  his  predecessors 
had  never  been  able  to  display ;  in  elevating 
his  relation  and  active  supporter,  Mr.  Thomas 
Pitt,  to  the  Peerage.      Before  the  Month  of 
January  had  elapsed,   two  other  individuals 
were  raised  by  him  to  the  same  Dignity.     He 
probably  meant  to  shew  his  Adherents,    as 
well  as  his  Opponents^  in  the  House  of  Corn- 
mom,  the  fficility  with  which  he  disposed  of  the 
Honors  of  the  Crown,  withheld  by  the  Sove* 
reign  from  the  **  Coalition }''  and  consequently 
the  rewards  which  might  attend  the  early  re* 
pairing  to  the  royal  Standard.    In  order  to 
counteract  this  display  oi  Ministerial  favor^ 
and  to  keep  their  forces  together,  his  Antago* 
nists  were  said  to  have  promised  a  long  list  of 
contingent  British  Peerages,  exceeding  thirty 
in  number,  to  their  principsl  friends  in  the 
Lowdr  House.    The  names  of  these  Qent)e<* 
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men  -were  in  general  circulation}  and  the 
greater  part  of  them  have  since,  at  difierent 
periods  subsequent  to  the  French. Revolution, 
received  from  Pitt  the  Boon,  wliich  they  had 
failed  to  obtain  from  the  Coalition  Adminis- 
tration. 

1784.  i2th  January.]  Whatever  favorable 
effect,  the  Peerage  conferred  by  the  Minister 
on  Mn  Thomas  Pitt,  .might  produce  within 
the  walls  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  an  act 
which  he. performed  soon  afterwards,  operated 
far  more  beneficially  for  him.  without  doors, 
on  the  minds. of  the  Public.  Sir  Edward 
Walpole's  death  having  vacated  the  lucrative 
post  of  Clerk  of  the  Pells  in  the  Exchequer; 
Pitt,  instead  of  taking  it  for  himself,  or  con» 
ferring  it  on  his  Brother  Lord  Chatham,  as 
might  not  only  have  seemed  natural  and  ve^- 
nial,  but  as  he  -was  urged  to  do  by, his  po- 
litical friends ;  immediately  gave  it  to  Colonel 
Barr6,  in  order  to  extinguish  the  ample  Pen- 
sion enjoyed  by  him  ever  since  Lord  Shel- 
bume's  accession  to  power.  So  imusual  a 
proof  of  superiority  to  pecuniary  temptation, 
exhibited  by  a  man  destitute  of  patrimonial 
JPortune;  even  though  it  might  have  originated 
in  deep  policy ».  more  than  in  disinterestedness, 
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as  his  enemies  asserted  or  insinuated;  yet 
attracted  just  admiration,  and  extorted  ge- 
neral applause.  Fox,  nevertheless,  while  he 
admitted  the  abstract  merit  of  the  action  it- 
self, did  not  reprobate  with  less  severity,  the 
principles  on  which  Pitt  had  acquired  posses- 
sion of  Office.  Nor  did  he  display  with  less  os- 
tentation, on  the  day  when  the  House  of  Com- 
mons met,  after  its  short  Adjournment,  the 
unlimited  command  that  he  exercised  over  the 
Majority  of  that ,  Assembly.  Of  this  empire 
he  gave  the  most  convincing  proof,  by  not 
only,  in  Parliamentary  language,  taking  pos- 
session of  the  House  when  it  re-assembled ; 
but,  by  precluding  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  subversion  of  all  usage,  from 
being  heard,  though  charged  ^th  a  Message 
from  the  King,  till  Fox  had  submitted  and 
carried  five  Resolutions,  in  a  Committee  on 
iJie  State  of  the  Nation.  Three  of  these,  he 
moved,  himself.  The  other  two,  he  delegated 
to  Lord  Surrey,  who  was  said  to  have  been 
selected  from  among  the  numerous  Candidates 
for  Parliamentary  Service,  in  consequence  of 
a  classic  recommendation.  It  having  been 
a^ttated  at  the  Meeting  of  the  Opposition,  held 
on  the  preceding  Evening,  at  Burhngton 
House. }  what  individual  to  choose  for  bring- 
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ing  forward  two  of  the  Resolutions  next  day, 
in  the  House  of  Commons ;  one  of  the  per- 
sons present,  on  being  appealed  to  for  his 
opinion,  exclaimed  with  Bichardj 

/<  Saddle  black  iStirr^  for  the  field  to  morrow!" 

Throughout  the  whole  Debate  wiuxsh  took 
place  on  that  occasion.  Fox  appeared  as  the 
Arbiter  of  the  scene,  propdling,  restraining, 
and  directing  the  machine,  according  to  his 
volition;  while  the  Minister,  sustaiMd  onfy 
by  the  vast  powers  of  his  mind,  and  a  con- 
sciousness of  possessing  equally  the  Koyal,  and 
the  popular  favor,  strug^ed  vainly  against  the 
current.  He  was,  with  his  followers,  borne 
away  by  its  violence,  after  making  an  eloquent 
and  masterly  appeal  to  the  candor  df  his  au- 
dience. One  of  Lord  Surrey^s  Motions,  cal- 
culated to  stigmatize  the  King  personally,  as 
having  permitted  "  his  sacred  Name  to  be 
<*  unconstitutionally  used,  in  order  to  affect 
«  the  Deliberations  of  Parliament}*^  was^ voted 
by  a  very  considerable  Macjority,  m  a  crowded 
House,  at  sevlsn  o'clock  in  the  mciming.^  Yet, 
eveh' amidst  So  cohi^icudus.  a  triumpfa,  IFpx 
might  find  subject  for.  just  ^^ehensioc!,  in  his 
4keady  diminished  numbei:^.^  ilii^teadr  of*  di* 
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vidiag,  aj»he  had  done  before  the  Recess,  near- 
ly two,  to  one  upoa  almost  eveiy  Questiof),  He 
carried  the  fir^t  Division  agaiast  Administra* 
tion,  upoii  ^*  goiqg  Jntd  the  Committee  on 
"  the  Order  of  the  Day/*  by  orxlythirty^mnej 
though  foqr  hundrfed  aijid  twenty>-five  Mem? 
hers  voted  on  the  occasion.  Lord  Surrey's 
Motion '  passed^  it  is  true,  by  Jift^foter ;  but, 
ai&  oaly  three  hundred  aQd  thirty-eight  per«> 
son$  vdted  on  that  Question,  it  appeared  evi- 
dent tb^t  tbe  angmeotation  on  the  side  of 
Opposition,  aarose;  from  the  better-  discipline 
and  closer  attendance  enforced  dmdngjJiheir 
followers,'  iban  was  observed 'byi  the  adhe- 
rents i^- Government.  When  Fox^  elated  by 
his  adviintage,:  atteoifxiked,  four  days  j  after- 
wiards^  on  th)ei'i6ti[i  of  January,  to  nioke)  the 
House  dedam,  that  ff.tfae  Continuiaace:  of 
".  Ministers  in  .OfSce, :  was  contrary.. to  the 
'^Prineifdes  of  the  CcHistitntion;^'  he  found 
lusMaj<»ity. declined  toi  tSBoesffA^-cmfOn  a  Di* 
vierion  wh^ere :  three  hmich;ed  and  eighty-nin^^ 
Memb^rsr  voted.  His.Baxliamenjtaiy  ABcmA^ 
aacy  th«re&re  pialpably  rested  on  a  most  pre^ 
carious  and  decapng  foundation*^ 

Never,  in  the  History  of  Parfiaaaent,  were 
Debates  conduoted^wiili  mor«  aspei^ty  and 
L  L  a 
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personal  recriminatjion,  than  during  the  period 
of  Pitt's  and  Fox's  contest  for  power.  Ac- 
cusations the  most  futile  and  unbecoming, 
were  preferred  on  both  sides,  with,  the  view 
of  rendering  each  other  odious  to  the  Nation. 
Sir  Richard  Hill,  Member  for  Shropshire, 
fdiimadverted  with  some  severity,  on  the  at- 
tendance, and  marks  of  interest  exhibited  by 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  wbfle  present  in  the  lower 
House.  His  Royal  Highness,  though  from 
deference  to  his  Father's  avowed  wishes,  he 
had  absented  himself  on  the  day  when  **  the 
<^  East  India  Bill "  was  finally  rejected  in  the 
House  of  Peers ;  yet  did  not  the  less  retain 
his  predilection  for  its  authors.  His  presence 
in. the  House  of  Commons,  might  therefore 
be  considered  as  indirectly  encouraging  to 
Fox  and  ^<  the  Coalition."  Frederic,  Prince 
of.  Wales,  his  Grrand&ther,  had  however 
giv^n  tiie  same  marks  of  partiality  to  the  Mi- 
nority which  drove  Sir  Robert  Walpole  from 
power,  in  the  beginning  of  1743,  without 
exciting  any  comment  or  disapprobation. 
Pulteney,  then  at  the  head  of  Opposition, 
even  alluded  in  one  of  his  Speeches,  to  his 
consciousness  of  the  august  Personage  before 
whom  he  f^ke.  Sir  Richard  Hill  was  one  of 
the.  most  upright,  disinterested,  and  honest. 
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men  who  ever  sat  in  Parliament.  Andrew 
Marvel  was  not  more  incorrupt :  but  his  re- 
ligious  cast  of  character  laid  him  open  to  the 
shafts  of  ridicule.  The  "  RoUiad  "  describes 
him  as 

«  Friend  of  King  George,  but  of  King  Jesus  more." 

In  the  same  Manner,  the  Earl  of  Dartmoutl^ 
while  a  Member  of  Lcard  North's  Cabinet, 
being  likewise  known  to  entertain  very  deep 
sentiments  of  Religion,  had  obtained  from 
the  Opposition,  the  nick-name  of  « the  Psalm 
Singer.'' 

.  The  indecorous  personality  of  Debate  that 
distinguished  the  Lower  House,  during  this 
extraordinary  crisis  of  affiiirs,  produced  scenes 
apparently  unbecoming  the  Assembly  where 
they  originated,  and  such  as  we  would  vainly 
expect  to  find  in  more  tranquil  periods  of  our 
Parliamentary  History.  General  Ross  rising 
in  his  place,  accused  a  Lord  of  the  Bed- 
chamber, the  Earl  of  Gedloway,  with  endea- 
vouring to  influence  his  Vote,  by  allusions  or 
direct  intimations  of  the  royal  displeasure  at 
his  supporting  "  the  Coalition."  Lord  Gal- 
lowa}r's  Brother,  the  Honorable  Keith  Stewart, 
read  a  written  denial  c^  the  assertion :  but 
L  L  3 
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the  General  persbted  in  maintainiiig  the 
charge.  Lampoons,  a  wezipon  in  the  manage- 
meht  of  iidbich,  tiie  Opposition,  unqnestion- 
ably  excelled  their  opponents^  >iirere  circulated 
with  great  assiduity  and  effect.  In  one  of 
them, .  Stewart  was  thus  apostrophized ; 

<^  Gaptain  Keith,  Captain  Kdth, 
•  Keep  your  tongue  in  your  .teeth, 
'    Lest  your  Bedchamber  secrets.betray. 
And  if  you  want  more. 
Why,  my  bold  Commodore, 
You  may  borrow  of  Lord  Galloway/* 

Keith  Stewart  had  incurred  some  censure 
or  reflexions,  perhaps  unjustly,  during  the 
War  with  Holland,  for  having  allowed  a  home- 
ward bound  Dutch  shipof  war  to  slip  through 
the  Downs,  and  reach  the  Texel,  while  he 
was  said  to  have  been  on  shore  at  Deal.  His 
Brother,  Lord  Galloway,  having  very  defec- 
tive teeth,  it  was  well  known,  used  a  <^m- 
plete  set  of  artificial  teejth.  Sir  Richard  Hill, 
who  almost  always  drew  his  allusions  or  au- 
thorities from  Holy  Writ,  endeavoured  to 
prove  the  benefit  of  secret  Influence,  by  ad- 
ducing the  instances  of  Haman  and  of  Mw- 
decai.  "The  honest  Israelite,**  be  ob- 
served,    "  repaired  privately  to  Courts  and 
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•*  Averted  the  danger  which .  threatened  the 
"  People  of  God  from  Haman's  Ambition ; 
^*  who  being  driven  from  the  Cabinet,  was 
«  iBnaliy  suspended  from  a  Gibbet/*  Even 
Mr.  Dundas,  who  might  have  been  esteemed 
incapable  of  descending  to  such  modes  of  at- 
tack ;  yet,  referring  to  Lee*s  very  imprudent 
assertion,  that  "  a  Charter  was  only  a  Scroll  of 
«  Parchment,  with  a  piece  of  wax  dangling 
"  to  it;"  observed,  that  it  had  been  asked, 
<<  What  was  the  great  harm  of  hanging  an 
"  Attorney  General  ?  An  hanged  Attorney 
"  General^  was  only  a  carcase  dangling  at  the 
^  end  ef  a  rope/'  Sheridan,  however,  retorted 
en  him  with  equal  ability  and  severity,  for 
this  Metaphor.  Lord  North  accused  the  Mi- 
nisters  with  canvassing  for  Votes,  from  one 
extremity  of  the  kii^gdom,  to  thfe  oth^r :  an 
imputation  repeated  m  still  stronger  language 
by  General  Conway,  who  denominated  their 
Agents,  Rat  Catchers;  but,, which  Charge 
was  repelled  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, as  -destitute  of  proof.  On  the  other 
hand^  Bigby  complained  that  Robinson,  in  the 
aatidpatioB  of  a  speedy  Dissolution  of  Parlia- 
menty  had  made  use  of  Ministerial  influence 
to  afieet  the  future  Electiop  of  a  Member  for 
the  Bi^«ugh  of  Harwich^  thmi^  he  did  not 
L  L  4 
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thitk  proper  to  ground  any  specific  Motioff 
on  his  Complaint. 

Alluding  to  the  reflexions  thrown  out  by 
Sir  Richard  Hill,  on  the  Prince  of  Wales,  far 
attending  Questions  under  agitation  in  that 
House,  Fox  exclaimed  with  warmth,  "God 
"  forbid,  that  Royal  Personage  should  not 
**  participate  in  its  pditical  concerns!  Where 
"  can  he  so  well  imbibe  a  knowledge  of  the 
"  principles  of  our  Constitution,  as  within 
"  these  walls  ?  How  can  he  better  illustrate 
«*  the  excellence  of  his  Character,  than  by 
*^  thus  blending  personal  respect  for  the  King 
"  his  Father,  with  attachment  to  his  Coun- 
"  try  ?*'  Not  deterred  by  such  observations, 
from  animadverting  on  other  circumstances 
connected  with  His  Royal  Highnesses  personid 
appearance  under  the  Gallery;  the  new  Trea^ 
surer  of  the  Navy  remarked  hypothetically, 
that  "  if  the  great  Personage  in  question,  not 
*'  content  with  merely  listening  to  the  Debates, 
**  should  on  any  occasion  testify  by  his  beha- 
"  viour  or  gesticulations,  while  in  the  House,  a 
"  predilection  or  partiality  for  any  set^  of 
«  men  ;  such  marks  of  his  preference  would 
"  be  unbecoming,  and  might  operate  as  a 
*«  means    of  influence,"     No   answer   was 
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given) to  the  supposed  case  thus  ctoted  :  but 
Lord  North,  in  the  course  of  the  Evening, 
after  expatiating  on  the  eminent  virtues  of 
1^6  Heir  Apparent,  expressed  a  becoming  ad- 
miration at  <'  his  attending  the  House  of 
<^  Commons,  where  he  might  imbibe  the  true 
<<.  ^rit  of  ow  Constitution,  and  beconie  ac- 
<<  quainted  with  the  nature  of  this  limited 
^Government,  rather  than  listening  to  flat- 
<<  terers."  The  Comments  on  this  delicate 
subject,  proceeded  no  further,  and  were  not 
renewed  during  the  remainder  of  the  Par- 
liament. . 

x6th  January.]  The  City  of  London  led 
the  way  to  the  rest  of  the  Kingdom,  by  going 
up  at  this  Juncture  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne, 
with  an  Address, .  thanking  His  Majesty,  for 
the  very  interference,  which  the  House  of 
Commons  had  pronounced  to  be  subversive  of 
the  Constitution.  They  retorted  at  the  same 
time^  upon  the  framers  of  Fox's  India  BiU, 
the>  charge  of  **  raising  a  power  unknown  to 
*<  this  free  Goyemment,  and  highly  inimical 
**  to  its  safety."  Encouraged  by  such  une- 
quivocal dempnstrations  of  the  affection  of  the 
Metropolis,  and  of  the  corresponding  defection 
in  the  Rwks  of  the  Opposition,  Pitt  ventured 
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to  propose  another  East  India  Ml,  t  fraoied  bjr 
himself^  the  second  reading  otf  which  took  place 
on  the  23d  of  January. '  All  the  facultieB  of  the 
two  great  Leaders,  who  had  originated  those 
respective  Measiiries;  were  exelted  in  the  slU 
tack  and  the'  d6fende  of  Pittas  BilU  which  was 
rejected  only  b^  eight  Votes,  out  ^f  •fom'  hun- 
dred and    thirty-six    pe)?Sons   wh(^    divided. 
Such,   indeed,    Was   Fox^^    consciousnesa  of 
these  Victories  finally  tentoinatmg  in  Defeat, 
that  no  sooner  had  he  thrown  out  the  Bill  of 
the  Minister,  than  he  moved  fbr  leave  to  in- 
troduce  his  own  Bill  a  second  time ;  but,  so 
changed  and  modified  in  its  leading  Princi- 
ples, as  to  be  scarcely  recognizable  for  the 
same  Measure.    He  unquestionably  percetved 
when*  too  late,  iiie  error  into  which  hisi own 
ill  regulated  Ambition,  propelled  by  Burke's 
ardent  and  theoretical  Spirit,  had  precipitated 
the  Party.     In  order  therefore  to  coneiltate.. 
the  Favour  of  the  House,  and  of  the  (3oantry, 
to  the  Measure,  he  now  o:fered  to  abandon 
almost  all  its  obnoxious  provisions  j  parlicu- 
iarly  the  Patronage,  %hich  had  eilciciiited  so 
much  bWbquy^ind  clamour.  'There  remained 
only  t^t^o  fundamental  priilCiJ)liBs  0*  features, 
^hibh  he  declared  Ulmself  linable  m  t^mat ; 
Aamdy;  the  permanency  <tf  the-Syd««  far 


the  Goveanmdaat  of  India^.  iinder<  PaHiamen-^ 
taay  Authority?;  and .  secondly,  that:  the  su^ 
pr^ne  Omtoml  itself /fihauld  hsi  asrtabKfihed, 
notioQilie  Ga<ig^s,.but:h£re:at home: :  The 
pfoposition,  /fao^everi.  afqieared  ta  be  .no  Ion- 
gecsoatdd  to  the  Exigexicy.  lit  is  impossible 
not  to  accuse  Fox  of  want  of .  jq dgsnent, 
thniv^hout  <every  part,  of'  the ;  transa^jtions 
Minch  led  to  his  ministerial  do^m&llk!  A 
cautious,  or  a  temperate  PoUtician,  .would 
not  have  furnished  the  Sovereign,  to  whom 
he  was  personally  unaccep1;able,  with)  the 
means  of  pcecipitnting  him  from  the  eleyatioo 
to  whidh  he  had  attained  with  so  mii^  lai^our. 
Had  the  '5  Coalition''  made,  a  judicious  and 
moderate  use  of  their  power^  the  Kiiig^  how- 
ever he  n^ght. have  lamented. his  situation^ 
could,  not  have  liberated  himseif  from  their 
yoioei .  They  .enabled  him^  by  their  errors  to 
emancipate  himself  When  we  reflect  that 
another  Coalition^  formied  by  Lords.Gr^ville 
and  Grey^  in  1807,.  uninstriicted  by  expe- 
lience,  renewed  and  exhibited  newly  the 
same  errors  followed  by  the  same  results,  it 
affinrds  ni>  cotaimon  matter  of  aiBtdnishment*. 

After  the  irejection  of  the  Mii^iater's  SiU 
fw  the  Government  of  India^  F,Q%f  :sp$ktained 
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bj.  Members  in  various  parts  of  the  Hoiue, 
^ideavoured  to  force  from  Pitt  an  explicit 
Declaration  of  his  intentions  relative  to  a 
Dissolution  of  Parliament :  but  neither  inter- 
rogatories nor  menaces  coidd  prevail  overiiis 
Determination  to  observe  a  profound  silence 
on  that  point.  He  was  with  difficulty  in- 
ducedy  on  the  following  day,  to  fguarantee 
the  Existence  of  the  House  of  Cofiunons, 
e^n  for  eight  and  forty  hours. 

^  a^d  January.]  Notivithstanding  the  rising 
indignation  of  the  Capital  and  the  Country, 
which  every  day  manifested  itself  with  aug- 
menting Energy,  in  favour  of  Administration.; 
yet  the  Minister's  situation  at  this  juncture^ 
equally  painful  in  itself^  as  it  was  without  pre- 
cedent, appeared  to  be  at  times  not  wholly  ex- 
empt from  personal  Danger.  Fox  might  be  said^ 
without  either  Metaphor  or  exaggeration,  to 
hold  suspended  over  his  head,  the  severest 
marks  of  the  indignation  of  an  offended  House 
of  Commons.  His  removal  from  the  King's 
Presence  and  Councils, ,  as  an  Enemy  to  his 
Country ;  his  Impeachment,  or  his  Commit- 
ment to  the  Tower ;  —  any,  or  all  of  these  pro- 
positions might  probably^  nay  might  certainly 
have  been  ^carried,   in  moments  of .  efi^rves^. 
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cence>  when  the  passions^of  a  Popular  Assemr- 
bly,  inflamed. by  such  a  Conductor  as  Fox, 
seemed  to  be  ripe  for  any  act  of  violence. 
The  irritation  and  impatience  produced  by 
Debates,  protracted  or  repeated  night  after 
ni^t, .  rendered  his  followers  susceptible  of 
impressions  the  most  hostile  to  the  Minister ; 
who,  in  sullen  Majesty,  or  in  contumelious 
Silence,  heard,  unmoved,  their  clamorous  De- 
nunciations, seated  calmly  on  the  Treasury 
Bench.  Mr.  Pitt  displayed  in  that  situation, 
during  successive  weeks,  a  combination  of 
fortitude,  self-possession,  and  ability,  which  I 
never  recollect  witiiout  admiration*  He  did 
not  indeed  manifest  the  suavity,  amenity^ 
and  wit,  of  Lord  North,  or  of  Sheridan.  But, 
always  preserving  the  command  of  himself, 
he  was  never  led  into  deviations  from  cau- 
tion and  prud^ice,  even  when  ha  seemed 
most  to  set  at  defiance  the  menaces  of  his 
Adversaries.  If  we  reflect  on  his  period  of 
life,  our  surprize  is  augmented.  He  consti- 
tuted indeed  in  himself,:  the  Administration 
winch  he  defended ;  and.whidi,  .without  him^ 
could  not  have  been  maintained  in  existence- 
It  may  naturally  be  asked  why  Fox,  hold- 
ing: in  his  hand  so  powerful  an  Ei^ne  as  the 
Majority  of  a  House  i)f  Commons,  which  Asr 
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^embfy,  he;  wtall.  knew,  mighb'  erery  (jbiy  be 
dissolmd ;    and  the  individuali  Membgis  qoxo- 
posn^r  which  saperiority,  he  .saw  dimimshkig 
after  ..ahnost,  exery.  Debate   or  Division^    in 
conse^qirace .  df .  l;he  imtiiral  ofteratiiHi  of  a 
vsnefy  of  obvious  causes  ^  jetahoiddtnever 
irave  let  fall  its  vengeanoe  on  the  Head  efithe 
Minister^ 'Whom  he  apparently  iield  in  his 
-Powevc?    Why;. '  when  he  saw  aji  the  onifoiary 
expaitehts  exhauisied  .  or  ite£fectual»    which 
M^ht^^mpd  the  Kfng!- to  dismiss*  his  Admi- 
nistration, or  induce  the 'Ministry  to  resign; 
did  he^tatnely  w^t,  till  Mr.vf%tt's  Measures 
being  ripe^  aild  (^  Country  having  declared 
^most  unanimously  on  his  sidev  a  Biss^ution 
reduced  the    <<  Coaiition''   to  insigmfi<)aHce, 
and  overwhelitted  their  ill-coneerted  schemes 
for  perpetuating  their  Authority?  Foxwsmted 
neither  v%or,  decision,   ncor  inclination,  to 
have  anticipated  his  owii  downfall^  and  the 
elctinction  of  his'anUbitious  plans.-   Nor  could 
he  deceive  himsdfijrelative.  to<  the  pc^tical 
destruietion.  which  impended  over  the  ^<  Co- 
^^  alitiltt^"  if  ,tibey  cfid  not  prove  victorious 
in  the  actiral  ^conti^t.    How  then  are  we  to 
explain  this  seeming  contradiction  ? 


Fox  possessed  nojabaohitef  eertaintyintfae  first 
place,  wiiat«fvenhe;nu^  beiteve,  that  the  same 
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Majority  which;  had  supported  him  im  voting 
Remonstrancei^  to  the  Throne,  would  either 
stop  the  SifppUes,or  carry  up  an  Address  forMr«^ 
Htt's  reanoval.  Various  Country  Gentlemen 
called  for  a  Union,  and  thought  that  no  Ad- 
ministration from  which  he  should  be. exclud- 
ed, was  equal  to  the  National  Emergency. 
Even.many  of  Fox's  Supportarsrapsongihem, 
deprecated  all  ^ctremities.  They  might  abajv 
don  lmn«  He  might  therefore  be  lefl  m  a  Mi- 
nority, and  all  his  consequence,  as  the  Head  of 
a  great  Party,  would  thus  be  lost  by  one  ini- 
prudent  Step.  But  granting  however,  as  se^otied 
most  probable,  that  he  should  carry  a  personal 
Question  against  Mr.  Pitt,  by  ten,  twenty,  or 
thirty  Votes,  in  -a  Crowded  House;  what 
would  be  the  inevitaUe  effect  c^  such  a  vic- 
tory? That  the  King,  sustained  by  the  voice 
of  the  Country,  and  not  susceptible  of  Fear, 
when  he  believed  himself  td  be  acting  li^t ; 
instead  df  dismissing  his  Ministers,  Would  diV 
solve  the  Parliament,  atidcon£derntly  a^eal  to 
the  Pleqple,  against  rtheir  ^wailepresiaitativfls; 
Inthat  case,  Fov^£rnia  atibaining^his  object, 
would  olily  have  ac^el»ated  a  Bissdyution.; 
and  would  afford  tolus  Antagonist,  avplausSile^ 
if  not  a  solid  i^duse^iifqr  advising  the  :St>Y^ 

y^r^gii:^to  adopt  that/ MwHire.    Ickm  wejrt 
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unquestionably,  the  real  causes  of  Fox's  ap- 
parent moderation.  Nor  did  Pitt,  on  the 
•other  hand,  want  motives  equally  powerful  in 
restraining  him  from  any  precipitate  move- 
ment.  The  County  Members  who  supported 
him,  were  adverse  to  a  Dissolution,  unless 
circumstances  rendered  it  indispensable.  Ey 
temporizing  and  protracting,  however  irksome, 
and  even  in  some  degree  humiliating,  might 
be  considered  his  Situation  in  Parliament ;  he 
gave  time .  for  the  pubHc  Sentiment  to  be 
loudly,  as  well  as  generally  pronounced,  and 
.  couid  avail  himself  of  it  at  any  moment. 
Such  were  the  considerations  which  mutually 
withheld  the  two  Chiefs  from  proceeding  to 
extremities,  tilLthe  natural  and  unavoidable 
progress  of  Affitirs,  produced  the  final.  Con- 
summation. 

26th  January.]  The  idea  of  endeavouring 
to  recondle  two  Men,  who  combined  in  their 
Characters,  ahnost  all  the  great  Endowments 
fitted  for  Government ;  if  it  could  be  realized, 
seemed  apparently  pregnant,  at  first,  view, 
with  incalculable  benefit  to  the  Country. 
Some  Individuals  of  .respectability  in  the 
House. of  Commons,  impelled  by  these  feel- 
mgs,  undertook  the  Experiment.:    However 
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specious  in  Th^wy,  it  nevertheless  proved  im# 
practicable,  and  only  served  to  desxionstrate 
the  futility  of  the  attempt  The  St.  Mban'g 
Tavern  became  the  scene  of  this  Exhilntioiu 
to  which  place  repaired  about  sixty  or  more 
Membei^,  distinguished  for  Character,  large 
Property,  and  Uprightness  of  Intention* 
Though  they  chose  Mr.  Thomas  Grosyenor  fm: 
their  nominal  Chairman^  their  Delibei'ations 
and  Prdceec^gs  were  chiefly  conducted  by 
two  Qentlemen,  who  l\ad  already,  on  various 
Occasions,  taken  a  Lead  in  the  Debates  carried 
on  within  the  walls  of  the  House,  The  firsts 
tl^  Honourable  ^  Charles.  M^rsham,  Sdn  and 
Heir  of  Lord  Ronmey,.  though  a  Man  by  no 
means  prepossessing  or  ec^aging  in  his  Man* 
hers,  which: were  coarse  and  rude;  attracted 
deservedly  general  consideration  in  his  P34V 
liamentaiy  Capacity,  The  other,  Mn  Powis^i 
Member  ;for  the  County  of  Northamptop^ 
whq  commonly  prefi^ced  his  Speeches,  on  oc* 
casions  of  interest,  by  a  copious  discharge  of 
tears,  which  he  seemed  to  command  at  will  j 
challenged  attention  from  his  recoghiced  i|i» 
tegdty,  and  assumed  impartiality.  The  Duke 
of  ^Portland,  as  nominal  head  of  one  Party^ 
and  Pitt,  as  Leader  of  the  other,  affected 
equally  to  receive  with  deference  the  proposi* 

VOL,  II.  M  M     ^ 
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fcfonsinade  to  fiftdv  oa  thefMdti  of  the  wssod^ 
abed  Meariicrg.  lt<sprobable»  howevef»  t^ 
tihe  fiuke^  in  this  profession,  nught  bettQie 
aiiiacre  than  the  Muuster.  IHfficulttes  luid 
oiifcctiinis,  oth^  to  a  pnsonid  mterview,  or  to 
a  neil^ocurtioii,  Mrere  started  in  tutu  by  bodi. 
PfttnAidng  to  reaiffu  or  evan  to  hear  of  a  utr* 
tual  tmigtatiom^  which  was  required  cf  hkia,  «$ 
a.^previoos  st^  to  any  co&fi^reiice  fer  the  p«tf« 
pose  of  fommig  a&  extended  AdtaHnisteatioiii 
ilie'0>veitiires  weM  suspeilded,  ^nd^aaUy  bro% 
ken  irf^  ia  eonseqncnce  <if  these  prelimiaacy 
iMpedoiients.  Bat  the  patriotic  2Nttl  of  ^  St 
Alban^sMeetJlig^  waa^not  to  he  overooilie  l9(]r 
oiriipibrf  obstadts  J  and  dKy  vetamed  to  the 
diMge,  appaiMktibf  under  more  {sapttiQua  Aw*, 
pkwst  In  WNHi^iaiice  with  their  suggestion 
mA  wishes,  the  King  waa  evai  indaoed  to 
dend  It  messoge  to  the  Dake^ef  Xbrdand,  set 
ciMnDieiiding  a  confermce  between  hianaad 
Pitt,  wi^  a  ^riew  to  constatuke  a  Ministry,  on 
<<  a  wide  Basifii,  «9d  on jQurimtf  afuo/  torms.'' 
Instead  of  jmstamly  doimg  ^th  such  a 
ptopositionv  &Ofift  winch  neither  the  Sore^ 
ragn,  m^  the  Chanedlor  of  liie  Exchequexv 
^hiftdver  might  Imre  Jbetm  «heir  sacot^  wishes^ 
eocM  easily  recede,  witbOttt  incurring  ^the 
ittp«ti«Leii^fioi»emty ;  thr  j^uke  of  Wot^ 


laud  aad  I\ftx  4lK>B|^t  praper  td  cmwU  ihcm 
^  ttcoeputaon  of  ^^  t«rm  <'equidi"  At 
ttes  opening)  with  which  they  iurtiii^ed  him, 
K«fc  escaped,  by  reftisifig  to  d^ne  tuty  6i&> 
{Mi^iMonB,  4>efere  the  ^«)p(Med  4&%et^ew. 

Afi  Either  effiMis  were  dbandotoed  tiliere^ 
ISm%,  wHii  it  view  to  prodttec  A.p4)Ht{«d  UttidH 
between  two  Men»  whose  Hmtoil  imtao^ 
and  mtHa^-tetmed  to  have  dedved  «ffi^  'forces 
6om^eiAMioee«i^dMte0^t«i«uidetb  e&£t 
areconciliatidn.  W^  whdtevw ^oOKplilfed^y 
and  ostensible  alacrity,  Pitt  received  the  pro* 
potfttiem  for  such  a  janctitA,  it  it  difficult  to 
persuade  ourselves  t^t  be  could  oardially  dA^ 
•ire  ^beir  aeooffi^diijbi&^tit.  He  beheld  i^ 
ptiMt  fE»  which  tbey  w«]«eHb6Mendteg,  nei^ 
attained  4»d  seci»ed.  His  Attil^tiob  ited^pi^ittd 
faon  to  govdtti<alene,  wlthdut  Mi  eqatd  audi 
CcMadjufioT  in  4ke  €«^biaeC,  trip  indi  JStmgf  as 
Pox.  Their  fiMEtttal  ;iiei»iittkiation<  ti  PalUa^ 
nieiit,  wlaeh  thadlieen  M  aod{BdBi«y6  afid  f» 
lucent,  «e»tuedharffly4(^adttiit  «(f 'being  bitfitd 
in  ifts^int  obfi^On.  We  itfe  warranted  ^M* 
ibre  in  believiis^)  that  sat  acoonftddatioii,  fMcid 
oti  l»ot&  by  imperious  «{rcHiiMtan««s»  m«ltl 
have  pM¥ed  hoQoW,  ittsiiM<6Mi  iAd  of  Mi«tt 
duration..  IFhi^  appetir^^^  Adt  fi)Hned 
'Vie  2- 
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(or  acting  together,  nor  did  they  ^Ver  coalesce 
for  an  instant,  during  their  whole  remaining 
lives.  The  French  Revolution  itself,  which 
brought  over  to  Government,  as  to  an  Asylum 
against  Anarchy,  so  many  other  Individuals, 
at  whose  head  were  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
Burke,  and  Wiixdhaiq^  could  never  induce  Fox 
to  quit  the  Opposition  Bench*  He  remained 
fixed  there  above  two  and  twenty  years,  till 
P^^th  liberated  him  from  his  Antagonist; 
and  he  then  only  became  a  Minister,  when  bi3 
own  career  drew  to  its  qlose,    . 

February.]  The  Discussions  which  took 
{^ce  in  the  Hpuse  of  Commons^  between^the 
close  iOf  January,  ^'Ud  the  midcU^:  of  the  en* 
suing  Month,  though  equally  violent  and  acri- 
inonious  with  the  preceding  Debates,  con- 
tained less  msi^tter  of  interest,  or  of  novelty* 
Accusations,  levelled  against  the  <<  Fast  India 
Bili/'  from  the  Treasury  Bench ;  or  against 
eecrcit  influence,  from  the  opposite  side; 
b^gan  to  weary  their  hearers,  and  made  little 
impression*  Fox  jqontinued*  it  is  true,  master 
of  the ,  deliberations  pf  the  Irower  i  House  of 
ParliiLm^ent ;  hi^.  Majorities,  son^etimes  falling 
^^rjiow  fis,  ninet^euj  aqd  a^)0ther  times  rising 
^0  thirtyrone:   but  this  supexaority  was  fer 
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overbalanced'  by  bis  decline  m  th^  popular 
esfcfettl.  iNr6  6l«)(JitenGe>  nor  any  e^ertiorife  :<3f 
SojAisWy,  cowMirr-ecpncile  the  Publiq  to.  hid 
Union  Wth  Lord  Northi  followed  immediately 
by  a  measuf&  obviously  calculated  to  ciement 
their  political  power  at  the  expence  of  the 
Ci-own,  which  it  rkaat  have  reduced  to  a  state 
of  vassalage.  1  In  die  course  of  the  Debate 
that  arose  on  the  3d  of  February,  Sheridaii 
avowed  without  circumldcution,  that  when  Fox 
first  communicated  to  him  the  proposition  of 
coalescing  with  his  antient  adversary,  hea^ 
vised  his  right  honorable  friend  by  no  means  to 
accede  to  it  j  as  the  insurmountable  prejudices 
imbibed  throughout  the  Nation,  would  in- 
fallibly produce  the  loss  of  his  popularity, 
character,  and  general  estimation.  Sheridan 
ftdded  indeed,  that  on  maturely  weighing 
the  motives  of  State  Necessity  by  which  it  was 
dictated  j  when  sustained  by  his  experience 
of  the  honour,  principles,-  and  steadiness  of 
Lord  North;  he  rejoiced  at  the  union  which 
had  taken  place,  even  in  contradiction  to  his 
own  advice.  Bu^  it  is  evident  from  this  dis- 
closure of  his  sentiments,  that  he  reasoned 
more  dispassionately  than  Fox;  who,  seduced 
by  his  Ambition,  and  beholding  only  th^ 
ascendant  which  Lwrd  North's  junction  would 
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gire  him^  iia  dne^  if  not  in  botbr  Houeea  eX^ 
Fkriiament^  imagiaed  that  he  could  coerce  the 
Soverdgn,  and  either  persuatde^  dehide,  or 
diespise  the  Bn^le.  The  event  ftiUj  justified 
Mtrndan^  opinioci,  and  manifeflted  the  su*- 
perioritf  of  Im  judgment  i  wac%  even  th^i^^ 
w«  ^lould  admit  that  Lord  Shdibviraie  would 
hievi&dbly  have  rraztained  in  power,  if  F6x 
had  not  joined  Lord  Norths  yet  the  former 
must  hxwe  occupied  the  moflt  impomig,  sitn- 
akion,  as  a  public  Man^  wlole  maintaimng  his 
imgnialgvaimdef  Oppositioki{  and  could  not 
hav«  teen  long  excluded  fbisa^  a  pavtiei^tjkon 
in  th^  Counaelfl  of  the  Crdwn,  even  by  FiU 
himself. 

In  vain  did  Sfaeridaii^with  admirable  wi&«  eiK 
devour  to  shefw  that  an  equal  tectiiice  of  aU 
political  principte  had  taken  place  on  the  Mi-^ 
nisterial  side  of  the  Houses  aa  amtng  the 
Members  qiposite  them :  an  assettton  which 
be  attempted  to  ittustrate  by  th^  s^ctade 
which  the  Treasnrf  Beiiek  eshifejited^  where 
the  ifidividuids  now  seated  shi6  by  ^^  were 
recentily  actkig  in  hdetlEtf  towardi  each  othier* 
But,  the  unions  inlimer  or  sdMurdisMkever* 
tons,  did  Aot  excite  acotitoeBts  of  equal  re^ 
pugnance,  norawakensuek  moiaL ceaydewna^ 


tkm,  aB  tl)6  CQtiiidon  of  twa  principals,  the 
one  .<^  vfhom  had,  for  succesavq  years,  beea 
loaded  by  the  other,  with  the  severest  impu- 
tations^  and  deaounGed  as  a  just  object  of 
national  veiigeaiice.  In  vaioi  did  Fox  accuse, 
the  First  Miniater,  «<  aftec  assassinating  the 
^  Constitution,  by  secret  Influence  in  otte 
<<  Houae  of  Faiiiament;  with  having  recourse 
*^  to  methods  of  the  basest  corruption,  ia 
^  order  to  procure  a  msgority  in  another/^ 
As  vainly  did  Bigby  reproach  Pttt  with  lavish- 
is^  Peerages  fot  the  same  purpose ;  while  it 
was  notorious  that  the  late  Adnunistration^ 
waa  debarred  firom  conferring  similw  Digni« 
ties,  and  had  not  been  able  to  make  even  a 
single  British  Peer*  With  as  little  efiect  did 
Marsham  read  the  Resolutions  adopted  by  the 
Meeting  at  the  St*  Alban's  Tavam,  affirming 
«*  that  any  Administnition  founded  on  the  total 
%*.  exclusion  4^  the  Members  of  the  last,  or  of 
^«  die  present  Ministry,  would  be  inadequate 
^  to  the  public  exigencies  :'*  or  did  Fowls 
urge  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  re- 
sign, as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  all  con- 
dhatioo^  Fitt»  thon^  he  prc^essed  to  desire 
as  unxNi,  *^  pfovided  it  could  be  e£^ed  with- 
««  out  a  sacr^ee  of  principle  ixt  €ii  honour  ;** 
yet  not  only  refused  pre^doudfy  to  retir^ 
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fixun  OfBoe»  but  started  many  impedim^ats 
to  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  itself. 

No  symptoms  of  approximation  between  the 
contending  parties,  beyond  unmeaning  profes- 
sions of  mutual  disposition  to  bury  in  oblivion 
past  animosities^  took  place:,  while  among 
their  respective  adherents,  a  spirit  of  inveter- 
ate enmity  was  exhibited.  Lord  Mulgrave 
charged  Fox  with  "  trampling  the  House  of 
"  Brunswic  under  foot,"  by  his  "  East  India 
«  Bill  ;**  and  though  c^ed'  to  order  hy  the 
late  Secretary  of  State,  inveighed  against  him 
^  «  a  plunderer  and  an  invader.'*  Governor 
Johnstone  said  that  *f  if  an  election  for  a 
«  King  werp  to  take  place  in  this  Coiuitry, 
*'  Mr.  Fox  should  haye  his  vote;  so  high:  an 
*«  opinion  did  he  entertain  of  those  trans- 
«  cendant  Abilities  which  the  Bight  Honor- 
**  able  Gentleman  possessed:  but,  wishing  to 
«  preserve  the  Constitution,  he  had  negatived 
^*  a  Bill  which  would  haVe  placed  its  authctf 
«  above  all  controul."  Wilberforcfe  declared, 
that  «  even  if  that  obnoxious ,  Measure  ^  had 
<«  passed  the  House  of  P€*rs,.by  as  great  a 
*?  Alajority  as  it  did  the  Lower  House^  yet 
*^  he  should  equally  have  thanked  the  Crown 
«  for  dismissing  the  l^te  Ministens,?  .  Mr,. 


Beaufby  levelled  Ms  tmisures  agamst  LcMrd 
North,  for  "  preserving  the  hilarity  of  his 
^  temper,  and: insulting  the  sorrows  of  Bri* 
<*  tain  with  his  jokes,  .  after  ruining  her 
^>  finances,  shedding  the  Blood  of  her  peq[)lei, 
**  and  losing  the  half  of  her  Empire/'  Pitt 
himself,  treating,  with  defiance,  as  well  as 
witih  contempt.  Fox's  indirect  attempts  to 
force  hi&  resignation,  called  on  his  Antagonist 
to  come  boldly  fOTward;  and  cither  to  cri- 
minate his  conduct  as. a  Minister,  or  to  move 
a  personal  Question  for  his  removal  from  0& 
fice*  Professing  his  own  purity,  both  as  a  man^ 
and  as  a  public  functionary,  he  avowed  his 
indifference  for  all  the  clamour  of  Pfeurty,  or 
the  unfounded  imputations  brought  against 
the  mode  of  his  attaining  power;  and  con- 
cluded by  trusjting  that  the  House  would  da 
justice  to  the  motives  which  actuated  his  pre* 
sent  line  of  conduct* 

-  nth  February.]  Burke  by  no  means  tooH 
the  same  active  or  conspicuous  part  in  the 
Debates  that  fdlowed  .  the  rejection  of  the 
<<  East  India  Bill,''  as  he  had  exhibited  while 
the  measure  wais  on  its  progress  to  the  Upper 
House.  /With  the  loss  .cf  the  Pay  Office,  he 
seemed  to  have  lost  much  of  his  enei^  of 
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mind  £ii»lx)rdiN«tii8CU'cdyo(abpiBdthe 
srecond  piaee  in  Ifhese  pultuiieiitaiy  cgmviil^ 
sioDB,  where  Sherkbn  Bad  l&nkim^  BawB  and 
Marsham,  aeveiaUy  attracted  almost  as  mxich 
atleotioD,   as  the  late  Eini  Miniater*    Hist 
Bine  Riband,   seen  oanqpicuow  among  the 
great  Coats^  buff  Waistcoats,  and  dirty  Bmrta 
of  hia  new  Allies^  invehintarily  racatted  the 
reflexion  of  Ms  hanag  given  the  kr  from  the 
Treasury  BeDck,  during  twelve  years^  to  the 
same  AsscnUy,  in  which  be  wnr  petfbnned 
so  hmniliatrog  and  infoiofr  a  character.    He 
bore  nevertheless,  this  political  diaage^  under 
which  many  men  woixld  have  sunk,  with  thai 
imperturbable  aoremty  and  equality  of  tenQfier^ 
which  ever  distinguished  him  throDgh  life. 
He  accjuired  even  the  s^iplauses  of  every  Bimt-* 
ty,  by  the  manly  fxronqptitade^  and  cheei£id 
readiness,  which  he  shewed  to  sacrifice  all 
personal  objects,  or  private  interests^  |o  tiie 
public  tranquillity.     When  Pitt  avowed,  that 
howev»  highly  be  might  reqiect  that  Koble- 
man's  abil^ei^  or  private  chsvcter,  yet  they 
eonid  never  sit  together  in  the  same  CahineC; 
Lord  North,  while  he  loudly  censured  the  con* 
temptuous  dagnity,  and  mmccoeamodatiiig  sp^ 
fit,  <Kf  the  Chancellor  of  tibe  Exchequer;  yet 
declared,  that  no  cimsidcifttJoM  cdatire  i» 


Miuidl^  i^Ddd  for  mx  motsad  smpede  tbe  fiv^ 
mklAot^  of  z^tiew  Wmstsyt  consonairt  to  tkd 
g^etal  ym&hm&£  thd  CouiMiy.  This  Bedk* 
r^otf  called  out  the  Twoarmest  expresnkiDS  of 
ai^katlcm  ^bm  M airsfaa»  amd  Powis :  £ulo- 
gnsxns  tlie  nl^ire  MCieedy  as  no  individuals  in 
th«  Hduse,  )»id  treated  him  with  greater  acn*^ 
ihcmy,  vrhm  FInft  Lovd  ^  tKe  Treasury^ 
during  the  latter  psut  of  the  American  Wan 
He  was  nevertheless  unable  to  prevent  the 
I^M^ongii  i»f  Bttnbticy,  fer  whk^  place  he  sat, 
amd  whiere  hi^  fatnify  had  alwaya  possessed 
a  d^ime  induetlce)  :&om  joimiig  in  the 
getseni  cry  sigatnst  the  *<  Coalitaoo^'^  and 
cv^  fraftiing"  an  Addrtss,  thanking  His 
M^stf  fo^  tbe  ree^nt  dismission  £rom  Office^ 
(^  their  actual  Repi?«»efitatm  in  the  Hooai 
0f  Commons.  A  IMegation  from  the  in^ 
kabitaftt9  ^  Banbury^  waited  cm  me  in  Lon^ 
ddn,  bringing  with  them  the  Address,  itself; 
acednfpanied  by  a  request  that  1  wotdd  present 
it  to  the  Kmg,  eti  the  first  Levee  Day  at  St; 
Jameses;  But^  on  ftiU  consideration,  i  de- 
clined taldng  sneli  a  personal  pitft  against  a 
Nbbleman  Whoin  I  greatly  respectid,  loved^ 
aildhotiotired,  thoi^]  hadldtfadrawn  6era 
th&  l^tcy  witb  which  ti«  hadconnectod  imn- 
iMlf?   Lord  Norths  afiiiding  alterwards»  durii^ 
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the  Debate  which  took  place  ob  the  i^th  (^ 
Febraary,  to  this  Address,  declared  that  "  he 
'^  had  the  consolation  to  know,  it  was  not 
«<  signed  by  one  of  those  individuals^  his 
"  Constituents*  who  returned  him  to  Parlia^ 
•«  ment**  It  sipoke  nevertheless,  the  senti- 
ments of  a  large  and  respecitttble  portbiv 
pf  the  inhabitants  wd  householders  pf  the 
place. 

1 8th  February.]  No  circumstance  could 
more  forcibly  demonstrate  the  little  s^pre- 
hension  fdt  by  Pitt,  of  the  indignation  of 
Parliament,  or  prove  in  a  stronger  manner 
the  confidence  with  which  his  owii  popularity 
inspired  him,  than  his  conduct  at  this  junc- 
ture. Almost  immediately  after  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  fallacious  expectations  awakened 
by  the  St.  Alban's  Tavern  Meeting,  thfi 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rising  in  hi^ 
place,  calmly  acquaiiHed  the  House,  that  *^  the 
5^  King,  notwithstanding  their  Resolutions^ 
^<  had  not  thought  proper  to  dismiss  his  Mi. 
*«  nisters;  and  that  they  bad  not  resigned.*' 
Such  a  piece  of  information,  so  delivered, 
seemed  meant  to  force  the  <<  Coalition ''  on 
«ome' measure  of  vidence.  Fox,  neverthe- 
less, while  he  did  not  affect  to  conceal  his  in- 
dignation at  the  a£Q:o»t  offered  to  the  legiala* 
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tivB.Bodyixaiiid  at  the  defiance  conveyed  in 
the  Minister's  wordU  y  yet  knew  too  well  the 
feeble  state  of  the  Machine  over  which  he 
presided^  to  press  heavily  upon  its  springs. 
He  reprobated  indeed,  the  treatment  which 
the  House .  experienced ;  a  treatment  de- 
manding, he  said,  exemplary  punishment* 
But  he  concluded,  with  only  proposing  an 
Adjournment  of  eight  and  forty  hours,  in 
order  to  give  the  Minister  time  for  reflexion* 
This  Motion  he  carried  by  twelve;  a  very 
slender  superiority,  where  above  four  hun- 
dred Members  divided.  Fox,  on  this  occa- 
sion, though  he  pretended  to  deprecate  any 
intemperate  step,  and  only  demanded  a  re« 
spite  of  one  or  two  days ;  exclaiming  with 
Dido,  while  he  accommodated  her  Complaints 
to  his  own  Feelings, 

^•'i^'empiis  inajpie  peto;   spatium  requiemque  J?i^wt /^ 

yet  endeavoured,  by  a  most  able  and  laboured 
appeal  to  the  wounded  Pride  of  the  Hous^, 
to  inflame  their  Passions,  while  he  directed 
their  resentment  against  the  Minister. 

Pitt,  on  the  other  hand,  charged  him  and 
l>is  Adherents  with  systematically  withholding 
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die  StippMes ;  thus  saaitUAtg  dieir  CoiiBtrf 
to  private  Faction,  Emnit3%  <st  AwhhioA^  A 
distiaclioti  "wm  however  -drMm  by  the  Opp<K 
^tion,  between  withholding  the  Supplies,  raid 
<mly  postponjng  1^em$  ifhtch  ]»tter  line  cf 
conduct,  Powis,  in  moderate  langQage,  and 
Marshsm,  with  muc^  stronger  assevenfcianv 
declared  to  constitute  their  sole  intentiofi.  Tht 
kst  mentioned  Memb^  recrimtniited  with  as- 
perity on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as 
expecting  from  him  the  same  servile  4rubaiis* 
»on  in  registering  the  ministerial  BdictSi 
which  the  Fpench  Sovereigm  exacted  in  the 
Asuemfalies  denominated  Pitrliamcffts.  Widi 
more  ability.  Fox  attempted  to  maikeaCotki^ 
prbmibe  witii  the  Minister ;  oftring  instaildy 
to  vote  the  Silp^ies,  prcmded  that  the  House 
might  receive  assurances  from  him,  that  ^His 
**  Majesty  would  comply  with  the  desires  of 
<^  his  faitMbl  Commons."  But^  Pitt,  Jifter 
first  declaring  the  conviction  of  "  his  personal 
«<  Honour  being  inseparably  t^onneded  with 
•^  his  present  official  Situation^  imd  his  deter* 
«  mination  never  to  resign,  as  a  prelude  M 
**  Negociation  j**  peremptorily  refused  to  bar* 
ter  Office  for  Supply,  or  to  enter  into  any 
stipulation  on  the  subject.  From  this  Reso- 
lution, expressed  in  laconic,  biit  energetic 
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tevm,  oaeithsr  m^Mrces^  «blaiididiiiseiit9»  nor 
eipostttlatiens,  could  iodiice  him  to  recede: 
ifiDd  «fta '%  prdwged  Debate  ixf  two  sucoes^ 
nm  da}/8y  Fox»  as  the  Mssgber  «f  the  Hoitae» 
finaliof  ttovedtb  adjourn  the  sitting  on  the 
State  of  the  liXation,  «?rhich  was  cacdeSd  with- . 
ottt  a  Divisioiu  He  was  ali^poweiful  withint 
thost  Wadb;  bUtPitt's  superiority  lay  without 
doOTs,  in  etwy  County^  Town,  and  Villa^ 

Akeady,  Addresses  crowded  in,  from  Lon- 
don down  tD  New  Saruiii;^  Boroij^h  which, 
tbooagh  conaisftcng  only  of  one  B^tary  Fam 
nonsse,  ytU  as  belonging  to  Lord  €amelfim(, 
who  had  juBst  been  idevated  to  the  Peerage,  did 
not  omit  to  oftr  its  l>Umte  of  Loyalty  to  ttie 
Crown,  and  of  abhorrence  £ar  the  Measures 
of  the  OpposBtMBk  Middlesex,  SouihwArk, 
Even WestnsinBter,  abandoningFoK,  approach* 
ed  the  Xkrone  with  Omgratolations,  or  mith 
Testimonies  of  Approbation  at  the  Dismission 
of  tbe  late  Mimstem.  Ymk^  a  City  where^the 
Ca^endiish  InteK^t  had  always  been  pr^domi** 
iuntt  and  which  plaeetfae  late  Chancdilar  of 
4be  Sxcliequer  actually  jr^rBumted  hi  Parliar 
jEttient;  Edinbuigh,  Worce^er,  Exeter^  andm*- 
.njf  other  infeiior  towns,  followed  the  exafl^pfa^ 
^which  ap*ead  with  irapidjfty  throi^out  the 
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whole  Zaland.  When  we  reflect  on, these 
facts,  we  shall  probably 'think  that  Mr*  Pitt^ 
whatever  professions  he  might  either  make, 
himself,  or  whatever  wishes  for  «  an  united 
**  and  extended  Administration,*'  he  might 
judge  proper  to  put  into  his  Royal  Master's 
mouth,  in  rejply  to  the  Addresses  of  the 
House  of  Commons;  yet  could  haye  nourished 
no  serious  intentions^  of  dividing  his  power 
with  Fox« 

February  4th — i6th.]  The  House  of  Peers, 
which  Assembly,  after  arresting  the  pro- 
gress of  the  <^£ast  India  Bill,''  as  if  exhaust- 
ed by  that  effort,  had  ever  since  remained 
silent  and  supine  spectators  of  the  contest 
between  the  Crown  and  the  Commons;  exhi. 
bited  some  symptoms  of  animation  about  this 
time,  by  adopting,  early  in  the  Month  of 
February,  two  Propositions,  of  a  nature  tend* 
ing  to  condemn  the  conduct  of  the  lower 
House,  and  to  stren^en  the  hands  of  the 
Sovereign.  The  Earl  of  Effingham,  who 
during  many  years  of  his  life,  had  manifested 
the  most  decided  hostility  to  the  King's'  Go^ 
vemment;  and  who,  as  late  as  June,  1780, 
was  accused  of  personally  mixing  in  the  Riots 
of  the  Capital }  now  appeared  as  the  zealous 
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Defender  of  Prerogative*  He  was  sustained 
by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  whose  political 
Character  and  Opinions  had  undergone  since 
1782,  a  similar  transformation  :  while  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Resolutions  moved  by  Lord 
Effingham,  found  the  wannest  Opponents  in 
Lord  Mansfield,  in  Lord  Stormont,  and  Lord 
Loughborough,  so  long  the  systematic  Cham« 
pions  of  Royalty. 

Few  Debates  more  animated,  as  well  asi 
acrimonious  and  personal,  have  ever  taken 
place  within  the  Walls  of  the  Upper  House^ 
than  occurred  on  this  occasion.  While  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  drew  the  most  unfavourable  por^ 
trait  of  the  young  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, whom  he  described  as  deficient  not 
only  in  experience,  and  averse  to  every  so- 
cial source  of  information^  but  as  devoured 
by  an  overweening  and  insatiable  thirst  of 
power ;  the  Duke  of  Richmond  panegyrized 
his  Industry,  his  Abstraction  from  Dissipa- 
tion, his  Application  to  public  Business,  Fru- 
gality, and  Flevation  of  Mind;  the  last  of 
which  qualities  had^  been  so  conspicuously 
displayed  in  his  recent  renunciation  of  a  lu- 
crative sinecure  place.  Lord  Stormont  en- 
deavoured to  point  the  public  indignation 
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against  him,  for  his  presumption  in  ootitinuiiig 
to  retain  his  situatioti,  in  defiaHceof  the  Vote* 
and  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commcms: 
T^^hile  his  Predecessors  in  QflSce^  Sir  Rdbdrt 
Wal|)oIe,  Loi*d  North,  and  the  Earl  of  Sheh 
btirne,  had  ^ach  in  turn  anticipated,  ol-  r^ 
dpfectfully  obeyed,  the  first  demonstrations  e€ 
the  pleasure  of  that  Branch  of  the  Legil^latote. 
The  Earl  of  Mansfield,  with  the  political  timi'- 
dity  so  characteristic  of  his  whole  life,  in 
feveiy  situation,  judicial  or  parliamentary  ^  de- 
precated, ds  the  greatest  of  calamities^  any 
Resolution,  Which,  l>y  interrupting  the.  har- 
lti6ny  subsisting  between  the  two  Hous^» 
mj^ht  lead  to  a  Dissolution.  He  seem«d  to 
cotltfemplate  such  an  event,  a»  commeiisutat* 
With  the  destruction  of  the  British  Constitu- 
tion itself;  as  disbanding  the  Anny,  laying 
up  the  Navy,  suspending  the  Functions  of 
Government,  md  throwing  the  Country  ihto 
irremediable  confusion.  The  House,  neither 
detertfed  nor  intimidated  by  these  Denuncia- 
tions, voted  the  Resolutions  by  a  large  Majo- 
rity (if  fbrty-seven ;  and  followed  them  imme- 
diately by  an  Address  to  the  Throne,  expres- 
sive of  their  feliance  on  His  Majesty's  wisdom 
in  the  selection  of  his  confidential  Servants,  as 
well  3d  by  the  assurances  of  their  Support,  ih 
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the  just  exercise  of  tbos^  Fi^rag%1^v<|i»  JB9-* 
trusted  to  him  for  the  J^otection  of  but  Vmi 
pie.  It  was  (lifficult  to  imagioe  a  tntiimpiti 
more  decisive  over  the  «  CJoaUtiou,-  or  a 
more  opportune  and  mpoxt»Vkt  sc^b9ai«Di  of 
strength  to  the  fixax  Minwter,  ^trugglmg 
against  a  Majority  in  the  Howm  of  CicmmfHl9« 
The  Kuv^  received  and  repteed  to  th^  Address 
iu  laconic^  but  warm  »Mli  «Septionat«  lan- 
guage. 

In  otba^  period?  ^  our  History,  sucsh  «o 
Interferwic*,  f^lowed  by  moh.  a  C^^ixiKt. 
might,  and  unquesti^malily  w(»M,  have  etJled 
out  the  E^entment  of  the  Jl^re909tativ§«  of 
the  People*  But,  9fi  Fqi^  juitly  drmd^d  i>U 
Occasions  xtfj^upture,  or  of  l^put§  b^twswi 
the  two  Houses,  which  wigbt  »^rd  tb^  N«W 
Ministers  a  plausible  pr«twc9  %  tb9  J^ifSP' 
lution  of  Parliament;  hA  cmt^niei  bip^ 
with  dictating  and  cftwyi*g  fix  Ckwat^r  B^fh 
lutions,  tending  lio  jurtify  the  iUne  of  Cw*- 
duct  that  bad  been  adopted  by  tb@  House  of 
Commons.  X-ord  Beaucbamp  ww  99le«t«4 
for  the  per&rmancQ  of  this  seryjcQi  mi  a^ 
a  series  of  Debates  which  occupied  i#v49 
days,  distinguidbied  throughout  by  tbi^  atm9 
asperity  as  had  been  exhibited  in  ev^  pr9r 
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ceding  Discussion,    the    Resolutiotis   finally 
passed  without  a  Division.     In  the  progress 
of  these  gladiatorial  exhibitions  of  parliamen- 
tary  ability  and  dexterity;  —  for  such  they 
could  only  be  deemed;  —  Fox,  conscious  that 
the  conflict  in  which  he  had  engaged,  wore 
from  day  to  day  a  more  sinister  appearance, 
and  must,  however  protracted,  terminate  in 
his  downfall ;  assumed  eveiy  shape,  and  tried 
every  means,  of  inducing  his  Adversary  to 
propose,  or  to  accept,  some  Principles  of  Ac- 
commodation. At  one  time  he  denounced  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  held  him  up 
to  national  execration,  as  a  Conspirator,  who 
ainfted  at  the  life  of  the  House  of  Commons ; 
whom  he  at  the  same  time  daily  insulted  by 
appearing  among  them  as  a  confidential  Ser- 
vant of  the  Crown,  though  destitute  of  their 
Confidence  or  Support..    Changing  altogether 
liis  tone,   a  few  days  afterwards,  in  soothing 
accents,  calculated  to  win  their  way  into  the 
heart,  he  complimented  Pitt's  abilities ;  pro- 
ii^ssed  respect  for  his  political  Principles  ;  ex«- 
|)ressed  his  readiness,  nay,  his  eagerness,  to 
form  an  Union,  provided  it  was  grojunded,  not 
on  iHivate  Interest  or  Aggrandizement,  but 
on  great  public  meritorious  motives  of  action  j 
-apologized  for  ^ny  harsh  or  unguarded  ^x« 
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pressions  wliich  might  have  occurred  in  the 
warmth  of  Debate ;  avowed  his  Ambition  and 
love  of  Glory,  as  sentiments  which  he  felt 
in  common  with  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea* 
sury;  and  finished  by  protesting  that  he 
would  make  every  personal  Sacrifice  at  the 
Shrine  of  his  Country. 

In  further  corroboration  of  these  conci- 
liating dispositions,  Fox  took  occasion  to 
declare  that  he  was  ready  to  accommodate 
and  modify  his  obnoxious  Bill  for  the  Go- 
vernment of  India,  so  as  to  meet  the  pub- 
lic wish,  aiid  to  acquire  the  public  confi- 
dence. He  would  abandon  the  patronage  * 
which  it  conferred,  and  would  submit  every 
Clause  or  Regulation  of  the  Measure  itself» 
to  the  Discussion  of  Parliament,  His  Noble 
Friend,  Lord  North,  would  prove  no  obstacle 
to  union  between  the  two  Parties.  Only  one 
stipulation  he^  could  never  recede  from;  name- 
ly, Mr.  Pitt's  virtual  resignation,  as  indis- 
pensable, and  as  an  expiation  to  the  violated 
Constitution  of  Great  Britain.  Jn  reply  to 
these  alternate  Menaces  and  Blandishments, 
the  Minister,  on  his  part,  afiected  and  pro- 
fessed an  equal  desire  of  union,  on  bases  of 
principle  and  honour ;  disclaimed  all  personal 
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VieWi  in  the  line  of  conduct  which  he  had 
iidopted,  by  his  actreptance  of  Office;  dedalvd 
that  he  should  ever  think  he  had  performed 
an  Essential  Servicie  to  his  Countty,  by  defeat'- 
ittg  a  Measure  big  with  destruction  to  the 
Constitution;  expressed  his  consolation  at 
finding  that  Fox  was  4ii^0^  to  renounce 
any  of  its  pernicious  features ;  protested  that 
he  suid  his  Colleagues  "mere  all  ready  to  resign 
their  Employments,  as  soon  as  a  prospect 
presiented  iteelf  of  forming  an  AdminisrtTatioia 
by  which  the  State  might  be  effectually  served; 
but  concluded  by  dedairing,  tiiat  he  cxnM 
YteifStier  r^otc&e  it  t6  the  Dfity  that  be  owed 
ys  SbXrefreigil  ^Wd  thfe  peOp^  iA'  Engtem^ 
nor  to  Ms  x)Wti  HottoAr,  to  lay  down  his 
Officfe,  befoffe  hfe  beheld  such  apro^e^  JDt 
Was  evident  tbiat,  amidst  these  tedprocal  ipfo- 
fe^iotis  and  demonstrations,  notl^  sma&est 
advance  was  made  on  ^either  si^,  towai«ds 
real  approximation. 

2:6th  3Pebtua*ry.]  HbW6WBfr  ^cictedly  liie 
sentitnents  of  tile  CapitSaA  atad  »of  llie  ^Hm&Ax 
had  been  'd]!ready  pto»bunce&  in  ikvecA  di  1iise 
new  Mittister^,  y^t  F6^  Mill  »^ii^  fimi 
^ossesi^oh  6f  the  Housfe  'df  Coitttnofls^  dhmigb 
he  h^a  that  M^rt&Ay,  a^  h<d  W€fi4siftJW>  mi^ 


bufs^^iXtLnd  decayiflg  t^mvpp  Powis,  wfeo 
]S^9^ih^P^4^  his  avpwed  disapprpl^ation  of 
5^  i^p  jB^  India  3iil,"  and  his  invinqlble 
HSpwgJi^nce  to  the  "  CoaUtipn,"  did  not  the 
Ifm  fion^^mn  and  oppose  the  formation  of 
,tbe  n^^  Administratipja,  as  .wholly  sybver- 
4Btivie  of  the  idji^ip^y  ^and  inherent  rights  cf 
Jtte  3U>wer  Bfewse  of  Parliaia(ient  j  rising  in 
H$  phfie^  orig^ted  9a2K)ther  effort  for  com- 
peUii^g  the  Ki^g  jtp  dismiss  the  First  Lord 
pf  j:h^  Treasury.  A  most  animated,  long, 
^nd  acrimpn^ovis  Debate  en^u^d^  terminated 
i^  favour  erf  Opposition,  at  a  vqry  late  hour 
pf  the  Mprni^ig,  after  two  Divisions,  both 
wtoiqh  Fox  car^pdj  the  first,  by  a  Majority 
pf  tKi^i^ .}  the  last  by  twenty^one.  The  Ad- 
dress voted,  was  ordered  to  be  presented 
ty  the  whole  House^  But,  this  Triumph, 
however  ^|)j>arently  gratifyii^g,  might  be 
$^^dered  rather  as  ;npn;iinal,  than  real ; 
Apt  e^^teittding  in  fac^t  beyond  the  threshold 
^tbe  Iipb]i>y»  an4  beping  neithcircidculated  tp 
jntJnudat^  the  Sovereign,  nor  to  accelerate 
ib^  First  Mimster's  gpiesigpation. 

J[  imw  jnevser  witnossed  greater  pratoipicjil 
«p»«ti«ii9  «Vj4e.byjFo|^  ,than  on  that  jEvening. 
Jbiazsppeph  of  prodigious  J$»gth,  jtvhich  might 
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be  said  ta  try  the  patience  of  the  House,  be 
endeavoured  to  concentrate  every  Argument^ 
and  to  exhaust  every  topic  of  Declamation. 
But,  his  Antagonist,  elevated  by  the  victories 
obtained  without  doors,    in  various  Towns 
and  Counties ;    qs  well  as  nearer  home,  at 
Hackney,  where  the  Freeholders  of  Middle* 
sex  had  been  convened ;    and  above  all  in 
Westminster  itself,   where  Fox  had  just  re- 
ceived the  most  unequivocal  marks  of  the  dis- 
approbation, or  rather  indignation,  of  his  own 
Constituents;  —  elated  by  his  consciousness 
of  these  advantages,    Pitt,    with  &r   more 
brevity,  but  in  a  higher  tone  than  he  had 
ever  yet  assumed,  retorted  on  his  adversary 
with  inconceivable  severity.     After  exposing 
to  derision,  the  inconsistence  of  his  present 
tonduct  in  becoming  the  Champion  of  a  smaU 
Majority  of  the  House  of  Commcms,  instead 
of  constituting  the  distinguished  organ  of  the 
popular  voice,  as  he  once  was;  and  compli* 
menting  him  on  the  dexterity  with  which  he 
supported  in  turn  the  most  of^osite  political 
Characters;  Rtt  justified  himself  from  the 
charge  of  imposture  in  representing  to  the 
Nation,  the  pernicious  consequences  to  the 
Constitution,  that  must  have  resulted  fr<mi 
"  the  East  India  Bill/'    Then  descending  4^ 
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personal  objects,  "the  Kight  Honorable  Gen- 
"  tieman,**  said  he,  *^  calls  me  a  mere  nomi* 
"  nal  Minister,  the  Puppet  of  Secret  Influ- 
*•  ence.  /It  is  because  I  disdain  to  become 
*«  his  puppet,  by  resigning  my  Office,  that  he 
<<  thus  denominates  me.     But,  his  contemp- 
"  tuous  expressions  shall  never  provoke  me 
**  to  resignation.      My  own  honour  andre-^ 
«  putation  I  never  will  resign,  to  place  my* 
*<  self  under  his  protection,  to  accept  a  nomi« 
<*  nation  from  him,  and  thereby  to/become  a 
^*  poor,  powerless,  self*condemned,  unprofit* 
<*  able  Minister  in  his  trsun :  a  Minister,  ser- 
<<  viceable  to  him  perhaps,  but  altogether  in- 
"  capable  of  serving  my  King,  or  my  Country.*' 
He  concluded  by  levelling  the  severest  ra* 
proaches  on  Fox,  for  stopping,    or  as  the 
Opposition  termed  it,  suspending  and  post- 
poning  the   Supplies^    thus  sacrificing  the 
public  interests,  to  private  Animosity  or  Am- 
bition.     No  reply  was  made  to  this  eloquent 
Harangue,  which  seemed  finally  to  €xtinguish 
all  the  fallacious  hopes  so  long  nourished  by 
sanguine  or  credulous  mdiyiduals^  of  behold- 
ing an  Administration  founded  on  a  broad 
Basis.  It  became  evident  that  no  intentions  of 
isuch  a  nature  were  seriously  cherished  <m:  en^ 
couraged  J  and  that  ipneof  ^the  4rwo<»nt^ding 
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partieB  must  ultiiiHKtely  sink  tiod^  the  «u^ 
riority  of  his  Opponent. 

ai«t — 27tli  February.]  Already  fox^s 
Majority  began  to  exhibit  symptoms .  of 
rapid  4ecay.  Wliile  some  Memb^s  sbaii* 
doned  the  *<<  Coalition/^  tn  diS&rence  to  ithe 
public  voioe,  or  to  the  remonstraiices  ef 
their  immediate  fConstituents ;  others  yield- 
ed to  suggestions  of  a  personal  or  interested 
nature,  and  withdrew  £rom  ^  aimking  party, 
whose  approaobing  extinotaon  ihey  antici- 
pated. These  latter  individbialfi  drew  or 
tSiemselves  the  bkterest  saccaams  for  th^r 
desertion,  not  only  from  Fox,  but,  aft  differ- 
titft  times,  from  various  Members  of  iJpte  O^ 
positien.  The  King's  Answer  to  the  laat  Ad- 
dress, drawn  up  with  consuflamate  akijyi,  gmi^ 
dous  in  its  language,  condSiaiting  in  its 
professions,  declaring  hoiw  ^onswualy  ttis 
Mf^sty  desired  to  fonn  **  a  Smt,  effieient^ 
»  extended,  and  united  Adminifltoation^"  hmt, 
lamenting  t^e  ineffidnicy  of  dais  i0ft>rt$.  for 
l3iat  purpose;  denying  ttkoA  St  woidd  .be  ^ 
vanced  or  fadhtarted  rby  the  psexdoua  dis^ 
mission  of  fiis  Ministers,  against  whom  rttp 
tihargeor  con^laifit  was^praGscred;;  .tibsewing 
Ibat  mmibers  <df  ihis>Su1^ectB  Aiad  ^easpnawid 


their  MijsSaXimn  at  the  late  change  in  his 
Coandls ;  and  finally  dedining  to  vacate  the 
essential  Offices  of  execirtive  Government,  till 
he  should  see  a  prospect  dP  such  a  union  as 
his  faithful  ComfOOHs  rec^nmended  : — this 
iKsgly  augmented  the  embarrassments,  while 
it  added  to  the  dismay  of  the  ^  Coalition  " 
deadesrs. 

On  the  Question  being  agitated,   of  ad- 
|ottming  iits  Ccmsideration  for  two  or  three 
Days;  after  a  short  Debate,  Fo:!t  found  hkn- 
self  indeed  lAxU  in  a  Majority :  but  it  con- 
sisted only  of  seveuy  though  near  three  hun- 
dred ssad.  My  Menobers  voted.     He  made 
ineverdieless,  '0n  the  iirst  Day  of  Dhe  ensuing 
Month,  when  the  Royai  Aoswer  was  read, 
another    de^erate     attempt    to    carry    the 
trenches  by  storm,  aiid  sustained  it  by  his 
ac^ustotned  display  of  Eloquence.    The  De- 
4)at6s  themselves  had  however  ceased  to  excite 
the  4MLme  intosst,   or  to  awaken  the  same 
-attentidn^  ras  thej  had  produced  in  earlier 
^ages  of  iiie  contest.      Yet  in  a  very  fidl 
House,  faOing  littfe  ^Ymtt  of  four  hundred, 
iibe  iQ^diiftion  maintained  their  superiority, 
aiid  /even  rose  to  tasfebm.    Another  Address 
jwas  ixoted ;  l>ut  itihiopgh  it  sM  besoi^ht  the 
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Sovereign  <<  to  lay  the  fouqdation  of  a  Strang 
<*  and  stable  Government,  by  th^  previous 
**  removal  of  his  present  Ministers  ;**  it  la- 
mented "  the  failure  of  his  endeavours  for 
*^  forming  an  united  Administration;  and 
^^  their  concern,  as  wall  as  disappointment, 
«<  at  His  Majesty's  not  having  been  advised 
"  to  take  any  further  steps  for  effecting  the 
«  object.'*  It  was  impossible  more  clearly  to 
admit  their  inability  to  dictate  to  the  Cxown» 
and  their  desire  of  dividing  with  Pitt  the 
power,  of  which  it  had  become  evidently 
impracticable  wholly  to  deprive  him. 

4th  and  5th  March.]  In  his  Answer  to 
their  Address,  the  King  nearly  repeated  his 
preceding  Declaration ;  only  subjoining,  that 
<<  he  did  not  consider  the  failure  of  his  recent 
<<  endeavours  to  form  an  extended  and  united 
*<  Administration,  as  constituting  a  final  bar 
<<  to  its  accomplishment,  if  it  could  have 
<«  beeii  obtained  on  principles  of  fairness  and 
•*  equality.*'  But,  as  though  he  had  been  de- 
sirous at  the  same  time,  of  extinguishing  any 
such  expectations,  he  added,  ^<  I  know  of  no 
*^  farther  steps  that  I  can  take,  that  are  likely 
^<  to  remove  the  difficulties  that  obstruct  that 
^<  desirable  end."    Fox,  who  beheld  as  m  a 
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mirror,  the  sentence  of  his  perpetual  exclu-^ 
sion  from  OflBce,  conveyed  under  these  ex- 
pressions of  the  Sovereign ;  after  first  post- 
poning the  Consideration  of  His  Majesty's  re- 
ply for  four  Days,  endeavoured  to  throw  an 
insurmountable  barrier  in  the  way  of  Disso- 
lution, by  delajning  the  progress  of  the  Mutiny 
Bill  through  the  House,  An  animated  De- 
biate  ensued  on  the  subject;  in  which,  while  the 
two  Leaders  took  only  a  comparatively  infe- 
rior share,  Lord  North  spoke  at  considerable 
length,  and  with  great  ability.  Under  the 
possible  anticipation  that  the  Majority  might 
prevent  the  Mutiny  Bill  from  passing,  opinions 
had  been  hazarded  from  the  Ministerial 
Benches,  that  even  though  that  annual  Act 
should  be  suffered  to  expire,  yet  the  King 
might  keep  the  Army  together,  both  the 
Men,  and  the  Money  for  their  payment,  being 
already  voted.  When  therefore  the  consent 
of  the  House  of  Peers  should  be  obtained, 
the  Crown,  it  was  asserted,  might  have  aii 
Army,  with  the  recognized  approbation  of 
Parliament.  This  Doctrine,  which,  it  must 
be  confessed,  was  not  to  be  found  in  <*  the 
"  Bill  of  Rights  j'*^  and  wrhich  might,  in  its 
effects,  have  proved  subversive  of  the  British 
Constitution  j  received*  it  is.  true,  Jio  direct 
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sanction  from  Pitt :  but  it  did  not  the  less  pro- 
voke and  produce  from  various  quarters,  the 
severest  animadversion.  Lord  North  observed, 
that  *•  such  a  discovery,  if  founded  in  Law, 
•*  might  well  make  every  man  tremUe  for 
^*  his  Liberty,  fiut,  those  who  maintained  it, 
*^  must  likewise  assert  that  the  Army  might 
^*  be  kept  together  without  discipline,  and 
"  without  punishment;  the  first  being  only 
^*  enforced,  and  the  latter  only  Inflicted, 
"  under  the  Mutiny  Act/*  He  concluded  by 
reminding  Ministers,  «  that  notwithstanding 
"  the  money  had  been  voted  for  the  payment 
"  of  the  Army,  yet  until  the  Act  specifically 
«  appropriating  it  to  that  branch  of  service 
**  had  passed,  no  power  or  right  existed  in 
"  Administration,  to  issue  any  sum,  however 
"  small,  for  the  purpose."  Finally  he  wamied 
them,  that  <<  as  a  Prorogation  or  Dissolution 
**  does  away  every  Vote  of  Supply,  not  pre- 
"  viously  carried  into  an  Act  of  Parliament  j 
"  if  therefore  the  Minister  shouM  have  re- 
«  course  to  such  a  Measure,  the  Votes  of 
"  Army,  Navy,  Ordnance,  and  Supply  of 
•*  every  kind,  must  instantly  be  destroyed 
"  and  faU  to  the  ground.'*  No  Answer  was 
made  or  attempted  from  the  Treasury  Bendi, 
to  these  Denunciations,  which  did  not  indeed 
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adinit  of  any  reply ;  and  only  served  to  shew 
the  entical,  a$  ^eU  as  awful  position  of  the 
Country,  left  without  a  Government,  andap* 
parently  o*  the  verge  of  a  suspension  or  ex- 
tinction  of  all  its  £stablishment3. 

Powis  and  Marsham^  who  commonly  acted 
in  concert,  uniting  their  efforts  on  this  occa- 
sion, attacked  the  Minister  in  language  of 
equal  energy  and  acrimony.  The  former, 
after  expressing  his  amazement  at  the  King'^s 
Answer,  and  wishing  for  time  to  shed  a  tear 
over  the  expiring  dignity  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons i  lamented  that  Administration  appeared 
to  be  determined  on  prosecuting  their  mad 
career,  and  on  elevating  Prerogative  above 
Privilege.  Marsham  reiterated  the  same  sen- 
timents, while  he  protested  that  no  Act 
eould  be  more  remote  from  his  intention, 
than  to  delay  the  public  business,  or  to  plunge 
the  Country  into  confusion.  Rigby,  who  had 
been  caJled  on  by  the  Attorney  General^  only 
a  few  days  before,  to  pay  into  the  Exchequer, 
the  ^ast  Balances  of  public  money  remaining 
in  his  hands;  a  demand  of  whidh  he  loudly 
complained,^  as  harsh  and  illiberal,  though  he 
codld  not  venture  directly  to  ofppose  or  re- 
sist it ;  came  forward  very  ^conspicuously 
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in  the  course  of  the  Debate.  With  that 
blunts  bold,  dictatorial,  and  coarse  Style  of 
Oratory^  which  always  characterized  himj 
but  of  which,  since  the  extinction  of  Lord 
North's  Government,  he  had  exhibited  very 
few  Specimens ;  he  reprobated  the  Avda^ 
city  of  a  Minister  who  presumed  to  remsan 
in  Office,  with  a  Majority  of  the  House  of 
Commons  against  him :  observing,  that  it  was 
reserved  for  the  present  days  to  produce  ^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who  said  to 
Parliament,  "  I  care  not  for  your  Majority. 
**  The  King  has  appointed  me,  and  you  have 
*♦  nothing  to  do  with  the  business."  He 
finished  by  declaring,  that  his  Blood  boiled 
vnth  indignation,  at  the  bare  mention  of  re- 
taining an  Army  without  a  Mutiny  Bill.  Pitt 
did  not  condescend  to  notice  these  personal 
Sarcasms  or  Animadversions,  which,  he  well 
knew,  however  they  might  operate  within 
the  Walls  of  the  Assembly  where  they  were 
pronounced,  would  produce  no  injurious  con- 
sequences to  him  among  the  People  without 
Doors.  On  the  Division  for  adjourning  the 
Committee  upon  the  Mutiny  Bill,  be  was 
again  left  in  a  Minority  of  nine  j  the  numbers 
being  171  against  162  j  Fox  still  retaining 
his  slender  possession  of  the  Houses   . 


I7^4#3  MitM§»9f  i$i 

9tb  MftrehO   But  tb0  te?mi9)«tim  («f  ^i 
gri^t  Ce»fli<Jt,  pQ  wWob  BPt  pfljy  ;BBgJB«4f  bH|i 

p§mQn  of  wery  ki»4  pf  imbjj^ '5u»ii^?w, 
wuld  opt  be  longer  ^pt?ftete<jl  fey  SBy,  §(; 
fortu  of  doqjiignci^,  lib*  KiiJgf  miijtegjfi^.^f 
grmouh  y§t  ^iw  4#tftnidi9atjb99i  jifi4  P^m 
refyied  to  ^oowply  wftb  tite  &Bi|»4  ftf  4i 
Mjgorifcy  of  the   Jj^wm  Hou^et   /^ji  j}iat 

FecKpV^  than  hisifitile  to  tbe  Cupim  or  4dr 
miwatrs^tion.  &o  nmjatmsiX  e  ^tflte  .c^  tM^i^ 
earned  in  its  essence  the  seeds  ^  itm  Mpe§iy 
extinotum.  1?ox  tkaugh  appaeeatly  Mwiter 
of  |tli0  House,  fiNUfid  iumseif  uttabic  to  fldr 
vaace;  and  he  could  not  remain  st^oiSMiy 
^thout  exposing  }u«  Party  to  xii&«li«»  wl4i]^ 
they  were  »leady  undenniiii^d  &Dm  tb^  i» 
^ay .  His  embarrassments,  wfaach  ^di^  opt  «A- 
mk  4)f  conoealineiit,  necesaafiiy  migmmM^ 
ike  confidence  of  ids  mi^isteiial  Adb^eiSMm* 
Hm  did  lie  affetempt  to  iiiagadse  dnern,  if^hfiii 
the  oodisidemtioii  of  His  Majesty's  AosiKflr  tfi 
the  iast  Address,  caaie  before  tim  VUxmt^ 
I«i  terms  &£  queoriiloiis  kMBgi)Atk»9  t^o  /ttigVM- 
tised  die  Reply,  as  a  jeomponni  of  £k)^ism* 
cUdMtt,   Dupttcqity,  Insult,  and  Vidlaticwt  Mf 

VOL.  II.  o  o 
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the  British  CoQstitution.  Having  attempted 
to  justify  and  defend  the  right  of  the  Com- 
mons to  demand  the  removal  of  Ministers^ 
without  stating  their  reasons,  or  assigning  any 
spedfic  cause  for  such  dismission ;  he  avowed 
that  the  only  becoming  Measure  now  left, 
was  to  move  a  Resolution,  that  -  *^  whoever 
<<  should  advise  His  Majesty  to  continue  his 
^  present  Administration,  was  an  Enemy  to 
"  his  Country.*'  But,  however  dkposed  and 
desirous  he  mig^  be  to  proceed  to  this  Act, 
he  was  restrained  by  his  consciousness  that  he 
^ouldnot  carry  with  him  even  a  Majority  of 
the  most  limited  description,  if  he  made  the 
attempt.  Many  of  his  Adherents  had  already 
amiounced  to  him  their  determination  to  pro- 
ceed no. further,  accompanied  with  menaces 
of  withdrawing  their  support,  if  he  tried  so 
desp^ate  an  experimenL  Thus  situated.  Fox 
stopped;  and  after  loading  Ministers  with  the 
bitterest  reproaches,  for  having,  as  he  asserted, 
overset  the  Country,  involved  public  Credit 
in  remediless  'confusion,  suffered  our  foreign 
concerns,  to  run  to  ruin,  and  incurred  the 
guilt  of  leaving  o^  East  Indian  Possessions  a 
ptey:  to 'every  species  of  Enormity,  Pecula- 
tion, and  T3rranny ;  he  dedared  that  it  was  not 
kis  intention  to  stop  the  Supplies.     While  he 
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charged  Pitt  with  inordinate  Aitibition$4&weU 
as  with  having  manif<^ted  a  decided  ayer« 
sion  to  political  union;  he  finished. by  osly 
moving,  not  an  Address,  but  a  RepresenUdkfh 
to  the  King.  It  was  long,  exposttdateiy, 
argumentative,  if  not  criminating;  arid, re- 
capitulated all  the  points,  on  which  the:djr<«pi 
and  the  Commons  had  so  obstinately  con- 
tended :  but  it  contained  no  new  matter^  -  eoE- 
cept  lamenting  that  "  His  Majesty's  Advisers 
**  had  not  thought  fit  to  suggest  any  farther 
•*  steps,  for  removing  the  difficulties  which 
<<  impeded  the  formation  of  an  extended  Ad'^ 
«•  ministration." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  little 
or  no  part  in  the  Debate  which  ensued  on 
that  Evening.  Dundas,  however,  supplied 
liis  place,  with  great  acuteness,  energy,  and 
severity.  Retorting  on  the  Opposition,  aU 
the  accusations  of  pursuing  a  mad  and :d$s« 
perate  career,  to  the  subversion  of  the  Con- 
stitution,  whose  true  Principle^  they  outraged, 
he  endeavoured  to  shew  that  I^ox's  expeiir 
ence  proved  the  ini5apack:y  of  the  House  of 
Commons  itself,  however  powerful  a  Brancjh 
of  the  Legislature  it  might  be,  to  enforce  it? 
own  unconstitutional  Resolutions.  He  treated 
002 
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it»  Repr«Mt&&(M  aB  a  Minifestd^  taleuhted 
«6  delude  the  Natidn,  by  dii^isitig  the  real  m- 
tbfttion  of  Fdit^  which  aimed  at  elevating  the 
l^iaak^r'd  M&ce  abbve  the  Royal  Sceptre^  and 
^yihg  "Virtually  to  tlie  Representativtes  of  the 
Pfeo^le,  liie  Right  of  naming  Midisten.    To- 
Vards  th^  cotidudion  df  his  able  Haratigtte, 
after  vindidating  Pitt  from  the  iii4)utatioti  of 
id^osing  a  Ufiidn  of  Bs^es,  if  it  could  have 
-been  effected  on  ^r  atid  hototourable  Princf- 
^les;    h6  alluded  ^th  gt'eat  folrce^   though 
guardedly  and  hyj)othetically,    to  the  wrfl 
-authenticated  Ifets  of  Peerages,  Offices,  and 
Emoluments,  known  to  be  promised  to  thcftr 
Adherents,  by  the  Opposition  Leaders,  who 
tkus  condescended  to   avail  themselves   of 
every  engine  of   seduction  or   corruption: 
^engin^  by  which,  it  was  obvious,  liie  Couii- 
try  might  be  as  C(nii{detely  enslaved,  and  the 
Constitution  subverted,  as  by  the  worst  Mmion 
«f  the  mocrt  wicked,  or  arbitrary  Monarch. 
fiurkfe,  who,  'i^ver«hice1iie  r^ecfeioiit)f  ^<&e 
<<  Eatt  In<fia  Bill,*'  as  €  overcome  hy  Ids 
-^CQiid  distmsiAdn  fiom  the  Pay  <^ce,  had 
scai^ely  olide  mm  in  tile  Houto^  or  taken 
4»As'a(k$u«tdffited  islmre  jn  the  DiscuHsions  withia 
iti  Wii^j  tiikde  an^le  «UtaMds  091  diat  i^ht^ 
^  his  ^itecedi^  s^^^ifce.      Ht  ^i^pdce  wit^ 


great  aoiouttien,  an^  wUh  equal  JBlqquin^i 
but  no  exertiona  eould  sustain  n  d^diQungFA^ 
ty,  or  infuse  new  vigour  into  its  componeiit . 
Members.  Even  the  su|)ject  of  controversy 
itself,  agitated  and  exhausted  by  so  many  re- 
petitioasy  no  longer  inspired  the  same  inteiv 
est$  die  greatest  ingenuity  being  scarcely 
able  to  suggest  any  new  ideas},  or  to  strike 
out  any  fresh  matter  of  argument.  Uncomr 
mon  anxiety  was  manifest^,  and  impatience 
disj^yed,  for  the  Division,  whiqh  took  place 
about  Midnight;  when  Fox's  Majority  became 
reduced  to  one  solitary  Vote,  the  numbers  on 
each  side  considerably  ^^ceeding  those  on  the 
Pividbn  of  the  5th  of  M^cb.  Three  hun- 
dred and  ei^ty-five  Members  were  present, 
f^  whom  191  divided  with  Opj^tion.  and 
190  with  Administration.  Qreat  exultation 
was  expressed  by  the  mimsterii^  side  of  the 
House,  while  corre^^pnding  depression  apr 
peared  on  the  oj^site  Benches^  at  so  dcr 
pisive  a  proof  of  the  approaching  fall  of  the 
•*  CoaUtion.*' 

9th  March.]    The  i^ell  which  had  so  long 

suspended  and  paralysed  all  the  functions  of 

iGrovernment,   was  now  dissolved;    and   on 

die  ensuing  day,  the  Mutiny  Bill,  no  longer 
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6ppos€«),    passed  tiiraugh:  the   Goomutfeee. 
F6x,  divested  of  thiat  contrdid  which  he.,  had 
teeroised  over  the  Assembly  ever  since,  it 
met    in    November,    appeared   there ;    bii:^^ 
^<  'Shorn  c£  his  Beams :"   nor  can  we  con- 
sider   the  :  Discussions    which    subsequently 
arose  on  various  points,  as  other  liian  mere 
Conver^tions,  ^ince  no  Division    was  ever 
again  attempted,  down  to  the  period  of  the 
Ptorogation  and  Dissolution  of  Parliament. 
Yet  scarcely  any  Ddbate  which  took   place 
during  the  interesting  Session  under  our  re- 
view, opened  more  curious  matter  of  specula- 
tion or  of  controversy,  than  the  one  that  fol- 
lowed >  Fox's  defeat.      Powis  and  Marsham, 
x^ho  had  taken  so  conspicuous  a  part  through- 
out the  whole  contest,  appeared  for  the  last 
time   on  the  Theatre.     The  former,    in   a 
Speech  replete  with  pointed  animadversions,* 
and  conceived  with  great  powers  of  mind, 
endeavoured,  while  he  justified  himself  from 
the  charge  of  inconsistency  in  his  conduct, 
to  throw  on  Pitt  the  accusation  of  duplicity; 
in  his  pretended  negociation  for  forming  an 
extended  Administration.    ^  He  admitted  that 
the  House  of  Commons  was  conquered ;  "  for 
"  though   scarcely  a  Century  had  elapsed, 
"  since  a  Vote  of  the  Commons  could  be- 
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**  8tQwa\Crown»  it  .couMriiott  ia  1784  grpr 
<<  cure  the  dtsmisttoii  of  a  Minister*''  Hav> 
ing  rdated,\with  apparrait  exactitttd^,  thf 
leadii^  points  on  which. bad  hing^  the  at; 
tempt  to  produce  an  interview  between  the 
Duke  of  Portland  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Ex&eqiier,  as  formiii^  the  first  indispensable 
step  towards  union ;  he  hesitated  iK>t  to  de- 
dare,  that ''  all  the  concession,  was  on  one  s|dj^ 
<^  while  the  Minister  rdused  either  explana* 
*V  tiont  or  the  smallest  advance,  leading  to  con* 
'<  dilation."  Pitt  made, .  it  is  true,  a  prompt^ 
able,  and  animated  reply  to  this  imputation.: 
but  J  will  &irly  own  that  it  impressed  me  as 
more  rhetorical  than. solid,  and  carried  with  it 
Ho  conviction ;  though  the  reasons  assigned 
by  him  for  the  rupture  of  the  pressed  Cpur 
ference,  if  not  severely  scrutinized,  sjppeared 
specious  and  reascmahle  to  the.  Ear. 

Those  persons .  who  best .  knew  the ,  secret 
Springs  of  Afl^rs,  at  the  period  under  our  re^ 
view,  have»  I  believe,  felt,  and  some>of  them, 
have  candidly  avowed,  liiat  the  First  Minister 
could  not  sincerely  desire,  or  even  mean,  to 
-form  a  Coalition  with  Fox.  Nor,  if  he  had 
wished  it, .  can  we  easily  conceive  on  what 
Basis.it  cotdd  .have  reposed,  that  offered  a 
004 
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patp$it>'t{9iOBafktiiOUi  and  sttfl  less  of  dtrsu 
turn*  TteOd^tetntoutiivraittepoiicfersted 
in  favMtf4f'^W6,  ot  of  &e  Otiker,  Catididats 
fi«  ^iMtK*  Aail  ^ydi  df  them  would  hwre 
9ain^ited «» bMOBW^tfteKifandbnte ?  Whan 
LM-(l^^^0i<lb'4t»ttck  1116  fiugttiii  Itith  the  RAck- 
ittiliitii  I^Mfty,   ht  twuMtd  to  4kct  uxider 

^aiisii,  A  «h«e  of  th*  minawilid  S^oOfe,  and 
(fttitiUHg  ftbm  tlwm  prattetioft  aguutt  im. 
piatehiamtt  fyr  dK-ononl  or  calatniiaa  of 
tiie  A»ori(»n  W«r.  Ifae  titotiv^  tiinrtgfoiie 
for  hi»  ttoflduet,  'vrers  obvioiUt  mitiuartd,  veaiflil, 
pfeiiM{>ft  juntifiiflbte  in  ovcfy  masot  ljt»d 
l^onh  did  ttotdttnand  to  btt  maiwd  adunig 
hiti  NewAUiefk  *'Oni&Mr«iidoqikl  tmxa.*' 
M«  iiMted  «tify  Imtemniiy,  Oblivion,  «nd  « 
futiefffttion  of  Offices.  Bat  Fitt  must  faav6 
b^un,  like<9ylla  in  Atttquky,  or  Mk»  J\iii% 
&x  in  OUT  own  History,  by  laying  down  his 
|iOff«r,  Jid  a  ONSkieM  too  when  he  had  nearly 
eataoHdulKA  k«  Otfatt-  Maotivei  for  avoiding 
imli  a  connclioa  wii&  Est,  woidd  uniin»- 
tiOBablyAiggeftdmiittelvestohisttiind.  Th« 
iHte  Smiseixty  <^  Siadte  ifM  no  loagia*  an  vb- 
j«{t  (^^  of  ^puiar-  afliiotioa>  or  of  B»yal 
Apfttelftittkni.  fliUjifWft  tepniden66,  Ai^. 
lioA,  Idid  MpaGJMO^  pdi^,  liad  pfieoJpftMisd 
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bim  from  liis  dcaible  devatiMa^  '  Nor  wnAA 
the  Minister  iun^  &nned  a  juaclaou  ^vtith  . 
die  Colleague  of  Lord  North,  the  author  in 
hta  own  ^m&a  of  the  <'  East  India  BUI/' 
tvithout  perhsfa  incordfig  aome  degree  of 
pi^tioal  oondeiimaiiofi,  if  not  4)f  moral  con* 
taminatiaii  or  oensure*  Fcoc*  inideed,  mighty 
and  probably  would,  have  conitented  to  mo- 
dify tiiab  obnoxious  Measmre^  iA  'm  ^iray  to 
render  it  imrnkss  ia  theCoostittttion^  Hitit 
experience  of  the  Utter  fruits  produced  by 
the  laite  ^' Ceeixtsan/'  held  out  no  eneoiA- 
imgement  to  Pitt  &x  oonduding  la  secbod 
ikttilar  union*  ibt  stood  moreover  on  Out 
jiighto  gBouMl  than  his  Ant^poniat ;  cote» 
bining  at  once  the  favour  of  the  Sctvereign, 
the  flttechment^of  the  People,  and  the  com- 
mand  iriP  tl^e  Houfte  lOf  Peeia.  BmKP^^ia  it  it> 
be  supposed  that  he  would  v«>hiDtanly  deaeenji 
^rtmi  rach  a  ^«ttaiio«h  and  cimeent  io  mingle 
Im  &ttt¥e  £Htim«»  in  some  measnre  withji 
Itfen^  whoBe  line  <»f  pabUc  acdon  he  Indjttig- 
«tatleed  Mdtb  the  Mverest  Epithets:;  msrdy  to 
txmciUate  the  sfdffi^ges  of  the  Ghendemen  irbs> 
met  at  the  St  Alban's  Tavern?  These i«- 
4eclionft  may  probably  Induce  us  to  lidieve, 
'diftt  neidier  George  dbe  Third,  nor  his  Minis- 
ter, could  really  intend  to  replace  Fox  in  any 
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degree  on  the  EminMice  from  which  he  had 
faUen ;  though  duiing  the  |»ogress  of  a  con- 
test, in  which  he  remained, .  for  many  suc- 
cessive weeks,  Master  of  a  Majority  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  Deference  towards  that 
Branch  of  the  Legislature,  dictated  an  ap- 
parent compliance,  with  thdr  .anxious  .wishes; . 

Pitt,  with  great  >ability,  .in  the  course  of 
his  reply  to  Powis,  probably  conscious  that 
he  could  not  altogether  disprove,  however  he 
might  deny  or  repel,  the  charge  of  insincerity, 
contrived  to  bring  forward  a  counter  accusa- 
tion against  him  and  Marsham.;  to  bol^of^ 
whom  he  indirectly  applied  the  AppeUattCHl 
of  «  a  Spy,''  as  having  obtained  by  a  pre- 
tended impartiality,  access  to  the  secrets  of 
the  two  contending  Parties.  They  took  fire 
at  the  term;  and  after  respectively  vindicating 
themselves  £r(Hh  so  dishonourable  an  imputa- 
tion, Marsham  read  in  his  place,  the  Letter 
addressed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  It  served 
fully  to  prove  tliat  the  Chief  of  the  Opposi- 
tion Party,  as  anxiously  desired  to  commence 
a  Negodation  with  the  First  Minister,  as^the 
latter  dexterously  eluded  and  avoided  a  Con- 
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^^nee.  Mari^ham  p^c^essed  his  own  perfect 
convittion  of  the  fact.  So  did  Fox  himself^ 
who  spoke  with  his  usual  ability,  though  not 
in  the  commanding  tone  that  had  character- 
ised him,  when  conscious  that  he  could  dic- 
tate bis  pleasure  to  an  obsequious  Majority. 
With  more  bitterness  than  was  natural  to  him, 
he  felicitated  his  rival  on  <<  having  attained 
^^  to  something  like  a  Majority  to  support 
<^  him;"  nor  did  he  spare  his  severest  ani- 
madversions  on  those  individuals,  -  who  havuig 
tong  voted  with  Opposition,  had  recently 
changed  sides,  and  joined  the  Administration. 
Fox  concluded  by  pointing  out  the  delusion  of 
Pitt's  propoi^tioh  to  treat  on  ^*  equal  terms,'^ 
while  he  rejected  the  ofier  made  by  the  Duke 
4Df  Portland,  that  the  Ministerial  Arrangement 
should  be  conducted  "  with  attention  to  prin- 
:*^  ciples  of  equity  and  fairness/'  There  could 
remain  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  impartial 
person,  that  the  expressicms  **  &ir  aiid  equal,'' 
were  in  themselves  ambiguous,  and  under- 
stood in  di&rent  or  opposite  senses^  by  the 
two  contending  parties.  But  these  xecrimi- 
nations,  however  they  might  for  a  moment 
agitate  the  minds  of  men,  no  longer  im- 
peded the  progress  of  public  Business ;  the 
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House  voting  on  the  en^uiog  £^eniQg»  t^e 
lExtraordinaries  of  the  Navy,  vrithout  9^  Pi** 
vision* 

nth  March  —  a  2d*]  It  became  indeed 
more  and  more  apparent  from  day  to  day» 
that  Pitt's  Machinery  being  now  neorly  Q^m^ 
plete,  a  Dissolution  of  Parliament  would  nol^ 
be  long  delayed*  Yet,  the  Opposition  0till 
fondly  indulged  a  hope ;  for,  it  did  not 
amount  to  a  belief  i  tjbiat,  as  no  A^st.  of  Ap* 
propnation  had  passed*  thongh  the  ^pplie? 
irore  voted,  Ministeris  would  not  dM*#  to  apply 
the  publie  Money  to  spedfic  purposes,  oon^ 
trary  to  all  preoedeait,  if  not  to  tew  j  aod  i» 
direct  violation  of  the  Fx^ohilHt^ons  of  tli# 
House.  Varioosattemptawerem^ik  to  sound 
the  Minister  on  this  delicate  points  Imt,  w^ 
nut  effittt.  Fox  took  howler  no  pi^rmnsi 
part  in  tl^am)  sod  though  he  oecs^ionsHy 
attended  in  his  plaoe,  I  beli#vje  he  haniiy,  k 
ever,  epoke  om  any  subjeet,  during  Ihe  last 
iekvtNi  pr  twehre  Days  that  ftudiamient  con^ 
^flsned  in  exwtenoe.  Builte  remained  equitUy 
flMte;  while  Povis  and  Msrsham,  ^iga^ad 
m  Pseparations  $oar  axx  apficQaehing  gen^nii 
Sflectieii,  diaappeamd  altogetibi^  €rosn  jsl  ecene» 
where  they  had  recently  performed  the  prin- 


dpd  €haraetdi^  1^^  Httiie  degree  of  op- 
position  expmetieed  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  £xch^ui^t  arose  from  the  Adherents 
iif  Lord  N(»th,  or  vms  made  by  that  No- 
bleman himsdf.  Sir  Grey  Ccx^er,  on  th^ 
Onler  of  the  Day  b&mg  noDOved,  for  going 
into  a  Cotnmittee  of  Supply,  on  the  Esti- 
mates for  th^  £xtra(nrdinatrii^  ;of  the  Ar- 
my; i&otisciaastiiat  it  isfiered  the  lastocca- 
«i:(Ai  which  tvocdd  present  itssdf^  for  pro- 
testing against  a  IMssolutaMi;  ^xpiUiated 
with  considerable  energy,  <to  the  Infradaota 
of  tbe  Cbnstitution  that  would  uke  fisuh 
«ncfa  a  MeatsRiftie.  SLe^A.  the saiioe  tioye  wsam^ 
tiiie  Ministers^  tiiat  ^  to  iasne  aHMaey  Ifor  tfe 
^  pay  of  tint  fbrces^  contmry to  a  Kesobvdda 
^  cf  the  Hou^e,  dvcktiing  *siicit  an  Act  to  hfe^ 
^  a  highOtime  mi  Misfibefmeanoor,  aadidtiv- 
«<  miit  any  Ap^ropmtion  Atdt,^'  wss^tft  Diiy 
illegal,  bat,  a  subveilMn  of  (to  ti^itoii^^ 
by  w^hich  i^  King  heVi  hk  'Qfown^  Kto  »i^' 
swer  whatev»  was  retortted  to  tfae^  ^deiran'^ 
datioiis,  frcna  the  Treasury  fiendb;  bot^fae 
Suppfy  btbig  voted  in  the  Cemiidt&eae,  wi^ 
any  Ditaision,  liie  Houte  aie^oamed  tto  thfe 
feBowbgDajt. 

>23d'Mslroh.;]  Aslittitasneotiatte  Idimlvtiin 
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of  Parliament  had  now  become  matter  of  uni- 
versal notoriety,  and  preparations  for  carrying 
it  into  effect  were  already  making  in  the 
Public  Offices;  a  considerable  attendance  was 
produced  in  the  Lower  House,  by  curiosity 
to  witness  its  extinction,  rather  than  by  any 
other  Motive. .  The  First  Minister  appear- 
ing in  his  place,  was  assafled  from  various 
quarters,  on  the  question  being  put  by  liie 
Speaker,  that  <<  the  Report  on  the  Army  Ex- 
tr)3u»rdinaries,  should  be  read  a  First  Time/' 
Mr.  £den  led  the  way,  and  was  followed  by 
Lord  North,. as  well  as  by  General  Conway. 
While  each  of  them  avowed  that  they  Con^ 
sidered  themselves  as  addressing  for  the  last 
time,  an  Assembly,  which  they  knew  was  on 
the  point  of  being  dissolved;  they  did  not  re- 
monstrate or  menace  in  less  animated  terms, 
on  the  supposition  that  such  a  measure  should 
be  actually  earned  into  execution.  £very 
argument  adduced  in  the  preceding  Debate, 
was  reiterated,  pressed,  and  urged  with  aug- 
mented force  of  language.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  remaining  nevertheless  con*- 
tumeliously  silent,  the  Report  was  read :  but 
on  a  Motion  being  made  for  the  Second 
Reading,  Lord  North  once  more  rose;  and 
after  some  Expostulations  relative  to  the  con- 
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temptiiouB  treatment  experienc  d  by  the  House 
upon  the  present  occasion,  demanded,  <*  on 
"  what  principle  of  Law,  on  what  doctrine  re- 
*<  spectihg  the  Constitution,  on  what  arga- 
"  ment,  or  on  what  authority,  when  Par- 
<*  liament  should  be  dissolved,  would  Minis- 
<<  ters  presume  to  issue  Money  for  the  Sub- 
«  sistence  of  the  Army?*' 

Ktt  had  not  however  advanced  so  far,  to 
be  now  deterred  from  consummating  his  tri" 
irniph,  by  the  impotent  threats  of  a  powerless 
and  exhausted,  as  well  as  an  unpopular  Fac- 
tion. He  cut  the  knot,  which  he  was  unable 
to  untye;  declined  any  discussion  of  those 
great  constitutional  points  which  he  could 
not  solve,  and  the  infraction  of  whidi  he 
could  not  abstractedly  justify ;  and  confidend^ 
trusted  to  the  universal  sentiment  of  national 
Approbation,  for  covering  any  deviation  from 
Parliamentary  usage.  Like  lago^  who  in 
reply  to  every  Enquiry,  answers, 

**  Ask  me  no  questions :  what  you  know,  you  know;*' 

he  briefly  observed^  that  <<  Gentlemen  might 

<<  make  whatever  Sjpeeches  they  chose,^   a^d 

.  «<  the  House  might  act  as  it  thought  j)rc|>er; 


^Im  woiild  not  my  ^me  wprd  i^wii  tfas  anlh 
^^Ject•**  TheRfportbeii^gttoe»reiMt**eoMrd 
time»  the Houmtadjoitrned,  and  wmamBmon-i 
ddon  the  folkming  Day,  i»  Attend  ibe  Hottse 
of  Peieri ;.  whtn  the  King  hsving  prorcgued 
the  Pailimdent,  ^Aer  pronoimciBg  js  ihort; 
bidr  judiciaas  Speecfat  &Qm  the  ITirooe,  wett 
calculated  for  the  EtneigeAcy;  tstfted  it  to  be  a 
"  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  Constitution  and 
«^  the.Qountry,  under  it^acfcftal  ckcuatstaiicesy 
^  tomcur  aa^eedilyAspoaft^le*  to  the^eiii^ 
"  rf  his  Pei^le,  by  e&dfvokmg  a  new  Par«- 
•viiamant.'^  A  D^ol^tjion  fi^Uov^  naljiia 
t?wenty-four  Houra^^  and  iJm  ^  CoalitioB,*' 
CMfi>iiaded»  as  well  as  c^rerwh^lm^df  ami^^ 
the  itofsti  whiioh  they  h^d  iii^didmisly  ^»^ 
^cite4  .(Itsapi^evedmmiEK^^ 
fragfsij;^  <xf  :t]Mr  politibsi  Gff^tmma^.  m^ 

.     ^thMaidkO  litave.^tediils^ 
^  they  passed  WMiar  jey:?««ini  £f«isi»  w^H^ 
most  rigid  impartiality.    And  if  I  have  dwelt 
«ii«a»td^  <m  jtbe^  Xk^tfi^^  I3ldb«tei  that 

took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  during 
Usa  ^AtMt  bae^Mti:  Vox  «ad  Bttt ^  it  tmist 
te  rewwiMlMp  tbat^watihinliieiiviafls'^  4diat 
jd^wemUkf;  ^  fiifltoiy  a»d  the  veiy  ihcist^ 
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cnce  of  the  Country,  were  concentrated  duriqg 
more  than  three  Months*  We  would  vainly 
seek  them  elsewhere.  AH  the  functions  of 
Government  stood  still :  vi^hile  the  Sovereign^ 
the, Peers,  and  the  Nation  looked  on,  expect- 
ing the.  issue  of  so.  extraordinary  a  conflict, 
which  must  necessarily  impress  a  new  cha:*ac- 
4£ron  the  opening  year.  Never  did  any  King 
of  Great  Britain  contend  for  so  vast  a  stake, 
since  Charles  the  First !  In  .contemplating  the 
scene,  Mr.  Pitt  arrestjs  our  first  attention. 

Nothing  in  the  History  of  this  Country, 
subsequent  to  the  Accession  of  the  House 
of  Brunswic,  bore  any  Analogy  to  his  position. 
When  we. consider  that  he  struggled  against  a 
Majority  of ,  the  House  of  Commons,  con- 
ducted by  such  Talents  as  those  of  Fox,  from 
the  19th  of  December,  1783,  up  to  the  9th 
of  March,  1784;  on  any  Day  of  which  interval, 
he  might  possibly  have  been  impeached :  and 
if  we  reflect  that  he  vanquished  so  vast  a 
combination,  of  Party,  without  prematurely 
reourring.to  a  Dissolution,  till  all  his  ne- 
cessary arrangements  of  every  kind  were 
completed,  and  the  whole  Nation  had  de- 
clared on  his  side;  we  shall  probably  ad- 
mit, that,  as  no  such .  instance  occurs  be* 

VOL.  II.  p  p 
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fore  him,  no  stmilar  example  will  probeU^ 
eyer  be  again  exhibited.  If  in  compliaaM 
with  Lord  Temple'e  opinion^  he  had  begun 
by  di86ol?ing  the  Parliament  at  soon  aa  he  wai 
appointed  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  aii 
December,  1783;  when  the  People  atlai^ 
and  when  even  the  Inhalutanits  of  Londoo,  as 
weH  as  of  Westminster^  were  imperfeetljr  in^ 
formed  on  the  natnre  and  tendency  x)f  ^tbe 
^'  East  India  BiH;"  it  is  possible  tibat  a  veiy 
dififerent  resnlt  might  ha?e  been  the  consei- 
quence. 

Vo&'s  defeat  arose  from  one  fimdimieBtal 

error  or  miscalculatton^  into  wbieh  te  was 

nevertheless  led  by  the  experienoe   (i£  sdl 

pariiamentary  eoatest ;  namely,  that  a  Mayo^ 

rity  of  the  House  of  Commons,  coi^  compel 

the  Crown  to  dismiss  its  Minisfens,  or  *coald 

oblige  the  Ministers  themsdvesto  give  ia  4beir 

own  resignation.    In  his  hi^nds,  this  cottstita- 

lional  weapon,  hitherto  iiresistihle^  lost  aits 

jedge,  and,  became  harmless.    He  attribatod 

its  failure  to  a  spirit  of  Dehision,  wUeh^'as^e 

asserted,  and  as  his  Adherents  maintaiiiod, 

had  incapacitated  the  BriUsh  People  to  4istiB« 

guish  truth  from  error,  imposture  from  4reflii^. 

There  is,  iiowever^  iio  Sophistry  capable  of 
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Mnding  completely  a  whole  Natioo>'iipoii 
points  ilo  lerel  to  erery  understanding ;  and 
if  there  exirted  any  Delusion  in  the  estimate 
§ormed  by  the  Country^  respecting  the  natare 
and  tendency  of  ''  the  East  India  Bill/'  the 
Delusion  still  survives  at  this  day,  in  all  its 
force/   But,  there  existed  another  Delusion 
into  which  Fat  himself  fell,  wheu  be  errone* 
oiisly  conceived,  that  a  Majority  of  the  Lower 
Heose,  in  whatever  manner  aoq^iired,  and 
Whatever  measures  or  objects  it  might  pursue^ 
must  necessarily  dictate  its  pleasure  to  fcl^e 
Sovereign,  to  the  House  of  Peers,  and  to 
the  Public.    The  two  former,  would,  indeed, 
if  unsupported  by  the  Body  Of  the  People  of 
'England,  have  been  found  only  dust  in  the 
Balance^  when  engag'ed  in  A  struggle  with  the 
genuine  Representatives  of  that  People,  the 
nsal  organs  of  their  will  and  opinion.   Charles 
khe  First,  and  James  the  Second,  each,  made 
the  experiment;  by  which  the  former  lost 
bis  Headt  and  the  latter,  his  Crown.    Bu^ 
George  the  Third,  neither  attempted  to  oxt 
ercise  oppressive  and  antiquated,  if  not  illegal 
Pnerogatives  j  nor  to  impose  on  w  a  Religion 
prbliibited  by  Law,  and  odious  to  his  Subjectsi. 
And  never  did  the  British  Constitution  mani-^ 
•ISest  its  latent  Energies  so  strongly,  as  in  the 
PP2 
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very  Act  of  arresting  that  Assembly,  which, 
calling  itself  the  Representatives  of  the  Na^ 
tion,  became  in  the  instance  before  us,  the 
instruments  of  the  Ambition  of  a  Faction,  or 
rather,  of  an  individual. 

The  steadiness,  the  principles,  and  the  re* 
pugnance  of  the  King  towards  the  ^'  Coalit 
*^  tion,"  operated  as  powerful  secondary 
agents^  but  they  were  not  primary  causes* 
Fox,  attentive  only  to  the  three  Branches  of 
the  Constitution,  which  he  considered  as  om? 
nipbteut,  regarded  as  null  the  Nsution  itself. 
But,'  when  awakened,  roused,  and  informed^ 
the  People  hurled  him  in  an  instant  from  his 
situation.  For,  it  was  not  the  Dissolution  of 
Parliament,  which  would  have  reduced  him 
and  his  Party  to  insignificance,  if  the  public 
opinion  and  confidence  had  accompanied  .him. 
Of  this  truth,  a  great  example  was  exhibited 
in  1780,  when  Lord  North  dissolved  the 
Parliament.  The  Government  was  not  idle 
on  the  occasion,  and  a  larg^  sum  was  expended 
in  endeavours  to  procure  favourable  re- 
turns to  the  new  House  of  Commons.  Yet 
60  unpopular  was  the  Sovereign,  so  weak  th^ 
Administration,  and  so  odious  the  American 
War,  that  t))e  First  Minister  derived  little 
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j^rmauent  strength  or  advantage  from  the 
Measure.  He  held  out  with  difficulty  for 
one  Session,  and  surrendered  early  in  the 
next,  on  the  SOth  of  March,  1782-  Fox,  On 
the  contrary,  remained  for  many  years,  only 
an  illusitrious  victim  of  his  inordinate  Ambi- 
tlon,  seated  on  the  Opposition  Bench;  tilHhe 
memorable  Malady  of  His  Majesty  in  1788, 
recalled  him  for  a  moment  into  Day,  only  to 
plunge  him  deservedly  aneiy  intp  greater  poli- 
tical Depression, 

The  obligations  which  the  l^ing  owed  to 
Pitt,  for  liberating  him  from  the  Chains  of  the 
*^  Coalition,"   at  the  time  when  they  were 
about  to  have  been  rivetted,  were  c^rtaiinly  of 
3the  fir^t  magnitude.    No  other  Subject  in  his 
Dominions,  would  probably  have  attempted, 
but:  assuredly  no  other  individual  wqjuld  have 
successfully  perforiped,  so  important  and  ardu- 
ous a  service.    After  witnessing  tile'  forma- 
tion and  extinction  of  three  Administrations, 
l^ithin  the  space  of  little  more  than /twenty 
Months,  George  the  Third  beheld  in  prospect, 
domestic  tranquillity,  personal  ||pedom,  and 
national  prosperity.     Nor  were  these  the  only 
benefits  that  resulted  to  him,  from  the  events 
that  we  hiave  relatjed.     All  the  errors  ^nd 
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lowed  np  aiid  forgottei),  in  the  Crav^f  «f  Ihd 
«  CoBlition."  Th6f  odidm^  «f  Lord  Bute'd 
Mint^try^  and  the  Peace  of  17^8,  aggt^vli^^d 
by  the  prose&utiOfi  «f  Wilkei^ ;  llie  htttMH^in^ 
Negocidtidti  atid  CompfOrtiide  l-elatiye  tdl^Ut-^ 
kitrd  Isktnds,  vtbicih  the  pett  of  ^^  JtiniM*' 
bad  consigned  to  perptitu^  reprob^fium} 
liistly/ the  di^ttceid  df  the  Ameriieart  Wafi 
followed  by  the  loss  of  an  Empire  t^eyond  tb« 
Atlantic^  for  which  national  defdklcaiio^  df 
Power  and  Territory,  the  King  was  regarded 
by  fl  large  portion  of  hin  Sat^u^  ^  pcicu- 
liariy  responsible  }-^the  dci^umnlated  ^tik 
of  ihr^e  koA  twenty  years^  discippe^fed^  dt 
'o]iee>  itod  were  obliterated;  Only  the  Virt»eB 
lariT  the  Sovereign  seamed  to  survive  in  ih« 
metnory  of  m  People.  The  saUM  Prinii^^ 
who,  iiuMat«h,  }78£,  labonrodtinde«*ii^l6Ad 
ctf  prejndio'e  Md  unpopularity  $  WM  cdnsi* 
deredi  iikj§farch,  1784,  as  the  Goardfiin  of  ibe 
Constitution^  worthy  the  warmest  testimonies 
of  Aff^ctibn,  GrMitude^  and  Respect.  They 
poured  in  upon  him  from  all  quAri^rs,  ao- 
knowledgin^i  the  Blessings  of  his  paternal 
GoTemment,  and  approving  the  recent  Inter* 
ferenco  of  his  Prerogative,  for  the  Destrttetioa 
^  an  unprincipled  Faotioh.   Wilkes,  who-  ImA 
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lyen  among  the  most  ardent  opposers  of 
^^  the  East  India  Bill^"  and  among  the  fore- 
most supporters  of  Pitt  in  Parliament^  as 
Member  for  Middlesex^  re-appeared  at  St. 
James'sji  where  he  met  with  the  most  gracious 
reception.  A  new  order  of  Events,  and  a  new 
^ra^  seemed  to  commence  from  this  auspicious 
date.  In  fact,  if  we  would  point  out  the  pe- 
riod of  time,  from  the  commencement  of  this 
long,  as  well  as  eventful  Reign,  during  which 
the  Sovereign  and  the  Country  equally  en^ 
joyed  most  felicity;  we  should  not  hesitate 
to  name  the  interval,  comprising  about  four 
years  and  a  half,  that  succeeded  Pitt's  triumph 
over  Fox,  in  the  Spring  of  1784,  down  to  the 
King's  severe  seizure,  in  the  Autumn  of  1788. 
Here,  therefore,  as  at  a  Political  Land  Mark, 
I  shall  conclude  the  Second  Part  of  the  His- 
torical Memoirs  of  my  own  Time. 


FINIS. 


J.  M'Crecory,  Printer^ 
Blaak-Hone-Gonrt  London. 
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